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To the Chriſtian Reader. , an 


His excellent Treatiſe containing divers 
Prime Points of our Religion, nhich Beke- 
vers Souls do live upon every day, and in 
the lively ſenſe whereof, with application to themſelves, 
they enjoy and exerciſe ſweet Communion with God the 
Father, and His Sor Jeſus Chriſt, the Mediator of 
the New Covenant, «por thyſe better hopes, ans 
ſ{urer promiſes, of the Do@rines here treated of ; doth 
ſufficiently commend it ſelf to ſuch as are throughly ac= 
reoerona with, and experimentally exerciſed in theſe 
things. | 
Thave known the Author long ( full Twenty Eight 
years ) to have had a ſpirit greatly addiGed to, and af- 
feed with, the ſavoury knowledge of the Truths here 
detivered. And though he bath not' had the uſe and 
help of Foreign Languages, wherein theſe Points have 
been moſtly written ; yet, Imay ſay of him ( as 1 Tim. 
4-6. ) He hath been long nouriſhed up 1n the 
words of Faith and good DotQtrine ; and thereunto 
he hath ſo far attained, as to be able to cut the 
ſtrongeſt ſinews of the principal Chbjedtions, which the 
Adverſaries have invaded theſe Traths nith; And 
further, to eſtabliſh the poſitive Truth, hath backt and 
confirmed the ſame by ſolid Arguments, and pertinent 
Screptzres, genuinely explained and opened. And, 
which to me 15 yet more, he hath extratted the moſt 
Jpiritful quickening Cordials, ( which the Dodrine of 
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| To theChriſtian Reader. 

Grace and Elefion affords plenty of ;, ) whereby to com= 
fort all forts of Believers : Exhorting and Directing 
the whole Company and Body of Them, how to manage 
their Faith between God and their own ſouls ,in point 
of Election ; perſwading them all, to commit, and be- 
take themſeves wholly to God's carrying on their Salua- | 
tion, in the way of EleGion ; And all-aloag hath ftrewed & 
his diſcourſe, with uſeful Exhortations and Applications a 
of the Dottrines he does deliver; mixing Uſes for | 
fradice, with the Rational diſcuſſions, and the Rugged- 

&r Controverſals; which hath been a defe@ complain- 

' edof tn others, tothe reproach of the Do@rine it ſelf ; 
and made an argument, that the Doctrine is not true, 
feeins Omne Verum eſt bonum ; and toth are inſepa- 
rable affections of being. Upon theſe, and tne like 
conſiderations I do heartily commend this Treatiſe to the 
judicious Readers ;, nothing Goubting but that it will ſa- 
tisfie the weateſt Chriſtians, as it hath approved it ſeif 
to ſeveral Divines : Hoping alfo, That this Edition will 
do as muchgood to Fdens Souls, as the Three former 
have done, T he Bleſſing of Heaven go with it ! 
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Thomas Goodwin. 
April 12th 1672. 
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FT HE Dodrines in this Treatiſe Declared 

8 and Vindicated, have cxerciſed the thoughts 
3nd beſt Abilities of many Learned Men. The 
Oppoſition made againit them by the Pelagt- 
ans of old, excited divers of the Ancients to their 
juſt defence ; whereby they received that Light and 
Eſtabliſhment, as for rhany Apes the Charch re- 
mained in the quiet poſleſſion and belief of them; 
until (of late ) the Jeſuits, Socinians, and ſome 0- 
thers, conſpired again to ſupplant them ; And 
therein had ( probably) prevailed &er now, had 
not the Lord ſtirred vp the Spirits of many and 
great Perſons to ſtand on his fide, and help to 
maintain that quarrel of his Covenant. It is not 
unworthy our notice, and deepeſt retentment, how 
zealonſly affected ſome men are in behalf of ſuch 
Tenets as ſtand in direct oppolition to the Grace 
of God, and their own Eternal Happineſs : How 


they ſpare neither Arts nor Calummies to diſgrace 


the Afſertors of thoſe very Truths that make up 
the Myſtery of Godlinels ; Yea, to Scandalize and 
ſuppreſs rhe Truths themſelves ; As if reaſon and 
learning were given to no better ends than to vilie 
he Religion. And further, how pronely addicted 
men are ( having imbibed the Armimrun Points) to 
take in thoſe that are of moſt fatal- conſzquence : 


' So far are thoſe principles from yielding any elect» 


val influence towards Holineſs, or well grounded 
Peace; Notwithſtanding their pretended adapt- 
ednels to promote them, ( which nught be largely 
inſiſted on, but that the deligned brevity of this 
addreſs forbids it.) But whatever the ends of 
Men are, or their Intereſt, in defaming the Wiſe 
AZ doin, 
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dom, Sovereignty, and Grace of God, and that in 
a method more arrogant and dafing, than perſons 
cf the ſame principles have heretofore adventured 
to-do ; the Lord's ends (1n permitting them are 
holy and good ; and we are aſſured, that He would 
not have ſuffered thoſe dangerous errors to rein- 
vade his Church, and his Glorious Truths to be fo 
coarſly, and contumeliauſly treated ; but in order to 
their further Illuſtration and Conqueſt : And that 
therefore, as He hath, ſo He will ( of his abundant 
goodneſs to the World, and faithfulneſs to his E- 
let) raiſe up ſuch as with mcekneſs, light, and 
power, ſhall withſtand their furious Torrent, and 
travſmur to the following Generations, thoſe bleſſed 
aud greatly imporrant Truths which the World 
ſo implacably are bent againſt, and ſeek to era- 
dicate. : | 

It is ſomewhat perceptible of it ſelf( and fo ac- 
knowledged by the Author ) that in writing this 
Treatiſe,he had little or no intercourſe with Books, 
but thoſe of the holy Scripture ; ( Which is here 
mentioned to magnifie the Grace of God that was 
with him. ) And by this may be gathered, That a 
icrious and diligent conſulting the ſacred Oracles, 
with an humble dependence upon God for teaching 
and ſucceſs ; as they are duties of great importance 
io of anſwerable improvement; the propereſt and 
ſureſt means of Inſtruction touching the myſtery of 
his Wril, with that orderly and harmonious con- 
nexion »f the Divine Attributes for recovering 
Apoſtate Lreatrres from their dreadful lapſe, and 
pl:ci::,- them in a condition tranſcendently better 
than their primitive State - All which by the Pe- 
(4/43 Articles are reduced to nothing. Yea, here 
arc ſome peculiar advantages which accompany — 
| 77 
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diſcourſe ; - 1, Thatitis fonnded and built on the 
Teſtimony of God alone ; whoſe Authority and 
Truth are the only unerring Rule and immoveable 
Baſis of Divine Faith, and its propereſt Touch- 
ſtone: And the leſſer diverſion there is to other 
ways of Proof and Argumentation (in things of 
thisnature ) the more convincing, and free trom 
Retortion ; and the ſooner - wil} our Souls be 
brought to "Acquieſcence and Settlement. 2. That 
the Dodrines being declared and vindicated, there 
is all-along an rſeful Improvement made of them, 
to excite and influence our hearts and lives, accor- 
ding to the genuine tenour and import of thoſe 
Truths ; very much beyond what the contrary Do- 
ctrines have ever pretended to. It may alfo be a 
Supplement to other Books, where the ſame Truths 
are worthily contended for, but yct defe&tive in 
this particular: And ſo, 'tis not only a work of 
g00d uſe in it Telf, but it alſo relieves theſe 
Doctrines from one of the worſt Aſperſions they 
have been calumniated with. Divers other things 
might be mentioned, which refle& a worth upon 
the enſuing Diſcourſe, and beſpeak an Eſteem of ir, 
which ( for brevity ſake) are referred to the Rea- 
acrs Judicious Obſervation. 

That the Book may be entertained by Aer ac- 
cording to the deſert of it ; and bleſſed of God, for 
the ends it js deſigned for, "and fvircd unto, is and 
hall be the deir Cc of, 


Toba Owen, 


S, Aneſley. 


Ex- 


Extract of a LET TER from a 
Learned Divine, unknown to the 


AUTHOR. 


SIR, 


Lthough I ble a ſtranger to you, yet having 
read your excellent Book (which I did but 


bcrrow netther ;,) Tthonght good to let you under- 
ſtand, with how great delight I did read it ;, and 
alſo how great fatisfation and comfort I received by 
it. I bave ſtudied theſe points ſeveral years apo, 
very bard; being -then put upon 1t, by a ſtrong Ad- 
verſary, one of ſabiil nit, though otherwiſe a very 
mean and plain Man. But Thave ſaid often, that I 
was much beholden to him for his oppoſition ;, for 
T would not, for much worldly ſubſtance, be without 
that knowledge, which ( I bope) througb the grace of 
God, I then attain'd m thoſe great points, by rea- 
ſon thereof, I think that then and ſince, Thave read 
moſt of the beſt Books that have been written of thoſe 
points ;, butt eſpecially that book of books the BIBLE: 
Tet after all thoſe other Books, I muſt confeſs, that 
yours have given me the moſt content and fatisfadti- 
07, of all that I have read touching that Subje@ : 
For you have moſt nervouſly and judiciouſly laid open 
the Truth: and as ſlrenuonfly refuted the obje(ti- 
ons. 1 Heſs and adore that Divine Grace of the 
Loyd, mho of his rich Goodneſs and Mercy to his 
poor diftreſſed and wiſtrafted Church iu this Nati- 
on, hath raiſcd you up, in an eſpecial manner, to be 


' ſuch an Inſtrument of his Glory, in the wvindicating 


of bis Sovereignty, eſpecially in theſe high and my= 
ſtrerious points of Predeſtination, Particular Re- 
OMEON demption, 


demption, the efficacy of Grace in Converſion, and © 

the perſeverance of the Saints in Faith and Holi- _ 

C neſs. As touching the Abſoluteneſs of the Copenant 
of Grace, I cannot but admire to ſee how patly you 
jump with me. IT anſed to ſay often ſeveral years 
ago ( what 1 now find in your Book ;,) That if the Co- | 
venant of Grace were not Abſolute, Salvation woulg 
be as difficult by It, as by the Covenant of works ; | 


ue. 


S becauſe it is as hard for a Natural Man to believe 
"ay and live, as it is for bim to do and live. Well, 
os you bave (in my judgment ) performed your buſmeſs 
by moſt piouſly, prattically, and ſtrongly ; and your 
G Arguments are Invincible, many of which, yet, I 
" had never met with: And I doubt not, but you do 
'y return the Praiſe and Glory of all, unto our Great 


7 and Gracious Lord; who by his meer free Grace, © 
hath enabled you to perform this Work ; which is fo 
much for the Glory of his "holy Name. Icommend | 
of you with your T.abours, unto the Grace of our mcr- | 
ciful Father, and reſt, | 


T- 

id 

Your moſt affeFjonate Friend. * 
, TEIN 
t | | 


Ott, 16. 1677. 


W. W. 


An Account of the Tr eatiſe 


and Publication. 


'H EF principal Heads of the following Dif courſe, (ge 
nerally owned by the Churches of Briram,) the Author 
was ſomewhat Inftructed in from his Childhood ; having 
heard (till a few years j;nce? but little concerning the General 
Point: That, he means, which is commonly lo called, as 
holding the Grace of God in Chrift, to be generally detizen” d 
and i), pens'd alike, to All; ſuſpending the whole verfue 
and ſucceſs thereof, on the humane Will z without peculiar 
reſpett, or Aſſiftance aftorded, to any, but what is given 
in Common unto Men. Which Dottrine might rather be 
termed Gereral, as having the Generality of Mea in Nature, 
for Patrons and Abettors of it. Not that he thinks all who 
hold it, to be in their Natural-ſtate ; For, as of moſt.the Judg- 
— is better than rheir Practice ; So, of ſome he hopes,their 
raetice may be ſounder than theit Jueg :ment ; but, ſo to hold, 
« & prattile accordingly, he cannot but think extreamly peri- 
Jous to the Souls of Mca. Divers Conferences (accidentally) 
he had with thoſe of chat way: In all which he found it their 
driit to infinuate that Principle 3 not caring much to Dil- 
courſe of any Point ele, how uſeful ſoever, and import- 
antly needful to bc known ; bat ſtill diverting into that 
Channel : 5$iaintaini:, allo, "their Notions, with that Con- 
fitence of their own, and Contempt of the coatrary Judg- 
ment z Sucn nncomcly reileaions upon their Opponents, 
and light ns. of the Scriptures bro! ught againft them 
4: 1N 720 Wile beleemed a cot tending for the Faith: (which 
has made him think, that ironical Speech of Fob to his 
Friends, too applicable to Thele, No doubr 9s on are the 
People, ani It il dom ſnai die with you; Foo ; 2.)-- He 
allo fond their Tenets raoftly grounded io words and 
Phraſes of a variable Conftruttion ; as not weighing the 
{pc of the Texts, nor how the Senſe they gave of them, 
mt «ht accord with thole of a contrary Tenor : Stiil citing 
fuch 2s were plain and expreſs, to be try'4 by thoſe of a 
doubtful 


doubtful found 5 Whereas, the contrary courſe had been” 
more genuine, and nearer to find out the Truth, Not, that 
any Scripture is doubtful in it ſelf, or inconſiftent with 
others; nor would ſeem ſo to us, if Scope and Context were 
duly weighed ; But the ſame word being uſed, on different 
occaſions, to a different purpoſe; an heedleſs attending to 
the contexture, induces the loſs of its proper intendment. 
That he found amongſt them, a general agreement againſt 
our Dot&rme of Eleton, is true; and no leſs true, that 
they differ amongſt themſelves as much as they do from us 
only they bear each others diſſent more quietly than ours. 
Some of them hold Eleftion upon works foreſeen 3 Others 
that men are Eletted, when they do actually believe, and 
not before : Others of them, that no man 1s Ele&cd, till 
he hath perſevered in believing, to the laſt moment of his 
life: And others again, That there is no EleQtion at all, of: 
particular perſons as ſuch, but of the intire Species of Men, 
from Eternity. This put him upon ſearching the Scriptures 
more Setly, touching the DoQrine of Elettion ; wherein-the 
farther he went, the more he was confirm'd in what he 
had firſt receiv'd And as he went on, found thoſe other 
points of Peculiar Redemption, EffeFual Calling, and Final 
Perſeverance, ſo interwoven with that of Ele#ion, and 
dependent thereon , as very naturally drew-on a diſcuſhon 
of thoſe alſo. And as preparatory thereto, it ſeemed 
expedient to preface the whole with the Dottrine of God's 
Sovereignty ;, together with his Righteouſneſs: the Reaſons 
whereof, with its uſefulneſs, ye may find in the Treatiſe it 
ſelf. Tt alſo lay before him, to obſerve, what uſeful 
Inftrugions derived from theſe Dottrines above thoſe of 
the contrary fide; which he hopes will not be meanly con= |} 
tiderable to thoſe who have thejr Sences Spiritually exerciſed || 
to diſcern. | "Ml 

Of this Work, was oft-times a ſtop, and laying aſide, as 
reſolv'd to proceed no farther: and this, not from the 
want, but redundancy of matter, which he found in the 
Scriptures for it, but himſelf much too narrow to compre- 
hend, and to make it out : Partly alſo, from the difficulty 
of reducing his mingled fragments, to an orderly confiſtence. 
But, by one impulive occurrence or other, (among which, 
the inward delight he had in the work, tho' ſometimes 
intermitted, was not the leaft; ) it ſtill reviv'd and went-on 
afreſh; until (by degrees) his gleanings grew into a ſhock ; 
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which then he bound up and deſfign'd it only for private 
uſe. But ſo it was that ſore parts thereof (providentially) 
came to the view and hearing of certain ancient and ſober 
Chriſtians; who expreſſing an hearty good liking and 
approbation, ſomewhat warmly adviſed the Printing of 
it, for more general uſe; as that which might help, at 
Jeaſt to confirm, the tenure of thoſe already pofleſt of the 
Truth, but till remain ſubjet to ſifting. One who had 
caſt a favourable eye . on the contrary points, profeſſed 


himſelf well fatisficd with what he had found in this, 


tonching, the impotency of Natural Free-will, though aiſifted 
with general Grace; Urging alſo the publiſhing of ic, for 
that he thought its plainneſs might render it more convincing 
to ſome, than Scholaſtic Diſputes 5 which are fovnd to 
obſcure and puzzcl, rather than illuminate and ſettle the 
judgment of illiterate perſons. Another conſideration was, 
the effect it might have, to antidote young Profeſſors ; 
who being ſcarce out of the ſhell of their Natural Underftand- 
ing, are pronely receptive of Notions that ſpring from 
a Covenant of works; which by means of ſo plain a D:ſconrſe 
of Natures weakneſs, together with the neceſſity, canſtant 
readinefs, . and invincible Ethcacy of Divine Grace, they 
might happily be armed againſt. 


Repeated inſtances prevailed, at length, for a willingneſs 
to make it publick ; in caſe it ſhoutid alſo obtain approbation 
from approved Divinesz whoſe Teſt and Judgment he 
would firſt ſubmir it unto; and accordingly did: Retaining 


| Yet a deep ſence of his manifold inſufficiency for ſuch a 


works and praying, that his perſonal meannels and obſcurity 
may not prejudice tre Truth. 


This being the account formerly given, ſome later occur- 
rences have induced this farther Addition. After the 
firſt Impreſhon the Author was oft-times encounter'd by ſome 
of the contrary perſwation, whereby he came to know more 
of their Spirit and Principles chan before ; but not to his 
hetter liking of either : (He ſpeaks, but of ſuch as himſelf 
Zath conversd with, ) 


Some he found to cry-up that excellent Creature Mar 
and the great things he is able to do: A taking Lure! and 


-on!equently the more dangerous to ſuch as aie not well 
| ſetled 
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{etled in principles ; becauſe of that marvellous aptneſs that is 
in Nature, to be taken with its own commendation z and 
to fancy it ſelf conſiderable in procuring its own happineſs: 
As alſo, from the difficulty of taking up our Reft in the 
will of Another, whoſe wiſdom and love we are little ac- 
quainted with, nor can be, until we are pitchd upon it. | 
But, for the preſent al.”.ity of this Cnce excellent Creature | 
we have but verbal, Report; and muſt . therefore ſuſpend 1 
our belief, until they produce ſome creditable evidence for 
it, If thoſe that afſert it, have ſuch a Talent, it ihould not- 
be hid in the Earth : they ſhould ftill be turning the Penny ; 
and the greatneſs of their ſtock ſhould be feen by the 
Richneſs of their Effefts. *Tis no priat of honour cr Pru- 
dence, to boaſt of poſſeſſions, and all things at willz and 
yet live at the rate of an Underling Tcnant, who holds his 
All at the will of another : It's ſurely a Rational thing That 
to whom much is given, of him the more ſhouJd be required. 
It behoves therefore, to ponder thoſe ſcrioitz Qucftians, 
what f7gular thing do you? And what do you more than 
others ? 7. e. what Earnings have ye made of thoſe larger 
Talents ye profeſs to he endowed with ? This they ſhould 
give ſome tolerable account of, or elſe they'l be thought | 
to boaſt of a falſe gift; for it is not Words, but Performances, - 
muſt juſtifie abilities, and make-out the vertue of principles: 
Their fellow-Chriftians, are of themſelves not ſuificient to 
think, How then will thoſe anſwer it, with all thoſe florid þ 
Endowments, to be found even as they ? | 


And becauſe Scriptural Deduttions are moſt prefing ; ſome |! 
have a device to put-by their force without reliftance ; whar | 
they carnot anſwer, they will not underſtand ; it muſt. bear 
the name of Unintelligile Notion: The vanity of which 
cvaſion is obyions to any chat will but conlider it ; fince ths | 
Rudiments of any Science which by Inſtrutcticna and Uſe, 
are familiar to one, may be ſtrange and uncouth to another, | 
tho' of pregnaater parts than he, and bciter {KilG in other | 
facultic>» | 


Another Gin is their needleſs commixing, and conſequently | 
perplexing of fecret things with thotc revealed : When as: | 
they cannot be ignorant, that the Decree is Guls Rule, 
(which cannot be known to us, but by the Event, ) The Law | 
and the Teſtimony Ours; By which alone, a!l Doftrirnzs 

| are , 
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a 
are to be trycdz and our whole courſe both of judgment 
and prattice, to be Regulated here, and judged ac laſt: 
Ve all ackaowledge dark ſayings in Scripture, and things 
hard to be underſtood. But the. dithculties rife not ſo 
much from the Word, as a natural unbelief, prejudice, and 
darkneſs withinz with thoſe crooked, wrinkled, or diſco- 
lourcd Mediums Men commonly look-thorow at ſpiritual} 
things 3 which needs muſt render tne obiets they look-at 
unlike to them{clvcs. : 


There is alſo another Snare, as catching as any other, 
and as worthy. to be caution'd againſt: The Dottrine of 
Free Grace, being ſo illuſtrious in Scripture, as not to be 
ſpoken againſt; They'l talk as high for it in general terms 
as any other, and tell us what great preteniions their Dotrin 
hath to magnine Grace 3 and that they deſign nothing more 
than the honour of That : when as indeed, it is not Grace, 
but a contrary thing ſet up with that Name: For follow 
the ſtream either upward or downward; and as it all riſes 
from, io it all runs into freedom of will, and advancement of 
ſelf ; as is obvious to any impartial oblerver. 


The laſt thing IT ſhail notice at. preſent, are certain (ſeem - 
ngly accidental) Queries, modeſtly pretended for Arguments 
fake, to clear up obſcurities, and accord contradittions 
hich (though a cod work in it (elf if orderly managed ; ) 
they follow fo far, and in ſuch manner, that they do, in 
ettca, bring principles into queſtion; and craze the very 
ground-work of Religion. | 


"Theſe things are mentioned, not to uncover the weaknels 
ot Perions, but of Principles, and that only as they derogate 
irom the Honour of Free Grace, and tend to ſubverting the 
Soul z and the end of it is, to prevent ſuch as may be hovering 
aHout, ( as not knowing where to tettle,) that they may not 
be caught by inti.ingnets of words, which is fo contrary t9 
thc 1implicity of the Goſpel, What remains then ? Bur that 
we dlels God, adoring His glurious Wildom and Grace, that 
matter- of prefent Diity and greateft importance to us, arc 
fo plainly revcalcd ; and Eternal Salvation 1o little concern'd 
in the pretent conciliating of ſeeming diicord, There's 
enoi!Zh manifetic to take-up our time and ſtrength 5 and 
Our living vp to Vit we know, the rceadieit way to know 
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more: He that will do His Sill, ſhall know of His Dofrines } 
And in the fulacſs of time thoſe ſeeming diſcordances ſhalt | 
i have an illuſtrious Reconcilement : And they that have moft }- 
firmly believ'd now, againſt all thcir carna) reaſonings, and | 
unreaſonable contradictions, ſhall have not-the-weakeſt Re- 7? 
| flettions and Rays of Glory from the luſtre of that day ' And | 
this ( I ſuppoſe) he had an eye to, (a perſon of no ordinary 
Rank, for humane accompliſhments,) who treating of God's": 
Decrees, did freely confeſs, Thar he cou! not indeed comprehend | 
them, but would captivat2 Reaſon 10 the nvedience of Faith; | 
with which T cloſe: Subjoyning only a word of Relizious 
Education, v/7. That though it do 'nut confer Grace, it 
| may yet prove (and that fo, to many) a- good Preſervative 
trom Evils in Practice, and Errours in Judgment, which 
others (who had not that gracious priviledge) have more ' 
aptly tell-into. Betides, when God comes to work eftettually, 
thoſe Notions of Sin, of Chriſt, and of Grace, (of which 
betore, they had but the ferm ) have provd of imgular | 
uſe to facilirate the work, That the Lord will vouclifate his | 
clhng with it, 13 the Prayer of his Seryant, il 
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HE Sinner's Juſtification, or The Lord our Righteouſneſs : 
$ Deliverdin ſeveral Sermons, by bad. Grew, D. D. late 
Miniſter of the Goſpel in Coventry, The Second Edition. 

The Righteouſneſs of God through Faith, upon all, without. 
difference, who Believe. In Two Sermons. Preach'd at Pinners- 
#7all, on Rom. 3. 22, 

A Diſcuſfion of the Lawfulneſs of a Paſtor's Aﬀting 2s an 
Ortcer in other Chucches, beiiles that which he is eſpecially 
called to take the Overſight of, Both by the late. Reverend 
Mr. Nath. Mather. © 

The Figures or Types of the OK Teſtament, by which 
Chriſt and the Heavenly Things of the Goſpel were Preached 
and Shadowed to the People of God of Old, Explained and 
Improved, in ſundry Sermons. By Mr. Samuel Mather, ſome- 
time Paſtor of a Church in Dublin. 

The Throne of Grace, Diſcourſed from Zeb. 4.15. In Thir- 
teen Sermons. By the Reverend Mr. Robert Trail, M.A. 

A Learned and Accurate Diſcourſe, concerning the Guilt 
of Sin, Pardon of that Guilt, and Prayer for that Pardon. 
Written fome Years fiuce by the Reverend Mr. Tho. Gilbert, 
Miniſter of the Goſpel, lately Deceas'd at Oxford, 

JT he Divire Inftitution of Congrigational Churches,Minifters 
4nd Ordinances, as has been Prot fea by thoſe of that Perſua- 
fien. Afﬀferted and Proved from the Word of God. By //aac 
Chauncey, M. A. 

A Choice Drop of Honey from the Rock Chrift. : 

The Conquefts and Triumphs of Grace. By Miftv 
Mayhew. 

Patteries upon Satan's Kingdom. By Mr. Cotton Mather. 

The Life of Sir William Phips, Knt. Late Captain-General, 
and Governour of New-Eaglaud, Containing the Memorable 
C banges undergone, and Aftions Performed by him. 

Scripture-Proots for Singing Scripture-Plalms, Hymns and 
Spicitual Songs. By E. #, 
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Practical Diſcourſe 
CP 
GODs SOVEREIGNTY. 


H15S high and tremendous Attribute, being an 
Ocean that has neither Bank nor Bottom 3 
may nor lightly be lanched into by Any, though 
ever ſo ſtrongly built and well-Man'd, ( much- 
Icſs by ſo weak a Vetlel ) without a Divine 
Compaſs, and an Anchor within the Vail. That the Ay- 
thor of this Diſcourſe came into it, was not of Choice or 
Deſlignment, but of Courte and Emergent Neceſſity. Could 
he have found another Batiis to repoſe that Dogtrine up= 
on, which was ( at firſt ) his only iatended Subjett 3 he had 
not touch'd upon This: But, apparently to him, no ground 
would bear the weight of Eletion, but that of Soverezgmys 
and there it fixed as on a Rock: All the Lines of its whole 
Circumference, Running there, and Reſting there, as in 
their Center, where allo the Scripture hath laid it, in 
Rom. 9g. Eph. 1, &c. And, however it be a Foundation diſ- 
allowed of Men, every obſerving Chriſtian ſhall find, that 
without acknowledging Divine Sovereignty, for the Origi- 
nal, Supream, and unaccountable DNiſpoſer of Perſons and 
Things ; he ſhall want a principal means of ſupporting his 
Faith, and quieting his Unlerftanding in tie courſe of Coms 
mon Providencesz much more of thoſe Myſteriaus Occurren- 
ces, and Supernatural Truths, which he is Eternally cons 
ccrn'd about. 

In this Preface I ſhall treat Firft of God's Sovereignty, and 
thcn of his Aighteouſneſs, as its natural Adjuntt, The Sum 
of the tuſt lics un this Propoſition, v4. 

B Thas 
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q Fraaial Diſcourte 
That the Great God bleſſed for ever, hath an abſolute Power and 
Right of Dominion over his Creatwes, to diſpoſe and determine of 
them as ſeemetn Hin good. 


That there is fuch a Power, and that this Power belongs 
to God, no other Reaſon needs be aſhgn'd, but that Ze 7s 
God, and there is none beſides Him : There can be no more, be- 
cauſe, 1. There can be but one Infinite; for ſuch a Being 
fills Heaven and Earth 3 and ſo no place or room for another. 
2. There can be but on: Ommporent 3 For, He, that is ſuch, 
hath all others under his feet 5 Betides, where One can do 
all, wore would be impertinent. 3. There can be but 
one Sipreamz Supream Power may relide in Many ; ( as in 
mixt Mcenarchies and Commonwealths; ) but as Law-makers 
and Supream, they are but One. 4. There can be but one 
firſt Caule, from which all Beings elie derive their Original 3 
and that is this Bleſſed One we are ſpeaking of 3 Of rhom, and 
for whom are all thirps, 1 Cor. $.6. And it he be the Author 


of all, he needs muſt have a Soverci;n Right and Power to 


determine ali; both as to their Being, Order, Ericacy, and 
Endl., 

That Sovereipn Power belovgs to GOD, 1s a Truth ſo Natu- 
ral, and obvious to Realon, that other proot {eem> as need- 
iſs, as that the Sun is the Fountain of Light : Ner ſhall I 
{uppole that any who will read this Diſcourſe, can lo tar for- 
get themſclves to be Creaturcs, as to leck a provi of their 
Creator's Sovercignty 3 The things that ars fecn, iv loudly 
proclaiming his Etcrnal Power and Godhead. But nnce, 
with our catic a:mitting the Notgi, It 15 nos of the tmalleſt 
dithcultics, to own it in our Prattice, and bar our [1c an- 
{werably towards him Since. allo { huge a wilzht 1; born 
on the ſhoulders cf this Privine Attribute, and cur Souls are 
fo highly concern'd in the tnrereſt and Influences of its, Tt needs 
1W:4t be our duty, and well worthy our time, to lock o'r the 
inftancc; of it, and to mark ana contider them well, as things 
greatly importin:; our Infiruction 3 whereby we may know 
fomcthing of the Greaieſs of that Ged in whoſe hands our 
Euuls are; a+ allo of our infinite diſtance from him, and no- 
thingncis ro himg and iv, with the more humbleneſs of 
mind, and felt-abaſemcnt; as allo, with the more Faith, 
and Cr.ature-lite athance, ſubmit unto him, and bear our 
{c!ves upon him. To this end, the Scriptures have inrolled 
ſevC- 


of God's Sowerergnty, ' QC. y_ 
ſeveral Erfigns of Sovereignty z by which, ( as by fo many 
footſteps, ) we are led to the Ab/olure ill, and Power of God, 
as the Supream Caule and Diſpoſer of al. 

The Great Att of Sovereignty was God*s Decree for making 
the World 3 and of doing, or permitting to be done, what- 
ever ſhould be in it, to the folding of it up. The Heavens 
and the Farth, and all the Hoſts of them, as yet had no be- 
ing : It was at his pleaſure, whether he would make ther 
or not : And if he would, what being he would give them z 
to what End, and #0r> thatend ſhould be accomplithed. Aud 
that theſe were all aſcertain*l by the Decree, is evident 
For, known unto God were all his Works ( Which he would do 
in time ) from the beginnivg of th: World, Aﬀts 15. 18. The 
Scheme and Subſtance whereof, ( and I hope, withour intru- 
fion ) may be drawn to this Effect ; That the Grear God, 
Moſt high and holy, being infinitely good, happy, and bleſ- 
ſed in himſelf; was alſo infinitely prompt and well-pleaſed 
to communicate thereof to others, To which end, H*= deiign- 
cd to raiſe up Creatures, Angels, and Men: That for the | 
manifeſtation of His Sovereignty z He would confirm a cer- 
tain number of thoſe Angels in their Primitive State ; leave 
ing the reſt to themſclves ; who, talling from. that State, 
ſhould be caſt down, and reſerved itt Chains of darkneſs un- 
to the Judgment of the Great Day. That in this lower 
World, he-would fet-up the firſt Man to be the Hear and 
Repreſentative of all that ſhould come of him. That this 
ſingle Perſon ſhould be created in the Image of God, fit ta 
enjoy Communion with Him, and endued with Power to 
abide therein. That to manifeſt the weakneſs of Creatures, 
and their perpetual dependence upon God ; he would thus 
leave him to his firſt ſtock; with a perfe& freedom of Will, 
to retain, or lole 1t at hi, own choice 3 ( but not without 
ſetting bcfore him the happineſs or Ruine, that would cer 
tainly follow his well or ill nſing that Freedom: ) And, bes 
ing ſolctt, the fallen Angel tempting him to diſobedience, and 
alſo prevailing, both himſelf and all his Poſterity ſhould by 
this Revolt, fall under the curſe, Thar for the Declaration 
of his Sovereign Grace, He would, (and accordingly did 
chooſe a certain number of Adam's Poſterity, { in themſcives 
all alike depraved and loft ) and ordain them to } .-cnal 
Life: And to make known the Power ot his Wrarh, and his 
juſt diſpleaſure againſt Sin; he would leave the Reſt in that 
State of Pexdition they would nh themſclyes into, T = 
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of theſe Vellels of Wrath, Satan himſelf ( whom they choſe 
to follow ) ſhould be the Head and Ruler; as alſo, over 
them that were Elefed, for a time; viz. until the Meſſiah, 
their true and proper Head, and into whom he had choſen 
them, ſhould reſcue them out of his Power. That to this 
end, (and that he might be known to be Fuſt, as well as 
Merciful, in juſtifying of them ) the Son of God ſhould take 
on him the place of a ſecond Adam, and come into the 
World with a humane Body gz In which he ſhould fulfil all 
Righteouſneſs, and by the infinite vertue and merit of his 
Death, ſhould ſatisfic the Law in all its Demands z deftroy 
the Devil, diffolve his Works ; and Reconcile the Elett unto 
God : That he ſhould be raiſed again from the Dead, and 
inveſted with all Power befitting the Captain of their Sal- 
vation ; that ſo he might effectually Miniſter to them, what- 
ever ſhould be requilite for bringing his Sons- to Glory. 
This | take to be tlic ſum of God's Decree 3 the Great Enirgn, 
or Standard-Roy:l of Sovereignty whereof all the other are 
Eff-ts or Conſequents, and ſubordinate thereto. 

The firſt viſible Enfizn of Sovereignty, was Creation, or Gods 
fiving the World an attual exiſtence, in time, according to 
his Decres from Ecerlaſtivg ; bringing that huge, yet void 
and formleſs Maſs, at firft our of Nothing 5 and then, this 
glorious Fabrick out of that Cornfuſtior, His hanzing the 
Earth upon nothing : His aſhgning toevery ſort of Creatures, 
fuch Form and Station, Order, Uſe, and. Erhcacy, and im- 
preſſing on them fuch Laws and Inftintts of Nature, as ſeem- 
el him good 3 ( but a!l in a regular ſubſcrviency to the good 
of the whole : ) Which alſo was effetted by his words What 
he would, was dove with that immedzate tuddennels, as if the 
tings themſelves had proceeded with his Breath (a). The 
inſtant production of Light (6), The Waters ſcparating 
from the other Elements, and gathcring into a Body ; and 
their going up and down to the place he had foundc for 
them {c), With many others ( of which ye have an Jadex 
In tle firft of Gen-f5 ) are Witnefles of it: Ascalio, His fo 


fex1-g this Trabliſhment, that they continue this Day accordirg 


w that Ordinance (dA) 
Conſcquent to this, as a ſecond Enſign of Sovereignty, 
15 Gat unrverſal Providence, by which the Creation is fullune, 
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and all inferiour Cauſes guided t6 their deſigned End ; and 
this, notwithſtanding all ſuppolable accidents, which might 
poſhbly happen to obſtruct or divert them. And that the 
Creatures have, at times, deviated from their firſt Rules and 
Settlement, is no derogation to the Dofrine of God's Sove- 
reignty, but rather an il]uſtration of it 3 as ſhewing, that the 
Creatures are ſtill in his hand, as Clay in the Potters. Hence 
we find their innate propentions to be ſometimes ſuſpended ; 
Otherwhiles acte1 beyond; and at times again, quite contrary 
to, the law of their Nature: An this, not caſually, nor by 
the force of created powers, not yet for any private or ſelt- 
concern z. but to ſerve ſome ſpecial and ſuperiour End, which 
their Lord had to be done :; To inſtance a few ; And 

1. Of Creatures without Iifezy As the Windows of Heaven 
opening, and the Fountains of the Great Deep breaking up, 
(notwithſtanding the Firmament above, and the Bounds be- 
neath) to drown the World of ungodly Men {e) The Red 
Sca's dividing and ſtanding-up as a Wall, to make way for 
His People's eſcape ( f ). The Sun an Moon's ſtanding ſtill 
till they were avenged on their Enemies (g ). The Stars to 
the ſame end, fizhting againſt Siſzra (þ). The Sun's going 
back in Ahaz his Dial to help 77e32k7424'> Faith (7), The fic- 
ry Furnace devouring thoſe at a diſtance, who caſt in thoſe 
holy Confeffors ; an not ſo much as touching them that werc 
caſt into it (bt), The Winds and the Seas, which are ſuch im- 
pctuous, (and one would think, even jawlel>) Creatures they 
ſtir not, nor breathe, but to faltil his Word (1). 

2. Of Living, Creatures that have not the uſe of Reaſon : 
How readily went they by pairs into Noab's Ark, at God's 
appointment (m7), - The Frogs, Lice, Locuſts, Tc. With 
what ſupernatural boldneſs did they atlault and perplex the 
F'gyptians ! That the Magicians themſelves contetfed, the fin;- 
ger of God was in it (72); and as ſtrangely withdrew,when their 
work was done (vo). Witneſſca alfv by the Dumb Afﬀs's re- 
proving the Prophet's madnets (p), The Lion's killing the 
I-duced Prophet, for breaking God's: Command ; yet not 
eating the Carcals, nor tcaring his AMfs.9)- A Tavenous 
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(e):Genc:7. 115: (1) Ex0ds 14. 22» 187 Foſh. 10. 13» 
(h) Fadp. 5. 20... (1) 2 K17gsS 20. 1s (k;} D47. 3. 22, 
and' 27; (1). Pj6.148. $-- Mark 4. 30- and 42. £m) Gen, 
7 S, andl v. (n) Exod, $. 19.0} ver. 13. (P) 2 Pete 2. lf» 
(q) 1 Xing 13» 26, and 29, 
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Bird bringing Elijah food in his ſolitary Condition (r): The 
Whale's receiving Fonah, and at God's command, cafting 
him on dry Land, without harm (s): The Lyons alſo not 
hurting Panel in their Den; yet greedily devouring his 
Accuſers (rt). Tt muſt needs be a Sovereign Power, which 
thus Intends, Reſtrains, Inverts, the courſe of Nature at his 
Will. 

Thirdlv, Another Enſign afſcrting Go.l's Supremacy, and 
Rightf..l Dominion,is the general Vote and Subſcription of Me, 
eſpecially the moſt kromi'g, and ſuch as beſt underſtand him : 
1. They own it in their Practice or Actions; Abel offers 
the Firſtlings of his Flock to God (vu); Abraham leaves his 
Naive Country at God's command, to go he knew not whi- 
ther (x): He alſo offers his only and innocent Son J/aac, in 
whoſe Life an1 Poſterity all Nations were to be bleſſed { »). 
Fob, when ſtript of all, falls down and worſhips (+). When 
his two Sons were deſtroyed by Fire from Heaven, Aaror 
held his Peace (4): EF, when that tingling Sentence was 
denounced againſt his Houic ; Jr 1s the Lord, let him do what 
ſeemeth him good (6). Daurd, when driven from God's Sanctua- 
ry, and his Throne uſurp'd by Abſaiom, Behold, here I am, 
let ki;a do to me as ſe meth good to him (c), The Men of Nine- 
ver, their Deſtruction was pronounced peremptorily 5 of 
witch they had no promiſe of Remiſhon 3 and conlequent- 
ly no vinble ground of hope; yet they belizved God, faſted, 
lay in ſackcloth, ad motcd from tear evil way {(d). 2- They 
likewiſe own it in their Confeifions and Atteftations: Melchi- 
zeacck and Abrakim, do both ftile him The Moſt High God, © 
Poſjefſor 55 Heaven and Farth (F196 profeſieth,that though he 
were Aignreons, Yer it Col will contend with him, he will not 
anſwer, but make Suppitc ation 10 his Fudge (f ), The Lord hath 
made al! thi-gs ſor biniſeif ig). For his pleaſure they are, and 
were cr:ated (kh). Ie are the Clay, and thou our Potter (1), He 
T9: keth all rhivps after 162 Conrfel of his onn Will (6B. #ept 
verh not account of aity of vs Matter (I). In his 17and 15 the Soul 
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3 $725 17. 6. (8): Fonab 3: 17, with chap. 2.10. 


(t) Det; 6.22, and 224; (0) Gen: 4:4: (x): Gen, 12-4 
T7) Go:.22. 2- and. 40.2) $65 1-21; © (a). Levis 10: 
2, and-2; (bd: 1/S2m."g..13 (0):2 £am.-15. 26:40) Forah 
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6f every living thing (m), He is the God of the Spirits of ail 
Jeſh (n). All Nations before him are leſs than nothing and Vani« 
ty (0). He ſtills the tumult of the People (p). If it be of God ye 
canmor overthrow it (q\, The: Counſel of the Tord that [ball 
ſtand (r). The lot is cat into the lap; but the whole diſpoſing 
thereof is of the Lord (s). The Kingdom is the Lords, and be 1s 
Governour among the Nations (t). Nebuchadnezzar, that proud 
and potent Monarch, wholegreatneſs reached unto Heaven, and 
his Dominion to the end of the Earth; All Nations trembled before 
hims whom he would, he flew; and whom be would, he kept 
alive s who ſaid in his Jeart, 1 will aſcend into Heaven, 1 will 
Exalt my Throne above the Stars of God, 1 will be like the Mo$t 
High: And who is that God thar ſhall deliver out of my hand ? 
Yet even he, this child of Pride, 1s made to coniels One high- 
er than himſelf, and to bow before him; proclaiming to 
the World, That the moſt 7igh doth accordirg to his IVilI, mm the 
Army of Heaven, and among the Inhabitants of the Earth, and 
none can ſtay his hand, or [ay unto him, What doſt thou ? And 
thoſe that walk in pride, Zte is able to abaſe (u\, It might far- 
ther be infranced in Carr, Pharagh, Baiaam, and other wick- 
ed Men; how they were ever? conftratned, to acknowledge 
the Soverciznty of God ; as. appears by comparing, Exod. 
5. 2, With ch. g. 27, 23. and Numb, 22. 19, Davius allo in 
Dans 6. 26,2 7,:25- 

Fourthly, Another evidence or witneſs, w2 have from the 
Angels, who are great in Power : Notwithftanding which, 
they do perfectly own and ſubmit to the Sovereignty of God, 
Where Subject> are numerous, wiſe and magnanimous z 
and withal, perfectly ſubmils to the Will of their Lord ; 
it argucs their Lord is an adlolute Sovereign : And ſuch 
are the Angels: (1.) The Ele, or Good Angels: Theſe 
ſhew it by their ready Submiſhon to any Service their 
Lord is pleaſcd to appoint them : They are His Jnrellz- 
gencers in this. lower World (4a): Not that he needs their 
advite;, but to ſhew a little of the Majeſty of his King- 
dom. They are alſo his Meſſ-ngers 3 He tends them on his 
Errands to negotiate His attairs among Men, and to reveal 
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His purpoſes both concerning his Church, and the World, 5), 
They are His Chartots (c). His Reapers (4), The Executio- 
ers of Hi3 Judgments (e). And Chrifts attenlants at His 
coming, (f). 

The Apoſtate Angels or wicked Spirits 3 though the Te- 
ſtimony we have from theſe, is not from love or good 
will, yet it 15 as great an Evidence of God's Sovereignty, as 
any other; in that, being Enemies to God, prout, and um- 
perious, they are yet over-awed, and compelld to ſubmir. 
And hence it was that the Devil darcd not to anſwer again, 
when that fatal Sentence was pronounced upon him for ſe- 
ducing onr firit Parents (g). We have him alſo preſenting 
himſ*l1t before the Lord, to give account of his Actions ; 
and touch Job, or any thing he had, he durſt not, without 
jeave from God, nor vary a Tot from the Rule preſcrib'd 
him (46). In the Evangeliſts are many Inſtances of Chriſts 
commanding them forth with Authority 3 yea, a whole Legt- 
07 at once (7), Nor could they. fo much as cnter into the 
Swine, without hi> leave (t'. And, which is more, they 
were {ubjett to the Apoitles, who had but a delegared, or ſe- 
cond-hand Power committed to them (7). 

Fiſthly, We have the Lnrd himjelf afſerting his Sovereight 
Prerogative, In how loity a ftile, and with what Impcrial 
Authority, doth He utter himſelf to Tharavh! And in very 
deed for this Caviſe have I raiſed thee up for ro ſhew my Power 01 
thee (m), The Apoſtle quotes the place to prove, that God 
may raile-up Mcn, ani appoint them to what ule and ſervice 
he will (7). Ito kan made the ſeetiig, or the bilad © have not 
I the Lori (oY). Jill, a''d I mate alive ip). T1 will jvew Mercy 
on who.n 1 will jper Mmrey (q\. Ja the firt, and Tamnthe full; 
end beſides me there is 09 G3.ls 1:1 who, as 1, ſpall call, and 
foal d-clare it, and jt it in ord» 0ofore me? Stice T appointed the 
ancient Poople, ad 192 1015p 1721 are comirg, and ſcail come (r\. 
My Cou7je! 41 Stand, Fr 67 #9. ail my pleaſure iS): My word 
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whereto I ſend it (t) : And if the Prophet be decerved, I the Lord 
have deceived that Prophet,and 1 will deſtroy him (u). A remar- 
kable ſtroy is that of the lying Spirit, and the effetual Com- 
miſhon he had from God, to pcriwade, and allo to pre- 
vail (x), How ſhould we tremble before God at the hear- 
ing of ſuch a word! But yet, I do not reckon the lait two 
as atts of pure Sovereignty, but rather of His Juſtice z as pu- 
niſhing one fin, by leaving to another z according to that in 
Rom. 1. 21. and 28. Becauſe that when they knew God, they 
glorified Him not as God z, Nor liked to retain him in their know- 
ledge, God gave them over to a Reprobate mind. And yet 
there 15 here an impreſſion of Sovereignty z in that he deals not 
{0 with all, whoare alike obnoxious to it. 

Sixthly, Another Enfign of Sovercignty is form'd of thoſe 
ſeveral Ads and Inftitutes, which cannot be derived (at leaſt 
n0t ſo immediately) from any other Attribute, as that of 
Sovercignty. TI ſhall inſtance a few, viz. The putting of 
Man's everlaſting condition, upon his Eating or Non-eating 
the fruit of ſuch a Tree ( y ) : In not deſtroying Adam pres» 
iently upon his diſobedience; And in the free promiſe of a 
Saviour, unſought unto tor it (4). In protefting Cain, when 
he had forfeited his life to Juſtice (4) 5 In preſerving Ham 
from the Deluge, though as wicked as thoſe that periſhed 
[/b\, Jn ordering the Bleffing to: Facob, who! ſought it 
unduly z and denying it to Eſau, who ſought it diligently,and 
£© whom it belong'd of Natural Right (c). In the ſudden 
turning of Eſau's heart to love Facob, whom he had znvere- 
rately hated, and came with full purpoſe to deſtroy him : yet 
in a trice, his heart iz melted, he weeps on his Neck, and 
offers himſclf and Sould:crs to be his Convoy (4). In cau- 
ting a fear to fall on the Amorites, that they did not purſue 
Facov, when highly provoked by his Son3 Cruelty on the 
. Men of Sechem(e). In ſending a Meſſage of Peace to Sho, 
whom he had dexermin<cd to deſtroy; and to that end had 
Hhardned his ſvirit,and made him obſtinate ( f). In cauſing thoſe 
Nation» to deftroy one another, who came leagued to de- 
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ftroy Ztis People (8g); In deſtroying Eſau's Mount Ir _ 


bly, and for ever z when as Iſrael, whoſe Land alſo was full of 


Sin, ſhall not he forſaken (þ): 


Eſpecially, contidering, 


that 


thele were the ſeveral effetts of His loving the one, and ha- 
wing t 1 ms an that before they had done either good or 
In ſendivg F;etiel to a rebellious Houſe that would 


evil (1): 


770t hea ; and zor ſ:nding him to them that would (kt): 


In 


hiding the Myfſtcrics of his Kingdom from the miſe and pru- 
dent, and revealing th-m to Bab-s (1) : And ſpeaking mn Pa- 
rabl-s to the Multitu le, Tet they frould be converted (1) 

It 3 furthcr maniteit, by the Lord's puniſhing ( ſome- 


times) I-ſſer t1 tefpaſſe: and that. |: 


rely and in his own; whiles 


winking at thofe of 4 greater ma -nirude in other Men 3 Moſes 
IS excluded Canim for a halty word, though ſmartly provo- 


ked (#), when Forals but mildly 


expoitulating (9: 


when the k1isiimes bore it away in 


reproved for pathonately 


U7ztah dies tor but touching the Ark (p) ; 


trtumph (q)s Hezekiab but 


thews the Ambaſſadors from 54byi0n,his Houle and Treaſures ; 
and for this, his Sens and all muſt go into Captivity (r). 
Not that any Sin is little in it ſelf, or pun iſhed beyond 1ts 


demerit ; 


but, the Lord 15 pticaſ- 


4 thus to do, partly to tſhew 


his diſpleaſure againſt Sin, 208 that He will not bear with 
it even in mow that are 
( if not chiefly, 


refgn Greatneſs, and the 
The 734 Palm is full to tie ſame purpoſe 


(ch like 


124Ye8! oy Him : - 


But partly alſo 
) to ſet forth His Sove- 
anc neſs of His matters (5). 
That allo of 


Fob, and the manner of Go:!'s dealings with him, is much 


to be ren 
( Not a man like Job, 7 all th: 


rark'd : He had lived a very ftrit and holy Life, 
Earth, the Lord himſelf ſeems 


to Glory in him ) nnto went al outward Bleſhngs Were pro- 
miſed, and freeloin from f 
of all, beld fat his iitegrt ” (t E. yet the L 'ord g0es on to af- 


| fit him, 


Power. 


and leaves 


him who! iy (ſaving his L ifs 
a5 *his Fricnds objcet- 
; God ; but 


"Bad he becn 4 wiche >1 Man, 
cd ) thoſe ſufferings hail evidenced the Tullice © 


{uffcrings 3 and when bereft 


) in Satan's 


(g) 2 Cho 
Mal. 1. 4. 
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mow, His Sovereignty which alſo ems to be intended by 
that Speech of God to Satan, Thou movedſt Me againſt him, to de- 
ftroy him witho* a cauſe. | 

Seventhly , There are yet other footſteps of Sovereignty s 
by which that high and holy Attribute is farther illuſtrated 
to us 3 As (namely) the Lord's over-rulirg the Deſigns and Ati- 
ons of Men, 1 brivg His own Counſels 10 paſs; albeit, improper 
in their own natures yea, difſervie»t thereto and ſometimes 
(by men) conirived on purpoſe to prevent them. The pro- 
ject of building Babels Tower to keep that rebellious 
Ront together ; it turn'd to their utter diſperſion (u) 3 Fa- 
cob; diſhmulation, and palpable abule of his Fathers infir- 
mity; it proved a means to obtain his bleſſing ; and that 
contaiy to his ſetled intendment (x); La2an's dealt hardly 
with Facob to keep him low, and to ſerve himſelf of him z 
but God takes occaſion thence to give him : aban's ſubſtance, 
and that by Labar's conſent and agreement ( y). To obvis 
ate Foſeph's dreams, his Brethren ſell him intu Egypt: And 
by this means the Lord keeps them all alive, and accompli- 
fheth that honour to Foſeph, which they /ettly intended to pre- 
vent (23). Pharaoh lays inſuperable burdens on the People 
to diminiſh them ; and the Lord Multipizes them under it 
The more they were oppreſſed, the faſter they grew (a): Moſes, 
a keeper of ſheep, a Man flow of ſpeech, and one that had 
n0 mind to the work (5); yet he ſhall be God's Ambaſſader 
to Pharaoh, (the proudeft and mot inflexible Monarch 
upon Earth) and bring Iſrael out of bondage. And who 
ſhall he His Commander in chief, to deliver his People 
from their potent oppretfors? but Deborah, a Woman (c), 
At another time, Gideon, who)e family was poor in Manafſch, 
and he the lea#t in bis father's houſe (4). And though he had a 
numerous and powerful Enemy to deal with, and (one would 
think) had nced of all the hands he could make to fight 
them ; yet, his Army of two and thirty thouſand, muſt be re- 
duced to rhree hundred Menz and they to have no other 
Arms, but Trumpers and Lamps in their Pitchers: and by theſe 
He delivers them from that huge Hoſt (e). And much like 
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unto this, was Shamgar's killing fix hundred Men with an 
Ox-goad (f). And Sampſon a thouſand, with the Jaw-bone of 
an Aſs (g). It may further be traced, in His producing 
contrary effefts by the ſame cauſe z and then again, tne ſame 
effeas by cauſes contrary (h). So Dantel and his fellows, they 
had a fairer Countenance with Pulſe and Water, than thoſe 
who eat of the King's own proviiion (7). It is further evi- 
denced by his cauting the wrath of Man to turn tro His 
praiſe z which in the nature and tendency of it, is to deſtroy 
them that praiſe him (k). By His catching the wile in their 
own craftineſs; and cauiing them to fall by their own devi- 
ces (i), witnels Abb (m), and Zaman (n), The perſecution 
of the Saints at Feruſalem, was deſigned to ſuppreſs the Do- 
Erine of Chriſt ; which yet was thereby diſperſed into many 
Countries, and Gauſed ro grow mightily (0). So, the Prea- 
cher's impriſonment Proved to the furtherance of the Goſpel (p). 
and fince the Scriptures were finiſhed, Humane ftories, and our 
own obſervation dv abundantly prove the Matter in hand : 
Do but conſider, how it prevailed, to the dethroning of Sa- 
tan, and turning, the Worl1 upiide down, and this by means 
the weakeſt and moſt unlikely (to Reaſon) that could be pitch- 
ed upon: Not the Sword and »5pear, the Bow and Battle-axez 
the Bardcd Horſe, and the Martial Heroes of the Earth ; but by 
the bare \Word of God; And this, not by the hands of the 
Tearned Scribes, and Phariſees, I awyers, Doctors, Poets, Philo- 
ſopbers 3 but by poor iterate Fiſhermen, Carpenters, Publi- 
ans, Tent-makers: And who ſhall h: the Subiects and Party 
Militant of this nevcr-to-he-conquered Kingdom 2 not the 
WWije and Prudent, Mighty and Novle z but Babes, the Poor, 
Weak, Baſe, Deſpijed, and things that are not 5 And by theſe 


He confounds tit: things that ar? {q). And by what Arms? 
Patience, and Faith in the Blood of the 1 amo (7), 

Conſider alfo, the wnflanr perfecntion of the Church, and 
that by Men of al ſorts, eſpecially, thoſe of grearesd Power 
and Policy z the barbar ous devasl ttinms that have been made up- 
on it ; and with what mplacavle eniatcy the World 13 edged 
againſt it; an1 that yet it F.ads i2:incole, and is ftill get- 
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ting ground; ye cannot but acknowledge the evident foot- 
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an 

of ſteps of Sovereign Power z That the Moi High beareth Rule over 
ng - all (5). And as for the Counſels of the wiſe, He turneth them back- 
ne ward (t). 

ey Eighthly, An eſpecial Ray of this glorious Power, ſhines 
Ye forth in God's adual predominating and ſubduing the Spirits of 
Vie Men, in Calling and Converting whom He will. One would 
I1s tiiink that a Rational being thould better diſcern his own 
oy intercſt 5 and out of choice, comply with the will of his 
Ir Maker, as who muft needs beft know what is beſt for His 
i- | Creature; and. who in Reaſon can have no other deſign up» 
n on him, but his own good. But, we find it otherwiſe s 
0- the beſt things degenerated turn the worſt, and are hardli- 
ny eft reducd, Of all Creatures, Man fallen, doth moſt avert, 
a- impugn and refift, when God would turn him out of his - 
J natural courſe z notwithſtanding, that the foreſt of evils 
Ir do attend his preſent ſtate; and all deiirable happineſs 
: would apparently follow his change, Yet, ſo wedded he 
1- is to his Luſts, and head-ftrong in his own Will, that none 
's of theſe things move him: But On he goes, and On he 
1- willz yea, though an incenſed Angel, with a drawn Sword 
4 ſhould withſtand him. To cruſh them to 7othing, or break 
y them 77 pieces, were eallly effetted ; a little of Divine Power 
2 would do that: But, to humble a proul and lofty Spirit 5 


j- To ſoften and melt an obdurate heart 3 To rame, mzeken, and re- 
- vncile, a Sarguinary Rebel z To change the very inwards of 
7 One habituared in Sin and enmity againſt God, and make him 
- pliable to Divine imprethonsz This highly proclaims the 
exceeding Greatneſs of His Power ; "tis a glorious Trophee 
of Dive Sovereignty ; Which alſo is farther conſpicuous, 
q and greatly illuſtrated in Mazrtaining the work begun, and 
bearing it on through all opolfÞbns: For, there needs 
| the ſame Almightineſs of Power to preſerve the new Cxea- 
; _ tion, asat firft to raiſe it 5 The way of God being altogether 
upwards and ſupernatural, there's a great pronenels in Crea- 
tures to Revolt from it ; (like a Rolling Stone on the ſteep 
ot a Hill) The remains of old Nature, would Torrent-like 
bear down all, if Sovereign Power did not bear-up the One, 
and ſuſtain the other. For a /p.izk, of Divine Nauwe to live 
in the Breaſt of a lapſed Creature, is as feat a Miracle, and 
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as high an Effet of Sovereign Power, as all the Inſtance 
before enumerated, and more. 

Ninthly, The Sovereignty of God proclaims it ſelf with a 
yet-more aſtoniſhing Glory, in His Eternal diſpoſure of 
Men's Everlaſting condition : To ſhew, or 70t to ſhew Mercy 
to perſons equally dignified, ( or rather indignified) in them- 
{clves; To make of the ſame Lump, one Veſſel to honour, and 
another to diſhonour, is the ſublimeſt A&, and moſt appa- 
rent demonſtration, of Sovereign Power concerning Men. 
The Reaſon of which, ( and that to ſatisfaction ) mzghr have 
been given, and ro:1d, had it befitted the Greameſs of 
God, or the 'Truſt and Reverence we owe to him : But, for 
the preſent, He is pleaſcd to give none other, but that of His 
Right; He may do what He will with His own, Rom. 9. 18. 

Lafily, Moſt tranſcendently glorious, and for ever ado- 
rable, 1s the Sovereignty of God, in his ordaining the Man 
FESUS, who was Holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparate from 
Sinners, and was alſo united to the ſecond Perſons to make 
Fits Soul an offerirg for fin. That the Lord of Glory ſhould be 
made St, and a Curſe; that was ſuch a Tremendous Att of 
Divine Sovercignty, as never ſhall be paralleF'd ; and ſhould 
{ therefore ) for ever ſeal-up our lips from replying 
again't God, abuut His diſpoſing of ſirful Worms z which 
thing, when ever we hear or think upon, we ſhould put 
our Mouths in the Duſt, 

Before I cor1e to the Inferences, I would add a Caution 
or two, to prevent thoſe Fniſter Deduttions which our deceit- 
ful hearts may be ready to draw from his Sovereign Tru." : 

Caution, 1, Sce that you make not God the Autlior of 
fin, by charging His Sacred Decree with Men's Miſcarriages 


\ as if That werethe Cauſe or Cccafion of them ; which we are 


{ure 1t 15 70r, nor can beY any wore than the Sun can be the 
cauke of darkneſs. Be it alwaics remembered, That the Lord's 
Rejecting of Mcn purs nothing of Evil into them, nor ne- 
ceſhtates the will; It only leaves them to their ow? ways, 
which they freely chooſe : yer Banking them in, and Noppirg 
them up, as He did the Fountains of the Great Deep ; left 


They Deluge the World with fm 


Cant/on 2, Go not about to palizate, nor think to exr2;1ae 
vour tin, by Arguments tctcht from God's Decree. That fin 
of the Fer's in Crucifying the Lord of Glory, was in no wiſe 
teffened, becauſe the Cou:jel of God had determined the thisg ts 
be duite; For, they preperrated it with ricked herds, Wor 35 
Mans 
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Mans Unbclicf cer the leſs culpable, from God's Eternal diſ- 
voſement of their conditions ; For, it is not upon rhat con- 
fideration, that they ſtumble at the Word, or turn the deaf 
Ear to it, or reſift it; but from their own natural blind- 
neſs and enmity againft it. 

And ſo I come to the Inferences of this greatly-impor- 
tant Dottrine: And 

Eirſt, From the Scriptures ſo copzouſly holding it forth, 
L infer, That the Dottrine of God's Sovereignty is a very 
r2ackivp Doftrine, and fall of inſtruction; and conſequently, 
that it is both a Duty, and much for our Profit, to be well ac- 
quainted with it; And great confidence I have, Thai the 
farther ye £0 in an humble f:ducial diſquiſition and Contem- 
plation of it, the clearer will be the Rea/07 thereof; and the 
more uſcfulnels will frill appear to be in it. Let Reaſon but 
keep its own Place , (that is, let it go by the Rules of 
Kight Reaion) and nothing will be more conlonant thereto, 
than that rhe MoS. Z/igh ſhould bear Rule over all, and Do accor- 
ding to F/is Will; and that Mei, who are Atoms of Clay a- 
nimated by his breath, ſhould own Him for their Soverez 
iord, and accordingly ſubmit to Him ; yea, though fo it 
were, that our own p2rſo2n! welfare were not concern'd in 
it, 1t will be of ſrgular Ule and Momeng. to ns, in the 
whole of our lives : Nothing like this, will allay thoſe car- 
nal Reaſonings, which are fo unreaſonably prone to put-in 
their Verdict of Spiritual things 3 (which yet, Carnal Reaſon 
hath no cogniſance of) and will (indeed) be filenced by 
nothing elſe: The Apoſtle, therefore, thinks them not 
wo: thy a further Reply, whoſe caprzous Enquiries the Sove- 
reignty of God will not fatishe (4). O, that the glory of this 
Eigh Attribute might hide Pride from Men! 

A ſecond Inference, which naturally flows from this Do- 
ctrine, is that of the Pſalmift 5 Oh, core, let us Worſhip, 
and byw donn and kneel before the Lord our Maker, (b): Let 
us give Him the glory of this great Attribute, by a Real and 
Prattical Owning, that 7ndiſpzyible Bond of Obedience, which 
it lays upon every Creature: We are highly obliged by it, 
both in point of Subicttion, and in point of Faith. 

i. In point of Subjettion; Lo His Laws, Ordinances, DPro- 
IAences. 
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Firſt, For the Laws of God, and His Appointments : Theſe 
we are to attend, obſerve, obey, T cannot ſay, For the Lord 
hath need of them ;, (for, nither can our Righteouſneſs profit 
Him z nor our IF:ckedneſs 11pair Him, (c). He 1s the Lord thy 
God, and worſhip thou Him, (4), This is that ſtrong Reaſon 
by which he hath backed both Commands and Prohibitions : 
I am the Iord thy God, (s). Thou ſhalt do thus: And thus 
thou ſhalt not do; 1 am the Zord ; This He (ets in the Front 
of All;z and with this he cloſeth the Rear, and Guards them 
on every fide. Mojes brings it in as a convincing Reaſon, 
why we ſhould love God with our whole heart, and kcep 
vis Commandments, (namely) becauſe He is the LTord, and 
He ozly, Deut. 6, 4. No One, therefore, may pretend to 
a Right of giving Laws to Men, or to an intereſt in their 
love and obedience z ſave with reſpe& to God, and the 
Authority they have from Him. 

And though he ſometimes 1s pleaſed, (and it is a great 
condeſcention in the Great God) by Arguments taken 
from our ow? Good, to draw us to Obedience; (Do it, for 
it # your life (f); yet in our Spirits That of his Soverergr 
Glory ſhould have the Preterence, To caft out Jſhmael, was a 
thing grievous to Abraham 3 but being Commanded of God, 
he debates it not,,Not, Nor delays #0 do it. Therefore, hold-on 
your way, though nevcr ſo great obſcurity be upon it at 
p:cſent: Mind your duty in the midſt of diſcouragements: 
Do as Peter, who, though he had labour'd all night, and 
caught nothing ; yet, Maſter, Art thy command 1 will let down 
the Net again, Liik. 5- 5- 

2. Be ſubjett to His Ordinance; If He pleaſe to Com- 
mand the uſing luch Means as have no Natural vertue to- 
wards ſuch an affect, (as in Moſes's ftretching his hand over 
the Seaz and finiting the Rock with his Rod: ſo Wa- 
ter in Baptiſm, Bread and Wine in the Lord's Supper) 
Preſume not to ſay, I/hat 1s there in theſe 5 Godlinels is a 
Myſtery, which only Faith can undcrftand ; There is no 
Divine Inftitution, but lath meat in it that you know not of, 
which if rightly uicd, will ſpeak for it ſelf. Tf He. plcaſe to 

nake Clay oi Duſt and. Spittle, contemn it not, but ſubmit 
to His Wil and Way and be thankful for they Cure. Sam- 
foi”s Hair was an Ordinance to him g which when he flighted, 
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the Spirit of God left him, an1 he became as other Men, and 
recovered not until it was grown again, Fudges 13.5. with ch, 
16, 19. and 22. | 

3 As touc!.ing the Providences of God ; obſerve them, and 
ſubmit to them; look hot on them as empry things ; the leaſt 
may yield you inſtruttion, as alſo the moſt unlikely : . Our of 
the Eater comes forth Meat, and out of the ſtrovg ſweemeſs 3 tho 
the thing be a Riddle to an heart uncircumciſed 3 plow with 
his Zleifer, and' ye ſhall find it, Neither look on them as 
things impertinent ; but ſay rather, x rhere not 4 cauſe ? tho 
1 icc it not : the Lord does nothing in vain. Neither yet look 
on them as things contingent ; a Sparrow falls not without his 
will, and the hairs of your head are all numbred (g) 3; David was 
dumb, and opened not his Mouth 5 why ? becauſe, Thou Lord 
aidſt it (h); and Skimet's Curling he bears patiently, on 
the fame account, The Lord hath bidden him, (i). 

'there may be ſuch a Mixture and Confulion of things, and 
Your expettation ſo delayed and fruftrated, that your froward 
untamed heart may he ready to wrangle it out, Why falls it 
alike ro all ? why to the juſt, according to the work of the wicked 3 
and 19 the nic:»d according ro the work of the righteous ? (k) Or, 
mky one event to them both ? This is not to enquire wiſely, you 
ſhould rather conclude, The Lord hath need of. them 4 that is, he 
hath uccaſion to uſe ſuch a Providence, to fulfil a Word, or 
Purpoſe z and that of greater ea odmna than to ſatisfle your 
private concern, or preſent expectation. If ye would Caft 
{0 as to lie by your Mark, this Attribute of Sovereignty gives 
you the beſt ground. Scarch and obſerve as much as you will, 
ſo you take Faith along wich you, without which ve can do 
nothing warrantably. Faith is a ſwotn Officer to the Great 
King, and has a Key for every Lock that is fit to be openeds 
it forces nothing; but where it cannot enter it ſtays without, 
and waits a better ſcaſon. Let Faith alſo be chief Speaker in 
all zour Debatez; and then the re{alt will be, That Carnal 
Realon and Preſent Senſe, (tho very tenacious and ftubborn) 
{ha!l yield the Cauſe, and let you go. 

The ſum of all 15s this, That though ye be not conſcious 
'& your ſelf of any particular Cauſe or Miicarriage, beſides 
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Firſt, For the Laws of God, and His Appointments * Theſe 
we are to attend, obſerve, obey, T eannot ſay, For the Lord 
hath need of them ; (for, nither can our Righteo!iſmeſs profit 
Him ; nor our IWickedneſs 1pair Him, (c). He 1s the Lo:d thy 
God, and worſhip thou Him, (4), This is that ftrong Reaſon 
by which he hath backed both Commands and Prohibitions : 
I am the Tord thy God, (s). Thou ſhalt do thus: And thus 
thuu ſhalt not do; 1 am the Zord ; This He (ets in the Front 
of All; and with this he cloſeth the Rear, and Guards them 
on every fide. -Mejes brings it inas a convincing Reaſon, 
why we ſhould love God with our whole heart, and kcep 
iis Commandments, (namely) becauſe He is the Zord, and 
He ozly, Deut. 6, 4. No One, therefore, may pretend to 
a Right of giving Laws to Men, or to an-intereſt in their 
love and obcdicnce z ſave with reſpe&t to God, and the 
Authority they have from Him. 

And-though he ſometimes 1s pleaſed, (and it is a great 
condeſceniion in the Great God) by Arguments taken 
from our ow? Good, to draw us to Obedience (Do tt, for 
it # your life (f); yet in our Spirits That of his Soverergr 
Glory ſhould have the Preterence, To caſt out Jhmael, was a 
thing grievous to Ab;aham z but being Commanded of God, 
he debates it not,Not, Nor delays to do it. Therefore, hold-on 
your way, though nevcr ſo great obſcurity be upon it at 
p:cſent: Mind your duty in the midſt of diſcouragements : 
Do as Petter, who, though he had labour'd all night, and 
caught nothing ; yet, Maſter, At thy command I will let down 
the Net again, Liike 5- 5- 

2. Pc tubjett to His Ordinance; It He pleale to Com- 
mand the uſing luch Means as have no Natural vertue to- 
wards ſuch an attect, (as in Moſes's ftretching his hand over 
the Seaz and finiting the Rock with his Rod; ſo Wa- 
ter in Baptiſm, Bread and Wine in the Lord's Supper) 
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Preſume not to ſay, I/hat 7s there in theſe 3 Godlineſs 1s a 


Myſtery, which only Faith can undcrſtand : There is no 
Divine Inftitution, but hath meat in it that you know not of, 
which if rightly uicd, will ſpeak for it ſelf. If He picaſe to 
make Clay oi Duſt and Sjuttle, contemn it not, but ſubmit 
to Hi; Will and Way anibe thankful for they Cure. Sam- 
f9i”s Hair was an Ordigance to him which when he fhghted, 


 — . — 


eee ee. EL. E) ns OO To Wo 7, ac ww = << w- Lata 


— 


) >... 34s 7+ a) Pſ# 45; 12, (E) Ex04 
205 2+ (T)-DEult.: 2+ 27» 


E.—% 60-3 þ 
\C/ jJ 29 22, #Þ 2, 


ths 


P 07,  SO7, 44 OO 
9 - 


the Spirit of God left him, an1 he became as other Men, and 
recovered not until it was grown again, Fudges 13.5, with ch, 
19, 19. and 22, | | 

3. As touc!.ing the Providences of God ; obſerve them, and 
ſubmit to them; look hot on them as empty things; the leaft 
may yield you inſtruttion, as alſo the moſt unlikely : Our of 


| the Eater comes forth Meat, and out of the ſtrovg ſweemeſs 3 tho 
the thing be a Riddle to an heart uncircumc:;ſed 5 plow with 
| his Zeifer, and ye ſhall find it, Neither look on them as 


things impertinent ; but ſay rather, there not 4 cauſe ? tho 
) 1 ice it not : the Lord does nothing in vain. Neither yet look 
on them as things contingent z a Sparrow falls not without his 
) will, and the hairs of your bead are all numbred (g) 3 David was 
- dumb, and opened not his Mouth 3 why ? becauſe, Thou Lord 
didft it (1); and Skimei's Curling he bears patiently, on 
th: fame account, The Lord hath bidden him, (1). 
: 'here may be ſuch a Mixture and Confulion of things, and 
6-4 your cxpettation ſo delayed and fruſtrated, that your froward 
r untamed heart may he ready to wrangle it out, Why falls is 
; alike to all ? why to the juſt, according 101he work of the wicked x 
1 and to the nic» according to the work of the righteous ? (k) Or, 


LY mky one event to them both ? "This is not to enquire wiſely, you 
1 -| ſhould rather conclude, The Lord hath need of. them 4 that is, he 
ti hath vccaſion to uſe ſuch a Providence, to fulfil a Word, or 
= Purpoſe z and that of greater importance than to fatisfie your 
= private concern, or preſent expectation. If ye would Caft 
1 {o as to lie by your Mark, this Attribute of Sovereignty gives 

1 you the beſt ground. Scarch and obſerve as much as you will, 
- ſo you take Faith along wich you, without which ye can do 


- nothing warrantably. Faith is a ſwofn Officer to the Great 
r King, and has a Key for every Lock that 1s fit to be opened 
[- it forces nothing; but where it cannot enter it ſtays without, 
) and waits a better ſeaſon. Let Faith allo be chief Speaker in 
a all your Debatez 3 and then the reſult will be, That Carnal 
0 Realon and Preſent Senſe, (tho very tenacious and ftubborn) 
f, !{h1!! yield the Cauſe, and let you go. 

0 The ſum of all is this, That though ye be not conſcious 
[ fo vour (elf of any particular Cauſe or Miicarriage, beſides 
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what is Common to Men, (which was the caſe with Fob) Lay 
your hand upon your mouth, as Fob did (1), The Moſt High doth 
according to his Will : This, even the proudeft of Kings ac- 
knowledged (m,) when hu underſtanding returned rw him, and 
fo will you: And know, That if your Spirit be out of 
frame in your preſent Condition 3 it would not (at preſent) 
be better in any other. 

Secondly, Our Faith allo is highly concerned in the Sove- 
reignty of God; For, it both obligeth to Believe in Him, 
and alſo affords Matter for Faith to ro!k upon. To theſe 
Ends, the Lords holds it forth to Abraham 1 am the Almighty 
God; walk before Me, and be thou pertett (z): This was it, 
enabled him to believe he ſhuuld have a Son; even whiles 
the Deadneſs of his own Body, and of Sarah's Womb wrought 
ſtrongly againſt it (9). This allo was that niaade him lo regs 
dily aſſent to the offering up of this Son, when hc had him. 
He had as much to ſay azainſt it, as could well be ſuppoſed: 
For, the Promiſe was, 'That in Iſaac all Fariilies of the Earth 
thould be bleſſed : which Promiſe, and this Command, Abrahani's 
Reaſon could not Recorctie, 'Fhe Contradidtion would ſurely 
have run him down, had not his Faith in this Great Attri- 
bate, hcld faſt and guided the Reins; ſuggeſting to him, 
That He who gave Ifaac 4 being trom a withered Stock, was 
able alſo to raiſe him from the dead ({p). Abraham there- 
fore diſputcs it not z Stands not ſo much as to contider up- 
on't : but up hc gets him Early to do 1t (q). And hence 
he obtained that Honourable Title, to be called, The K end 
of God (7) 
| Ye have ſeen Now, that Abraham didz Go ye and do 
likewiſe: Take hold of GolA's Sovereignty as your on7n, enga- 
ced by a Covenant of Grace, and ſo to be excrted for your 
G00d, Faith gives 4 1'opriety in any Attribute :t Jooks upon 3 
and draws-out the Vei tues thereof, for it ſclt. And therctore, 
what cver dirkculties are in your way, be not dithcartned 
by them; but call-in this Sovereign Power by Faith, fo your 
helps Remember the ready ſubjeetion which all Geeaturcs 
dG pay to his W ord ; by which alone (Witiour Creatures ler- 
vice) He can level the Mountains, ani make crooked things 
ſtreizht 3 Reftrain, aiter, Invert, and turn up:ide-down, 
the very Courſe of Nature ; fo that Thit which is Death in 
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of God's Sovereignty, &C. t9 
it ſelf, ſhall be Life to you : New Cords and Wyths, when 
touched by his Word, are as Flax and Tow, when touched 
by the firez Iron. ſhall be as Straw, and Braſs as rotten 
Wood: Therefore, lerpthen the Cords, and ſtrengthen the 
Stakes of your Faith; you cannot bclieve for greater things, 
or bcttcr, than God cando for you ; Even Sin it ſelf, which is 
the great (and rcally the only)Evil ; It is his Enemy as much 
as yours; And you may be ſure, He would not have ſuffered 
its being in the World, if he had not a Power to Corrett and 
Curb it yea, and to deſtroy it too.z at His Picaſure; Take 
hold of his Sovereign ſtrength, and your work is done. 

But here alſo a Caution or two, may be ſeaſonably ad- 
ded, for ſuch Reaſons as are mixed with them. 

1. If Death in the Pot have once been healed, and your 
borrowed Ax-head ( ſunk once, paſt hope of Recovery) 
brought again to your hand (s) ;3 ſee that Remiſneſs grow 
not upon it, left at another turn the handle drop after the 
hzad 3 Gather not wild Gourds a ſecond time (tz), left your 
Prophet be abſent, or Meal denied you : Preſume not to dal- 
ly with Temptations, (as Sampſon did) and then think to go 
out and ſhake your ſelf, as at other times(«). The Divine 
Power is teo great a thing to be trifled with ; or made to 
{ervewith the tollies of Men. 

2. Never look on this Great Attribute of Sovereignty 
without your Mediator 5 As without whom it cannot but be 
matter of Tcrrour and Amazement to Sinners It 1: He only 
can reader it propitious to you. As nothing Þ pleating to 
God, but in aad through Chriſt, So, Nothing in God is com- 
fortable to Men, or for their eternal Good, but as it comes to 
them throuyh him : As Waters out of the Sea immediately, 
are not potable, unleſs they be firſt decocted by the Sun ; or 
paſs through ſome Vein of Earth to make them congruous to 
our Nature. 

T ſhall here mention two particulars of nearcſt Concern- 
ment to us ;z wherein we are, in a ſpecial manner, to have re- 
!pcet unto the Sovereignty of God. 

1. As tonching your own Condition, (your Evetlaſting 
Condition) ſubmit to Mercy, to Sovereign Mercy : that is,yield 
y our ſelf to Gol without Capitulating, or making Terms 
with him: Thoſe Syrians well underitovod the meaning of 
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20 Pattical Diſcourle 
this 3 they put Ropes on their heads, and themſelves in the 
Conqueror's hands, upon an uncertain conjetture, {_ peradven- 
ture they will ſave us alive] (x). So do ye, although ye have 
but a [ may be] we ſhall be hid (y). Mind your Duty, and leave 
the Iſſue to God : Belicve above hope, and againft hope ; fol- 
low God in the dark, as your Fathcr Abraþim Aid, not know- 
ing whither he would lead him z thus to do 15 to give Glory to 
God. "Therefore, Fear the T ord, and obey the voice of bus Servant, 
even tinen, when ye are in Darineſs, and baye 70 light (2), (name- 
ly, of his ſpecial favour and lore to you in particular.) And 
tho never ſo great dilcouragements are betore you from the 
Guilt of Sins committed, the power of indwelling corruption, 
and your preſcnt averſncſs to believing 3 and hear withal, 
That Faith is the Great Commandment z let your heart aniwer, 
Is it my Duty, {my DUT Y}] to bclieve ? Nay, then 1 muſt. 
Remember His Greatneſs ; His abſolute Dominion, the un- 
controulablencls of I:is Matters 3 that he hath concluded al! in 
wibelief, that be might have mercy upon all (a) that is, That 
the Salvation of thoſe who ſhall be ſaved, might appear to be 
of Mercy, and be ſo acl-nowl:dged :) To him therefore com- 
Nit Four Cauſe, an: commit it to him as your Soverez2;2 Lord, 
and lv leave it with him and ſee that you take it not out of 
his Hand again, by your doubting the iſffue of it : And know, 
that then 1s your Soul neareſt to Peace and Settlement, when 
brought to this Sub mithon, Be i» ſubjetion unto the Father of 
Spirits, and live (). 


But, let not the Word be miſconftrued : T do not mean by 
[CS1ub5niJio, ] That you {houll be fatisfhcd under a denial of 
Mercy on the account of God's Abſolute Dominion : 1 cannot 
think That 2 neccifary Term or Qualification in your treat- 
ing with Gol for Salvation ; For 1. I do not find, that God 
requires fich a Submiftion, as the Condition of obtaining 
Mcrcy; Nor that He hath made any Promiſe to give luch a 
Submithon, in order to. that end 3 Nor any inftance in 
Scripture of the Saints having or endearouring ſuch a frame 
of Spirit in that hulineſs ; Nor yet, that Men are any wiere 
rax'd tor not aitaining to ifs They arc blamed inaved, and 
that worthily, for nor {{Omitting to the Rightcouſneſs of 
Go1; (that is, for not renouncing their own, and tiying, 
to that of Chriſt:) And this blame-worthincls you cannot 
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of God's Sovercignty, &Cc. 21 
eſcape, if finding your ſelf loſt and undone, you will not pre- 
ſently run to Chriſt, without firft finding in your ſelf ſomes- \ 
thing thar may ſeem to commend you to him. 2. Such . ſub- 
miſhon ſeems repugnant to God's revealed Will : For, it this 
be the Will of God, ever our ſanitification, that we ſhould be- 
lieve on his Son, and love Him with our whole Heart : then 
it cannot be his Will, that we ſhould be willing to remain in 
an unſanRified State, in Unbelicf and Enmity againſt Him 
which are the inſeparable Conjux of Willingneſs to be ſepa- 
parated from God. 3. Becauſe the Promiſe of Eaſe and Reſt 
15 made to the Weary and Laden, com7g to Chrift z not to a * 
contentedneſs to be divided from him 3 And the Promiſe of Sa- 
tisfaCtion, is to your hungrivg and thirſiing after righneonſueſs - 
Not to the ceſſation of your deſire, without the Thing which 
only can ſatishe. 4- Becauſe, to be ſatisfied without obtain- 
ing Mercy, is to be ſatisfied with an utter incapacity to glo- 
rite the Grace of God, and to enjoy communion with him, 
which are the principal End and Duty of Men. _ +. It is croſs 
to the Genius and Concreated Principle of the Reaſonable 
Creature, which is, to ſeek its own happineſs; in any thing 
ſhort of which, it ought not to acquieſce. 6. Such a Submiſhon 
cannot be requilite in Preparatory-work ; becauſe that would 
ſuppoſe the higheſt pitch of Grace attain*d (if yet it be a Grace 
and attainable) before you believe ; and conſequently, that it 
is not a Grace out of Chriſt's Fulnels; for ye are ſuppoſed 
to have it before ye go to Him. And therefore, when I lay, 
ye. muſt ſubmit without capitulating, or making Terms z 
my meaning is, ye are not to treat upon Terms of your own 
Making ; nor propound any thing to God, but what Sove- 
reign Mercy propounds to yuu, as the way and Means of 
obtaining your Great End: And great Reaſon ye have for 
this Submitſion ; for herein lies your intereſt 3 thoſe being 
(in truth) the only Terms, by which a loft and finful Crea- 
ture can be rendred falvable, or capable of being ſaved ! 
(as will further appcar in the fequel of this Diſcourſe.) 


I think (with humble ſubmiſhon) that if any Point of time 
may be ſuppoſed before the Decree, it was Then that abſolute 
Dominion bore ſway 3 But, ever ſince Fledion came in, It 15 
Grace that Reigns : Not that Soveretgny 15 ceaſed, but mranj- 
fer'd; before, tc was in Power, but mow in Grace 5 In Grace, 
as touching the Elet, and in Fuſtice, reſpetting the Ke#?. 
Grace is the Attribute God delights to honour 3 Anil all the 
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22 Tracica; Diſcourſe 
other are, (if T may ſo ſpeak) as Subjects of this : Even 
Chrift himſelf was made a Servant, to perform the pleaſure of 
his Grace (a). So then, That you are to ſubmit unto, is the 
g00d pleaſure of God's Will, as held forth in the Covenant of 
Grace ; undertaking for,and perfettly able to ſave you ; and as 
having his Sovereign Power engaged to make it good : which 
ſeems the ſcope of that paſſage in Moſes his Prayer for the Peo- 
ple, when they had highly provoked God ; Ler the power of my 
Lord be Great, accordirg as Thou haſt ſpoken, &c, It was to 
Pardon, and ftill to own them for his Peopte, And to this 
agree all thoſe Scriptures which hold forth the Power of 
God, as the ground of Faith ; as that by which he is able to 

ardon fin, to ſubdue iniquity; and to hold your ſouls in life : 
Yo are therefore dirette1l, if you will have Peace with God, 
to take hold of bis flirength (d) : Which canr.ot be meant of a 
contentednels in having that ſtrength put torth to deſtroy, 
but as being perfectly able and engaged by his Covenant to 
ſave you. Asto the time when the Lord will manifeſt his 
love to yoa ; as alſo the manner and meaſure of his diſpenting 
it ; rhe goud pleaſure of his Will is cxprefly, and with all 
quictnels of ſpirit to be ſubmitted unto : But as to the thing it 
{clf, you ought not to be ſaid Nayz but as he who had power 
with God, and p:evail'd, he wepr and made ſupplicarion (e), but 
ſ1!] rcſolv'd, 1 mil not let thee go, except thou bleſs me (f }- 


2. As for the othcr neareſt Concernment, touching your 
Children, deal in like manner for them, by ſubmitting them 
to the ſame Mercy. It 1s true, That next to your own Per- 
ſonal Salvation, tacre cannot be a greater Evidence of God's 
love to you, than to chuſe your Chil-iren after you 3 nor 
any thing more acitrable to you : "Therefore Command them, 
and Inftrutt them to keep the way of the Lord( g ), That he 
may bitig on them tie blefing you moſt defire for them * 
But Þde not over-folicitous and caſt-down, becauſe vou ſee 
not yet, the Marks of Election upon them : The Lord doth 
not (indeed). bind himſelf to take aj} a Bculicvers Children, 
nor doth he limic himlvelt from taking any. others; There 
15 nothing dcaarcd toucthirig nt Purpoſe to take 4} the 
Onc, Icft they ſhould theme teke occaiion to be remiſs in 
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their Duty 3 which, till Converſion is very natural to us) nor 
doth He exclude the Children of others z For that might 
diſcourage and weaken their hands to that which is good. In 
this various diſpenſing of His Everlaſting Love z He is pleaſed 
ſo to reſerve His Liberty and Sovereign Frerogative, that he 
greatly manifeſts His Love to Believers, in ſo frequent chufing 
of thcir Seerl 3 And the Freeneſs of His Grace, in not rejecting 
wholly the Seed of others. 

Infer. 2. How happy and Sovereignly bleſſed are thoſe 
who have an Intereſt in this Great and Sovereign Lord ! Be 
the Earth ever ſo unquiet, and the tumult of it ever fo boy- 
ſterous and unruly the Lord is above them. He fits on 
the Waters (as a Prince in his Chariot ) guiding all as He 
will : He is that Great Difator, whoſe Word is the Laſh in- 
deed : If He but ſay, Come, Go Do this; there needs no 
more. Who woul4 not be the Subje&t of ſuch a Prince ? 
and much more His Favourite? And yet, this high Privi- 
ledge every Soul is bleſſed with, that has, in truth, taken 
hold of His Covenant: For, That takes in all between the 
Two Eternities, and Eternity it ſelf with all : And the ſpi- 
rit.or ſtrength of the Whole, lies in theſe few (but very 
Compendious) words, | / will be your God. ] When the Lord 
would comfort His People to purpoſe, 'and put-on their Eagles 
Wings, what a glorious Narrative doth he make of his Power 
and Sovereign Greatneſs ! Tn /ſa.4o. from v.12. to ve 26. And 
then tells them, That all this js rherrs, v. 27. And if God be 
yours, all things are yours; Who, and where is he, that can 
ſupplant you of his blefſing 2 You may rejoice in his High» 
neſs, the thoughts whereof are matter of terrour to other Men, 
After the rehearſal of all the Happineſs and Glory that Men 
or Anzels are capable of, it ſhall all be compriled in this, as 
the Original thereof, and ſum of the whole, Zappy are zhey 
whoſe God us the Lord, Pſal. 144. 15. 


Infer, 4. We may ſee here, the Reaſon why God doth 
{ometimes defer to anſwer the Doubts and Queries we ftick 
at, and moft deſire to be reſolv'd about : It is not only to 
ſhew his Sovereignty, but to bring our hearts to a pradtical 
acknowledgment of it, Moſ-s was very unwilling to go on 
his Meſſage to Pharaoh : Many pretences he had to pur it by, 
when as the danger he might be in for killing the Aeyprian 
was the bottom Objetion, (though he ſpeaks it not out. ) 
Indeed, the Men who ſought his life, were nuw dead; 
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other are, (if T may ſo ſpeak) as Subjetts of this : Even 
Chrift himſelf was made a Servant, to perform the pleaſure of 
his Grace (a). So then, That you are to ſubmit unto, 1s the 
good pleaſure of God's Will, as held forth in the Covenant of 
Grace ; undertaking, for,and perfettly able to ſave you ; and as 
having his Sovereign Power engaged to make it good : which 
ſeems the ſcope of that paſſage in Moſes his Praycr for the Peo- 
ple, when they had highly provoked God ; Ler the power of my 
Lord be Great, accordirg as Thou haſt ſpoken, &, It was to 
Pardon. and ftill to own them for his Peopte, And to this 
agree all thoſe Scriptures which hold forth the Power of 
God, as the ground of Faith ; as that by which he 1s able to 

ardon fin, to ſubdue iniquity; and to hold your ſouls in life : 
Yo are therefore dirette1, if you will have Peace with God, 
to take hold of bis ſirenugth (4d) : Which canr.ot be meant of a 
contentednels iy having that ſtrength put forth to deſtroy, 
but as being perfectly able and engaged by his Covenant to 
ſave you. Asto the time when the Lord will manifeſt his 
love to you ; as alſo the manner and meaſure of his diſpenting 
it ; rhe good pleaſurc of his Will is cxprefly, and with all 
quictneſs of ſpirit to be ſubmitted unto : But as to the thing it 
ſelf, you ought not to be ſaid Nay; but as he who had power 
with God, and prevail'd, he wepr and made ſupplication (e), but 
fi! rcſolv'd, 1 wil! not let thee go, except thou bleſs me (f ). 


2. As for the othcr neareſt Concernment, touching your 
Children, deal in like manner for them, by ſubmitting them 
to the ſame Mercy. It 1s true, That next to your own Per- 
ſonal Salvation, tiacre cannot be a greater Evidence of God's 
love to you, than to chuſe your Chiliren after you 5 nor 
any thing more dcitrable to you © 'CFherefore Command them, 
and Inftrutt them to keep the way of the Lord( g ), That he 
may bitig on them the bleſhng you moſt defire for them : 
But be not over-folicitous and caſt-down, becauſe vou ſee 


not yet, the Marks of Election upon them : The Lord doth 


not (indeed) bind himſelt to take af} a Eclievers Children, 
nor doth he limic himivclt from taking any others: There 
15 nothing dcdarcd touching his Parpoſe to take A the 
Onc, Icſt they. thould theme take occaiien to be remils in 
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their Duty 3 which, till Converſion is very natural to us) nor. * 
. doth He exclude the Children of others 3 For that might 
diſcourage and weaken their hands to that which is good. In 
this various diſpenſing of His Everlaſting Love z He is pleaſed 
ſo to reſerve His Liberty and Sovereign Prerogative, that he 
greatly manifeſts His Love to Beltevers, in ſo frequent chufing 
of their Seed ; And the Freeneſs of His Grace, in not refetting 
wholly the Seed of others. | 

fer. 2. How happy and Sovereignly bleſſed are thoſe 
who have an Intereſt in this Great and Sovereign Lord ! Be 
the Earth cver ſo unquiet, and the tumult of it-ever fo boy- 
ſterous and unruly; the Lord is above them. He fits on 
the Waters (as a Prince in his Chariot ) guiding all as He 
will : He is that Great Di@ator, whoſe Word is the Lat} in- 
deed : If He but ſay, Come, Go Do this; there needs no 
more. Who would not be. the Subje& of ſuch a Prince ? 
and much more His Favourite? And yet, this high Privt- 
ledge every Soul is blefſed with, that has, in truth, taken 
hold of His Covenant : For, That takes in all between the 
Two Eternities, and Eternity it ſelf with all : And the ſpi- 
rit or ſtrength of the Whole, lies in theſe few (but very 
Compendious) words, | / will be your God. ] When the Lord 
would comfort His People ro purpoſe, *and put-on their Eagles 
Wings, what a glorious Narrative doth he make of his Power 
and Sovereign Greatneſs ! Tn /ſa.40. from v.12. to v. 26. And 
then tells them, That all this is therrs, v. 27. And if God be 
yours, all things are yours z Who, and where is he, that can 
ſupplant you of his bleſſing 2 You may rejoice in his High» 
neſs, the thoughts whereof are matter of terrour to other Men, 
After the rehearſal of all the Happineſs and Glory that Men 
or Angels are capable of, it ſhall all be comprited in this, as 
the Original thereof, and ſum of the whole, appy are they 
whoſe God is the Lord, Pſal. 144. 15. 


Infer, 4. We may ſee here, the Reaſon why God doth 
ſometimes defer to anſwer the Doubts and Queries we ftick 
. at, and moft deſire to be reſolv'd about : Tt is not only to 
ſhew his Sovereignty, but to bring our hcarrs to a practical 
acknowledgment of it. Moſes was very unwilling t6 go on 
his Meſſage to Pharaoh : Many pretences he had to pur it by, 
when as the danger he might be in for killing the Agyprian 
was the bottom Objetion, (though he ſpeaks it not out. ) 
Indeed, the Men who ſought his lite, were nuw dead; 
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24 A Prattical Diſcourſe © 
Which, if he had known afore, all thoſe excuſes had proba- 
bl) been ſpared. But the Lord was pleaſed to conceal it from 
him,-until he had brought him to a- full complianee with His 
Wiil, and then reveals it to him un-ask'd (a). So likewiſe, He 
would not take off His Hand from Fob, until he had well 
learn'd him this Leſſon (b). Say not therefore, (becauſe you 
have not Returns ſo ſoon as you would) The Lord bath forſaken 
me, my Lord hath forgolten me (c). But follow thit good Re- 
ſolution recordel of old, 1 will wait upon the Lord, who hideth 
kis face (at preſent) from the Houſe of Facob, and 1 will look for 
Fit (d.) 
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Infer. 5. Let no Man then, who will fav, The 1ord be is God, 
{5 preffime to intrench on His Sacred Royalty, by ſeeking a rea- 
|; ſon of his Decrees, beyond, or beides, the good. pleaſure of 
| His Will: Even Sovereigns of duſt, will not admit it in Sub- 
7 zeets. tho of the ſame mould with themſelves : It is an Im- 

perial Secret, 7h? Chief of the Ways of God; it belongs to him- 
ieifalone to know it 3 and the knowledge thereof would not 
profic us 2ow. Behdes, there is enough revealed, of great 


By 1mportance to us ar preſerr, on which to imploy the utmoſt of 
Mt our time and ftrenzth ; By over-graſping we may ſprain our 
= hands, andq unfit them tor ſervice (orherwiſe within their 

if Compats z) but we gain nothing. Therefore, £0 not about to 
Af | fathom this Grear Deep « Who, but of ſhatlow underſtanding, 


; would think to meaſure the *ca by Handfuls £ or to give a 
' #4 Demonftrative Reaſun of its various and convertible Courſes ? 


{4 * Remember that you Magnific His Work, (ec) 3 but leffen it 
ſ not, by pretending to comprekerrd it, (t) Sandifie the Lord tn 
your hearts, and fear E-jore {im (8). 


Infer, 6, This gives a Reaſon, why Mea of the largeſt Ca- 
| pacity, for Learning, ani Naziral Underſtanding, are ſo 
j mighty Puzzelled and TabyrintlWd in Spiritual Matters 5 
| particularly the Doct: inz of Eicftion; Why they do fo 
' # vongly oppole ii, and are ſo hardlv reconciled with it : 
They are not (in truth) {ub.tued' to the Dodtrine of Goa's 
Soveretgrnty 5 And theiciurc, whiles in diſcuſſing thoſe Points 
of Faith; they judge 2s their Natural Optick repreſents 
tnem; they loie both theinfelves and the Truth $; which 
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of God's Sovereignty, QC. g 
yet, ( in ſome degree ) is made known unto Babes, ( Men of 
low ſtature to them ) whoſe Spirits the Lord hath ſubdued, 
to reſt contented with what their Father is pleaſed to tell 
them: And for the reſt, ( as, namely, the Manner, and Rea- 
ſon of God's Diſpoſements and Diſpenſations ) they live by 
Faith in his Righteouſneſs 3 waiting for the Day that ſhall 
reveal all things ; when the Tabernacle of God, which yet 
1s in Heaven ſhall be let-down among Men, ( or they taken 
up into it ) and theſe hiacen things of Sovereignty ſhall be 
more openly known amongſt * rem. 

Laſtly, This Dottrine of Gud's 4b/o/ute Dominion, clears- 
away all that Made-ground aud Rubbiſh, which the Princi- 
ples of Free-Will-Grace, do found their Eletetion upon, and 
!hews us the only true and proper Foundation of Scriptfire- 
Eletion 3 with .thoſe other Important Truths which hold 
upon it, or are Conſequents of it; All which, have their 
Head in the Sovereignty of Godz and derived thence, as 
Rivers are from the Sea : As through His Blefling and Grace, 
may appear afterwards. And fo I ſhall cloſe up this firſt 
part of the Preface with that Holy Rapture of the Pſalmift, 
Be thou exalted, Lord, in thy own Strength; ſo will we ſmg, and 
praiſe thy Power (þ). The Lord hath prepared His Throne in the 
Heavens, and his Kingdom ruleth over all ! Bleſs the Lord, ye 
His Angels that excel in Strength : Bleſs the Lord all ye His 
Hoſts; ye Miniſters of His that do His Pleaſure ! Bleſs the Lord, 
all His Works, in all places of His Dominion ! Bleſs the Lord, 0 
_ my Soul (1)! | 


__ 


| (h) Tſalm 21, 13. (i) Pſalm 103. 19, 22. 
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Aving founded this Diſcourſe on the Sovereignty of 
God, as the heſt and mott Natural ground oi Satisfa- 
tion ( or Captivation ) to Reaſon, touching Eleition ; Now, 
as a means to qualific our SPIrIts, and Reconcile them with 
the Dottrine of a $4, it ſeemeth expedient to annex 
that of His Righteouſnefs S: And, I think, there is not a 
more Ratienal Propokition, or more obliging to Submiſſion, 
Than, 


That there is no Unriphteonſneſs with G OD, 


This is the Natural Adjunct of Divine Sovereignty, which, 
as we are inditpenſibly hound to helicve ; ſo, to be well 

grounded in the Faith of it, will be of excceiling great uſe- 
Funeſs to us, in every C onditi. mn ; eſpecially thote Darker 
Adminiſtrations, which we do not ec at preſent, the Ca: le 
and Reaſon of, nor their Tenilency:; When Matters ut 
great Importance feem tov be Contuſed, or Neglceted : 
When all things in view, fall out alike to All; and you can- 
not know either Good, or Ev 11, by all that is afore you. I 
ſhall therefore Collect ſome of thoſe Conliderations, from 
which you may find ſome light and influence in a Dark and 
Cloudy day; and by which (as a Means) I my ſelf was 
drawn in, and guided to this Determination ; betore I hail 
ſearched the Scriptures, expretly, concerning this Subjett : 
And they may ſerve, buty as Arguments to Demontrare the 
Propoſition, and as Amido. es at cant 1 hoſt peylonous Contra» 
ditions, wh ich Carnal Realon an Unbelrf, will be too often 
forging, ane flinging, iN upon us. And, 

Arg. 1. 1s feurded on that Infinite Ble{iedneſs, which the 
Moft High God was polic{icd of in Llimicit, before the World, 
OZ 
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or any Creature was made, He did not make them for any 
Need He had of them ; but for His Pleaſure (4). And if He 
needed them not, there could be no Nced, or Reaſon why, 
He ſhonld make them /uch, or to ſuch an End as not to be 
Meetly over-ruled, and their End attazred, without doing 
wrong to any, The Motives by which Men are 1vayed to 
Wrong-dving, are chiefly Two. 1. 10 attain ſonethiig they 
have not s Abab flew Naboth for his Vineyard (b); And Atha» 
lizhall the Seed Royal, to get the Throne (c). Or, 2. To 
ſecure whar they have : Pharaoh oppretled the People, left grow» 
inz Mighty, they ſhould ſhake off his Yoke, and get them 
out of his Service (d). Feroboam ict up his Calves, to keep 
the People at home, an41 firm to himſelt (e): And the Fews 
they put Chriſt to Death, leſt the Romans ſhould come, and 
take away their Place and Nation (}). Theſe Two have 
bard the Parentage of all the Opprethon and Wrong-do- 
ing that have been in the World : Neither of which is Come 
patible with our Great and Bleſſed God : For all things are His 
already 3 He poſictſeth the Heavens and the Earth, and all 
the Hoſts of them, with an Avſolure Power and Right to dif+ 
poſe of them, And as for Securing what He hath, Of whom 
thould He be afraid ? For (1) There 7s no God beſides him ; 
The Lord Himſelf, who needs muſt know it, if there were 
another, profeſſeth Solemnly, That #e knows not any (g), 
And 2.) As for Creatures, they are all more abſolutely 
undcr his SubjeQion, than the ſmalleſt Duſt under onr 
Feet 1s to us? ibe Nations are 10 him leſs than nothing, and va- 
2ity (þ), He need not ſo much as Touch them, to bring them 
down: *Tis but Gathering to Himſelf, His Spirit, and. His 
Breath, and they periſh together (i): 1f the Lord but with-hold 
His ſuſtaining influence, they fall of themſelves : But He re- 
mains the ſame to all Generations. 

Arg. II. Another Argument is founded on the Infinite 
Perfection of His Nature: This thoſe Seraphick Zeralds pro- 
claim uniler the Notion of Zoly, Ho'y, Holy (k). It's 
Reduplication imports the higheſt Perfection, Anfl Moſes, 
{ who of all Mortals, had neareft acceſs to God ) puts it in 
the Front of his Triumphal Titles (DN, Glorzous in Holineſs ! 


—— 
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1 Praciical Diſcourſe 
It is that whereby all the Divine Excellencies are ſummarily 
expreſs'd. The Righteous Lord will do nv Iniquity ; He 1s of 
purer eyes than to look upon it, Its an high demonſtration 
of his Excellency, that He cannot deny Himſelf ; that 1s, He 
cannot do any thing, that is in the leaſt degree contrary to 
His Holy Nature; Nothing that needs to be retratted, or to 
alter His Mind about it: His Will is the Rule of Righteouſ- 
n2ſs, and Righteoulnels is the Rule of his Will: The Saints 
of old were perfedaly of this mind, Shall not the Fudge of all 
tbe Earth do right (m)? And the Apoſtle puts it as a Queftion 
not to be anſwercd, That if God were unrighteous, {ow ther 


ſhall be judge the World (n) ? 


Arg. 111. *Tis aiſo apparent from the conſtant Rule and med- 
ſure of God's Diſpenſ»ments, which is nut done forrutrouſly, 
nor 7aſbly, but with deliberatica and exattneſs; he lays judg- 
ment 10 the Rule, and Righteoujneſs tothe Plummet (0). He will 
not punith without a Cauſe, nor more than 1s deſerved. 
Touching the Sins of Sodom, / will go down (fays God) and fee 
whether they have done | altogether] accordirg wo the Cry of 11(p). 
He renders t0 every one | according | to their Deeds (q); and gives 
them a | juſt] recompence of Reward (r\. He will not caſt away 
the perfect man, or help the wicked (s). Eliphaz puts the que- 
ftion with great confidence {as well he might )1/bo ever periſh- 
ed beirg inzocent (t)? His Righteouſneſs is ſuch, that it even 
holds his Hands until the Innoccnt be ont of danger. The 
Angels were ftraitly commandaed, not to begin the Execution 
of God's Wrath on the wicked World, until bis Servants were 
markedout (1): And when the Lurd came to deſtroy Sodom ; 
He haſtens Righteous / or to Zoar, with this only Argument, 
f cannot do wy thirp until thay be come thither (Xx). 


/rp. I. It is farther evidenced, By the Lav's He hath 


given unto Men ; [ns tum of which is, to do righteouſlly ; 


And the En1 of them, the good 2nd welfare of the Creature. 
After a Thouſand Years experience of theſe, compared with 
the itſacof Mons Inventions, they are acknowledged to be 
Fipkt Juigments, Goo. Statvres, and 1aws of Truth (y) What 
41 admirable Catalogue aye Wein Rom, 12. and Gal. 5. 22. 
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"m) Gen.1$-25. (n) Ram.3.5. (0) 1ſa.28.17. (P) Cen.18.21. 
(q). Rome2.6. (Tr) Hel.,2.2+ 15} F00 6-22. (ft) F09 4:7. (0) Kev. 
7.3%. (X) Gete19-22, (V) News 9.12. 
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i, Of ſach as concern our Duty towards Himſelf tmmedi- 
ately, this is the Sum, *Thou ſhals worſhip the Lord thy God, and 
him only ſhalt thou ſerve (2): There is nothing more equal and 
juſt than to worſhip and ſerve Him whoſe we are: To love 
and live to Him from whom we have our life and breath z 
Elpecially contidering, That Hy Commandments are our 
life (a). 

2. Such as refer more immediately to our ſelves, as Tem- 
pcrance, Chaſtity, Moderation, Sobricty, &c. Theſe (as is e- 
vident to all) co greatly conduce to our outward welfare,both 
in point of Health, Eſtate, Poſterity, Sc. (And what evil 
Conſcquents do attend the contraries of thoſe Vertues, might 
be every days..oblervation :) More eſpecially, ſuch as relate to 
vur ſpiritual State and Welfare : Of which, more particularly 
under the next Argument. | ; 

2 Such Coummanids alſo, as reſpc&t cur Duty towards 
Meng As to do Fuftly; to ſhew Mercy z to follow Peace with 
all Meng Every one to mind his own bulineſs ; and not in- 
termedille with others ; So, to he ſubject to the Powers 
that bez and to pray for thoſe in Authority ;. ( the neglet&t 
ef which Duty, may be a Cauſe of our diſquietment from 
them; atlcalt it may prove an Eccliple of our Joy fulneſs 
in ſuffering under them. Ec.) The Sum of this kind of Du- 
tics we have in that ſtanding uncontroulable Rule, Of doing 
19 others 4s we would they ſhould do unto us. On the contrary, 
there is nothing forbidden, but what tends to our hurts 
As, if it were needful, might be demonſtrated by Inſtances 
Innumecrable. 

4. "Ic this alſo might be added;the ftriat Tnjunctions that 
God hath laid upan the Subordinate Dilpenlers of His Law z as 
(namely) 70 Fudpe the People rith juſt Fudgment 5 not ro wreſt 
Fudg ment, nor reſpect Perjons (b): yea, he curſeth them that per- 
vert Fudgment (Cc); And will ſurely reprove them that accept Pers 
ſons (4d) &c- And ſhall Mortal Man be wore juſt than God (e)? 
Will He under fuch Penalties Command Men to do thus,and 
nGt much more, do ſo Himſelt ? 

Arp. V. Another Beam of the Righteouſneſs of Gold ſhines 
forth ir: his putting the Matter of our Duty into !mch a Way 
ind Method,as renders it molt facile, and mottly conduceth to 
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our chief End: As 1. To remember our Creator in the days of 04r 


(2) Matth.4.10. (a) Denut.16.1$,19 (i514, (C) ch. 27.19: 
14) Fob 12.10, {E) chdp-4.17- 
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Youth (f ). For, the Work of Converſion and Turning to 
God. muft needs he much eafier Ther, than when kabituated 
ift an evil courſe: For, long impenitency (bel:des the provocas 
tion it is to God) eſtranges the Mind more from Himz makes 
the Spirit more inflexible, and harder to be wrought upon; it 
multiplies our Work,and Subſtraets our Strength : For one ac- 
cuſtomed in evil, to learn to do weil; and for a Blackmoor to 
change his ikin.are things of a like poiſthility ; It's a very rare 
and dithcult thing for a Man to be born again,when he is Old, 

2, To watch againſt, and ſupprels, the fiſt morto;:s of Sin ; 
and to avoid what ever might be an Occaſion, or have tenden- 
cy towards it, And in order thereto, To take heed ro our Spi- 
71t (Eg). To keep the Heart with all diligence (h), To aoſtain from 
all appearances of evil (i). To hate the Garment ſpotted by the 
Fleſh (k). And to make a Covenant with our Eyes, as Fob did(l). 
( For, the profeſſed Prattice of ſome Saints, is Dire4ive to 
others, and Equivalent to a Command. ) To keep an Enemy 
from Riting, is much eafier than to que! him when he is upz 
yea, to Nip Sin when 'tis young, 15 the ready way, not only 
to keep it low, but to kl] it; as the continual plucking off 
Buds trom a Tree or Plant, deftroys the Root. 

3. Not to do any thing, the lawfulneſs whereof is dubious 
to-us; which,. as it 13 a Sin in it ſelf,-( as every thing is ), 
which is not of Faith (m); ſo it tends to obſcure to us the 
true {ight of o:her thing: $ and imboldens to farther attempts. 
Yea further, not to mind only the Lawfulneſs of things, but 
their Expeazency (n), The not-heeding of which, proves often 
an occalion of Sin to others, whereof we cannot be Guilt 
leſs: So likewiſc, to cheriſh all Motions to Good; not to 
quench the Spirit. (0); and to hearken ( or liften diligently ) 
what the Lord God will ſpeak (p); who ofi-times delivers 
His Mind with a .S:!// and a frail Voice, (q), which donbly 
obligeth our Attention, 

4. In His preffing with fo much weight and neceifity thoſe 
great Duties of Faith. Love, Paticnce, Self-denial, S-. 
(1.) Faith, whici; confifts in fubriitting to the Ririitoo:!t 
neſs of Gcd ; taking hol 0! His Strength ; and fellow ing thy 
Conduct of His Wiſdom : And in order thereto, thcwiny, us 


(f) Eccleſe. 12,1. (g) Mat. 2. 15, {h) Prov. 4622- {1D Theſl. 
6. 22. (k) Fuſe v. 23. (1) F09-21.1. (m) Kon. 14: 23s 
(0). 1-Cor; . 6.12: (0) 1-TÞ 5+ 196. 4Þ)- Ex0:l. 180-26 
(q) 1 A#7£S 19, 12. 
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our own finfulneſs, weakneſs, and folly ; with the Vanity of 
all Created Bottoms, which have always failed at the great- 
eſt need ; and fo, drawing our Hearts fo lean on Himſelf on 
ly, in whom alone we have Righteouſneſs and Strength (r). 
(2.) Lovez This is a Powerful, Aﬀtive, Candid, and Obli> 
ging Principl- ; It bears all things; thinks no evil; takes all in 
good part (S) 3 makes that both portable and pleaſant, which 
withour Love, would be both harſh and burdenſome. 
(2.) Patience, and Meekneſs of Spirit: Theſe mitigate the 
Dolour of any ſuffering z and often prevent or allay the 
Storm that is riting 3 A ſoft Anſwer turns away Wrath (1). 
It alſo breeds Experience z 1- That any amfliction may be 
born, through him that ftrengthens (#). 2. That afflictions 
arc all for our profit (x), 3- That we could not well have 
been without them (y). 4: It alſo gives to underſtand the 
Lords meaning, in them 3 which the noiſe of tumultuating 
Paſhons wonld drown to us. And, as a Means to work this 
Patience, the Lord ſets before us, 1. That there is a Cauſe 
of cvery Chaſtening ; and that Cauſe is from our ſelvess 
and therefore, no canſe to complain. 2. That He aftlits 
not willinglv ; but only when there 1s Need, and no more than 
Needs muft. 3. That He hath many Gracious Ends in af- 
nicting: As 1, To humble for Sin committed, as in Foſeph's 
rough dealing with his Brethren (a). 2. To Purge out 
Droisz as in the Caſe Manaſſeh (5) 3 and the whole 
Church (c). 2. To prevent Sins we ſhould otherwiſe fall 
into: Thus he kept Paul from being exalted above mea» 
ſure (4). 4. To wean vs from the World ; this he expe&@- 
ed from Baruch (e\; and this effea it had upon Aſaph ( f ) 
5. To exerciſe our Graces 3 as Abraham's great Faith, by his 
various Temptations , And Paul was much under Infirmities, 


that he might magnifie the Power of Chriſt (g). 6. By 


[:jſer *Cemptations, and deliverance from them, we are fitted 
for greater, and our Faith ftrengthened, both to bear, and 
to zct-through them 3 which Greater, had they come afore, 
N11ght have overturnd us. (4.) Self-denial: This is a Duty 
vf neareſt Conccrnment to us, ſince we have no ſuch Ene- 
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(cr) Iſa. 45. 24: (s) 1 Cor. 13. 5. (t) Prov. 15. 1. Fudg. 
3-3. (1) 2-Cor:-12« 9. -(X) Hebs 12.10. : (y) 1 Pet. to 
7- (a) Gen. 42. 21, (b) 2 Chron. 33. 11, 13. (C) 1/a. 27. 
(4) 2 Cor, 12. 7+ (e) Fere 45+ «4 3 Cn (?) Pſalm 73. 25s 
(2) 2 Core 12 Qs . 
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mies as Self-love, and Fleſhly Luſts, to War againſt our 
Souls. Theſe things conſidered will ſhew, that David's 
Concluſion is Right and Genuine z Good ard Up ight is the 
Lord, therefore will He teach Sinners in the way (h). Even 
Reaſon it ſelf might tell us ( to be ſure, Santified Reaſon and 
Experience will ) That thus to Command and Dire, is to 
lead in the right way z and it highly Commends to us the 
Righteouſneſs of God. 
_ Arg. V1. The Righteouſneſs of God i3 yet farther made-out, 
by His afftixing Reward: and Puniſhments, to Good and Evil 
Works reſpectively, according to what is the proper Reſult 
and Natural produtt of them : Whatſoever a Man jews, that 
ſhall he reap (2): Every Seed ſhall have its omn Body (kb): He 
will give to every One, accordirg to his ways; and the Fruit 1 
his doings (1). Holineſs hath in it, a Natural Tendency to Life 
and Peace: Itisa Tree of Life (m)z Grace and Glory grow 
from the ſame Root : Salvation is the End of Faith z the 
Flower that grows upon it (z). The Work of Righteouſnei> 
is Peace, and the Effett thereof, Quietreſs and Aſſurance for 
ever (0). It is ſometimes called, The Way of Life (p). 
Sometimes the Fountain end IWell-jpring of Lite (q). And it 
tendeth to Life (7). For,if the Roor be Holy the Bra'iches can- 
not be otherwile (s). | 
'Tis ſo likewiſe with Sin; Death follows Sin, not only as a 
Puniſhment for Delinquency, but as its natural Off-ſpring (t/. 
Original Corruption 13 the Root ; Sin, the Stalk that grows 
next upon it 3 and Dearth, the fiziſhirg, or tull Corn in the 
Ear (4). If there were no Juſtice to Revenge vin, Sin 
would be Vengeance to it lelt; Simmers lie in wait for their 
ow? Blood (x). It is ther 9wn wickedneſs that corretts them { y). 
The way of in i:c/ineth ro Death, and its foorleps ro the Dea : 
Its fteps take boil on Fell (3). Unbelief may be an Inſtance 
for all; as out of which, all Sins elſe are derived : Thi 
was the Root of Adam's Apoſtacy (*); Ot all that Peoples 
Redcllions in the Wilderneſs, (Þ). Of the Fer's rejetting the 
Meſſ:zh (||). Faith is that which holds the Soul to God, its Litc 
and Blcfſednels 5 Vnbeltef, it's departing from Him ; or the 
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(h): Plaim 92.13, (1 Udl. 6:7. (k) 1 Core 15+ 38s (D 1/4 
B10, 11 Fe 22. 196 0190735 4500) 4 Pet 16:9. 
GW) //-32. 17. (p} Prov. 12.28. (4 . 14. 27. (Ir) P!0%s 
19.43. {S): Fome 11T-16:4t). Frovs23- 24, 30.00) Fam. 1» 
T 4+ 15::(X)Prov. 1. 18. (Y) Fer 2s £9. (2)Prowe:2.1$, and $-5- 
letting 


] 
»J\ 


Get Zo (+4) Niuinh, I4. Il, vs Fol J J'2s { I Zo 


of God's Soveretgnty, &C. 33 
I-tting go of its hold; the loofing of the knot 3 upon which 
the Soul falls off of its own accord: An41 the firſt ſtep from 
God, lets in a way of Death; As a branch breaking off from 
its Stock, dics of it ſelf; This was Adam's unbelief; In all 
Men tince, it 15 a Retuſing to Return. | 

Ag VII. This Dottrine 13 further confirm®d by the gene- 
ral unanimous conſent and atfirmation of Thoſe beſt able to 
Judze. (1.) They aſſert it Fob, a Man of great Wiſdom 
and Integrity, (Not his like in all the Earth) (a), and none 
mure forely atficted ; yet, ſays Elihu to him. ( by way of 
Counſel, as what himſelf would do in the like caſe } / 
111 aſcribe Wighteouſneſs ro my Maker (6) And Surelj God will not 
proves Fudgment (c). God is known (7.ec. He is known to 
bu God ) by the Fudgments which Fe executeth (d) The Lord is 
Un ights there is no Unrighteouſneſs in Hime). He loverh Righte- 
0ufneſs, and hateth Iniquity ;, The Scepter of £u Kirgdom #s 4 
phe Scepter ({). Kighteoufneſs and Judgment are the habitation 
of His Throne.\g\. That True and Righteous are #1 Fudgments, 
1 the voice of thoſe in Heaven (bh). (2.) They /ubmit to it, 
even then when moſt provoked by Mens 1njurious dealings 
with them tor His ſake; and when the Lords own Hand 
nath bcen moſt ſevere towards themz ÞAar01 held his 
Peace (7). /t 1s the Tord (faith Eli) ler &im do what ſeemerh 
1:im good (+ Hezekiah alſo, Good w the Word of the 1ord (1). 
Yea, they have done thus, when by the light of Natural 
Walvn they could lee no realon for it: Witneſs Fob, who 
v hen plundred of all, becauſe he feared God, and eſchewed 
1 3 and (could juſtifie himſelf to the height, as to any hy- 
PoTite : yet ſays he, 1 mill make ſupplicatton to my Fudge (m). 
1 ook on our Lord and Saviour Himſelf, and fee His Confeſs 
lon 3 Our Fathers cryed uno thee, and were delivered; but I, 
though day nor night I am vor ſilent, Thou heareſt me not : How 
Hoes He clole His Complaint ? Not, Thou dealeft more hard- 
ly with Me who leſs have deſerved it; but | Thou art Fzg« 
ly (n), ] Feremy indeed began to objett, becaute the way of 
the 13 icked proſpered, «nd they were happy that dealt wreacherouſly : 
But, he preſently bethinks himſelf, withdraws his Plea, and 
yields the Cauſe; Righteous art thou, O Lord, mhen 1 plead 


—— 


(4) Job 1. $. (b) Fob 36. 3.(c) Job 34. 12. (d) Pſal, 9.- 
16. (ec) Pſal. 92. 15... (f)-P/. 45. 6,7. (8) Pl:97-2 Deut. 
32. 4: (h) Rev. 19. 2. (i) Levit. 10. 3« (k) 1 Same 3. 18. 
(1) 2 Kavg 29. 19. {Mm) Fob. 9. I5. (n) Pl, 22. 2, 3, + 
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with thee (0). IT might Inſtance the Suffrage, even of wick- 
ed Men; and of the moſt ovbdurate among them ; whote 
Coniciences, at times, have inforced their Confelhon of this 
Truth z and the 'Teitimony of an Adverſary proves ſtrong- 
ly. Pharaoh (ubicribes to itz The Lord ts Righteous, I and iy 
People are wicked (p). 
C5.) The Saints Tiumph in the Righteoulneſs of God ( as 
well they may ) and call upon others to do the like 3 The 
Lord Re igneth, let the Earth rejoice (7). :0,-let the Nations be 


glad, a4 fing for Foy ;, for thou ſhals Fudge the People Righte- 


olefty 5). Let the Heavers rejoice, and the Earth be glad: fore 
tw: Lords For, He cometh, For He cometh 10 Fudge the Earth : {HI 
&c. And hence it was, that Paul, and the reſt of them, 
chough the prelent icnle of their ſufferings was grievous z yer 
t] wy gloried in them z Ani rejoiced greatly, in hopes of 
that Glory, and Crown of Righteouſneſs, which God as a 
Kig jore es Judge, had prepared for them (1). 

VII. The Kighreouſneſs of God is yet further illuſtra- 
tcd, By The Iſſue and Event of bis darkeſt Diſpenſations : The 


Conjurijuon Decreed ſhall over flow with Righteouſneſs (x), and 


nothing; clle ſhalt be in it; His People, though long under 
oppreſion, He brought . them forth at laſt, with the Prrcatc1 r 
Subſtance : His Icading them apout in the Wildernels, as 
It were in a Maze, forty Years together; ani bringing then 
back to where they had been many Yeats afore z yet proved 
it to be the Right way (9); and it was for their pood in the 
latter end (3). David's Jong Periecution by $41 "made ”_ yy; 
the fitter for the Kingdom, and adapted him for the Orhce 
- rags SECretary to the Great King, 3 oppor Une accu 
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Beperionce, they. are birmed to us; and this among the reft, 
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Blcjj:d 1s tre ian who thou chaſteteſt, md rexcheſt Lim out 0j 


wy--Liw {a}. We {ce 1: alſo, by the end the Lord made 
Fith 500; He brouzht him forth 1 the Goll,, and doinled bis 
Dil: 155 UN 114m ch). 'The Baſket of VO l Fig S..WCIC —— 
NLO Captivity for 07 Hg (C); F 7, "41 i 'sS 1:1 niet! LOS Ll ca” © C0, 
[OF Ter. 12+ Lo- (P)-Ex04; gs 27-04) Fhdg.t:7. 
44+ 17, 19; oe T'falms G3. 97. and 99; SJ DI BRE4-: 
95. 11, 12..(U) 2 Tim. 4.3... {x) 1a 10242. (F) Bf; ic 
C y a4Jjpt ” \ "a "7 OY mA » : : CI 
(7) D-ut. ++: 46:42). 7/54 4200). 09:25 10.-and 42 12 
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of God's Sovereignty, &E. 35 
his Satuation (4); Even Chrift Himſelf, whoſe temptations, 
',rrows, and ſafferings were ſuch, as never were known by 
Men z they were inten.led, and accordingly did perfe&t and 
11able Him for His Office of Mediator (e). 

IX. Another great inſtance and evidence of the Righteouſneſs 
of God, appears in the manner of his procedure in reference 
to the Elect : Thoſe precious Souls, whom He lov'd from Evers 
Jafting, and detcrmin'd to bring to Glory: yet having finn'd, 
2: not one of them ſhall enter There, without ſatisfattion made 

| to His Juſtice 3 Even Thoje He will not juftifie, but ſo as to be 
# juſt in the doing of it (f); The Mercy-Scat being ſprinkled 
; 4 with Blood (£), was evidently a ſhadow of it. For, the 
: 1 Glory of God, does not contifſt only in ſhewing Mercy 
; | but to do it in ſuch manner as not to claſh with his Juſtice : 

t's a part of His Name and Glory, that He mill by no means 

clear the guilty (h), But who then ſhall be faved, ſince all the 

iorld is found puilty before Ged(i) ? Yea, there is yeta way to 
ſhew Mercy ( which is tor ever adorable) and therein is ſhewn 
the manifold I/iſdom of God, as well as His Righteouinelſs 
1n the contriving a way for Mercy and Truth to meet together(k), 
which was done by - transferring the guilt of His Choſen upon 

Another, who was able to bear it; and to give a more ade- 

guate fatisfation to his Juſtice, than they ever could have 

gone by their perſona! Sutterings : This alſo was typified by 

the Law of the Scapz-Goat, ZTevir. 16. 8, 10, 26. 

Arg. XK. Contider eſpecially that great inſtance of Chriſt 
himſelf, the firſt Elect, and Head of the Family; and the 

: compact made with Him 3 who, thongh he were a Son, His 
| beloved Son, in whom His Soul delighted; yet it He will 
T undertake for Sinners, He muſt ſtand in their ftead 3 AU their 
s Þ Sins mu meet upon Him, and He muſt bear punithment due 
| to them (1). It was 70r Poſſible that Cup ſhould paſs from him z 

L | No, though he ſought it with ftrong crys and tears; and that of 
Him that was able to ſave Him fro:n Death z who alſo loved 
Him as His own Soul: He was not, He might not be Releaſed, 
until He had paid the utmoſt Mite. For, albeit, that Grace 
is perfectly free to Men, in Pardoning and Saving, of them z 
yer Juſtice muſt be ſatished, and Chriſt was bated Nothing. 
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(q) Phil. 1. -19-. (e) Heb: 2. 17; 18s (f) 'Fow. 3- 26s 
(Z) Levit, 16. 14, Heb.g. iz. 21. (lh) Exod. 34. 7: (1) Roms 
3+ 3+ (Kk) Pf. $5, 19. (U Ia. 53. 4s 5: 
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taketh away his Soul MM '"Fhe refore kako up butliiid 


This laft unparallel'd Tnſtance of Incomparable Juſtice, doth 
highly illuſtrate the point in hand; Namely, That our Great 
ad Sovereign Lor l cannot out do Right, 


Interences from the Righteouſnels of GOD, 


ter. 1. May this Doctrine prove an Eternal Blaſt, to 
tne yan and pretumptuous Conhdence of impenitent Sin-, 
mers 3 Who, becauſe Vergenrce is not ſee. [ily executed, have their 
hearts ful! y bent and ſort in them 19 do evil (m), Be caute the 
Lord (at pretent) holds His Peace, they think He 1s ike 
Vhet #55 Ln &c, Let them certainly know, that He: 1s 
ac to deal with them « And further, that His Xighreoujneſs 
»lizeth Him to vindicate Himſeltz He will by 0 means 

x 5 the Guilty, nor be a/ways lent ; - Though flow, yet [wes 
and ftrikes home at laſt (ow), Je will ariſe 10 tulgment, and 
fins tin 0: der before them, and reckon with thei for all 
the hard (peeches, which they ungodly Sinners) have ut- 
ter d againſt Him: The tight whereot ſhall ſtrike their crem- 
bln, Souls notwithſtanding their ftottne!s Now? with 
boriour and amazement; and make even all thcir Powels 
ready to zuſh out : Ze will wound the hatry Seu'p. the proud 
and pretumptuous head * of every ove that goes on 1 bis nicked- 
A Dart [pail $ ite through bus {toer (4), and down 

WItlh on 1.10 Hell, the Net!iermoſt Hell, 1:11 4 Moment. 
Why then will you rum 2p .ainft the thick Eofjes of bis Duck! 
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No, nor never ſhalt} Where will "his Hope b 
off, and know that He 1s God { 

inter. 2+. Let tins Doctrine Gy ever erg the Huly 
and Ggoxl wars of God, (both thote He walks in towards 
us, and thiule Ho COM! nands vs to walk in tow a3 Hunt, \ 
trom all thoie tentclots mp tations of {frets Morot: refs, 
Nicety, Precijenejs, or whatever. elle the proph. NCNCis ON 


[enorancc of Mun. can tax inem With ; For, as 1t 15 faid, to 
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of God's Soucreipnty, RC. 37 
ir 13 found, by the certain and ſober experience of all that 
fear Him, (and againſt ſuch experience, no Reaſoning is to 
be admitted) 1 fay, 'tis a General Inſallible Experimeut, 
That a! the ways of wiſdom are pl-aſantneſs ro him that walks 
in them (a) : which argues, that thole who think otherwiſe, 
are ignorant of them; and thcrefore not competent Judges. 
Tis grantcd, indeed, that thoſe whole hearts are in theſe 
00d ways of God, have their ſteps tuo often tmrn'd afide, 
and go halnng!ly in them: But in truth, the Fault is not in 
the Way, but in the Men: 'l here is ſome Fratture in their 
hones, Diflocation of Joints, or evil tumor; ſomething is 
out of order, and needs looking tos A Creeple will limp in 
$9/9mon's Porch, (on the ſmootheſt Lavement) when one that 
15 found in his Limbs, will walk with delight on rougher 
zround. 'I'he Law and our hearts were once at Perfett agree- 
ment, the ditcord came in by our trec-will deviationss and 
ſerving from our firſt make. Therefore, admit not the 
leaſt motion, that looks but awry on the Commands or 
Diſpolſements of God; but Juſtifte them ro the height, and 
take ſhame to vour ſelf, as Paul himſelf did, Thi: Command- 
ment u Holy, bur I am Carnal (6). 

Tifer. 3. It tlic Lord cannot but do Right, then let us all Cana 
every one) take heed of lin, which the Holinets and Juſtice 
of Gol are fo inexorably bent againſt 5 He will not Pardon 
without ſatisfaction; Yea, beware of 1zrtle Sins, (Little I 
mean, in eftecm with Men, or in compariſon of ſome others) 
Your Nearn<\s to God will not cxcule you 3 Fer, Tou bave 1 
own, | therefore} you will I puniſh (c): Even Moſes his Servant, 
tor ovace ſpeaking, unadviſediy, was ſhut out of Carauzn (d); 
and though he would fain have gone into that good Land, 
and foliciced the Lord much about it, as it he would have no 
d-nials yer the Lord would not hear him ; Speak 07 more 10 
Me of this matter ({e\. To make light of the leaſt tin becauſe 
Grace abounds, is to fin againſt your own Soul; and to 
maks the precious Blood of Chriſt a common thingz (the 
leaſt is the price of blood; (Although he love thee 3 and 
that fo, az Never to take His loving kindneſs from thee ; 
yet He will not lect thee go altogether unpunithed ; Yea, the 
Lord may hide from thee the ſcnſe of His love, and make 
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$ A PraGiea) Diſcourſe 
thee feel His Dijpleaſure, even to the breaking of thy bones, 
£6. For He muſt diſcountenance fin; and that for onr 
£00d, 2s well as to vindicate th: Honour of His Righteoul- 
nels. 

Irfer. 4 You that acxnowledge God's Uprightnels, and 
profeſs to be Ris Children, convince the World of the rruth 
of your Principles by your prattice : Shew your ſelves to be 
His Off-ſpring, by your Iik-ne/s to Him : Do Fuftly, Iove Mercy, 
walk Humbly:; To be blzmel:ſs and harmleſs, and withour re- 
buke (f), is your beſt Argument to refute the World's Ca- 
lamnies, and to prove yonr ſ{clves to be the Sons of God. 
Shew it alſo, by your Juſtifying God, even whiles He wraps 
Himſelf in a Cloud (g), and His footſteps are not known (b). 
He that owns not God's Hand in every Diſpenſ-ment, dil- 
owns his Sovereigntyz and he that Repincs, dcnies His 
Righteouſneſs; Acquit your felt in both. 

Infer. 5 Then let None Stumble at preſcnt adminiftrati- 
ons, nor admit» of a friſter or ſufpicious thought, touching 
this Holy Lord Gud :- The R2al9m of His Ways, may be un- 
known, caimor be unjuſt & He fees through the dark Cloud, though 
vu and I cannot. We know, the Lord doth not afflict wil- 
lingly, (); and His people are in Heavinels but for a ſeaſon, 
and if need be (kt) : Then turcly *7;s meet t9 be faid unto God, I 
have born chaſtiſemert; (i. e. My Sin procurd it for me, and 
I have no cauſe to complain) / will offend 79 more {I), Ac- 
krowledge his uprightnejs, a4 Fe will be practous unto thee (m). 
Ang do it witen thon cant not fee the Reaſon of His judp- 
ments, nor their Terry ; taking it {E11 for a Rule, Thar ai 
the ways of Gol are perf: ; Nowrg can be put to them 5 Nor 
avy thirg taken from thin (7). Twas a good Reſolutior 
in Fob, Tha” tf91uph he were Rightonus, yer would be not a::ſwer 
God ; but make juppiication to kis Fuſge (0); And though he 
woult Je.cy kim, Yet will i1C trialt {i {1{lin, (f) * nd this he 
would do, even whiles he thought he might maintain his 
own vays betorc Him. 

Be” Pattert therefore The  conmirg of the Tord - draweth 
nigh (q), win will juige th {ori d mnh Riprteouſneſs (r) . Let 
neither the Wickcd's protpeiity, nor the dayly chaſtenings 
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of God's Sovereignty, &Cc. 39 
of His own Propler be an offence to thee : Go-up inm the 
Santtuary of God (s); There thou ſhalt know the end, Ir 
ſhall not always be carried thus ; There will bc a Reckon- 
ing for the good things they bad in their life time : when 
thoſe that had lived in plcafure, will with that their Souls 
had been in thy Souls ſtead, under all its prefluresz And it 
ſhall be no gricf of heart ro thee, to remember thy Mortal 
and momentany ſufferings*(1); when thou ſeeft ſuch peaceable 
fruits of Righteouſneſs brought forth th:rcby (u). When thou 
!nalt be Rapt up with an holy amazement, and ſhalt ſay in 
thy heart, / Joſt my Children, and was deſolate; A Captive and 
Removirg 10 and fro; ( had no abiding place ) who hath begotten; 
me theſe (x)! Whence came they \” What rooc ſprang they 
from ! My 1ight afflictions were not worthy to be compared with 
this Glory (y)! He'l never repent that he ſowed in tears, 
who brings home his Sheafs with ſuch Foy, But as you go 
along to this your bleſſed home, and ſweet place of Eternal 
Reſt : ; It may be worth the While to ruminate ſuch Scrip- 
tures as theſe ; * Thougha Sinner do evil an hundred tmes, and his 
days be prolorge 24 (he goes hp venue ely it ſhall be well 
71 ith them that fear Gol: But it ſhall not be well with the Wick- 
ed;42); Yerily, There 1s a Reward for the Righteous; Verily, 
He is a God, who julgeth in the Earth (a), And His Fudg- 
ment is accordii g to twuth, (b) And bleſſed are they that wait 
for Him (c. 

Laftly All the Objections that are brought againſt the 
Dottrine of Ele&ion, Abſoluteneſs, Perſonality and Eternity, 
The Peculiarity of Redemption 5 "The Efficacious Predominance 
ot Grace in Calling z and Belicvers Invincible Perſeverance in 
Faith and Holineſs; » Would all be disbanded and ſent to their 
own Place, Were this One Truth, (which none in words, 
will deny ) but be truly belicv'd and Receivd in Love; viz- 
That God bath an abſolute right of Dominion over t/1s Creatures, to 
diſpoſe and determine of them, as ſeemeth Flim good; and that, ' 
the doirg thereof He cannot but ao Right. 
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Praftical ' Diſcroſe 


OF 


ELECTION 


T's E Doctrine of El:4i0n, containeth the whole Sum 
and Scope of the Goſpel; And our Mind+, if honeſtly 
ſubdued to the Doctrine of God's Sovereignty z cannot be im- 
ployed about a more excellent Subject. Jt 15 called, The 
Foundation of God; not only, becaule ot the Supzreminency of 
it; but as a Foundation of 71s on laying, Which God #im- 
ſelf is the Author of; and He alone ; and ihe Baſes whereof is 
Himſelf : Tt i5 that Foundation which ſtand cth ſure, and keeps 
them all ſure, who ſtand upon it. 

ELECTION 1; the pitching of EverlaJtig Love z or 
the Good Pleaſure of God Cheoſirg and Decreeing 10 Frern Fm life: 
It 15 the Great Charter of Heaven; God's ſprital and Free-Grace, 
Deed of Gift to Hi; Choſen Ones ; made-over in-truſt unto 
Teſus Chriſt, for their uſe and benefit. 
Gift. ( to make them Authentick ) there muſt he inlertecd, 
The Name of the Dovor, or Perſon that gives 3 The Name of 
the Poor, or Pcrion to whom; The quatuy and exicat of the 
Thing that | tz Given 3 Th C Os when it was done - The Con- 
fileration that move ; 10 And in caſe of Im} POLCACy, it 15 
uſual and neceſſary to da in ſome Friend as Feaffee til wut, 
who 1s to ſtand ſeized or putieſicd of the Gi't for the Donor's 
uſe 5 Ail which are cvidently found in Scripture-Election, 
2nd. may he umm ({ into this Propetttion- 


Prop. That the is a Peculiar People, who were 
perſorrally cf  0f God, in*Chriſt. accord- 
is to His nn good Tilrofure, and. or- 
auin'd to Flotiul Life, before the Werld 
bre an, 


Before I come to a end. Proof or the Propoſition, 

T ſhall firft Explain the *Lerims, and then Produce ſom - 1n- 
Ra aOCs of : 2 fower k; nd of Llection, Sol to matters of a low- 
cr 
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of Goga's Sovereignty, OO. 
er Concern, than That of Etcrnal Life z Which yet may be 
reckon'd a Type, and ſhadow of it. 

I. For Explanation : This word | Peculiar ] denotes the 
Excmption or priviledging of a Ferion or thing, from the Po- 
wer of another, in whole juriſdiction it was or ſeem'd to be : 
It {metimcs lignifies Riches or Subſtance, which is of a Man's 
own proper getting, by Labour and Induftry : It 1s al- 
{Q) uſed, to dcneminate ſuch part of a Man's. Inheritance, 
a, he keeps in his own hands; which our Law calls his 
Demeſne Lands In all which relpccts, the Elect are aptly 
mil a Peculiar People ; For (1) Though Satan be Prince 
of the World, and rules en every 1.dez yet, gs tpuching 
the Fled, it is but an uſurp'd and temporary juriſdiction 
that he bath over thems 1 hey do {indced) belong to anc- 
ther Prince, to whom their Chict Lord hath given them 3 
who therctore (in the appointed time) will reſcue them from 
that uſurpation. (2) they arc the Lurd's T1caſure or Inhert- 
tance, obtained by labour indeed, with Sweat and Blood ; 
than Which, ncthing is more a Man's own, nor hardlier 
parted with: Such was the portion beſtowed by Facob on his 
beloved Joſeph even That which he got with ins Sword, and 
with his Bow, Ge”. 4%. 22; And (3) They are the Lords 
Demeſries 5 He keeps them in 47s own hands; Tenders them 
as the Apple of 41s eye 3, and will not betruſt them in the 
l.ands of others z No not of their own elves, M 

[ Choſen, or Elected ] The proper import of the word, 
is, to Select, or make choice of, One or More, out of a 
7rcater number. | Perſonally ] choſen, 7. ec. They were 
inglcd forth, or pitched upon by name: And, Choſen [ in 
Clift] or into Chriſt, az their Head and Mediator, that 
bc; in Himg-all the Grace and Glory they were cholen-unto, 
might be Rightfully theirs, and accordingly applycd to them. 

1o{ Ordain ] is the fame here as to Predeſtinate, Appoint, 
Prepate, Decrcco, or furc-determine of things to come z Which 
was in {uch manner done, that the Event always has, does, 
and ever fhall, julily ſucceed, according to defignment. 
In this ſenſe Men canno! be laid to Predeftinate, becaule they 
cannot ( with any ccitainty ) deteimine Cf things not yet 
in being : Bur, all things were preſent with God from Eter- 
nitvs and His Dccce thc © auſe of their after-exiſtance. 

y [ Eternal life ] 1 unde thaid, not only the Saints a(tual 
poticſhon of Bleſ{cdniis and Glory; ( which confiſts in their 
pertcet cuntormity to God, and Union with Him, (accord- 


ing 


1 Pradtical Diſrnyrſe 
ing tothe 17th of Jobn ) put alto, whatever 15s Requiſtte there- 
to, by way Right, Preparation or otherwiſe; whercin are 
compriſe! the MedLarion of Chriſt, Effeftual Callivp, and 
rinal Perſeverance in Faith and Holinel 33 Which are( indeed) 
but ſo many parts Or {ubdivitons of Elettioa ; Ye have 0s T 
all conjovi'd in one verſe, both as appropriate to the ſams Þ 
Perſons, ani! as bring 1n ſcparable ».in //4..'62, 12.: Where 
Thoſe for whom the Hiz zh-way 1s caſt-up, are termed The Þ 
Floly People; there's their Eledion: The Re deemed af the ord ; 3 
that 15 plainly Redemption: s. oy are alto ſaid to be Soughr- 
oft ; which umports their Ffectual Calli-ps And A City 7Gt 
. forfaken, which implics not Icl; than Perjeveraice : And 
they are nere Dur 1 in Succeſſion, as they fall in order of 
time ; Elec 1s theretore callel, A preparivg unto Glory (4). 
[ Before the IForld began ] The lame thing for brevity fake 13 
commonly called Ererniery 5 antlk in Scripture Pliraſe From 
i Everlaſting. [ Accordirg 10 Fis ow7! good pleaſure ] 'This ſhews 
4,08 the Root of Election; the great Bottom-Ground on whicl: 
or. it is found: d ; Exchulive to at tings clle, as being any - 
way Cauſal, Conmiburory, or Monve thereto. . 
IT. For Jiſtances of a lower kind of EleQion: Confider .Þ 
here, God's Cheoling or Neittinating certa In Perſons by 
Nam?, ( and Some of them before they were horn ) to 11gnal and 
eminent Service in the Worlds wherein they were Patterns 
ot the Elotio77 we are treating, of; and may well be account- 
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come of his. Þo ſte Wit * A wondertul high Honovr ! But, 
what was there in 5rihamn, that might Move Gud thus to 
prefer him above the Reft ot lis Kindred ?. Was he any thing 
more to Gvud, or had he ferved him hetter, than other Ido- 

| Witers with whom tic livd 2 No, in no wiic; and yet, the 
Lord fwgled him forth, and called him - alove (ch. And, 1n 
truth, no other Realon can-be-given oy = than what 15 g1- 
ven for his love to Abrahasn s Polteriiv.y 172 loved them becauſe 
he loved them (43. Nor 1445S. B& pitch: 11 pon to be the Fathes 
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"f ed a Collateral Proof ani Evidence « f 1t, _ 
ih Abrakam was pitch dl un0n, to-be. the Root and Father of 
"i God's peculiar Peopl-; W hom He wowuld Own and Honour | 
1 above the ens © of the Worlkls Andtiat in him, AI Fa- 3 
Py. milies of the Eath | lt - bl*(ſ21 (5); Which contains a Pro- 
it mile, That the NMeiſias, or Savicur of the World ſhould 
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of God's Soverer; ty, GC. AZ 
of many Nations, nor Sarab to be the Mother of them, for any 
natural fruitfulneſs in them above othersz For, Abraham's 
body was now dead ;z And Sarah. beiides her Natural bar- 
-enncſs, was paſt the Age of 'C hild-bearing ; which occa- 
50n'41 her to laugh at the Promiſe; For who { indecd ) 
would make choice of a dry'4 ftock and barren Soil to be- 
cin his Nurſery with ? In ſuch materials is nothing to in- 
duce tO 1t. | | 

The ſame courſe he was pleaſed to take with Abraham's 

immediate Seed: He takes not all of thems but, In Tfaac 
frall thy ſeed be called, (e), Thus 1/aac was taken, and ſhmael 
lefr, And though Abraham's piayer was heard for Iſhmael, ſo 
as to have him bleſſed with outward things 3 yet as to the 
71zin thing, God rejctts him; and relolves to eſtabliſh bis 
Covenant with Waac (f), who was yet unborn, 

The like alſo He doth by 17/4:c's Children; Jacob Ze 10- 
Jed, but Eſau 41e hated, (£); Wiiich 1s both the Prophets, 
2nd Apoſtles expoſition oi thute, words [ The Elder ſhall ſerve 
the Tous per, (6): | And this difference was put before they 
cre born; yza, and intaii'd al!/v upon their Poſterities : 
{he One, are the People of 4/is Wrath, againſt whom He hath 
[ndigration for ever (1) 3 Their Captivity ſhall 10t Ferurn 5 whe; 
the whole Earth rejoiceth, they ſhall be deſolate, &c. (k) But for 
Facob, the Lord mill brirg them back to their own land, and 
plant them, and build them aſjuredlyy and do them good with his 
rp bole heart, (1D: But let be oblerved, it was not F.cob's more 
worthy demeanour, whether foreſeen or ated, that procured 
tim the bl-fling; Fjau did more for it than he, and more 
(rcerelyz He buntcd for Veniſon, and for ue Veniſon 5 ſuch 
as his Father loved; which he alio makes ready, and brings 

with fpecd, big with expettation of his blefling 3 which al- 
{9 he ſeeks umportunately, with rears and biner crying, (m). 
NOW, What goud {thing dotn 74c99 do to inherit the Blel- 
inz? 1. He'goes about to invade Anothers Right for the 


nng beleng'd to the Firlt- born. 2. He ſceks to pervert 
which was to blets Eſau, 


7 

Lic known intontion of his Fa ior 
>. He abulcth his Farther with countei fert Venion. © 4. He 
fukes the Name of God in vain, tv make his diſpatch the 
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more probable, {”»). $5 He ſeeks it by fraud and down- 
right lying ; He cloaths his Neck and Hands with the Kids- 
Skin; and roundly athrms himſelf to be Eſau; (very im- 
proper means tc obtain a bleſſing!) It necd not be asket, 
which of the Two's deporment was moſt deſerving ? One 
would caſily conclude the blcfſing to be Z/au's:; but ſce the 
Event ! He that carries him elf unworthily, c carries away the 
bleſſing ; He that behaves himſelf dutifully to obtain it, is 
diſmiſt without it: And though his Father bleſſed Facgs 
unwittingly, and by miſtake 3 vet, when he came to know 
it, he was lo far trom rever; '"S what He had Wn, that He 
Earn. i. afirms it ; 1 have bl:f-d4 him; | yea, and he ſpall be 


Glejjed ( Woul:! we know, now, the Reaſon of this 
ſtrans* id ( according to en} Irrational Event* It was, 


Thu fe Purpoſe of God, arcorilivg mo Eleflion, ey, ſtand, (the 
Flder mutt ferve the Younger-) Nor of IForks, but of Hin 
that Calleth(p). And tis wonderful to obſerve, low God 
ordercd the whole couric of this Cranſattion, as intending 
It a full and prevuant example of Frernal Elettions For t 
holds forth plainly "Ine Sovere B75 or God over His Crea- 
TU cs, In taking whom ile will: 2 Freeneſs or Us Grace, 
in Chooling thot that are 1-5 4c on ng; The. re Effect of 
His Parpolc 5, with Hi3 w We and certiun Or ding of things 
relating to His nd; a> alſo His uſtzg, of Means and Inftru- 
ments therem, quite betides rhe 7Vcrural Scope of them, and 
contrary to thiur own intendiment, 

Then for the 11: ache 11:3 p<ople the Lord chole in 
Avraham 407 years bctore "Te pi Ui Jucly owned them © They 
are expreſly term"; 42 Ele Nation, as being ſeparated from 
the rc} of the Work! ; 47 Faly, ſpecial, p: cli. People unto 
God. Vie touk them tor //zs ow7 Porron, the 1 ot of Fi Ii 
beritance : Read his own words, { for they at © Precious 
words with thole to vw] non they « apps rtain ) Te ſnalbe holy us- 
wt Me: J for I have [cuered you from other peonle, that ye ſhould be 
Mine, (q) The Iord ry Gol hath C hoſen thee to be 2 ſpecial 
Peopl- unto Himſelf, above all Peofie, thit are 0) the face of T9 
Farth,(r), The 101d thr ay. ith Avouched thee two be Flis 
peculiar People, and ro male-ihee Fipn age dll Nations (5): 
The Tord had a delight ta uf y F liens 170 love them, and {ie Choje 
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of God's Sovereignty, &C. 45 
their Seed after them, even you above all People (1), 8c. But 
were they as far ahove uther Nations in £00 neſs, In great- 
eſs, Or excellent demeanour ? Had they better improv*d their 
vart in the Common-ſtock ? And was that it which intitulzd 
them to this Honour ? No fuch Matter z as appears (1.) By 
thc Reaſon there aſſigned 3 Te ſhall be a peculiar Treaſure unto 
fe, above all people, (| For "all the Earth is mine (4). ] It is as if - 
c Lord had ſaid, There is no difference between you and 
lar Nations ; All the Earth is Mine, and I may take where 
will, I am no: tyed to any; I might take of them, and 
GICAT ( you ; They cannot carry 1t more unworthily than yqu 
have don, an; t will do; 1 looked from Heaven, and conli- 
Gerd their Works and yours : : I ſee that your Hearts are fa- 
{nionfd alike : And (2.) Their atter demeanour did abun- 
dantly vcrifhc it; and the Laid __ it; / knew that thou 
woruldeſt deal rreacheroufly, and waſt called a jr 41ſgreſſor from the 
Womb; Thatihou routdft be obſtinate, thy Neck an iron finew, 
( lt thy brow brafi; and rFat thou wouldſt do only evil from thy 
194th up, (x) &. WW hat then wa> the Cault or Motive of God's 
c200ling them above others? It was His undeſcrved Love and 
tavourtuthems Ze loved them, becauſe He loved them ( y). 
Come to Da: 14: God had provided Him a King amon 
7 's Sons, an: Sgmuel mult go to anoint him: But it mu 
1/1, whom the 1ord ſhould Name to Him : Not the eldeſt or 
v.OU HT Periun ; And therefore, lays he, ( when they pals 
buiure him,) The Lord hath not Choſen this 5 Nor this; Nor theſes 
Put David, *T15 truc, the Lord: did not mention David's 
Name to Sajauel ; but, He did what was equivalent ; for, 
Wien Dawlid Comet -in, He tells him, Thts 7s he, Anoint him (7). 
Anu obſerve, This [he] was the youngeſt, the meaneſt, 
and moſt unlikely 3 {carce reckon*d a3 one of the family 
"tor he was not br ought- -in awons the Reſt.) Then, Note 
| peo gpre' His 11 ployment was to Keep the Sheep 
Hi cxorale, what was it but tuch as is reckon*d cfteminate.z 
He addicte f limiclt to Multck : Sce allo lis Complexion Or 
(Confiiration of Budy, white and Ruddy ; no promiſing 
Ciiaractor of a Martial Split : And yet this Man { or rather 
this Lada and Stripling ) thus qualited, and thus educated, 
Ic muſt be the Captain of the Lord*; Hoſt; who yet had 


(t). Ch: 10, 15: (11). Exod. 195 5. :(X) 1/4; 43-4; $+ Fer 
324.30. {Y) Deut. 7. 8.:and 9. 4s (Z) 1 S4M. 16s 1, 12, 
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the greateſt enemics to dcal-with : cp - Gs nad need 
of a Man of courage an condutet to be over them. Well ' 
tet David's Birth, Complex on, Employment, Education, bc 
what it will; Never fo unlikely in all human reſpects 3 yer 
this Dauid is, and he muſt be the man, whom the Lord will 
honour, to Rule His People, to Fight their Battels, and to 
do exploits. In this choice the Lo:d was pleaſed to ſet-by 
what ever 1s qr with Men, Ze feeth mor as. man ſeeth ; 
i, e. He regards not Men for their Natural accompliſhments: 
If for any thing, it nuift be ( probably ) for ſome exccllent 
endowment of the Mzi;:/ ; ant that of 1iſ42n is of as weigh- 
ty countideration in tlie choice of a Prince, as any other ; 
But this is no Inducement or Motive to God, He reſpets not 
airy that are miſe in Heart (a): And it He dic 1, it was not here 
to bz had; David hal no Pince-like qualities above Hiz 
Brethren, antil afterwards z as 1s plainly intimated in theſe 
Mk words, The Spirzr of the Lord came up9i 1/im | from that day for- 
't ward, ](6). 
m6 Then for Feremy, The Lord ordains him to he a Prophet ; 
ſets him uver Nations an41 Kingdoms ; commilhonates him 
to Root-out and puil-down ; To build, and to plant: Ge, 
Why ? what had Feremy done, that the Lord ſhould cal! 
him to ſo Imperial a work ? Sure,no great matter z fot thi, 
he was ordained to betore ne was boru 15 Lefore 1 formed thee 
#1 the Belly 1 knew thee ;, T [117 Zifte thee, and ordained th2e a Tro- 
phet : Tt allo appears boy his own Contcihoun how un-meet he 
was for fuch a work, and how unwilling ; ; I canmor ſpeak, for 
am a Child (c). 
Another ir ance may be Cyrus s Tis m 

a great and noble wo:ks; It was, in br; £, to deſtroy the 
Golden Monarchy ; To breat: in picces the hammer of the 
whole Ea: Wy To Teleaſe Gol's Ps ople out: of Captivity, 

an! to build His Temple: and this more than an hundred 
years before Cyr:ts was born : The Lord itiles him His Anoin- 

td, Nis Elet?, His Shepherd, and One tat thouil pc rform ail 
Jab is pleaſure: And He calls him by his Name too, which 15 
T4 Twice repeated as a thing to bs remark'd; And to inforce 
ES: it the mores He adds a noe of Nitrrower ODICLVance g 1 Pate 
called thee | even } rhce by thy Mame, (4). 


2n Was dccrecd to 
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of God's Sovereignty, &C. 47 

Was Cyrus thus choſen, becauſe he would he a puifſant 
Prince; or did the Lord make him puiſſant and viftori- 
ous, becauſe appointed to fuch a work? Hear what the Lord 
Himiclf ( who beſt knuws the Ground of His own Deſigna- 
tion) ſays of Hims Thus ſaith the Lord to his anointed, to 
Cyrus, whoſe right hand 1 have holden, (i. e. 1 gave him ftrength 
and taught him how to uſe it ) 1 wz// looſe the loyns of Kings and 
61-1 10 him the two leafed Gat-s; 1 mllgo before him 1 
ml! break in pieces the Gates of braſs, ard cnt in ſunder the bars 
of iron, &c. But what ſhall Cyrus have done, that the great 
God ſhould do him this honour 2 He di4 not ſo much as 
know the Lord 3 which alſo is twice repeated, as a matter 
worthy our obſcrvation, /j4.45. 1 to 5. 

Laſtly, Paul; The Lord from Heaven commuyttonates him 
His Preacher General among, the Gentiles 3 to bear His Name 
before Kings $5 To Mawl and ranſack the Devil's Kingdom 5 
aid to turn the World uptde-downz Witneſs his doings at 
Foheſus, Athens, and other places; And this he was called 
to, even whiles in the heat of his pcrſccuting fury againſt 
that name, which now he is ſent to preach : And that there 
vas no motive on. Paul's part, himſelf is Witneſs, where 
ſ{reaking of that his Call, heaſcribes it to the pleaſure and 
power of God, as much as he doth his natural birth, Gal. 1. 
15, The original of all which is he couched in that word, Ze 
1 a | chojen ) Veflel unto Me, Att. 9. 15: 

I might allo brinz-in the Stores of Sampſon, Fofiah, Fohn 
Baptiſt, and others to the ſame effeet but that time would 
fail. Now tlicſe inftances may . not be vaiucd as Hiſtorical 
Rc ations onlv ; {that would be too narrow a mcaning for 
tiem) but according to the Scripture-way of inferring, and 
Improving to Spiritual Uſes 3 and lo they will be a good 
Preparatory proof of the buiinels in hand ; For it there be 
an Election perſonal unto things of Iels-eminent Concern- 
mcnt;z and that ſo long, afore tome ot the perſons were mn 
being: If alſo, therc be an Ab{olutencſs in Gud's Decrees con- 
cerning theſes How much more in Mattcrs of Eternal weight ! 
And it the Lord did not look our of Timfelf for the moving 
Cntdcration on which he ſclected thoſe Perions to their 
everal honours, and atchicvements; ( and if He had, He 
Iould have found none) Much lels can Elcttion to Ererndl 
Salvation, and Union with Hiiaſelf, be founded in the Crea- 
turc: Doth God take-care for Oxen ? From the leis to the 
2ICatcr is a Scriptural way of arguing, and proves ſtrongly. 
1 come 


: as 


A Praffical Difcy.rſe 


T come now to a more dirett and poſitive proving the Pro- 
poiition, wherein my - Icope is not ſo much to prove, 
that there is an Eledtion;, as IFhat this Elettion is 3 viz. How 
It 18 Qualified and Circunitantiated: And this retpeas the 
Ovje#: of Election, with the Marzrer, Time, and Motives of 
it. And yet. as introductive to theſe, it may be cxpedient 
to touch on the Other ; And fo { for the clearer Ditcuſhon 
thercof ) I caſt the Propoſition into 11x Branches. 


I. That there is an EleGion of 51cn to SAY AH, 
WH. That this Elio 15 Abſolute. 
Il. That it 1s Terfonal. 
WW. That it is from Eteriity, 
V. That the Ele were choſen ia Chriſt. 
VI. That Eledion is founded upon Grace. 


Thele being made good by poittive Scriptire, or Argns 
ments taken thence z it will not much concern us what is 
alledged to the contrary: They are of the decp things of 
God, and ditcoverable only by SCrIPEUTE Iizht ; and there- 
fore in vain are Ley brought to any other ronch |t one ; tor 
who hath known the mind of the Lord, or canz but as hi m- 
{c1t hath bcen plcalzed to reveal it, 


I. Therc is an Election of Hen to Sulv ation. 


That 1s, there arc $9my, a certart Remnant, that ſhall b. 
ſavels and this by vertue of Eleitio7, 

This 15 CIEArty implicd in thoſe noted and LOmpe natous 
+ Pg Vejjz!s of 2 rcy, dfore tart ro Glory {c) 5-Þ be 

ion hark obtained (f): The Lord added 10 the Chu © ſuch 

5 Nay be {rved (8g). And as mary as were ordained ro E- 
rerial Life, belizved (bh). But more expreſly, in, Roi. 11. <, 
There is a Remvant according 1 1h2 Eledion of Grace ; 1 Thi. th 
5.9. God kath not appointed ” un'0 wrath ; but ro obtain 5; 
vation s Ard 2 Thref]. 2. 13. Col bath from oy * eplaming >, 
ou to Salvation, &c And riee are called The Electinr, or Part: 
of Elc& Onc&s ; 5. thoſe C'r:c umctſed, arc og a 1 tho Cireum cifr- 
p13 and the Ang<ts that Eng are «a; tir: outiſhcd from tho! 
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that fel, by the title%of Zle#. They are alſo ſaid to be c<0- 
ſen Veſſels, and Veſſels of Mercy; as thoſe that are left, Veſ- 
{cls of Wrath, and Sons of Pardition : The Scripture till ſers 
them forth by diſtinguiſhing Charatters, | 

T. As a Party ſeparate from the IWorld ; 1 (ſays Chriſt) have 
choſen you out of the World, (i): 1 pray nor for the World, but 
for them which thou haſt given me, (k) and They are not of the 
IVorld, even as I am not of the World (I) : Unto | ou ] it 4s gtven 
70 know the Myſtery of the Kingdom of God; but unto | them with» 
0.1t ] all thirgs are done in Parables, (m), Of Facob and Eſau, 
(Who were an evident Type of this Separation) it is ſaid to 
Rebekah, Two Nations are in the Womb, and two manner of Peg- 
ple (n): And of Facob's Poſterity, The People ſhall dwell alone, 
and ſhall nor be reckoned amorg the Nations (0) 3 And This Peo- 
ple (fays God) have 1 formed for my ſelf, (p). Theſe are the People 
of His Holineſs 3 The reſt are Adverſaries, (q); 

2. AS Men of another Xace or Kindred; and as ſpring- 
ins from another Root : We are of God, and the whole World Iy- 
eth in Wickedneſs, (r); (Or in that Wicked one, as their 
Poot and Head : ) He that ts of God, hearerth God's Word; Te 
therefore hear them not, becauſe ye are not of God (s). The one 
Pa ty are ſaid to be Children of Light; the Other, of the 
Night, (1): The One: of God; the Other of the WWarld (a): 
The One is from Above; the Other from Beneath, (x): God 
is the Father of the One ;5 The Devil, of the Other, (y). 

2. As Men ſubjett to another Head ; We are thine (fays the 
Church to God) Thou never betreft rule over them, (3) : All that 
the Father giveth me (faith Chriſt) ſhall come 10 me, (a): My 
Sheep hear my Voice ; 1 tnow them, and they follow me; And a 
Strarger they will not follow (b): And this becauſe, One 3s 
their Maſter, even Chri$l, (c) : Of others, He faith, that they 
will not come uno Him, (4). The one Party are followers of - 
the Lamb, the cthcr of the Prince of darkneſs, ſed Captive by 
lima at his will, : F 

4. As belonging to Anoth?r World: The good Seed are the 
Children of the Kirgdom(e), And they are diſtinguiſhed 


wh. 16 


(1) Joh. 15. 19. (k) Fob. 17. 9. (1) Jer. 17. 16. (m) Mark 
4; 11(n): Gel. 25. 23. (0) Num. 23. 9- (Þ) 1/4. 45. 210 
(q) ch. 63. 18,1 Pet. 2. 9.(IT) 1 Fob. 5. 19. (S) Fob. S. 47s 
(t)1 Theſs. 5. 5. (Uu) 1 Foh. 4. 4. 5: 6. (x) Joh. $. 23. *% 
(y) Fob, 8. 41, 42::44- (2) 1/a. 63 19. (a) Fob. 6. 437. 
(v) Foh, 1G. 3. (Cc) Manh.23» 8.(d) Joh.5. 49.(c) Manh. 13. 28. ; 


©. om the Children of this World, as a Batt; #ccounted worthy © 


x0 obtain the World to come (f) : And accordingly we find, That 
none are admitted into the New Feruſalem, but whoſe names 
were found wi itten in-theBook of Life, (g). And whoſe name 
foever was not written there, was caſt into the lake of fire (h). 
On the ſame account, Fudas 15 id to go to his own place (7s 
And the Ele#, into the Kingdom prepared for them (k): I ſhall 
bring but one only Argument for proof of this branchz (and 
it is of that weight, that there needs not another : ) wiz. 
That except the Lord had thus reſerved a Remnant, no 
fcſh had been ſaved; the whole World would have been as 
Sodom; Iſa. 1. 9. * 


II. Eleion is Abſolute. 


In this are two things of great import 3 Irrevocableneſs and 
Independency : The Decree 1s Irrevocable on God's part, and 
Independent as to' humane performances: The Lord will 
not go-back from His Purpoſe to ſave His People; Nor ſhall 
their own unworthineſs or averſeneſs make-vorid, or hinder 
His moſt Gracions intendment. And hence thoſe various 
expreſſions of the ſame thing (viz. Predeinate, 0rdain, Prepare, 
Appoint ) have nothing ſubjoyn'd that is like a conditional, 
There i5( indeed) a kind of Conditions (or rather Qualifica- 
tions) that muſt and always do precede the final compleat- 
ment of EleGtion, as Reperrance rowards God, and Faith t0- 
wards our Lord Feſus Chriſt; which therefore may be called 
Conditionals of Salvation , but not ſo to Eledion. 

Elefion is the great Fundamental Inſtitute of the Goſpel ; It 
is That which in human States 1s calld the Supream Law, 
which is both Jrreverſible in it ſelf, and requires that all - 
feriour adminiſtrations be accommoded thereto: So the Salva- 
tion of God's. Elett, bcing the higheſt Law of the Heazenly 
State and Kingdom; muſt on the ſame {an41 firmer ) 
ground, remain /nviolable, It 1S That for which all things 
elſe have their being 3 The Plot whereby God detigns to him «© 
ſelf the bighe& Glory, and for which he hath been at ſich Coft, 
that ſhould His defignment miicarry, the whole Creation 
could not *countervail the dammage. He could not there- 
fore (for God cannot deny Himlelt,) I ſay, He could not 


: (f) Luke 20, 39" (ZE) Kev 21. 27. (Hh) Rev, 20. 38% 
(L) ZfTs 1. 25. (k) Matth. 25. 35s 


of God's Souerogety, &c. g1 
ſv contrive the grandeſt Deſign of His Glory, as that it 
ſhould ever need to be Revoked or Altered; Nor could 
He leave it obnoxious to diſappointment; ( as it muft have 
been, if ventured on a created hottom : ) Yea, it behoved 
Him, as Supream Law-giver, (o to determine and ſubjugate 


- All, that the great En4 of all might remain infruſtrable. 


And thus any prudent Founder of a State would do, if the 
utmoſt of his ſkill and power would extend to it; But 
from their defcttivene(s in theſe, the beſt-toun4led States 
1pon Earth are ſubject to Mutation: Princes die, and- their 
Thoughts periſh; Their mind: alter and depart from their 
firſt intendments ; Succefſors drive a - contrary Intereſt ; un- 
wok'd for accidents entangle them 3 Forreign Enemies ens 
croach upon them, and obſtruct their workz Or the People's 
own folly :, ay be ſuch, as to marr and defeat the beſt laid 
deligns for their own good ; Humane attai.s are expoſed to 
a thouſand Incidents, which humane prudence can neither 
prevent nor provide againſt. But with God it 13 not ſog 
No event can be new to Him; He declares the End from the 
Begiimrg (1); His Judgment and Purpoſe cannot alter 5 Ze 
iS of one mind, and who can turn Him (m), He i5alſo Immortal, 
and rhe Thoughts of his Heart ſtand fait to all Genergiions, (n) 
No Creature can ſeclude it ſelf from His Government ; In 
His Hard is the Soul of every living thing, (0): Yea, the moſt 
caſual ( to us ) and oppoſir2 Emergencies, are by his Power and 
Viidom, reducible to his Pu: poſe 3 and cannot retift their 
being made ſubſervient to his Will. And this may be one 
Reaſon, why Elettion is ſo often ſaid to be from the begin- 
ng, and from the Foundation of the World; viz. to ſhew, That 
what-ever ſhould be in time, thould be ſubordinate to Eleti- 
&, which is all one as to make it Abſolute, And further, 
This Abſoluteneſs may be <evinced by ſuch Arguments as 
theſe, 

I. If Ele#:t0n were not Abſolute, it wonld be but after the 
Covenant of Works: Which being condintonal, how ſoon was 
it broken, even by One who had power to keep it ! And if 
Man in that honour did not abide in it z how ſhould he 
Now, when ſo ſtrong a Bias is grown upon his Heart, that 
he runs Counter ever fince (p)? If there had been a Law given 
that could bave given Life, Righteouſneſs ſhould have been by the 
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(1) Iſa. 46. 10. (m) Fob 23, 13, (n) Pſah 33- Its (0) Fob 
12, i, (p) Gen. 6. 54 p | 
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Law (q); Which ſhews, that the New Covenant does more 
for us than the 011; for it giveth Tife z and then it muſt give 
the performance of the Con! lition which that Life depends 1 up- 
on : It allo _ that the firſt Covenant did nor give Life 
and that it faiP4 becauſe it was Conditional » The Law ſhews 
our Duty, but gives not wherewith to perform it z The 
New (C ovenant does both, by writing the Law in the Heart. 
All nnder the Covenant of Works, are withour God, without 
Chriſt, and without Hope, (r); and this, becauſe Strangers to 
the Covenant of Grace, fu Grace of Eledi91, It therefore 
the Fleet ſhall be in a berter Condition than before z their 
Election muſt be Abfol ure: And that it might be /o, the New 
Covenant was made with Chriſt on their behalf ; anad 1s that 
Grace gtuen us In 1/im, before the If orld began ts), 

IL Eledion mutt b: Aoſolute ; - becauſe whatever can be 
ſuppoſed the Con d1i97 of it, 13 a part of the Thing it ſelf : 
Much like that Promiſe of God to Abraham, To thy Se2d nl! 
T gtve this Ia (tr). Tn which Promil-, the Lord under- 
takes as well to 2 ive Abraham a Seed to inherit that Land, as 
that Land to his Seed: And accordingly we find, that the 
next Hea of that ved, was born by vertue of the Pro- 
miſe (u) : 50, the whole courſe and Series of things condu- 
cing to the final accompliihment of Election, is included in 
it, and aſccrtain'd by it; and that with ſuch firmaeſs and 
ſecurity, as if the end it {elf had been attain'd, when the 
Decree was male z as ( namely) Redemption from Sin, E f- 
fectual Calling, and Perſcverance to Glory ( of which more 
fully under thoſe Heads: ) Which allo lecms to be the mean- 
ing uf the Apoftle where he makes Eternal Life it (elf, to bc 
the {ubſtanc- of the Promiſe (x). 

HI. It muſt be Ab/olur- , becauſe by ſuch an Elc Hion- on- 
ly, can Salvation, be //ur'd. This bottom Adam had not in 
his Primitive State 5 He was $ made upright, but I1s cor1177rg 
in that ſtate, depended upon his well u.ing of what he had, 
without any additionaÞhelp. In him may be ſeen the ut- 
2p that crearzd Grace, of it ſelf, can do, even in a ftate of 

Perfection 4 Unto which be: ng 1. fr, How ſoon did he dege- 
nerate, and come to Ruine! And all his Poftcrity would 
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(rt) Gen. 12.7. (Uu) Gal, 4. 23,28. (x) 1 Foby 2. 25, 


have 


have run the ſame -courſe, if placed in his ſtead; as we 
know they have done, ( One by One ) notwithſtanding all 
the helps which are given in common unto Men. And *tis 
no wonder, {ince Now they have fo ſtrong a Bent unto Evil, 
which Adam had not. And it there be any advantage caft-in, 
( which ſome do afhrm, and call it the New Covenant ) the 
more is our Dottrine confirm'd . For, the more helps they 
have, if yet they fall ſhort, ( as they doz ) the more evi- 
dent it is, "That nothing ſhort of /uch an Election will ſecure 
them. An Example of this we have in the Old World 
who, by all their Natural Ingeniofity, and long lives to im- 
prove it, together with .Yoah's tixicore years Preaching, and 
the Spirits ſtriving, were not led unto God ; but ftill grew 
from bad to worle, until al! the imaginations of their Hearts 
were o”ly evil, and that cormnally (y). And this was not 
the Caſe only of ſome; but of the whol? Race univerſallys 
AII Fleſh had corrupted his way (7): It is true, that Noah was 
found Righteous; and as true it iy, that Fle10n was it that 
made him ſo ; Noah found Grace in the Eyes of the Lord (a), 
in the ſame lenſe, that Paul obtained Mercy (b), Scil. By 
Mercies obtaining, or taking-hold of him, It may alſo be 
ſcen in the People of Jſrael; who, over and above their 
Common or Natural Grace, had many helps and additions 
that others had notz The Lord dealt not ſo nth any Nation, 
as with them (c). And yet, the Generaltty of them ſo bad, 
That they juſtified their Siſter Sodom (4), 

The firſt Covenant thus failing ; ſuch was the Grace of 
our Lord ( forcſccing it, ) as todetzrmine of a ſecond, or New 
Covenant z by which He would fix and ſecure a Remnant, 
and that 1nfaliibly : And hence it 15 termed, The Covenant of 
Grace, as not depending at all upon Works; and Thrs 18 
that Grace that Saves, and Keigns ro Eternal Life (e). And 
theſe are the ſure Mercies of Dauid, recorded in the 55th of 
Iſaiah : It is the Abſoluteneſs of it, that makes it a Better 
(Covenant. 

IV. There is the fame Reaſon for the Abſoluteneſs of 
Men's Ele&tion, as of Chriſt's, That Man, or Humane Body, 
which the ſecond Perſon was to Aſſume and Unite to Himsr 
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(y). Gen. 6. 5. (2) Gells 6..12-. (a) ver. 'S. {(b) 1 TJam,. 
Ll.16, (c) Pſalm 147, 19, 20 (d) Exek. 16. 5l. (Ee) Roms 
50) / 4 Ev, 2, 8 3 5s 
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ielf, was not Ordain'd to that Union, upon any Condition 
whatever; as (namely) If He ſhould fulfil all Righteouſneſs 

ftroy the Devil; diſffulve his works, and make atrone- 
ment for ſin; For theſe He could not have done without 
that Union : And thar His Ordination«thereto was Abſolute, 
appcars by Hub. 10. 5. A Body haſt Thou prepared Me, And 
Luk. 1. 25. That Holy Thirg which ſhall be born of thee, ſhall be 
called the Son of God : Matth- 1. 21, 4 ſhall ſave Hu People 
from their fins. Jn which places the Abſoluteneſs of the De- 
cree for thit Man's being United to the Son of God, is evi- 
dently {et-forth. And "That our Eleftion (as to this Cir- 
cumſtance of it,) holds proportion with that of Chriſt, ye 
will ſee more fully afterwards. Take only ( at preſent ) 
thoſe gracious words, which (doubtleſs) He uttered with 
great ſatisfaction to Himſelf, in the. 17th of John, Thou haſt 
loved them, as Tho baſt loved Mr, ver. 21. 

V. It was requi:ite that Election ſhoul4l be Abſolute, be- 
cauſe of the Abſoluteneſs of God's Decree touching the Death 
of His Son; unto which He was fore-ordained unrepeala- 
bly (f): And all that were ſaved before He ſuffered, were fa- 
ved on the Credit of that Decree, (g.) The Scripture alſo 
ſays plainly, 'That Ze was the Lamb ſlain f- om the Foundation of 
th- 110 14 (b), and that it was Tot pſſeble that Cup ſhould paſs 
from him, (7). And if it be a thing below the prudence 
of Mey, to lay down the Price without ſeciring the Pur- 
chaſe ; Thea ſurely, the Wildom of God coid not determine 
the Death of His Son, for Men's Salvation 3 and yet leave 
the Salvation of thoſe very Men at an uncertainty, which it 
muſe have bcen, 1! their Election were not Abſointe, 

Laſtly, It might alſo be argued from the Nature of Divine 
Promiſes; Which are Patte-1:s, or Declarative Copies of the 
Decree. Now, the Promiſes touching Spiritual Bleſſings, are 
Abſolute 3 "They are of tnat Word, which is fo- ever ſertled in 
Hexven (kt). Sce the Piomiles of ſending Chrift to be a Re- 
deemer, (i). The Holy Ghoſt toſanttifie and lead into all 


and ſhall not depart from Him (#). That if they tin, He 


9 


a4. -< DA RE ory R—— — — 


(f) I! Pet. I. ZI, 4 : } 
(m) Mazth. 2H, Jo þ os (i) P12: ] IS 
(m)-Fob,. 15.1 3+ : , 


| 
) 
4 
» 


TIWw we Lv 1W 86 


Cy. IE LE 5 IF Wo , WW. 6. 0 . WD 0 


\YY Roms Yy WW \iYy LP 1 


of God's Sovereignty, &c. MY ”— 1 


will Chaſtiſe them with the Rods of Men, but His Everlaſt- 
ing Kindneſs He m1! not take from them, (o). An4 that at 
laſt He will preſent them faultleſs before the Preſence of His Glo- 
ry. (þp). Theſe all, with others of like tenour, are delive- 
red in Poſitive and Abſolute Terms, without any ſhew of 
Reſervation, Proviſo, or Condition. And if theſe (which are 
Traiiſcripts of the Decree be Abſolute; it follows, That the 
Decree alſo is the ſame. And on this ground it is, the Apov- 
file ſtands when he challengeth all the Worid to nullifie 
God's Eleftion (q) which he could not have done, had 
20t Election been Sovereignly Abſolute, 


III. Ele&ion 1s Perſonal, And 
IV. It s from Eternity. 


(Theſe two I put together in proof, becaule they are fre- 
quently joyned in Scripture.) It was not the whole lump of 
Mankind that was the object of Election. Neither was 

tection (as ſome ſpeak) a Decree to Elect ſuch as ſhould hap- 
pen to be ths and fo qualified . But, certain determinate 
perſons were choſen by Name, or fingled-out from among 
the Reſt, and Ordained to Eternal life : Our Saviour ftiles 
them the Men that were given Him [ out ] of tht World, (r): 
And they were given Him by Name, as well as number ; 
and by thoſe Names he knows them, (s), It 1s not unworthy 
our deepeſt reſentment, . How the Lord takes notice of the 
Names of His People; as intending it (doubtleſs) a f1gnal to- 
ken of the ſpecial regard He hath to their Perſons, He. 
therefore tells Moſes, 1 know thee by thy Name (t), It isan ap- 


Propriating of them to Himſelf : //a. 43. 1. 1 kave called 


thee by thy Name, thou ars mine. Sometimes alſo when He calls 
to thoſe He eminently owns, He doubles their Name by re- 
petition ; Thus to His Friend Abraham, Gen. 22. 11, to Moſes 
his Servant, Exod. 3. 4. and others. But I find no inſtance 
of His ſo ſpeaking to other Men: And thele, I ſuppoſe, are 
recorded, as worthy of ſpecial remark; and that 'ris no light 
matter, (much leſs to be ſcoffed at, as it 15 by ſome frothy 
Spirits) That the Ele were choſen by Name; and that 
their Names are written in Heaven, And that it was tranſl+ 
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acted from Eternity, is evident from Fohn 17. 23, 24. Eph. 1. 4. 
Rev. 13. 5. and 17. $. and other Scriptures. | 

The Perſonality of Elettion, with its Eternity, may be 
evinced by ſuch Arguments as theſe. 

]. From the Example of Chriſt's EleGtion : It was not a 
Perſon VUrcertain, that was to be Lord and Chriſt ; but, the 
ſecon't Perſon in Humane Nature : And this Capacity he 
ſuſtain'd from Everlaſtirg (vu), Nor was it . Any Body which 
He might aſſume, but that very ſame Numerical Body, that 
was prepared for Him (x). And this very Perſon He loved be- 
fore the Foundation of the World (y). It is worthy Obſerva- 
tion, how parricular the Decree was, even in things Circum- 
fa-1i4l to our Lord Chriſt; As that He ſhould come of Abra- 
Fim's Stocks of Fudah's Yribez of David's Lineage; Be 
conceived in a Virgin; Born at Bethlem ; and this, when 
t2e Scepter was departing, from Fudak ; That He ſhould be 
Butfeted ; Scourged ; Spit-upon 3 Hanged on a Tree ; His 
Hands and His Feet pierced ; That Gall and Vinegar ſhould 
be given Him to drink; That a Bone of Him ſhould not 
be broken ; ( even whiles on both ſides of Him others were ; ) 
That His Gai ments ſhuuld be parted, an41 Lots caſt on His 
Veſture; As alſo, That He ſhould rife again the third day, 
&e, And that theſe were all Decreed, appears by the Pro- 
phecies of thom 5 which are the Decree exemplified, or drawn 
out of the Regiſter. As touching His Reſurrection, it is ſaid 
exprefly in Pſalm 2. 7, 1 mill declare the Decree : And the 
ſame 15as tine of all the Reft, AnA4if the EleQion of the 
Head was Perſonal, and from Eternity; why not theirs that 
ſhould make up His Boulv, fince They did as really exift Ther, 
as the /umane Nature of Chriſt did ? Befides, it was very 

grecable, That He and They ſhould both be appointed 10- 
gether 5 For, He ceuld not be an 4zead, but with reſpett to 
4 Boiſy 5 And that they were exprelly determin*d of, appears 
by P[ain 139. 15. In thy Book were all my Members wrinen, 
When as yet there was none of them, Tf you lay, that was meant 
of Dad's Members; I anſwer, That if Ged thought the 
Mcmd:rs of an Furiktly Body worthy His Regiſtring 3 He 
could not be l<[s pa:ticular ani exat, about the Myftical Bo- 
dy of Hiz Son ; Peiides, David was His Type. 
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Chrift alſo was Ordain*d to be a Saviour, and that by His 
Death ; and both from the Foundation of the IVorld (4). It was 
therefore expedient, They allo ro be determined, how ma- 
ny, and who in particular ſhould have Salvation by Him: He 
was not to die for Himſelf : But for thoſe whole ſecurity He 
undertook. Now, it is not a thing propcr, to ſpeak of Se- 
-urity, Or Bail, but with reſpect to a Debror or Cffender , and 
that Debtor or Offender muft be know? too, and Named; or 
cle, the entring of the Bail is an inſignificant Att; eſpecially, 
where the Surety hath no debt or dctault of his own to be 
charged with. Our Lord and Saviour did not make His 
Soul an Offering for ſome bodies Sins, but uncertain whoſe : 
Aaron knew whoſe Treſpafſes he ofter*d for; their Names 
were graven on his Breaſi-plate : Not their Nanonal Name, 
or Qualification, (v7. 1ſraelire, or Belizver) but their Perſonal 
Nan es, Reuber, Simeor,, Levi, —-- So had our Great High 
Prieft, or He could not have made Attonement for us; And 
that place ( Rev. 13. 8.) points at the ſame time for both 
Thoſe Words [ From the toundation of the World ] do refer as 
well to the writing of their Names in the Book of Life, as to 
the Lamb's being lain, as is evident from the 8th verſe of the 
17th Chap. where deciphering thoſe who ſhall wonder after 
the Beaſt, he ſays, they are ſuch whoſe Names were [_ nor 
written in the Book of Life | from the oundation of the World 
25 were theirs who followed the Lamb, and whom God had 
from the beginning choſen to Salvation (6). 

IT. The Deſign of God in the Death of Chrift, could not 
otherwiſe be ſecur*d. Had the deiign been, to Purchaſe Sal- 
vation for Believers, without aſcertaining the Perſons that 
ſhould believe; it had been uncertain, whether any ſhould 
he ſaved, becauſe uncertain whether | ary would believe, Tf 
Certain that fume would believe; this Certainty muſt be De- 
creed 5 For Nething, future could be certain otherwite. And 
if it was Decrced, that Some ſhould believe ;z the Individuals 
of that Sore muſt be Dccrecd alſo : For; Faith is the Gift of 
God; and conld not be torcl{een in any, but whom He had 
Dectced to give it unto. Which laid together, are a good 
demonſtration, that thoſe C hrift ſhould die for, were as well 
Pre-ordained, as that Ie thould die for them; and that dee 
finitely, and by Name, | | 
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58 4A Pratical Diſcourſe 
a Kirgdom jrom the Foundation of the World, and Manſions or 
Places in it. To prepare the way of this Argument 3 Coni1- 
ſider the PuyFaality of God's diſpoſerients in things of a Low- 
er Concern : He id not Create the Earth in vain (7. e. to 
fand empty and void, as at its firſt Formation ) Nor the ſe- 
veral quarters thereof to be Inhabited indefinitely, by ſome 
Nation or Other, who ſhould happen to get poſſeſhon of 
them : But, Ze divided to the Nations their Inheritance, and 
the bounds of their [abitation (c): Mount Seir was given to 
Efau, and Avr to the Children of Lot (4): Each Nation had 
its limits ſtaked-out, and this from the days of old, And it 
we may diſfingniſh of Acts in God, and of Time in Eternity 
HiPPurpoſe to form and bring-forth thoſe Nations, muſt needs 
be as early, as to Create and furniſh thoſe parts of the 
World which- they ſhovid Inhabit. - Now, Earthly Settle- 
ments being of trivial Moment to the Heavevly Manſions; 
it ſeems a good Conſequent, That if yet particular Nations 
were fore-appointed for particular Provinces on Earth 
much more ſhould particular Perſons be detign'd for thoſe 
particular Manlions in Heaven: And, if either were ap- 
pointed firſt; it muft be the Perſons; For, the Sabbath was 
made for Man, and not Man for the Sabbath: Heaven was made 
at the heginning of the World but Ele&ion was afore. 

The Domeftiques of God's Houſe, or Place of Glory, are 
a ſacred State or Order of Xirgs and Prieſts; and each In- 
dividual Perſon hath his Place or Apartment ſet-out for 
him. Thole Glorious Palaces were not. preparcd for Belie- 
vers indefinitely ; but tor certain Dererminare Perſons parncu- 
larly : The Twelve Apoſtics ſhall have their Twelve Thrones, 
and each One his Own. This 13 evident by our Saviour's 
Anſwer to the Muther of Zebedze's Children 7o fit on my 
right band, and on my leſt, is vot Mine to give ;, but it ſhall be 
gruen 10 them for | mom } it is prepared of my Father (e): If 
for Believers ind. firirely, why not for theſe two Brethren, 
eſpecially fince tliey firſt made requeſt for them ? The 
Truth i-, thoſe Places were riot zow to be diſpoſed of z it 
was dctermin'd m/s ſhovji have them, long before z even 
from the Toundation of the 5,011d, f), The ſcope of this An- 
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_ wer was not to ſhew, that the Places requeſted-for, were pre- 

"g par'd for Believers indefinitely ; (for theſe were Believers 

OL who made requeſt for them ) but that they were appoin- 

wo ted for certain particular. Perſons, and they muft have them. 

wo Much might be added, in confirmation hereof : But, by 

to theſe (I hope) it is clear, that Eleon is Perſonal and 

(C- from Eternity. 

ne | 
- V. Eledion 1s in Chriſt: Or, The Ele& were | 

NA | 4 La iN ' | 
=. Choſen in Chriſt. | 

ad It was requiſite, the New Covenant ſhould have an Head | 
I and Mediator, as well as the Old; That Righteouſneſs and | 


Y 3 Life might flow from Him into all the Elect Seed, asfun [ 


as and Death had done from Adam : In which reſpe&t, Chrift 

he and He are ſet forth as Parallels, in Romans 2. from ver. 12. 

le- to 21. The: benefits which the Ele were Choſen unto, 

Þ3 they are made partakers of by their Union with Chriſt 5 He 

05 is the Root in whom the Fulneſs dweis: Not only the Foun- 

15 dation on which the Church is built 3 but the Rock which af- | 

fe fords all the Spiritual Materials of the Heavenly Temple | 

p* even the Cement that holds one part to another, and the | 

wa whole to himſelf; and this, by vertue of the Decree ; For, | 

de we are to contiider, that there is a Decretive Union before | 
the Atualz and the One influenceth the Other into Being 

hy and that as really, as the determined Death of Chrift did | 

_ the Salvation of Thoſe who died before Him. Though 

or Chriſt he not the Cauſe of Elettionz yet He is the Grand | 

Cf Means, by whom we obtain the Bleſſedneſs we were Choſen 

_ unto; By Him it is, that We have Acceſs into thas Grace 

-5g wherein we ſtand, Rom. 5. 2 And we ſhall find, that the 

['S Epiſtles generally, when they ſpeak of the Great things re- 

ny lating to falvation; do till bring in Chriſt as the Perſon 

be principally concern'd about it. Salvation (indeed) is a Gift, 

If It is perfectly free z yet notto be had, but in Chriſt : Ir comes 

I, pon us through 11s Kighreouſneſs : As by One's diſobedience many 

he were made finner's 3 ſo by the righteouſneſs of One (Ly means of 

If their Oneneſs with Him) ſhall many be made Righteos, Rom, 

wa 5. 18, 19. Mankind (by their Apoſtacy in Adam) had de- 


ſtroxed in themſelves the whole of that Principle, which 
ws yvould have led them to God, as their Life and Bleſſedneſs : 
and had (witha]) contracted ſuch an Enmity againſt Him, 
and Ppugnancy to all Overtures for Returning to _ F 
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{Ana this Gulph wasfo fixed) as would for ever have kept 
God and us aſunder, had not that blefſed Projett of Chooſrrp 
in Chriſt becn ſet on foot to diffolve it. It could not be 
done by any Created Power z nor could Creatures fo much 
as propound a way for it: An it they could, who durft 
fo harden himſelf, as to mention the Thing, which only 
could do it! But, the Great God bleſſed for ever, He finds 
out a way for it: Andthe ſame Love that Ordain'd to 
Eternal Life, would alſo put it in juch a way. as ſhould ſurely 
take effett. And to this ent, (7+ that thoſe Ordain'd to 
Salyation, might b: both Righttfully emuruled thereto, and 
ſucceſsfully brought into it ) they were put into Chriſt by Ele- 
ftion : He was the Chief and Emiment Eleet One ; the Firſt-born 
and Prince of the Family ; and all the Elett be des were gi- 
vA to him, as younger Brethren, to be maintain upon 
his Inheritance. It 1s plain to lym that reads, that the whole 
of Salvarion was laid upon Chriſt; That he bears-up the 
Pillars of it; and that. all Shoulders elſe had been too 
weak: He is both the Means and Center, by whom, and in 
whom, Gol, will have all things gathered-together in one: 
He was made Gol wrth 44, that we might be made One in 
God ; as appzars by the ſcope of His Prayer in the 17th of 
John, In Him the Father 18 well-pleated 3 and out of Him 
there 15 nothing pleaſing to Gol, or Eternally good tor Men: 
We are therefore ſaid to be Choſen in Him (g\: to be Called 
in Him, (h); to be Created in Him, (z); to be Preſerved in 
Him, (k}; and in Him to he bleſſed with all ſpiritual Blej- 
ſings, (1). Bleſſings in themſelves would not be ſo to us, 
if not in Chriſt; And being in Him, all things are turned 
into bleſſings to us: Fur, now nuthing can come at #5, but 
as coming through //im; and what-cver fo comes, is 117:u- 
red by {7y Diviiie Excellence, and made Propittious to us; And 
hereby it is, that the Thing we were choſen unto, 18 effedtualiy 
and unfailibly provided for. There be divers guod Reaſuns 
and Ends for God's Choting the Elect in Chrift : As 

]. That by bringing in Man's Reftauration this way, He 
might (as it were) batle His Great Adverſary, and our-thoot 
him in his own Bow :. And it well became the Wiſdom and 
Grace of Giud, Thus to C5. The Devil thought, by poyſo- 
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oofirg ring the. Root, to Vitiate and Ruine the whole Srock an 
* be Progery, and he faild not of his deſign. The Lord would 
much therefore Retrieve that Ruine, by putting His Elect into an 
Jorfi Head wuncapable of Degeneracy ; And not only Recover them, 
only but bring them into a Berter Eſtate than that they had loſt 3 
fads He would ſet-up a Ma# that fhould be too hard for the De- 
a <i1; and be able, both to deſtroy Zim, and diffolve his 
urely Iorksz, And He hath accordingly done it. In which Me- 
*1 to tho: of Man's Recovery, 1s a great Anſwerableneſs to the 
2nd Method of his Ruine : And it is a thing the Lord would 
Ele. tive us to mind, as appears by the Parallel before-mentic- 
borr ned, Rom. 2, 12. m_ A x 
> gi- 11. That by ſhewing us His Righteouſneſs in the way and 
pon || anner of our Recovery z we might the more readily { D= 
6 RY {cribe to His Righteouſneſs in the imputation of AdM's 
"tlie [:n; For, without the fight and knowledge of rhe One, we 
eG cannot with any heartinecls ſubmit tO the Other. Hence. {ume 
= © (12 their too-bold Arguings againſt Election) have alledg- 
es ed, That what Adam did, was withour thctr Conſent : But 
AEM will they abide by this allegation ? In the matter of Achan, 
To, each ſirgle Perſon ftoud in the place of the whole Naron, and 
Bon ſv on the Treſpaſs of Ore, Wrath came upon Al: Yet had 
os wt that conficlent People the hardinels to plead, that 
ld Achan's A& concern'd not them; they did not conſent to 
Eta it, But, let them take hee, Icſt whiles they rus Excule 
eſe themſelves from 44am's tin ; they do not, by Parity of Rea- 
- ſun, ſeclude themſelves from the Righteoulneſs of Chriſt; 
by fince the letting-up of the Second Aa, was as much with- 
ae out their conſent, as the F1/l, RS, | 
6 [1], If the Eleet had riot | been in Chriſt, the Satisfaction 
4 He undertook for Sinners, could not have availd them. AS 
ty #i4am's 11m could not have been ours, if nor in him So neither 
_ te Righteoulnes of Chritt, it not in Him. Divine Juſtice 
cond not have punifh'd Him for us, nor ablolved us through 
"K Him 5 we could not have been Jaſtined and Reconciled by 
os: the Blood of His Crol>z ha4 not He ſulfained our Perſons 
| an ſtood in our ſteal: Another's Act cannut be Maae, 
- cither in p:ofit or lots, if there be not a legal Oneneſs be: 
| LWCen US. 
— 1”, If not in Chriſt, we could not have been Santtifed : 


The Lump was fanctified in the firit frui:s; and fo is the 
Church in Chrift, (m), The miid-91ive, Nature,-could not 
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be ſuppreft and changed but by grafting into the True (n), 
A Man cannot be Naturally born, but from Adam as his Na- 
tural Head ; and as impoſſible it is to be born-again, without 
alike Relative Union to Chrift as our Spiritual Head : There's 
no being a New Creature, but by being in Chriſt ; They that 
are jyyned unto the Lord (and they only) are one Spirit with 
Him, (0). The Branch muft be in the Vine, before its 
Sap can be derived into it; He that ſanttifieth, and they 
that-are ſanftified, muſt be One; there muſt be a Contag, 
(a Touching of Him) before this Vertue can come from 
him : For, the Promiſes being all made to Chriſt, (p) can- 
not deſcend tv us, but as being in Him 3 'tis That makes us 
Heirs of Promiſe: The #oly Ghoſt, in whom all Promiſes are 
virtually contain'd, # ſhed upon us through Feſus Chriſt, (q). 

V. Laſtly, By this Chuſing in Chriſt, Salvation it ſelf is 
invincibly fecurd; and could not otherwiſe, The Firſt 
Adam had but a conditional life; it depealed on his own 
perſonal Obedience, and therefore ſubject to loſing: And - 
had he kept it, he could have derived to us but the fame 
that himſelf hadz which ftill muſt have been a mutable 
Statez For, this Adam, whiles a Publick Perſon, and as 
ſuch, could not be ſaid to be in Chrift: if he had, he ſhould 
not have fell: But, the Second Adam hath Life in Himſelf (r), 
and that abſolutely; He is the Prince of Life (s), and im- 
Plantation into Him, inſpires His Branches with his Own 
Life: And the I aw of that Spirit of Life in Him, makes-free 
from the Law of Sin and Dzath, (t). He that thus hath the 
Son, bath Tife, (u) and ſhall have it more abundantly, (x). Be- 
cauſe he lives, they ſhall live alſo, (3). It's 4 Bottom that can- 
not miſcarry As they are ſanttified in Chriſt Jeſus; fo in Him 
they are preſerved (x), To this end, 7t pleaſed the Father, that 
in Him ſhould all Fulneſs dwell (a'; and to put thole He 
would fave, into Him as their Heart; that being inceffantly 
influenced from an Immortal Rouot, they might effettually 
be kept from withering and falling off z and grow-up to 
that State and Glory they were detigned-for by Election : 
This is the Grand Record.and ground of our latety, That God 
hath given w vs Eternal Life and this Life, w in Hu Son, (0) 
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(n) Rem. 11-16. 17. (0) 1 Cor. 6. 17. 2 CO/. 5e I7e 
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Having gone theſe ſteps towards the Compaſs and Ex« 
tent of EleGion ; it concerns us to know, where this broad 
River hath its Head 3 What Rock it 1s, that this Tmmenſe 
Fabrick is built upon : Leſt we give the Honour of it to ano- 
ther 3 or indanger our ſelves by ſettling on a wrong Foun- 
dation: To ſhew which is the Scope of the laſt particular 
under this General Head : viz. 


VI. That Elefion 1s fornded upon Grace : Or, 
The good Dleaſur: of God's Will, is the only 
Criginal Cauſe and Moirye of El:Cion. 


Eledion 18 a promotion that cometh neither from the 
Eaſt, nor from the Weſt, or South ; but from God, who 
as He puts down one, and lets up anuther ; lo, jome He chu- 
{eth, and others He paſſes by, as ſeemeth Him gocd 3 and none 
can fay to Him, What doeft Thon: Or, Why haft thou 
nade me thus 2? For, £#lettor, as it always ſuppoleth a great- 
er number out of which the choice 15 made; {0, an arblt- 
trary Power in Him that chuſcth, to. chute whum He will, 
without giving account to any, tur what He doth. But 
the Ground or Motive cf Divine Election, is very different 
from the manner of Men: For, they commonly pitch-up- 
on things, for ſome Natural Apmeſs of them for their Work 5 
They wiil not take a knotty, crois graind, or Wind-ſhaken 
piece of Timber, to make a Pillar of State: But, the Lord 
pitches upon ſuch ( and ſuch to chuſe, ) the poor, baſe, weak, 
fooliſh things of thg World 3 the worſt of Men, and Chief of 
Sinners : "he inWnces of Paul, Manaſſj-h, Mary Magdalen, 
and others, make it evident: And of theſe, He is plcaſed to 
make lively Images of His Son, and Pillars for the Houſe 
of God ; ( Colums of State indeed ! ) whercon to write Hts 
own Name; to manifeſt thereby his Sovereignty, Holt- 
nels, Wiſdom, Power, Righteouſneſs, and Free Grace to 
Eternity, 

The Lord's Way and Mcthod in bringing His Sons to Glo- 
ry, is the beſt Demonttration uf the. Kight Order of Cau- 
ies: For, though there be a Concurrence of many things, as 
Cauſes and Efftetts, one of another ; yet it- obſcrv'd in their 
Order, they will ſtill lead us up to the Good Pleaſure of God. 
as Firſt and Supream;, and perfeitly Independent. And this IL 


term the only origiral Cauſc of Election, to ſhut out all "u—_ 
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and worthineſs of Men, from being any way Cauſal, Influen- 
tial, or Motive thereto z an fo from ſharing in the Glory 
of Go4's Grace, which He is very jealous of, an4 will not 
impart to any, The New Teftament-current runs evident- 
ly this way z making the whole of Salvation, both Means and 
End, to depend expretfly on the Divine Will, Ir 1s your Fa- 
thers [| good pleaſure ] 10 give youthe Kingdom (c), Thou haſt hi 
theſe things from the Wiſe, and revealed them 10 Babes; For | ſo it 
ſeemed good in thy ſight] (4): A Renmant according w the Ele- 
ion of | Grace] (e): Pred:ſtinate to the Adoption of Children, 
according to the | goo pl-afure of His Will] (f ). Redemption 
alſo, and forgiveneſs of Sins, according 10 the Riches of [| His 
Grace] (p), ( the ſame Grace that Elected; ) The makirg known 
the Myſtery of his Will; this alſo 1s accordi'g to that | His pool 
pleaſure] which h2 hal purpoſed in Himſelf (þ). Yea, all the 
Operations of Go.l, whether for us, upon us, or by us, they 
All have their Riſe from the ſame Spring, and are carried 
by the ſame Rule; Ze worketh all things ajter the Counſel of 
[ His Own Il] i); And for the Old Teſtament, you have 
it ſufficiently exemplified there, in the Inftazces before gi- 
ven; and eſpecially touching the ground of God's Love to 
the People of //7acl 3 ( who, in that reſp=t, were the Arch- 
type of the Spiritual Eledion ) viz. That 7Zis own good plea- 
ſure was the only Cauſe of His chuting them above other Na- 
tions; Ze loved them, becauſe Tie loved them (k). And, which 
13 yet more, the Eleftion of Chrift Himſelf was of Grace 
It pleaſed the Father, that in Him ( the Man Jcſus ) ſhould all 
Fulneſs dwell, Col. 1. 19. 

And good Reatons there are, why El:@-: ſhould be foun- 
ded upon Grace; and why it could not, with reſpect either 
to God's Glory, or the Elett's Security, be founded other- 
wilc. And the 

I. Is trom the Sovereignty of God 3 whoie Will bing the 
Supream Law, admits not a Co-ordinacy 5 much-lcts will it 
ſtand with Sovercign Power to be &K-g:lared by the will of 
another; That woulda be 'a_ Comraittion to Sovercignty ; 
For, that which Regulatcs, mult be jip-r7vur to that which is 
Regulated by ir. Sovercign Princes ( to ſhew their Preroga - 
tive ) whim their Acts of Grace to be of their own meer oi- 
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013 And their Grants are reputed the more Authentique, 
being ſo expreſt, The like we find in Scripture frequen- 
ly aſcribed to God ; That He will have Mercy on whom He will 
have Mercy (1). That He worketh all thirgs (not by Motives 


from without, but) afrer the Counſel of 11s own Will (m) 3 


T hat 7r is not of Men's Willirg or Ruvmivp ; but of God who 
Jheweth Mercy, (n), And indeed, His own meer motion was 
both a Nobler and Firmer contiideration, than any deſeic on 
the Creatures part, When the World had been drown'd 
for their obqduiate Impenitency; the Few that ren.ain'dy 
were as bad as before; and thote that ſhould come-afrer, 
the Lord forcſaw would be the ſame. One would think, 
now, the Natural Reſult of this Experiment thould be, 7 wil 
aterly cut 1þ-m off, and be troubled with them no more *. But, the 
Lord's thoughts arc not 0:7 thoughts ; He argues and con- 


| Cludes in ariother Moc ; 1 will not again any more Cuaſe the 


Ground for Mars fake. And He is pleaſed to give the fame 
Kealon here, why We wil! not; as before, why he mould; as 
iS ſeen, by comparing Gen. 6. <$, and 7. with Chap. 8. 21, 
>ce allo the Inſtance of God's dealing with Ephraim 3 He was 
Woh with Him; and ſwore Him; and Ephraim fo far from. 
Releniing, that He wei on fromardly; (1. e. ftubbornly, as 
rcſolved in his Coutle) hid me (ſays the Lord) and was 
wrath (0): The, one would think, if Fp{raim had in him but a 
ſpark of Ingenuity or Love to himſelf, ſhould have moved 
him to alter tis courſe : - But, what cares Ephraim) He {till 
kept the ſame way; and it was the way of hx heart; not an 
inconſiderate Pet,ogſudden Temptation; bur Vatural,and fixed: All 
which the Lord Fes and cun'iders, and having laid all toge- 
ther,Relvlves to bea! him,and Refiore Conforts r9 kim (p).On the 
O:her hand ; Thoſe good Souls who feared the L ord, and 2beyed 
th voice of bis ſervant ; They yet walked in dark»ofs, and bad no 
light, (q). Ye may be ſure, They would zladly have un* 
derſtood their Condition (namely, that they were /juch 4s 
fared the Lord; ) Their 1/71 could not be wanting to a 
Thing fo greatly importing thcir Comfort 3; nor they Were 
not /dle in ſeeking tor itz TIney walted, though in the 
Dark, but could nut walk thernſelves our of it; They are 
{till a> they were, they had no light. By theſe different ex» 
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 amples, it is evident, that the Sovereign, :/ God frill keeps the 
Throne, and His Diſpenſcments of Mercy, whether in Purpoſe 
or in Att, are not governed by the Wills of Men 5 They are 
things too low to be Counſellers to God. And if it be thus in 
things of a lower Concernment, much more in that great bu + 
ſineſs of Eternal Elettion ; which is the ſublimeſt A of Sove- 
reign Power : For, Non-EleGtion is not a puniſhment, but the 
with-holding of a ftree-Favour, which God as Sovereizn Lord 
may juſtly deny to one finner, whiles He gives it to another. 
And yet, this hinders not, but that every Man, at laft, ſhall 
' be judged according to his Works. 

IT. El:tion muft be founded only upon Grace, hecauſe 
Grace and Works are incon!iiſtent in the Caule of Salvation. 
The Scripture 15 very cautelous of admitting any thing as a 
concomitant with Grace in this matter ; yea altl:ough it be a 
thing that doth alway accompany Grace, and Thizt without 
which a Man cannot be ſaved. The Apoſtle puts them 
in Oppoſition, and is very intent on the Argument, as a 
thing of great Moment in Romans 11- Where, firſt he 
ſhewes, That amidft that General Defc&tion of the Jewiſh 
Nation, there ftill was a Remnant whom Gol had reſerv'd ; 
Theſe he terms, The Foreknown, ver. 2. and in the 7. ver, he 
calls them plainly, The EleFiov, And then, leſt any ſhould 
aſcribe it to a falſe Cauſe, (as in that Parallel Caſe he re- 
ſembles it to,) viz. That they hal mor bowed the Knee to Baal ; 
but ſtuck to the trne Religion when others fell oft; he tells 
- us, No; their Election was founded upon Grace: And as 
for IZorks, they had no place in the Cauſality of it. By 
Grace, he means the free Favour of God, wp is not moved 
by any thing without Himſelf z But what He does, He does 
freely, without reſpett to Mens deſert: Nay, their Und-ſerr 
rather is an expedient Coalideration in this Act of Grace. 
By Works, T underftand all that Selt-Reightcoutne(s, Good- 
ncl3, Conformity to the Law, or what ever elſe is perto”- 
mable by Men. Theſe (viz Grace and Works) he proves 
as inconſiſtent, as Contrart-- can bez, and that the lead Mrx- 
ture woull vary the rid ; Tt but a fc:uple of Works be taken- 
in, Grac? # 79 more Graces For, to him that worketh, 1s the 
Rewa-d 101 reckoned of Grace, but of Delt Rom. 4. 4- Grace 
and Faith, are well agree. ; Theſe both have the fume ſcope 
and end: But Grace and #Forks have always Claſhd ; The 
ſertirg-up of the One, is the depoſivg of the Other; Either 
the Ark mult out, or Dagon down; one Icmple _— 
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of God's Soverergnty, « &Cc. 67. 
hold them both. To the ſame effe@ is the drift of that 
diſcourſe in Gal. 5. It appears from As 15. 1 that ſome 
there were who taught a Neceſſity of Circumcition $ as 
without which they couid not be faved: Seemingly willing 


they were to admit of Chriſt, ſo they might joyn Circums 
cifion with Him, and keeping the Law of Moſes: But, this 


* dangerous daubing with things unmixable, our Holy Apoſtle 


could not brook ; both as refletting, on the honour of his Ma» 
ſter, and undermining their oz/y Foundation 3 and therefore, 
to keep them from, or bring them off that perilous Quick- * 
Sand, he tells them expretly, Theſe two cannot ſtand together 
in that matter : For, it they be circumciſed, they are Debtors 
to the whole 1 aw, and Ch-iſt js become of itone effet to them z bes 
cauſe they are fallen 10m Grace, It 18, as if he had ſaid, if you 
take-in any part (tho never ſo little) of Legal Obſervances, as 
neceſſary to your being, juſtified, ye forfeit the whole benefit of 
Goſpel-Grace-. The Grace ot Chriſt is ſufficient for you, He 
is a Saviour complcat in Himfelt 3 aud if you look (tho but as. 
{quint) at any thi:g elſe, it is a renouncing of Him 5 He will 
be a Saviour altogether, or not at all: And thercfore he rells 
them again, and that with a kind of veliemency, That #f they 
be circumciſed, Ch iſt ſhall profit them nothing, Gal. .2. 


And as a Man may not put-in his Claim for Juſtification 
on accompt of his Works, ſo neither of his Faith, as if that 
were Materially or Meritoriouſiy Cauſal of Juſtification : For, 
Faith it {clf, a3 it 1s the Believer's Act, comes under the 
Notion of a Wor. Let us theretore conſider, what part it 
iS that Faith holds in this Matter; left whiles we caſt-out 
Works, as not ſtanding with Grace 3 we make a Work of 
Faith, Tt is Faith's Othce to make the Soul live wholly on 
the Power and Grace of Another, which tis to renounce 
Self-ability, as much as Secit-deſert: To apprehend that 
Rightcoulneſs by which Grace Juſtihesz not only to be jus 
ſtified thereby upon our Þelieving ; but tv work in us, even 
that Faith by which we apprehend it (s). He that will be 
ſaved, muſt come, not only as an ungodly perſon, but as a 
Man without ſtrength (t); And as ſuch (in himflf ) he 
muſt come to he juſtified frecly. by the Grace of God (u), 
For in Him (only) can he have {trength to heliere, even as 
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Righteouſmeſs upon his believing, (x): He muſt reckon Him- 
ſelf an ungodly Man, to the very inſtant of his Juſtification, 
The juſt (indeed) ſhall live by Faith 3 but it 1s not his own 
Faith, or at of believing, that he lives by, though not with- 
Out it, which alſo ſcems to be the Apoſtles meaning, where 
he ſays, The life that 1 now live, I live by the Faith of the 
Som of G14: And 1 live, yer not I, but Chriſt liveth in Me ( y): - 
Where note, That,. as. Faith is the Lite of a believer, ſo 
Chriſt is the life of his Faith 3 and he lives on Chriſt, by 
vertue of Chrilt's living in him. | 

Notwi:hſtanding all which, it is evidently true, and muft 
conſtantly be athrm'd, that Grace and Works will ſtill be to- 
gether in the way of Salvation (the one doth not extin- 
Zh or exclude the other ) only not as Collrgues or Foynt- 
Cauſers thercot ; but rather as a 10 kman and his Tools which 
hiraſclf firſt makes, and then works with them; By Grace 
ve are ſaved through Taims and that nor of your ſeluzs, it ws the 
Gift of Cod, (3). Even this bclieving or ating Faculty is a 
Creature of Grace's railing up; and therefore, in the Throne 
"tis mect that Grace ſhould be aboveit. Works (therefore ) 
how goud ſoever, are not the Cauſe of Salvation; and if ſo, 
then not the Caule of Fletion; for Thx (indecd) is the 
Cauſ: of them v0tþ; And Works, if right and truly good, 
will always be realy to own their Original, and to keep in 
their own place; Where alſo they will be moſt confidera- 
ble, and do the beft ſervice. | 

11. That Elcition has no other foundation, but the good 
Plealure of God's Will, is further argued wom Men's 17:ca- 
pacity to aftord any ground or Motive to God, tor ſuch a 
Gift. Adam ſtood not fo long as to beget a Son in his firſt 
Image: It is ſeen by his Firft-born Cain, what all his Natnral 
Seed would Naturally be. And though ſome do preſume 
to magnige Man, ani to ſpcak of him at anuther rate; yer 
evident it is by Scrpture-Jight, and experience of thul: Re- 
newed, that Man ful» 1s poor, blind, naked, and at enmity 
with all that 1: truly go: d ; ani that he 1s never more G«i- 
ſtant from Go ani bis own happineſs, than whiles in high 
thoughts of himilit, glo:y ing in his own Underſtanding, 
Strength, Worthincls, Freedom of Will, Improvement or 
(Common Grace, and ihc like; For, thele make him proud 
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and preſumptnous, and to have ſlight thoughts of that fpe- 
cial and peculiar Grace by which he muſt (if ever) be renew- 
ed and ſaved. But the Lord Himſelf (who beft knows him) 
reports the matter quite otherwiſez (and we know that 
His Witneſs is true) viz. That all rhe imagination of their hear 
are only evil cominually (a): That their inward parts us very 
wickedneſs (b): That every man 3s bruitiſh in bis knowledge Al- 
ropether bruitiſh and fooliſh ; yea, even their Paſtors (c), (that 
is, the very beſt and moſt intelligent amongft them :) That 
their hearts are full of madneſs (4) Wiſe 10 do evil, but ro 
do good have no underſtanding, &c. (ec). And it was not thus 
only with the Genzle Nations, who were left to walk in their 
own way 3 buteven with the Fews, who had all the means 
of becoming better that conld be deviſed (f ), excepting 
that of ſpecial Elefting Grace, which took-in but a Rem- 
nant); They were called Jews, Reſted in the Law, made their 
boaſt of Gad. Knew Hy Will, Approved the things that were ex- 
cellent ; Were confident that they were a Guide of the Blind, and 
a light to them that were in darkneſs, Inſtruftors of the Fooliſh, 
Teachers of Babes (g). And yet all this while, and in the 
midft of ali. theſe High Attainments, did not teach them» 
{elves : and where they are ranked together, he proves them 
to be All under Sin, None Righteous, None that coderficederk. hep 
that ſeeketh after God, None that doeth good | No not One] (b.) 
Yea, this depravement of Nature was ſo deep and indelibly 
fhxed, that the Lord Himſelf tells them, The Black-moor might 
as ſ00n change hi Skin, as they learn to do well, (i), All which, 
with abundantly more, beſpeaks a Condition extreamly re- 
mote from yielding a Cauſe or Motive for this Bleffed Ele- 
(tion. | 


IV. Tf God's Love to Men had its Riſe from their love to 
Him, it would not have tnat Singular Eminency 1n it, that is 
juſtly aſcrib'd to it: { 59 Go4 loved the World]! (k) So as 
not to be expreſt z So, as not to be paralleltd; So, as not to 
be underſtood, until we come to that State wherein we ſhall 
jrow as we are knowns nor then neither fully, becauſe it 
is Infinite, By this it is that God's love to Men is ſo high- 
ly celebrated ; { Herein} i Lovez Not that we loved God, but 
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"Bur that God loved ts, (1), And, Behold what manner of love the 
Father bath b-(towed upon us (m)! Which ſurely then is not af- 
ter the manner of Men for, even Publicans doſo (n); and 
Smmners love thoſe that love them (0) : But to love Enemies, and 
whiles Enemies ; (as to love a Wite that is an Adultereſs ; and 


ſo to love her, as to win her heart back again) this is God's 
loye to his Cholen. 


But, Notwithſtanding theſe Scriptures (with many others) 
ſ{-em purpoſely written to obviate ſuch Conceptions as would 
feign our loving of God, to he the ground and Motive of His 
loveto us; Yet. great endeav ours there are to Father Ele- 
Etion upon foreſcen Faith and IWorksz which that they call 
the Covenant of Grace, has {they ſay) qualined and capa- 
citated all Men forz and which certain more pliant, ingenu- 
ou3 and ndnſtrioas perſons 'as they ſpeak) would attain-un- 
to, by the helps they have in common with other Men : 
But, this Pedigree of EleCtion is excepted aga! inf, as being 
not rightly deduced 3 For, 1, Men having (in Adam) de- 
veſted themſelves of all that was holv ancl ; -ood 3 : the Lord 
could not foreſee in them any thing of i/ orb or D efirableneſs, 
but what Himſelf ſhould work. in them anew, and that of 
pure Grace and Favour z For Sin and Detormity could not 
be Motives of Love: And, that the Elect ſort thumiclves) 
were 11no Wile better than other Men, 1 evigent by tie 
Scriptures late-quoted ; where the Holy Ghoſt afterting the 
Univerſal Depravement of Humane Natur: -, exempts not 
One. But if ſuch excell-nt and ciſting: ny qualificati- 
ons as Faith and Holinc! 124 been force 1d fo, 1iputad- 
bj? to them) the Spirit of "ruth would nog have Rank'd 
them Even with a rF1dron of Wrath US); 25 he deth. Put, 
2. If they were othe:wi; & what could thcy add unto God ? 
Or whereby could they oblize Him ? ze refpetterb nor any that 
are wiſe cf +: art (9: It. 1.04 be kighten%, wht piveſt thou 
Hin (r) ? Ard who Lott p eventzd Me (lays the Lora) mar / 
Poul: F reprs kin (s * (1c) Whois he that is before-hand with 
God, in a ng 0ugtc that might induce His Favour ? He re» 
gardeth ior perje 5 397 taioth 12: 745.1); He is not propi- 
tious to any ror «hat tiicy can Lo for Him, 0: bring to. Him, 
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(1) Joby 4.1 Mm) 1 Zu 3l- (rn) Marth,5.45. (0) Luke 
6:32 (P) FpP-2,3. (4) $0b 37.24. T) ch.25.7. ($) cb. AL- 11, 
(t; Deut. 10:17 
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Take Paul for an Inſtance: He walked up to the Light 
he had, was blameleſs ; lived in all good Conſcience z knew 
nv evil by himſelf (a rare degree of legal Righteoulnels !) 
But, that it was not th# moved God to make him a Choſer 
Veſfel, he thankfully acknowledgeth, with Self-abaſement, 
upon every occaſion, (u), 2 - Faith follows Eleftion : God 
reſpects the Perſon before his Offering. But, was not Abel 
reſpetted as a Believer, and his Offering for his Faith ? Yea, 
but that Faith of his was not the Primary Cauſe of God's re- 
ſpeQting him. If AbePs Perſon had not been reſpeted firſt, 
Abel had never been a Believer : For, Faith is the Work and 
Gift of God 3 and (according to the courſe of all Judicious 
Agents) he that will work, muſt firtt pitch on the Subje& 
he will work upon ; and he that gives, on the Perſon he will 
give unto. Betides, Abel could do nothing before he believ'd, 
that mighgmove God to give him Faith z For, till then he 
was in thWEFlcſh, and they that are in the fleſh cannot pleaſe 
Gol (x): Therefore it could not be Abel's foreſeen Faith that 
was the cauſe of God's reſpecting him. The Scripture ſpeaks 
oft, of Iron-{linew'd Necks, and Brazen Brows; and of Mens 
beirg in their blood, when the Lord ſaid, They ſhould live: As 
alſy, that God loved Facob before he had done any good 
things and that the Saints love God becauſe he loved them 
firſt; But no-where of foreſeen Faith and Holineſs, as the 
Caule and Ground of God's love to Men. 4. Faith and 
Holineſs are M1d4le things :: They are neither the Founda» 
tion nor Top-ftone of Election : They are to Sovereign Grace, 
as Stalks and Branches are to a Rootz by wiuch the Root 
convzys its vertues into its principal fruit, Epheſ. 2. 8» By 
Grace ye are ſaved [through] Faith: 2 Theſl, 2. 13. Choſen 
20 Salvation [ through Sandtiucation of the Spirit, and belief of the 
Truth. They are no more the Cauſe of Elettion, than the 
Means of an End are the firſt Cauſe of Purpoling that End $ 
Nay, no more than Tama?” propenſion . (or averſion rather} 
to build the Temple, and to provide Sacrifices for the God 
of Heaven, was the Cauſe of Darius his Decree, that thoſe 
things ſhould be done, and that by him (y). 5. If Men be 
Predeftinate to Faith and Holineſs, (as they are (7) then 
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(u) Tit.3.c. 1 Tim.1.14,15. 2 Tim.1.9. (x) Rome 8. B, Hebe 
11.6, Heb.14.2;. (y) Ezra 5, and 6 chap. (Z) Rom, 8. 29, 39s 
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they were not-ſeen to be fo qualified, before their Predeſti- 


natioa : Or if they were, then their Election (as to that 
particular) woul:l ſeem impertinent : There can no Rational 
Account be given, why Men foreſeen to be ſuch, ſhould be ſo 
ſolemnly Predeſtinate thereto. Beſides, if Salvation be the 
Inſeparable Prod ict of Faith and Holineſs, according to 
Fohn <,24. {de that belicveth | hath] Everlaſiing Life, and [_ ſhall 
20t ] cone rto Condemnation 5 1 Pet. 1, Ye Recetuvirg the End 
of your taith, the al -ation of 10ur Souls: Then, to ordain to 
Sal ation thoſe for-ſeen to bh ſo qualified, would ſeem a 
thing both ncedlefs and inngnificant 5 1t would look like the 
ſending 0' Men where they would have Zone of themſelves. 
Such ſapleſ, ir <gular aul injudicious Notions are very un- 
worthy that CcicyHrious and for-cver-adorable Act of Prede- 
Ttination © And it duly weighet would ſet us further-oft trom 
the Doctrin© of Scli-adlvancment, which ſtauds ingooint- blank 
OpPoiition to the Doctrine of God's Grace, 

F. It could not land with the Wiſlom and "Goodreſs of 
God, to found the Salvation ef His People on a failable bot- 
zom, Which it wouli certainly bc, it dependent on any thing 
beiide; His Own Immuceble Will : For what-ever it was that 
Ele(tion had Being from. by that allo it muſt be maintain : 
What then would become of it, if built on that Goodneſs 
Which is as the Morning ©C loud, and early Dew (a) 9 The 
Creatures will, even in a ftate of Perfe&tion, was too flight 
and fickle a thing to bni}d this Eternal Weight upon : And 
if Man at his bett t:ftate was Vanity, how much more after- 
wards, when ſo ſtrong a Ben! to Vanity came upon his 
Will. 

V/. To derive Election from any Root betdes the Cood 
pleaſure of God, is to fruſtrare the principal End of Man's Sal- 
vation. v3. The Clory of Goi's Grare (1). This Attribute 
(of all the reſt) He wiil not have cocdip?d, nor intrenched 
upon : Tis ſu Divinely Sacred, mas no! to admir the leaftt Hae 
mane touc'i; For which very cauſe, the Lord hath fo con- 
trived that Bleſſed quiign and Plot of His Glory. that all 
boaſtirg #s excluded; And ro fl-ſt ſhall 61044 in bis! Preſence ic) 8 
But if a:iy thing in the Creature he entituled to the canfalt- 
ry of Election, Fleth will gory ; and inftead of excluding 
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(a) Hof.6.4. (b) Eph.1.6. and 2.7, (c) 1 Cor, 1.29. 
Mais 
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Mars Boaſting, Grace it ſelf will be excluded (4d), which is 
far from a Glorifying of it. _ ; 


But, How can this Dotrine ſtand with the | General ] Love 
and good Will of God towards Men ;, who (tis ſaid ) will 
have all to be ſaved? 1 Tim. 2. 4, 2 Pet. 1.9. 


1- If the Word [ AI} be taken univerſally, it takes-in Un- 
believers as well as othersz ( which cannot be the mean- 
ing : ) Therefore, the literal ſenſe of words is not to be reſt- 
ed-on, when the like Phraſe of Speech eliewhere uſed, or 
evident {cope of the ſame or other Scripture, agrees not to 
it: The deitign and current of the whole muſt guide the 
| ConftruQion of particular Parts, 2. Thongh the Dottrine of 
t General Love will not ftand with that of Special Eletion , yet 
- the: -cange: Special Ele&ion will ſtand without Thar, 
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and againiiMt: For, there is nothing more plain, than 
tirat there 1Fan Eled::1 of Men to Salvation z as alſo, that 
ihe genuine Import of Elettion, 1s, to chuſe One Or more Out 
of Many : Which neceſſarily implies the leaving, or not chuſing 
of ſome; and conſequently, the Not-milling of Salvation 
to all Univerſully. 3. Che Will of God cannot be refiftcd 
becauſe with His willing the End, He wills alſo the Means 3 
and thoſe ſuch as ſhall compaſs His End; J{a. 46. 10. My 
| © ounſel ſhall ſtar'd, 7 will do all my Pleaſure, 1. e. What 1 pleaſe 
| to ml], that 7 will have done. 4. The Apoſtle is not here 
| di[courting the Exterr of Gels ſpecial Love z whether All Mer 
Unve:ſally aic intercficd in it : But exhorting Believers to a 
General Duty z viz. To give thasks for Kings, and all in Au- 
| thority z becauſe of the Benefits we have by Government : 
and to pay for them ;' not only ivr their peaceable governing 
of us 3 but if o:hcrwiſe, that God would turn their Hearts, 
and meke them Nurting Fathers to His Church. And to in- 
force the Duty, tells us, there 45 no degree nor ſtate of Men 
exemp.ed trom Salvation; God hath choſen ſome of every 
fort; and therctore we ought not to ſhut any out of our 
Prayers. 5. The Word [| 41] is oft uſed, wien but a part, 
and ſometimes, the lefſer part, of the thing ip»ken of, 1s 
intended by it : As on the contrary, when the Unzver/ality of 
the Subjcct is intended, it 13 expretſed by Singulais g As, He 
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at believeth ſhall be ſaved; and Him that cometh unto 
me, I will in no wiſe caſt out. It ſometimes fgnifies All of 
ſuch a ſort; ſo Eve was faid ta be the Mother of 41! Living 
D : Z x 
not of Al [ioig Creatures, but all of her own kind. Tt vther 
times intends ſome of all jorts; as where it is ſaid, All: the 
Cattel of .Agvpr died (e). And the Hail ſmore every Tree, 
and every Herb (f). And yet other Cattlc are mention:d af- 
ter, and a Reſidue of Trees are ſaid to be efcaped (g). So 
here, God will have all M-n t9 b: ſaved, That 15s, ſomc of 
every Sort and Degree; Gentiesas well as Fer's; Kings and 
Men in Authoxity, as well as thoſe of a meaner Rank; ( a3 
is evident, by comparing the 1, 2, and 4 ver, together. ) 
The ſame in Foel; 1 mill pour out my Spirit upon all Fleſh, 
&c (bh): Thar is, upon ſome of cvery Age, Sex, and De- 
gree, without Diſtinction ; Young, Old, Maſters, Servants, 
Sons, Daughters, fSc. as it follow+ there. 7. @o theſe uni- 
verſal terms do belong divers Reſtrictions, Wch muſt bc 
gathered from the Scope and Context; A; Where the Gou- 
ſpel is {aid to be preached to ev-ry Creature under Heaven (7); 
and yet Men only are intended, and not ail of them nei- 
ther ; For the Goſpel had reached Þut a fmall: part of the 
World at that time, and not the whole of it yet. So, Moſes 
15 ſaid to have in every City them that preach him (k); It 
muſt he underttood only of Ciries where the Fews dwelt, 
and had Synagogues; which were but tew in Comparilon, 
Thotle alſo that were tcattered anroad, went every where 
Preaching the Wor'l (7), 7. e. They balked no place,nor per- 
ſon, but Preached whcre-cver they came: At firſt it was 
confin'd to the F-we, but now witlout limit. Every Man 
ſhall have praite of God (1): It can b2 meant only of Good 
and Faithtul Servants, which are. but a Remnant to the 
whole piece. So God is fail to be the Father of All (7); 
and yes, Satan ( we know ) is the Father of the far greatcr 
part - of the Wo:ld, And Chriit is ſaid to Reconcile all 
things (0); and yet, all the Angc<ls mult be exempted 3 The 
Gcod Angels, becauſe they never were at Enmity ; and tlie 
Ewil Ones, becauic not Reconcileadle, Eph. 1.10. That He might 
gather together in One «'] things in Chiift: This [ All things ] 
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(E). Exod. 94.6. (f.): Vere 23: :{&). Fere 195 254 and 10:5 
(1h) Foel. 2.28: (1) Col. 1:25. (ky). At; 15, 21: (1) Ads 5. 4 
(Mm) 1*T9re 4s 5-0). Eph. 4.:65-(0) Col, ls 25 
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the Elet ; 


® Li 


they are the ſubje& 


ſeems plainly to intend 
of diſcourſed of in the whole Chapter : And in Matthew, Thoſe 
gathered together are filed the Ele# (p), In Hebe 12. $. 


for 


A All are aid to be Partakers of Chaſtiſement z and yer, Sons 
he only can be intended ; for Baſtards are not Partakers of 
es itz as it follows there. Fohn 6. 45. They ſhall be AU taught 
af. of God: It reſpetts only the Sons of the Church, (z. e. ſuch 
& 3 are Elefed ) whole Iniquitics are forgiven them, and their 
of Sinz remembred no more (q); It is the Tenour of the 

1 New Covenant, which is made with the Houſe of 1/rael, 


that is, Fews in Spirit, or the Ele& Nation (7). And if. 

| thife Terms Untverjal | All and Every }] are ſometimes ap» 

ſh plicd ro the Elect excluſive of others; why not as well in 
; the place whence the Quere is taken ? I have inſtanced theſe, 


ts. to ſhew what Conradiftory Notions would follow, ſhould the 
"cy (yc1l found of words be adkered-to; What a Sandy Founda- 
bs ton Univer PElcetion is built upon 5 And how likely We are 
"os 0 loſe the Wuth, whiles we liften to an uncertain uy 


i) ; nc meaning whereof may yet be had from the Context, an 


as Gneral Current of Scripture. 

_ low ſhall this kind of Ele#ion be Reconciled with Adts 10, 
"It That God is no Reſpefter of Perſons ? 

ay Arſw. This ſhews the inconvenience of minding the 77tera} 
Ns 5::ſe of Words above the Scope: 'The tormer Exception 
0H tarcs-in All z and now this excludes All: For, if Literally 
ca taken, God ſhould have reſpect to none. 2. The Fews 
TA Were an Elcet Nation; and lv, this Objettion will lye againſt 
= toi Elcetion as much as this we are upun. 3. The {Copc 
the - tne place plainly intends, that God relpeers no Man's 
ns Perion, cither leſs or more, tor his outward Condition, Or 
For Carnal Priviledges, Till Then the Particiun was up, and 
211 lne Lord ſeemed to regard only the Jewilh Nation; ſuffer- 
"he 12 All betides, to Wa'k 7 ther own 1,415 (5). But Now had 
tlie G91 19 the Geiiles alſo granted Roperetie! wits Site (1), You'l 
ht i1y, Perhaps, They. were Fearers of God Wizom: He thus aC- 
*5] ceptcd ? Truez bur That was not it which firfity induced 
- His Acccptance, or intitP1 them to it; *{ aitheugh it was 
- (Þ). Marth. 24; 3t. (4); Fer. 31s 34s (1) He, Ge IO, leo 


(5) AGES 14. 16, (1): AS 115-18. 
their 
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their Inlet into it, and Evidence for it. ) Tf Men fear not 
God till He hath put His fear within them 3; Then, therr 
fearirg Him, doth nor precede His Reſpeit- towards them, 
but fcllows upon it: And this is the Favour which he bears 
to His Choſer, (u.) 


But, Jf Men be ordained to Salvation abſolutcly, What need 
or uſe is thereof Good Works ? 


Good Works have divers good Uſes and Ends, and goud 
Reaſons there are for God's ordaining them to be walked 
in; without ſuppofing our Walking in them, the Ground, 
Condition, or Motive of our Election; As, 1. To teftife 
our Love to God ; of which we have no ſuch Evidence 
as the keeping of His Commandments (x): 2. To ſhew 
forth His-vertues whoſe Off-ſpring we profels our ſelves to 
be: Marth. 5. 45, That ye may be ( i. e. that ye iggy appear and 
approve your {clves to be ) the Children of fad which is 
in t7eaven, 2. To convince thuſe without ; that they by 
our good Converſation may be won-over, and Jearn to do 
well ; or elſe be compelled to glorifie God in the Day of Vi- 
ſitation. 4. For incouragement and example to weaker 
Chriſtians; who are yet Children in the good ways of God, 
and are aptlicr led by Example than Precept- 5. That by 
having our Senſes excrcited about Holy Things, we might 
become more Holy; and ſo, more capable of Communion 
wit! Gol here, and meetened for our. Heavenly Inheritance. 
6. Good works arc a part of Election ; and the Elett are a 
ablolitcly ordain' to them, a> to Salvation it ſelf (y). 

Objections I did not intend to mceddle-with ; But confider- 
ng that Jar whit: follows of this kind, C though done for 
anutÞhur uccaton | may help to diſcover the lightneſs of what 
35 alicdged ayaintt ou: Dott: inc of Eicction, T have therefore 
inſerred it here 1 and lope it ſhall prove to its further Con- 
firmation. 


Ol). Toro its 9 Flo7ion, nor Deciee of Eledion, of particular 
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Ari, Eletim is the Ciuting of ſome from among others 5 
and it always ſuppoſi-th a greater number out of which the 
choice is made; and con-quenily, the taking { or chuſing ) 
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(u) Tjalm 1C6, 4. (x) 1 fob. 23. YI Fob 15+ 16. 


of 
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of God's Soverergvty, QC. 
of All, is quite beſides the Notion of EleQtion : he Scrip- 
ture ſays, they are choſen | our ] of the World (2), Then the 
World is not Choſen ; (7. e.) the intire Species of Men is 
not the Objett of Elettion. 


\ 


Obj. God hath not decreed from Eternity to Ele any perſon of 
Mankind upon any terms, but that in caſe he livethto years of 
diſcretion, he may poſÞubly periſh. 


Anſw, This is excepted againſt: 1. Becauſe the Perſon of 
Chriſt Himſelt is not exempted. 2. Becauſe as poſhbly the 
Dcath of Chriſt might be in vain. 23. It makes the Decree 
and Election two things, and divers in reſpett of time. That 
Ei-&tion was from Eternity, is proved before (5), And that 
the Elect ſhall not periſh, iz abſolutely promiſed (c). 


» 
Ob). Threatnirgs of Damnation are abſolutely inconſiſtent with 
a peremptory Decree v0 conjer Salvation, 


Arſm, No more than the threatning of Death upon 
Alam, was inconiiftent with God's Purpoſe to ſend him a 
Saviour (4): That Caution alſo, That except the Mariners 
ſtayed in the Ship, they could not be Saved, was well coniifcent 
with that peremptory Pronmſe, That there ſhould be no loſs of 
any Mar's life, (e). The Promiſe of Satety was abſolute ; but 
their attual obtainment of it was conditional : Yet ſo, as that 
the performance of rhe Condition on their part, was as Cer- 
tain by the Decree, as Safety upon their performance vf it : 
For, He that determin'd the fatety of their lives, deter- 
mind alſo, that it ſhould be ettetted by their abiding in the 
Ship3z and that this Caution, or threatning of danger, in 
cale they went-out 5 ſhould be a means to prevail with 
them for tha* abiding; and ſo it dii In like manner, 
that ſaying of the Apoſtte, "Chat if thzy lived after the fleſh, 
they ſhould die (f), was very contiſtent with what he had 
laid afore, (namely) That Sin ſhall nor have dominion over 
them '£): and that Nothing ſhall ſeparate them f19m the love of 
God, (). For, as the Lord (eales with reaſonable Creatures z 
0 he makes ule of Rariozal Arguments, Motives, at Cau- 
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(a) Foka 15. 19. (b) Eph, L. 4+ (C) Fohn 15. 28, (d) Gen. 
*. 17. with cb. 3. 15. (e) Ads 27. 22, 31. (f) Rom. $. 13. 
.& Rom, 6. 14. (h) Ch. $. 29: 


tions 


Fagral Diſcourſe 
tions to wk upon them : Both En4 an4 Means, and 11- 


ducements to the uſe of thoſe Means, were all determin'd 19- 
gether. 


Obj. Ie judge tt a very ſerſfleſs part in a Father, to give his 
Child compleat Aſſurance under Hand and Seal, that he wil! 
male him his Heir againſt all poſſible interventences ; and yet 
preſently threaten 1m, if be be not dutiful, to diſinherit him; 


Arſw. Undutiful Children may dare to judge thus of 
their Fathers Actions; And Children ( that otherwiſe are du- 
tiful and good, yct ) whiles Children, may have Childiſh 
Conceptions of what their Elders do ; But Men grown-up, 
and acquainted with their Fathers Prudence and Goodneſs, 
will lay their hand upon their Mouth. The Promiſe and 
Purpoſe of Got to give Canaan to Avrahin's Seed, was ſo 
<bſolute, that, by the Objectors own Confeſhon, all their un- 
worthineſs could not deprive them of it; It is ally evident 
by their demeanour, and the Event at laſt; Yet, how often 
does the Lord threaten to difiherir them ? and to blot out their 
Name from under Fleaven (i\, Dil Mojes, now, £0 and charge 
God foolijnly ? Did he tell Him, "tis a ſcnileſs part thus to 
threaten atter ſo abſovlute an Engagement to the contrary 
No, he puts the Lortl in min&of His Promilc to their Fa- 
thersz of His Mercy in pardoning them atore-time; what 
Reflection it would have on His Honour among the Eg ypii- 
a8, if He ſhoul-l now deſtroy them, ©c. Not a word of Com- 
plaint, That firſt ro Promiſe, and then to threaten, i:a ſenſe- 
lels thing: It had been ſenftleſs in Moſes thus to do, and 
no wiſe contiftent with His Duty. But more direttly; It 
were no lenlic!s part in a Father, to purchaſe an Othce for 
his Son, and lv to {cttle it on him ; that it ſhall not be in i 
own Power tc Reverſe it : And yet, ( keeping to himſelf the 
Knowleip: of that Sertlement ) propoſe the enjoyment thereot 


conditionally, viz. upon Terms of Obedience to his Fathers. 


\ 


Commands The tenilency of all which, is but to prove him- 
ſelf the Sen of ſuch a Father, and to Mecten him for his 
Piace: An1 the morc ty oblige hrs Son to a Studltious prepa- 
ing timfelt for it 3 to liy bctore him the cvil and danger 08 
a ncyligent Courle 3 by which (if periified m ) he might 


—— 


> O— —  _ 


(12: Exods 32. 10. : Numb. 14-12: Delits $3 14s 


render 
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render himſelf uncapable. But. ſurely, ſuppoligg this Fa- 


ther to have the ſame Power over his Son, as God hath 
over the Heart and Spirit of His People z He will ſo or- 
der him by Inftrution, Diſcipline, and good Principles, 
that he ſhall not run into a Forfeiture. Belides, Threatnings 
of Damnation are nct properly appliable to Believers, who 
know themlclyes ſo to be 3 For he that belteveth, is paſſed from 
Dea:h to life, and ſhall not come into Condemnation (þ), Hows 
ever ( at times ) for want of a thorow knowing their State, 
unthankfulneb for it, or ſome other miſcarriage; they bring 
thum(clves under douÞtings of it ; But for ſuch as have Com- 
picar Alſutance under God's Hand and Seal, ( as the Objetti- 
on ſpeaks ) they are Sealed up ro the Day of Redemption (1), 
with a Seal that never ſhall be looſed. | 


Obj. In Caſe any Perſon were ſo adjudged to Eternal Life from 
Eternity, that there is no poſſibility of miſ-carrying ; then 
there was #9 nece{ity of Chriſt's dying for him? 


Anſwm, The Aﬀertors of Abſolute Election do hold with 
the Scriptures, That Election 1s 22 and through Chriſt : The 
ame Decrec that ordained._to Salvation, ordained alſo the 
Mediation of Chrilt in order thereto; That God might be 
Fuſt in Fuſlifyirg, tle hatb appointed us to obtain Salvation by 
Vi 10rd Feſus Chriſt (k). Ye might, with as much ſhew of 
Realon,inter, That it fuch an End be appointed to -be wrought 
by ſuch a Means, then that Means is unneceſlary to that End : 
hat if Gud harh Choſen Men to Salvation through Santtift- 
utLn Of the Spirit, and belict of the Truth, then Holineſs 
and Faith are Needlels Things : Theſe are abſurd reaſonings,, 
vIch the Truth neither Owns nur Needs. 


Oh! Ie judge ſuch an ElecHon to be. an op:n Enemy tv Godli- 
a-ſs, For who will flrain an toil himjelf for that which be 
knor's he ſball obtain by eafie Pace? 


Anſr, The Dottrine of Conditional Eleftion can he no 
Ticn4 to Godlineſs, whatever it may pretend to; fince all 
Pat a Man doth on that account, terminates in ſelf. God- 
7:14 15 to am art God as our Chief End, in all that we do: 


| Now, One that hol the Ele& ſure of Salvation, and believes 
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himſelf tofe one of them, and yet goes on to fear God, 

and obey Him; Glorifies God more than he that performs 
the ſame duties for kind, (and pzrhaps greater in bulk) in 
expectation of life thereby. The Phariſees faſted oftner than 
Chriſt's Diſciples 3 but were not ſuch real friends to Godli- 
neſs as they: Long Pra;ers, Faftings and Alms-deeds, are 
all nothing without Love : and who (do you think) will love 
God more, he that believes himſelf ſure of God's love un- 
changeably z or One that holds, "That after all his toiling anq 
ftraining, he might puſhbly have ru iz vain, and loſe all at 
laſt; If ye ſpeak thus ye croſs the experience of God's Chil- 
dren yea, and of Nature too 5 tor, Who counts it a toil to 
eat his Meat when Nature requires it 3 eſpeciallv, when 'tis 
moſt agreeable both to his Pallate and Conſtitution 2 AI the 
ways of God ate pleaſanmeſs to them that walk in them © an 
theſe would not leave them again, although their future hap- 


- pinels were not concerned in it: If they be grievous to any, 


it is from their unacquaintednefs with hi love, x John 5, 3. 


Object. It muſt needs make men very remiſs and looſe tn the 

ſervice of 50d, 

Anſm. A ſtrange Aſtertion ! That the aſſurance of God's 
love ſhould make Men carelcſs in ſerving Him 5 They thart fo 
judge, can never be over-diligent to make therr Calitng and Elc- 
&1on ſure. Chiift knew, that the Angels had charge over Ht ; 
and that he ſno14 nor dafh his foot againſt a ſtones yet, ne'r the 
Ief3 careful of His own preſervation: Paul was ſure of the 
Crow of Righteouſneſs 3 anc. yet as diligent in bearing-donn by 
body, and fraud as hard in rung his Race, as auy of thoſe 
who lay thc ſtreſs of Salvation upon their Works. 


Obj. S:ch 2 Notion of Fledion 1azs the honour and meceſſit} of 
tat £reat Ordinance of Preacitr's the Goſpel in the duſt : For, 
if the Fled (fo called) [hall as certainly be ſaved by a weak, 
femple or corrupt Miniſtry, and this (ut may be) enjoyed bus 4 
day or tm'9 in all a Man's life, or looſely attended upor's 
wherein is the Miniſtry 3f the G9/vel to be eſteemed? 


Aim, That peremptory Decree, Tit Summer and I} inter, 
Dy and Night fall 708 ceaſ 3 takes not away the neceſhty 
of the Sun's Eeing, in the World; nor of its daily Riltngss 
Settings, and various Revolutions: For, by theſe (as the ne- 
ceifary Mcaits thercot ) muſt the Decree be made good. .SO, 


the Abſoluteneſs of that other rp of the Pfomiſe, Thar 
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Seed-time and Harveſt ſhall not ceaſe 5 doth no-whit diſcharge 
the Husbandman either of his Uſefulneſs or Duty z but evin- 
ceth the one, and inforceth the other ; gifting alſo: encou- 
ragement to him in his Work. The force of this Anſwer 
will not be evaded by alledging, That God affords them 
Means proper and ſufficient for Seed-time and Harveſt 
( that is, they have fitting Seaſons, with Seed-corn, Horſes, 
Ploughs,- and other Uteafils of Huſbandry) and that's all the 
Promiſe intends ; and if they improve them not, the fault's 
their own : True, it i5 ſo, and they ſhall ſmart for their 
negl-& : But what will become of the Promiſe, and Sureneſs 
of the Covenant ? Therefore, this i5 not all that God doth 
for Men in tis Point : - He that Decreed how long the Earth 
ſhall endure. and what number of Mer He will raiſe-up up- 
on it 3 did alſo Decrce His own upholding thereof during 
that time 3 and by what Means thoſe M2» ſhould be pro- 
pagated, and kept alive; and did accordingly put into them 


_ the Principles of Selt-prelervation; by which they are Naru- 


rally prompted to the uſe of them, as they are to Eat, 
Drink and Sleep: #e hath ſet the World mm their heart, EC- 
clcf. 3. 11. As the Elett ſhall certainly be ſaved, and alſo 
preparcd for that Salvation ; ſo bath the Lord appointed them 
iuch a Miniſtry, and for ſo long a time, and their attendance 
thereon, in ſuch manner, as beft agreeth to His Own intent g 
and which he will bleſs and make effettual for that End 
as 15 ſeen by His ſending Paul to certain places, where he 
muſt Preach, and not hold bis peace z Why ? becauſe God- had 
much People there, (t. e. of his Elect Ones) who muſt be 
brought in by Paul's Miniſtry: Bithynia, and other places, 
he is not ſuffered to go into, though he would 5 God had 
not yet any Work for him there. Thoſe that are to be ta- 
ken, the Lor1 will bring them under the Means (as He did 
that Shoal of Fiſhes under Peter's Net) (1). Witnels the 
Eunuch, Cornelius, the Jailor, and others : And this Means, 
whether Powerful or Simple in Men's eſteem, it's all one to 
God; His Word ſhall accompliſh that He ſends it for : and 
the weater the Means are, the more is the Power of God 
magnified: See Ats 2, How by literate Men's Miniſtry, He 
took them by thouſands, and added to His Church daily, ſach 
as ſhould be ſaved, (m), So then, the Miniſtry of the Gof- 
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l is no wiſe made uſeleſs or diſeſfteemahte by the DoGtrine 
of Abſolute Elettion $5 but is rather Greatned thereby, as be- 
ing the Power of God to that Salvation he hath choſen us 
to. | 


Obj. Of what great conſequence 10 the World, are the richeſt 
o__ of Wiſdom, Knowledge, Utterance, &c. if all thoſe 
who are in any poſſsbility of beirg ſaved by them 5 may and ſhall 
as certainly be ſaved without them. 


Anſw, That the Richeſt Gifts of Wiſdom, Knowledge, 
Utterance, are of no great conſequence to the World, is no 
conſequent of the Dottrine of Abſolute Eledtion 3 For, They 
are given for the Perfeiting of the Saints, and edifying the 
Body of Chriſt ; (that is, the Ele&t :) And all the divertities 
of Gifts, Manifeſtations and Operations, do concur to the 
ſame End 5 lince it 1s the ſame God who worketh all in all 
(that is) He appoints Men to Salvation 3 theſe Gifrs as a 
means to prepare them for it, and makes them effeCtual 
thereto. But, that thoſe Richeſt Gifts of Wiſdom, Know- 
ledge and Ucterance, arc of no great uſe or conſequence to 
the World; isa very Natural Conlequent of that Dottrine, 
which tells the World, that the Sun, Moon, and Stars do 
preach the Goſpel ſuthciently for Salvation: Which, if they - 
do, wherein (indeed) are thoſe Richeſt Gifts to be eſtecm- 
ed? Ani to what end is this waſte ? Why ſhould the beſt 
of Men ſuffer Stripes, Impriſonments, and Death, for Doing - 
that which might be done by thoſe above the reach of 
danger ? and withal, 'tis too well known and obvious, That 
Men of greateſt Knowledge, Utterance and Depth of Rea- 
ſon, (ſuch as are ftiled the Princes of this World) they are 
not always (nay, very rarely) the faſteſt Frien1s of Truth 
and Godlineſsz and thoſe tew that be, are not always moſt 
ſucceſsful in their Work, (n): When-as ſome others, meanly 
furni;hed in compariſon, have turned the World upſile-Jown, (0). 
The Lord oft-times rejected the iVije and Prudent, and reveals 
himſelf by Babes z To take from Men occation of boating 

-and to make it appear, chat the Fai:h of His People doth 
not ſtand in the jor! of Men, but in the Power of God (p), 
whoſe weakneſs is ſtronger than Men, and His fooliſhnels 
wiler, (4). | 


(1) Eccleſ. 9. 11. (0) 2 Cor. 12, 19. Ats 17. 6. 2 Cor. 
19, 10. (P) 1 Cor. 2.5. (q) 1 Cor, Ie 25, | 
Obj. p03 
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Ob). Upon what account can Men be Fo t0 4 frequent, di- 
ligent, conſcientious attendance on the Miniſtry, if Salvation, 
and conſequently Preparation, and Meemeſs for Salvation, 
ſhall as certainly be had by a broken, careleſs, ſuperficial ats 
rendance in this kind ? 


Anſw , On what account did the Lord ſo frequently admo*® 
r:ſh that People, to keep the Law without turning aſide $3 
to Circumciſe their hearts; and to be no more ſtiff necked 3 
and this, as the Condition of their obtaining Canaan z if all 
their unworthineſs could not deprive them of ' Canaans 
(which, the Author of this Objection elſewhere affirms, 
they could not.) But further z As Men are Creatures, it 
is their Duty to ſerve and honour Gol; and in order there- 
to, to wait upon Him in His Ordinances, and that with all 
diligence 3 although the buſineſs of their Salvation ' were not: 
concern'd in it 5 but much more ſince it is, if any thing of 
Self-concern may enforce a Duty : And truly the preſent 
{weetneſs that is in the your ways of God, is Argument ſuf- 
hcient to induce our moſt ſerious attendance thereon. But, 
{ that Salvation, or Mectneſs for Salvation, may as certain» 
ly be had by a careleſs Attendance } is far from the Do« 
&rine of Abſolute Elettion to afſert : For, it preſſeth it Rill, 
as an important Duty, to gzve all diligence to make our Calling 
and Eletion ſure, But really, Remiſmeſs in Duty, is the Natu- 
ral Reſult of that Nottrine which teacheth, That a Man poſ- 
bly may loſe all he hath run-for, at the laft ſtep; For, who 
will ftrain and toil himlſclt (as they term it) for an uncer= 
tainty ? And if there be any ſuch, who negle@ their Duty, 
hecauſe if Eletted they are ſure to . be ſaved ; they give but 
a ſorry Evidence of their ſtate: And they are (commonly) 
iuch as oppoſe the Dottrine of Elettion ; and not of thoſe 
who hold for it, 


of God's Sovereignty, &C. 


Obj. Such an Eleftion as we contend againſt, we judge to be 
mot unworthy the mot excellent Nature of God z and 10 be at 
manifeſt defiance with Hy Wiſdom, Holineſs, Mercy, Fus 
flice, &c. | 


Anſw. 1f the EleQion contended againſt, be ſuch as the 
Objctors Arguments are pointed-atz It is ſuch as (I ſups 
Pole) never was held by any; And then, 'tis ill-ſpent time 
to fet-up Counterfeit-Notions, and make a great buſineſs of 
contating them, But it is Abſolute Election, without res 
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ſpe& to Men's Works, that is ſtriven-againſt : And for this, 
we fay, 1. Abſolute EleQion is no way contrary to the Wil- 
dom of God, but moſt conſonant thereto; For, how can it 
ftand with His Wiſdom, to determine the Death of His Son 
for ' the Salvation of Men ; and leave it wundetermin'd (and 
conſequently uncertain) whether any one perſon ſhall have 
Salvatien by it ; For, ſo it muſt be, it Elettion be not Ab- 
ſolute. 2. It is ſo far from being a manifeſt defiance with 
the Mercy of God; that it is moſt congruous and ſuitable to 
the very Nature of it : To ſhew Mercy, is to open the heart 
to one in diſtreſ> 35 To love and do good to Enemies, whom 
He might as juſtly have deftroyed, and was no way obligd 
to ſpare, much leſs to advance them : Nay, perhaps they 
were deeplier involvid in Guilt than other Men, even the 
Cheif of ſmnersz which is (ſure) the higheſt i11uſtration of 
Mercy and far from a manife$l defiance with it. 3. It doth 
not oppoſe the Fuſtice of God 3 For, to whom 1s He Deb- 
tor, ur can be ?*-All had a Stock in Adam ;z and having loft 
it by their own default, God is not obliged to reſtore it : 
Therefore, no Injuſtice to repair One, and not Another, 


Ob). Doth it argue any Sovereign or bigh ſtrain of Grace, 
when Ten Thouſand have equally offen.ted, to pardon one or 
two; and implacably reſolve to puniſh and torment all the Reft 
e the utmoſt extremity? and thu againſt all poſſible enterveni- 
ency of Sorrow and Repentance for their fault? 


Anſrw. It were very delirable, that Men whiles they pre- 
tend to argue for Truth would order their Specch, as be- 
comes the Gravity of ſuch a Subjett (r)z And much-more 
that they come not {0 near to a Down-right reproaching 
that Glorious Grace, of which we cannot have apprehenſions 
awful enough. The men who thus ſpcak, had need to try 
their Spirits, whether they be of God ; Since, from the ſame 
Premiſſes they draw Concluſions quite contrary to thoſe, 
who {we know) ſpeak as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghoſt, In Scripture account it is no derogation to the + 
Grace of God, that He called Abraham | alone; ] leaving Mzl- 
Ito71s beſides to their periſhing condition, Nor can I belieie 
that Myjes underſtood it a Diſparagirg of God's love to Man*- 
kind, when he tclls us,. That He choſe the People of J{rael 
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alone for His own Peculiars z who' yet were the feweſt of any 


33 People (s). One of a- City, and two of a Family, were lets 
1- in proportion than One or Two of Ten Thouſand; yet no 
gy complaint upon it, by thoſe intereſſed in that Grace, It*s the 
ol FF property of God's Children to admire thac He loves any, 
nd and eſpecially themſelves; and not to find fault becauſe He 
Ve loves not All alike, Who am I (ſays David) that thou haſt 
b- brought me hitherto! And Chrift's Diſciples, Lord, why wilt 
th thou manifeſt thy ſelf to us, (us Twelve) and not 10 the IWorld (1) ? 
tO Tis therefore the more ſtrange to conſider, Why and how, 
It any that call themſelves of the Brotherhood, came ſo to E{- 
2M poule the Quarrel of thoſe without ; and that with ſuch Ea- 
2d gerneſs, as to ſtrive and fall-out among themſelves about 
ey the others Concerns: It were more adviſeable to leave off 
he diſputing, andygall to praftice. But to Anſwer more dirett- 
of lys 1. This Remnant is not ſo contemptibly to be ſpoken 
th of ; They are Ten thouſand times Ten thouſand, and Thouſand of 
-b- Thouſands, (u): And how ſmall ſoever the number be, (if it 
oft | were but One, it were more by One then the whole Creatis 
it 2 on could deſerve.) I ſay, How few ſoever they are, no 
cl, Man knows but himſelf may be Ore of them ; unleſs by de- * 
_ . ipiſing the Grace of God in Elettion, he have proved it 
tit otherwiſe to himſelf. 2. To pitch-on 4 Few whiles in their 
eſt Blood and Enmity againft God, and reſolve even then, to 
oa? make them Everlaſtingly happy'y-and that againſt the Na- 
| tral bent of their own will a Grace much more high 
and Sovereign, than to ſave them for their uwn better ime 
Ce provement of what they have in common with other Men 3 
bc- (For that would not be of Grace, but of Debt.) Or, if the 
Ore Lord ſhould bring Ten Thouſand times that number into 
ing a Salvable ſtate, (as they ſpeak; ) but ſo, as (very poſhbly) 
ons not oe of them ſhall ever be ſaved; it would not bring 
try che Thouſandth part of that Glory to His Grace, as to Save 
me a Few invincibly. 3, If the Lord did toreſee, that but Few 
ole, would believe z and yet reſolvd to ſave one but ſuch as 
oly ſhould believez Then the Obje&ion (as to Fewneſs) falls 
the - on the Obiectors Dottrine as much as ours. 4. As for gods. 
ns ly Sorrow, Faith, and Repentancez they are the Gitt of 


ere God, and proper to the Elett : And ſo, no Realon to ſup- 
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e the interveniency of theſe in them that are [Fc s or to 
por lacable Reſolution to puniſh and torment A4»y in 
whom theſe Poſhbilities go-forth into A&t. 

Other Allegations they have againft the Dotrine: of Ele- 
Aion, which will admit of as plain a Solution as thoſe above: 
But it being my purpoſe to colle& what IT ſhould find in the 
Scriptures for it, and not to controvert the point z IT pro- 
ceed no farther, but go-on to the uſefulneſs of the Doctrine 
Only, by the way, let me premiſe a Caution or two. 

1. Let no Man tax God with juſtice or Partiality, be- 
cauſe He takes not Ally or becauſe not thoſe of higheſt 
efteem among Men : Do not the Princes of the World exer- 
ciſe Dominion over Men like themſelves? Or is there a 
Subjeat ſo mean, but will think himſelf wrong'd, if queſti- 
on'd for diſpoſing of his own ? (which yet is if own but as 
borrow'd : ) And ſhall vain Man preſume to Arraign his S9- 
wereign Lord ! Wo to kim that ſtriveth with bis Maker, (x): If 
you muſt be Medling, let it be with Por-ſheards of Earth like 
your ſelves. 

2. Let no Man diſ-ralue the Doctrine of EleQion, - becauſe 
it takes in but a Remnant: Why are they ſtiled, The lire] 
Flock, but to heighten the Mercy and Priviledge of it in 
their efteem ! Noah did not contemn the Grace of God to 
Himſelfand his Sons, becauſe the World of Ungodly were ex- 
cluded the Ark ; nor the Remnant that eſcaped the Sword in 
Eg ypt ( y), reckon their own Deliverance ere the leſs Mercy, 

becauſe the Reft of their Country-men had not a ſhare in it ; 
Men do nat uſe to flight their own Immunities for others 
Not- being intercfled in them ; but rather to value themſelves 
the more upon it. 

And now, as a means to prevent or remove the evil Sur- 
miſes caution'd againſt z with thoſe orher ſinifter DeduRi- 
ons which Carnal Realon may be apt to (uggeſt s let us draw 
up a few of thoſe many and worthy Improvements this 
Dottrine is capable of, above and heyond that of the con- 
trary Tenour : As allo, of thsze Laws of Duty which it lays 
upoyg us. And here 1 would {ee (fhrſt) what Fruit may be 
gather'd from the ſeveral Branches of the Propolition ; and 
then, what from the Cr0js or whole of it promiſcuoully. 
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7. Since there is an Eleftion of Men to Salvation, put you _ 
in for a part and intereſt in it : Though their Number be * 
but ſmall, Caft-in your Lot, and make One among them. 
My meaning is, That though never ſo few are the Objetts of 
Ele&tion, you will make it your buſineſs to prove your ſelf 
of that Few * If but Tmo in the whole World, who knows 
-burt thou mayeſt be One of them ? And do it the rather, for 
Fewnels's ſake : It's our Saviours Argument, they are but 
Few that go-in at the fſtrait-gate 5 therefore ftrive. The 
Ninevites had not that ground to believe God would accept 
them that you have; for their Ruine was pronounced in per- 
emptory words, and no Room exprelly left for Repentance z 
and yet they humbled themſelves, and turn'd from their evil 
ways, upon this only contideration, Who can tell if God will 
turn away by fierce anger, that we periſh not ? (a). Its a happi- 
neſs worth your venturing-for : For (1) You can Joſe no- 
thing by endeavouring: (2) You can hardly have a more 
ſolid Evidence of your being Eletted, than to have your heart 
taken with EleQting Love, and caſting your ſelf upon it : And 
(3) Never did any periſh who ventur'd on this Bottom. 


II. From the Dottrine of Eletion's Abſoluteneſs, is eviden« 
ced the exceeding Riches of the Grace of God z in that He 
hath not left this Great Concern to Humane Contrivance z; | 
but hath laid it more ſure and ſafe, than Men themſelves 
would have done : For, \tis too evident (by the Reaſon- 
ings that ace uſed to make EleCtion Ty as and Conditio» 
a1) how it would have gone, if left to the Wiſdom of 


'Men. But I ſhall not doubt to affirm, That this Doctrine 


of EleQion's abſo/ureneſs is much afore-hand with that which 
teacheth it to be Conditional, both in point of Encourage- 
ment, and otherwiſez and that as well betore believing, as 
afterwards. : 

I. Before a Man comes to believe: (ſuppoing. him to 
be Notionally inſtruted therein before) For, being under 
conviction of the Greatneſs and Multirude of his Sins z and 
finding the power of in-dwciiing corruption? fo , inſuperable g 
having alſo tome tight of the Holineſs of God, and that He 
will by no means clear the Guilty 5 It needs muit prove a 


— 
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difficult Matter to believe, that there is Mercy and, Pgrdon 
or ſuch a One as he; or, that ever thoſe domineering luſts 
ſhould be made to ſubmit; But then conſidering, 1. That 
EleQing Love pitches on the Chref of Sinners: 2. That it 
flows not from, nor is founded upon, any condition to be 
performed by Men: And 3. That EleQion has in it All 
that conduceth to Life an4 Godlineſs: (Thele things, I ſay, 
confidered) it cannot but have a far greater influence on the 
Soul, to cleave unto God, aid fullow hard after Him 3 than 
It his Elettion were ſuſpended upon his doing that which he 
finds in himſclfno power to perform : For, he ſees by wo- 
ful (and yet, through Grace, happy) Experience, That as the 
Law is made-weak through the weaknels of the Fleſh ; ſo 
allo, (ſetting aſide the A$ſoluteneſs of Eletting Love) all the 
Means of Grace which are given in Common among Men, 
would be wholly ineffetual to Salvation : which difficul- 
ties, Elctting Love in its Abſoluteneſs, will Sype»ſede, and let 
him above them all : Eſpecially conhidering, that _ Faith and 
 Holirftſs are as abſolutely promiſed and provided for in 
Election, as Salvation it ſelt, at the end of his Faith. 


2. After a man comes to Believe, this Doctrine of Abſolute 
Elettion is of ſingular uſe and benefit to him, both as tend- 
ing to keep him on his feet, and to raiſe him when he is 
down. 1. It is a great Preſervative in tine of Temptation : 
The Remembrance of rat Iove whici; lvoked-upon him, 
when he was in his Hlood, and faid he ſhovid Live, and hath 
now alſo made good its Word to lim 4 mui n=cds operate 
firongly with a gracious heart, againſt what-ever might be un- 
worthy of ſuch love: Lei the Bait bc never fo aptly fſui- 
ted, he will turn from it in a holy diidain (as good Foſeph 
did) How can ] do thu wickedneſs, and fm againſt God, (Gen. 
39+ 9. ) who hath dealt ſo beuntitully with me ! 2. Nothing 
more tends for Recovery after a fall, than the Conſideration 
of the Freeneſs of God's Love at urft, and His Mighty Power 
in Quickenirg, when altogether dead. And that borb theſe (vie 
This Love, and this Power) are ingaged by an Afjolute Co- 
venant to bring everv one that takes-hold thereof unto 
Glory ; and therefore, wiil receive him, not only Afrer upon 
Return to his Duty ; but in the 51i/r of his backſlidings He, 
will come and hcal him, The Lord's way of dealing with 
Ephraim, is an inſtance pertinent tg the cale in hand ; 1/2. 
$ 7+ 17, 18, 21, 22. ang ig the 44 Chap, He doth, as it were 
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Clench and faſten this Nail in a ſure Placeg Remember 0 
Jacob, 1 have formed thee ; Thou ſhalt nor be forgotten of Me + 
1have blotted out thy Sins : Therefore return unto Me. And Fer, 
3. 14. Return, O back-ſliding Children, for 1 am Married unto 
ou, ( to wit, by His Covenant of EleCtion ). To this pure 
poſe alſo is the edge of Samuels Argument applied, in 1 Sam, . 
12. 20, 22. Fear not ( ye have done all this wickedneſs% ) yet 
murn nor aſide from following the Lord: As if he had faid, your 
wickednels ( indeed ) is great, ye haye highly provoked the 
Lord by your caſting Him offz yet be not diſcouraged, as 
if the Lord would caſt-off you : For, the Lord will not forſake 
His People ; ( But why ? ) Becauſe it hath pleaſed the Lord 10 
mak you His People. , And in ver. 24- he further backs it with 
the remembrance of the great things God had done for them 
afore-time : Than which, there is nothing of ſtronger tenden- 
cy to a Soul's recovery. 


II. From the [ Perſonality ] of Eletion. And IV. Fron 
the [ Eternity ] of its Original, 1 gather in generalz , 


That ſince the Scriptures have ſo highly Renowned thele 
two Circumſtantial parts of Elettion, by ſo frequent a men- 
tioning of them ; and that, on occaſions of the ſolemneſt im- 
port 3 We ought not to paſs them by as things of indifferent 
notice 3 But, as being diverſly Inſiruttive, worthy to be kept, 
and ſoberly contended-for, The Holy Ghoſt doth not uſe to 77- 
culcate matters of Ordinary ohlervance, or little import z But, 
as noting to us ſome great importancy in them z as taxing (alto) 
our ſloth, and aptneſs to negle@ them 3 and to ſtir-up our 
minds to make the more diligent ſearch What, and what manner 
of things they are 3 and how to be zmprov'd: In particular, 


From the Perſonality of Elefion, I infer ; 


T. That it ought to be minded as matter of the higheft 
Honour to the Parties concern'd. The Lord illuſtrates Mo- 
jes at no ordinary rate, when He tells him,'7 know thee by 
Name (a): Anddoubtleſs, intended that Moſes limſelf ſhould 
0 account of it, and be highly ſatished therewita, though 
acny'd in ſome other things, he would fain have had. Thus 
alſyo Paul fignalizeth thoſe Eminent Saints, who were his 
tcllow-Labourers in the Goſpel, That their [ Names ] were 
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| (a) Exod, 33+ L7s 


the 


the Book of Life (b). And our Saviour propounds it to his | 
Diſciples as matter of higheſt Exultation, That their [ Names] 
were written tn Heaven (c), That our poor inſgnificant Names 
ſhould be written in God's Book, and laid-up among His 
Treaſures in Heaven, when the generality of Names ( even 
Names of Vot-) a.e written in the Duſt ! Let it not ſeem a 
light matter to us ; Fer this is that Everlaſting Name which 
mever {ball be cut-off (4d). 

TI. The Knowledge of this thing, ( namely, that God has 
thus taken Notice of our Names)1s a great Priviledge to them 
that know it : It inlarges the Heart fo higher Expectations ; 
it gives boldneſs ( or freedom ) of ſpeech towards God ; as 
if nothing were too great for ſuch a One to aſk. See how 
Meſes grows upon it 3 No ſooner, fays God, I know thee by 
Name, but Moſes, (C as rapt into the Second, and fain would 
be in the Third Heaven ) prelently replies, 1 beſeech thee ſhew 
me thy Glory /! | | | 

II. As it is matter of Honour and Priviledge ; ſo it will 
prove one of your beſt Titles to your Heavenly Inheritance, 
It wNll 1gnifie ſomething one Day, (however by ſome too light- 
iy efteemed now ) when it ſhall be the great diſtinguiſhing 
Charatter between you and the World: Whoever he be 
that derives not his Genealogy from this Regiſter, will be 
put from the Heavenly Prieft-hood (f ). The New Feruſa- 
jem admits None, but whoſe Names are written in the Book of 
Tife (g). Yea, | every One] that is not found written there, 
ſhall be caſt into a Lake of Fire (þ), Therefore, Give all 
diligence 10 make your Elettion ſure. 

IV. It alſo imports Matter of Duty from us. When Prin- 
ces confer Titles of Honour, Lands, or Immunities z they 
uſe to reſerve ſome kind of Rent, or other Service, to mind 
their Subje&ts ( though Favourites) of whom they hold. 
You have no ſuch way of Owning your great BenefaQor, 
nor no ſuch means of being Cunſiderable in the World ; as 
by bearing the Badge and Impreſs of Him who gave you 
this Name of Honour. Let His Name, therefore, be Named 

upon you; Carry His Name in your Boſom bear it on your 
Shoulders, and the Pals of your Hands: Let the choice of 
your Aﬀcttions, the chict of your Strength, and the. whole 


— 
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(b) - Pb, 4,2. (Cc) Luke 49s: 29; (4): Tfds:56s55-(E) Exad, 
32. 13. (f) Neb, 7. 64..(f) Rev. Zh. 27+ (h) Che; 20s 15« 
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of your Afiviy, be imployed for His Honour 3 Tet every 
thing you do, bear an Impreſſion of Him whoſe Name 1s Holy; 


Then, from the Antiquity of Elefion, 


IT. Let the Ancientneſs of Eletting Love, draw-up our 
Hearts to a very dear and honoviabl= Efteem of it. Pieces 
of Antiquity, ( though of baſe Mettal, and otherwiſe of 
little uſe or value, ) how Venerable are they with Learned 
Men ! And Antient Charters, how careful are Men to pre- 
icrve them 3 although they contain but Temporary Privi- 
iedges, and ſometimes but of Trivial Moment ! How then 
ſhould the great Charter of Heaven, ſo much Elder than 
the World, and containing matters of Eternal We:ght and 
Glory! Which alſo hath been confirm'd by ſo many Pro- 
miles; Exemplified by Multitudes of Caic>z with a Seal af- 
fixed more precious than Heaven it felt 5 { All which pro- 
claim the Eternal Validity of it. ) How ſhould this (I lay) be 
had in Everlaſting Remembrance, and the thoughts thereof 
be very precious to us! Lying down, Riiing up, and all the 
day long accompanying of us! And how carctul thould we 
be, not only to keep this Charter uncancelled, but allo to kee 
it clean from all forts of Duſt and Soil, by "which the legt- 
bleneſs thereof might any way be oblcured to our felves or 
others ! | 

IT, Let EleRion's Eternal Origine, be an Argument for its 
Eternal Duration; and fo, of the Saints Invincible Perſeve- 
rance to Glory : That which is from Everlaſting, 1hall be to 
Everlaſting; If the Foot be Extcrnal, ſo are the Branches, 
durely, For this good End ( among others ) It 15 tWICe Te- 
corded in the Revelation, That rheir Names were written t12 
the Book of Life | f om the Foundation of the or id ] (7). Name» 
ly, to ſignifie and aſſure, that the Ela ſhall be fafely and 
ſurely kept from thoſe dreadful Aj of :cie:, which the Reft 
of the World ſhall fall-into, and be overwhelmed with, And 
hence ( perhaps ) it i:, that we read of Nothing done 1n Eter- 
nity, buc Ele4ion, and things appcndant, or peculiar thereto g 
as the Promiſe of Erernel Life, the {amb fi.zr, the K1:gaom pre> 
pared, &c, Elettion is an Eternal Fountain, that never leaves 
Running whiles a Veſſcl i- emp:y ©r capable of tvlding 


merez and ir ſtan open to all Couinvrs; Therefore come, - | 
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(1) Rev. 13- 8. and 17. 8, 
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Veilels, empty Veſſels, not a few; Pay your Debts out of it, 
&nd live on the Reſt (k) to Eternity. 


V. From the Doirine of Chuſing in Chriſt. 


I. It is an high Demonſtration of Goa's Love to His Cho- 
ſen: We may ſay of it as Zuramn to Solomon, Becauſe the I ord 
loved His People, He ſet his Son-over them, (1): 
Eminent Proof of His Manifold Wiſdom, to contrive the 
Blefſednel(s of His People in ſuch a Manner, as ſhould moft 
certainly ſecuic their- obtainment of it 5 moſt tignally. ilIu- 
itrate His Love to them 3 and ſo, moſt affettionately wine 
upon their Hearts, and oblige them to Himſelf for ever. We 
may hence alſo diſcern ſomething of that Immenſe Greatnels 
and Holineſ> of God 3; That though He fo loved His Elett, 
a> to make them Ore #7 Zinſelf (m), that Union could not 
be admitted without a Mediator equal with Himleltf, 

II. Gather hence, your ftability and ſafety : What-ever 
ftreight or difhculty you are Entring-upon, drink of this 
Brook in the way, and lift-up yuur Head. What-ever per- 
tains to Lif: and Godlincſs, Grace and Glory, this Life, and 
rhat to-come, is all laid-up in Chriſt; as all ſorts of Food in 
the Ark, for thoſe who found Grace in his fight. AU Ful- 
meſs dwells in Zim (n), and that for you. He is not only a 
Root ſtable in Himſelf, but ſtabliſhing to you 3 Communi- 
cating Sap and Spirit to all his Branches: Whiles there 1s 
Life in Him you cannot die. Th15 13 That makes the Saints 
Rand Firm and Sacred in the midſt of dangers; The Evil 
One toucheth them not (o). Let ail the Rebel-Crew of Adver- 
faries ( Satan, the World, your own evil Hearts ) affociate 
themſelves, and take Counſel tozether, it all comes to 
nought : Let their Aﬀfaults be renewed again and again, 
they are ſtil] beaten off : They gird themſelves, and are bro- 
ken in picces; they gird again, and again they are broken 
in pieces ; Thus it is, and thus it ſhall be to the end of our 
Warfare, For God 1s with us (p), This was it made David 
fearleſs, even in the Valley of th: ſhalow of Death, | The Lord 
was mith him ] (q.) And thole three Noble Conteffors, 


(k) 2 Kings 4. 7. (1) 2 Chron. 2. 11. (m) Fon t7. 21, 
(n) Col. 2.9. Fob 1.16, (0) 15JoFn 5. 14, (P) Iſa. & 9 
19. (Q) P/jaim 23s ds 
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of God's SoufFerpity, GC. 
they walked fecure in the Fiery Furnace, becauſe the Son of 
God mas among, them (r). Therefore Do All, Suffer All, 
and Expett All, as being in Chrift, and not otherwiſe. But 
woe to him that is alone, who when he falls, hath not Chriſt 


to help him up. 
111. Let this your Relation to Chrift be Evidenced by your 


To 
f tt, 


"ow 1 Likeneſs to Him 3 He that ts joyned ro the Lord is one Spirit (s), 
\ an The Holy Oyl that was poured on your Head, runs-down to 
the the Skirrs of His Gazments; (7. e.) to the very meaneſt of 
not His Followers ; and they carry-along the precious Scent with 
TY them, where-ever they go3 ( or ſhould do, as Paul did, 
wine 2 Cor. 2. 14- ) It is Natural to thole Married to Chriſt, za 
We brivg-forth Fruit unto God (t) ; and ſee it be ſuch as will abide 
neſs the Teſtz endure all ſorts of Weather, and be bettered by 
If, 
=, IV. Thi; Doctrine illuftrates that of Juſtification z as ſhew- 
ing wherein the true Matter of Juſtifying Righteouſneſs doth 
os conlfiſt; and how it comes to be Ours: Our Faith, ( or A& 
chis of Believing ) cannot be the Matter of it, for that it is an 
per- imperfett thing z and fo, cannot be Reckoned in the place 
ay” of Perfett Righteouſneſs: For, it muſt be a Righteouſneſs 
xn perfe&tly perfect that Juſtifies, as it was a Sin perfealy ſin- 


Ful- ful that Condemn'd. This Righteouſneſs alſo muſt be our 
own, in a way of Right (as Adams Sin alſo was ) though 


hs pcriorm'd in the Perſon of Another. Chrif and Adam be- 
3s ing Parallels in their Head-ſhip, the Imputation of the One's 
"INE Guiltineſs, and of the others Righteoulnels, are Righteouſly 
Evil applicd to their reſpettive Seeds. And this was a Main End 
ek of the Lord's putting thoſe He would Juſtifie, into Chriſt z 
Gate That He being. made Sin, and a Curſe for them z They 
jou mizht be made the Righteoulnels of God in Himz and ſo, 
2in, God might be Juſt in Juſtifying of them. Faith, in this mat» 
ſe ter, holds the Place of an Evidence or Seal of that Righte- 
een ouſneſs which belong'd to us, as being in'Chriſt, before we 
Gs believed 3 ( as Canaun did to Abraham's Seed before they 
Ry" were born; ) and is given us on the account of that our Inte- 
rard reſt thercin (4); that we might apprehend it, and enjoy 
ors, the Bencfits of it (x): Which 13 ſurely a tar better ground 
we to build oar Juſtificativn upen, than our weak and imper- 
21s " TI 
+ 9» (r) Dan. 3. 25. (5) I Cor, 6,17. (t) Rem. 7 4+ (u) Phil. 
| Jo 12. (Xx) Phil, 1. 29, ; 
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fe Faith, which ſtands in necd daily of the Righteouſneſs 
of God, for its own ſupport. But let not Faith loſe of its 
due reſpett z it's a precious Grace, and may not ſuffer dif: 
paragement : Though it doth not Originate your Title to Ju- 
ſtification ; 'tis the beft Evidence ye can have for it: Though 
it be not your Peace-maker ( Primarily ) *tis yet of that im- 
portant uſefulneſs, that your Peace cannot be compleated, 
nor can ye know that your Peace 1s made, without it. Your 
Record is in Heaven, and cannot be pleaded here, ( the 
Court of Conſcience takes no notice of it ) until exemplifiel 
under the Scal of Faith. *Tis ſomewhat like the Inſirumen- 
zum Pacis, where Parties have bcen at variancez though the 
Peace be made, and Terms agreed ; it has not its full effect, 
till Ratified on both 1des, and exchanged. Therefore, 

V. Make it the main part of your care and butineſs, to get 
into Chrift, and to abide in Him. 


VI. The founding of EleQion upon Grace, affords us divers uſes 
ful Inſtruftions : As, 


1. To fall down, and adore the Great G OD for this un- 
ſpeakable diſcovery of His Love to Men: It is one of the 
Richeſt Mercies that He would not betruft us in our own keep- 
ing: That another (and He One that had not the leaſt need 
of us) ſhould be more provident for us than we would have 
been for our ſelves 5 That our Chiefeſt Intereſt ſhould have the 
Higheſt Security z That it ſhould be founded upon Grace j 
the Attribute which our Great King moft delights to Honour : 
And that he ſhould doit (as it were ) againſt our 1ills; ( For 
ſo it is, in as much as to graft our Happineſs on the Will of 
another, 1s contrary to Nature : ) Of all Bo:toms, we ſhould 
not have pitcht it there; and yet, in Truth, no other grouad 
would hold us: His Name may well be called Wonderful ; /t 
is not after the manner of Mens This is the Lords doirgs, and let it 
be Marvellous 27 our Eves, Plaim 117: 23, 

IL. It ſhews what Reaſoa we have to diſcard and Caſhier 
for ever, that groundlel(s and blindfold Opinion, which lays 
the Strels of Salvatioa on a thing of Nought; For, what 
elſe is the Will of 2 Frail and Mutable Man ? To forſake a 
Living Fountain, and Reſt on a Ciftern, a broken Ciftern, 
What fully is it ! To caft our Eagle's Wings, and truft to a 
toor out-of<joynt 3 who would do it, that is not void of un- 
derftanding ? Surely, Fob was aware of it, when he pos 
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ſeth, He would not value 4 Life that depended on His own Righs 
teouſneſs (4). 


The Grace of God is little beholden to that Dottrine 
which would give the Glory of it to a Graceleſs Thing z and 
as little have the Souls of Men to thank it for : It feeds them 
with Dreams and Fanciesz which when they awake, will 
leave them hardly beftead, and burgry (b). Therefore, fit 
not down under the ſhadow of that Gourd 3 It hath a Worm 
at the Aoorz and they will not be held guwltleſs, nor kept _ 
from the ſcorching Sun, whoever they be, that ſhelter thein- 
{clves in the Covert of it. It's a ſpark of Men's own kind- 
ling, wherewith though compaſſcd round, they'l lie down 
in ſorrow (c). Therefore let thoſe who diſreliſh this Do- 
Grine, becauſe it founds not Salvation upon Self, look-well 
to their ſtanling, and ſhift from it in Time. 

II. Fall-in practically with* the Do&rine of Ele&ion, as 
founded upon Grace : As it was Grace which gave you your Elett 
being 3 ſo, let it be your Spirit and utmoſt endeavour to 
improve this your being, to the praiſe of that Grace. 1. Give 
it the ſole Honour of Ele&ion's Original: Suffer not Free- 
will Grace, or any thing elſe.to pretend to a ſhare in the Pa- 
rentage of it : Let not your Faith, whether foreſeen or perfett- 
ed, be reckoned the Ground-work, or Motive. of your EleQi- 
ons Itis a Branch of it, and the Branch ( you know ) cannot 
bear the Root (d). Even Faith it ſelf muſt not (and if it be 
right Faith, it will not ) gather where it bath not ſtrewed. Own 
nothing ( therefore ) that may detradt from the Honour 
that's due to Sovereign Grace. 2. Bear your ſelf upon this 
Grace, againſt a!l your weakneſs aod unworthineſs: Let not 
the!e diſcourage you, but rather plead them as occaſions by 
which Grace will he manifeſted and magnified, and ſhew it 
ſcIf to be what it is. Thus did David, Pardon my Sin, for it is 
great (e): And Mojzs, when all the People's Obedience 
could not furnith him with an Argument for God's continu- 
Ing His preſence with them z What's his Plea? They are 
an honeſt irgenuons People ? Tractable rw thy Commands « Plt- 
ant to thy Will ? They are worthy for whom thou ſhouldeſt do this ; 


. For they love thy Compaiy, and have built Thee a Tabernacle ? No, 


there is none of this Stuff in it; But, Let my Lordi, 1 pray 


— 


(a) Fob g, 15. and 21. (b) 1/z. $. 21. (c) Iſa. 50. 11. 
(d) Rom. 11. 18: (ec) Þ/aln 25. il, 
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abee, fo with us; For it is aſtiff-necked People 5 their Neck is an 
iron ſmew, and their Brow braſs (f ). Therefore, go thou with 
us, to better us, to ſoften us, and to pardon us: And by. 
this ſhall the freeneſs of thy Grace appear to us: For, How 
elſe (ball it be known that 1 and this People have found Grace in 
thy Sight? (g) But yet, withal; (1.) Look that you make 
nota light Matter of your Sins,or of your Sinfulne(s : You can- 
not think bad enough of your ſelf or of them, nor be too 
much humbled; Only, be not caſt down. (2.) Uſe the 
Means that Grace hath appointed, Watch and be Sober; 
Watch unto Prayer ; Put on the whole Armour of God, and 
keep it clole about youz Your Sword and your Shield, be 
ſure you forget not: But ftill let your Eyes be towards the 
Hand of Grace, through Chrift, for Counſel, Strength, Agen- 
Cy, and every gooud thing 3 And depend on it for conſerving 
and actuating the Grace it hath wrought in you; as Plants do 
on their Roots : The Spouſe, after Married to Chritt, prays 
to be Drann to him (þ), (3-) What-ever befalls you, Remem- 
ber the good Pleaſure of Golisin itz Hold your Peace as Aaron 
did (z); or if you muſt ſpcak, let your ſpeech be ſeaſoned with 
Salt, [ It ts the Lord, let Him 00 as ſeemeth Him good ] (kh). 
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Other Uſeful Inſtruiions from the Dolrine of Eleftion in Genes 
ral, and Together. 


T. It being a Doctrine of ſo great Importance, be not in- 
different about it 5 Put your {elf on the tryal touching your 
Intcreſt in it, and bring forth your Evidences for it : Obſerve 

* what are the properties of God's Elect, and fee if they ſtand 
on your 1i1de. 

i. As touching the Great buſincſs of Salvation, Do you 
ſubmit to Mercy without Indenting, and making terms with 
God ? Have you laid your ſelf at his Feet, with | Peraduen- 
ture He will ſuve me alive? ] And if He ſay, I have no plea- 
ſure in thees Lo, bere I am, and bere I will lye: If Imit 
periſh, Fl-pcriſh here 3 I canaot die in a betrer place or po- | [. 
fture. Thus did Job, when the Lori ſeemed to ſet him- I} ., 
ſelf againſt him, as relvlv'd to acſtroy him yet ſtill he re- 
ſolved to Truſt in Him, aud to huld-faft his Integrity (/): Il ». 
This 1s a Love wrre Noble, and of an higher Extra, than 
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(f) Exod. 34. 9. 1/4. 45. 4. (£) Exod. 33. 46. (h) Cott. 1 
4» (1) Lett. 10, 3. {K) 1S4Me%3. 18, (1) Fob 13, 15. 
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Of God's SOVCFEIp Hy, C _ : 
thoſe are acquainted with, who Conclude, that upon 


their doing The and That, (which they ſuppoſe every Man 


hath power to do) they ſhall be faved : For, ſuch kiud of 
love 15 Mercenaryz He will not ftir, nor look towards the 
Vineyard, until he have agreed for his penny 53 The Other 
00in, and falls to his Work, and leaves to his Maſter, to 
ive him what is meet (-m)3 which alſo he leaves to his 
Mifter's Judgment, and not his Own: and truly, he ſpeeds 
n:r the worſe for his ſo doing. (But I would not be ta- 
kcn to- intend a Contentation or Willingneſs to be deftroy- 
i; This, I hope, is cleared atore, under the fhirft general 
Head.) 

2. Do you Own Gat; Sovereign Commands, withuut: 


<ſputing? Abrakam did thus, in the buiineſs of Jſaac; al- 


tough he could not fee how the Promiſe of God, and the 
kilhng of his Son, could ftrand-together z And fo will Ara- 
Eia'> Children Jo; They know that their Lord 1s a Great 
King, hath abſolute Dominion, giveth account of none of his 
Matters z What He is pleasd to command, their duty is t9 
obey, without asking a reaſon Why ? Or, how will theſe 
things contiſt ? Such demands become not the lips of thoſe 
wo live npon Grace, | 
2. Doth your love towards God, hold the ſame Courſe 
nat His love hath done towards you ? All that God hath 
:vn2, or will do, for His Choſen, 13 the Product of Eletting 
{62 : Does all your Obedience riſe trom Love ? An1 does 
tis love of yours grow our of His ? Is His Electing love the 
/vor of it ? Ts all that vou do towards God, in a way Of Gra- 
142 and Duty? and vith detign to glorine His Grace ?: And 
1c the Lord ieems to go from you, do ye follow the har- 
:af:cr Him? (as He tor, a long time, followed you, wait- 
25 that he might be Gracious unto you.) This 1s truly a 
CGiJike Love; the eminency whereor lies in this, "That 
12 loved us when Enemies to Him; and loved us into a 
'.\kenels to himFit; Anſwerable whereto, we ſhall love Him, 


©\cn whiles our fears may apprehend Him to be our enemy 3 


and through the power or His Love ſecretly worxing in our 
arts, £9-0n to love Him, until the 'Glory of thc Lord be 
!ien upon us; You could not #5 love God, ut He had act 


Wwe) Yui; firſt. (72). 
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4. Do you Rejoce in the thoughts of Elefing love, Whar 
it is, and Whence it came ? What it hath deligned you for, ant 
will bring you unto at laft ? Is it your delight to converſe 
with the Book of life ? And do you rejoice more, That your 
Names are written in Heaven, than if Devils were ſubje& 
to you ? When your fleſh and your heart fail you, do you 
look-to Eletting Love as your Strength and Portion, and 
count it a Goodly heritage? Do you aim at That which E- 
letting Love deſigned you for, and becauſe ſo deſigned ; if 
by any Means you may attain to it ? And are you better fa- 
tisfhed to be at the good pleaſure of .God, than at your 
own? And bleſs his Wiſdom and Grace, for undertaking 
the diſpoſure of your Eternal Intereſt ? Such fruit could 
not be, but from that Seed of God. 

Let me add a few tokenes more of True Love, according 
to its ordinary acceptation and conduit among men. 1, He 
that loves another, will delight in his prefence, and ſeek 
Occaſions of Converiing with him. 2. Being abſent, he 
- thinks much upon him, and gives welcome entertainment 
to whatever may be a Remembrance of him. z3. He will 
ſeek the Well-pleaſedneſs of him who is the object of his 


Love ; By,ghreſenting things lovely to him; By avoiding 
whareygPſra diſguſt him; By a wary preventing, or ſpee- 
dy rewfoving, what might give the other occalion to be jea- 
lous of his love to him. 4. He will candidly mterpret what- 
ever might ſeem a declining of the Others love to him; 
and not be ſatisfied until it be recovered, or better un- 
deritood. 

II. If you be of this happy Remnant of Elettion, Then 
look for ill uſage from the Workl: The Men of the World 
have always hated God's Ele&t, and Will: Why did Z/ai 
bate Facob ? becaute of the blefhng, (9). And vur Savtvur 
exprelly to His Diſciples, 1 have choſen you our of the World; 
[ Therefore? the 1 orld bates you, (p). Whiles in nature, they 
love the World, and the Werld them : But when Election 
brealk:s-forth in its fruits * when once they arc called gccord- 
ing 10 purpoſe; then a Man's Enemics will be thoſe of his 
own houſe. And heace it is, that the very Doctrine of E- 
lection is fodiſguſtful to the World, and contended-againit ; 
wherein I wiſh that (ome of the Eleit themiclves were nol 
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(9) Geite 27, 41+1(P) Fob. 15. 19. © 
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of God's Sovereignty, Qc. OC 
(unwittingly) involv'd. Therefore, think it not ftrange, 
but take it as an Appertdix of Election (q) ; as a part of That 
you were Choſen unto z and as That by which (partly) you 
muſt be fitted for the Main End : Your Lord Himſelf was 
made perfett through Snfferings, (7); and Thoſe Foreknown, 
Predeftinated to be conformed to their Head in Suffering as 
well as Glory, (5): 

111. Having truſted Eletting love for Eternal Salvation, fee 
you diſtruſt it not for things cf /-ſ-r moment, When the Lord 
ordained you to life, He ordained alſo all thoſe various oc- 
currences, Windings, and turnings, you ſhoul4 be exerct- 


ſed with in your way thither; And ('cis ſure,) He does. 


ncthing in vain. There is need of all ſoits of Weather for 
the Earth's good; All-fair would deftroy it. Know it there- 
tore of a Truth, that all your concerns were fore-determin'd 
of God; and that ſo well, that all your prudence and loye 
to your ſelves, could not mend it 5; Nor can all your Care 
and Salicitude alter any of them, either as to Matter or 
Form z No, not te change the cclour. of an hair 5 There- 
fore, Take no Thought, (t). 

But whence is it, That Believers, who have truſted God for 
their Souls, ſhould yer make diſficuir of Truſtirg Him for their 
Fg Man? And jo cumber themſelves with wrprofitable 

urden ? | | 


Earthly things are nearer our Senſes ; and thence we are 
more ſeni1ble of the Comfort of them, as alſo of their want 2 
They alſo ſeem more within our line and compaſs ; an4 ſo 
we Reach more earneſtly after them, and are anſwerably 
troubled when we fall ſhort ; whereas we ſhould carry it for 
temporals, as we do{or ſhould do, rather) for ou: Souls 
and Spiritual portion z that 1s, lovk ro our preſent Duty, be 
diligent in our place, and Corte with ſuch thirgs as we 
have (u); bearing our ſelves as becomes the children of 
ſuch a Father, ſo Rich, Wiſe, Bountiful, Tender, and Faith- 
ful to us ; who always gives the beſt ſupply ; and 7hat in the 
beſt Proportion, Manner. and Time. 

_ Have theretore your Faith exerciſed, as about the Great- 
ett, fo allo abour the ſmalleſt and commoneſt, matters; (Uſe 
Grace and have Grace; ) It is wars of Uſe makes lanie of 
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(q) Foo. IG. 17, :3, 19. (I) Zeb. 2. 10. (5s) Rom, $. 29. 
ad 6. 5. Mank. 6. 21. (u) Zeb. 13, 5. 
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foto) A Prattical Diſcourſe 
your right hand ; and Much Uſing renders more uſeful. Faith 
is the head of your Spiritual fences and if Thar be active, 
the Reit cannot be idle, nor much at a loſs. Faith allo 1s 
2 plain Dcalcr; it repretents things as they are ;z ſhews them 
in their true dimention>, with their uſe and en1, Sce there- 
fore, that vou never hold a Conlultation, unleſs Faith " 
prelent, Yea and Prefident to; elle All will be in diforder a 
once: One Att of Faith ſhall ſooner remove the M ur 
tain, than all the Cattle on a T houſand Hills, 

Laftly, You that havc cloled with this Truth, and having 
maile dilitent jcarch, do find in your {elves thoſe Marks of 
Go.'s El:&; 1t down and take the Comfort of it; let this 
Joy of the Lord be your ſtrength; tat your bread, and 
drink your wine (07 Water cither)with a Merry heart, lnce 
God hath accept] you. It David's heart was fo taken with 
that temporal favour which choſe him to Þc King bcfore 
the Floule of Saul, (x? ; ou ſhould our Soul> be rapt into 
the third Heaven, That F E {Poor -unworthy-wretched-we) 
Shouli be taken | into that Peculzar favour in which the gene- 

rality of K-31 have nothing to dog How ſhould it atteet our 
nca!ts, ani railc up our ſpirits both in all Aftive obcdicnce, 
tas Daw, who danc-d betore the Ark with all his might ;) 
and allo, to all-lons 6 Tufcrings with joyfulncls; as P aul, and 
other Cholun Veilels, who "cpyced in tribulation; becaulc 
this love oi God was ſhell abread in their hearts, ( )\, 

Art thou of thoie who are {/ iſe and Novle accerding. to the 
ficſh? Pe filed with an no!y amazement, and exultation to- 
gcther, (Rejovecd with tre mblinz) 7 hat the G ear GOD 
{10 W19m thoit walt no more than others thy. Contorts that 
arc Ie; and who comnonly chooſes the - baſe and fooliſh, 
_s by io magni we Orace: 1,0! ul. thus go-out of bis wavy 

Ca, IN £1 C3 Qi haih aiſo mage” His call EfeFuzl to thee 3 

ven. them whon thou Walt env ron with a world of teinp- 
MaMLRS 0 0 bitruet its And jt thou ve a man of 19m 4 pree, 
GOL, Wile, OHH, Of NO cog unt among mcn, CVen as 
Eng tits Moto and rath the Lard :rcgarded the e 1n thy 
Low cats magznhcd. thee, by cating H:s love upon 
the ?-Hlath he-taken thee: from [the dunzhill to-fct thee 
AU}CND P THT "WE LG PAnces wt th: V\orkl to come © 
This-15 that Exalte 161 which the poor. frould always © Ke- 
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joice in. Were you the Head inſtead of being the 7a?! ; 
Were the necks of your enemies under your feer 5 yea, were 
the Devils themſelves made ſubject to you; It coald not afford 
rou the thouſandth part of that Cauſe of Rej"yUing, as that 


your names are written 11 Heaven. Are other n:2n proip2rous 


in the World, and free from trouble, whiles you arc re- 
encd to a low eftate, and chaſtened- every Morning * Have 
perhaps} but an handful of Meal, and a little Oyl in a 
Cruizc, ©: Yet think not your portion Mean or bardly 
dealt-out ; your good things are, to come 3 They arc grow- 
ing in the other World; And at the time of Harveſt the 
Lord will fend His Angels for you: yea, yonr. Lord Him- 
ſelf will come and fetch you thither 3 and you ſhall be for 
ever with Him, in whoſe preſence 1s Fulveſh of Foy, and at 
whoſe right hand are Rivers of Pleaſures tor evermore : And 
then you will Sing [The lines are fallen to me m pleaſant pla- 
cs] At leaſt, ſay lo Now. As Abraham dealt by his Con- 
cuhincs children, ſo doth God by the /ſhaels of the World 5 
He gives them portions, and lends them away; but the In- 
hcritance He reſerves for His Iſaacs; To them He gives 1 
that He hathz yea, even Zimſelf : And what can,we aye 
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N ths Toint we are equally congern'd with that of 
Ele@ion, as the Great Compreheniive Means of bringing 

about the Greateſt End, viz. the. Glory of God in the 

Salvation of his Choſen. Redemption is not another Founda- 

tion diſtindt from EleCtion ; byt the chief Corner-ſtone that 

Eiettion hath laid of the World to come. 

'Thar our Lord Jeſus Chrift hath a Body or Church, to whom 
He is Head and Saviour; is not ſuppoſed a Queſtion : But, 
1/ho they are that make-up this Body; whether the Whole 
of Marki»d Univerſally, or Some Particular Perſons : Whether 
He had in His death the ſame reſpett to All as to Some : And 
whether Any of thoſe he died for, may miſs of the benefits 
accruing by His death; are queftions of great Import, and 
worthy a ſerious deliberation : And the rather, becauſe they 
are Points tou Iigh:tly Diſcourſed-of by many. To Reſolve 
which, is the ſcope of the preſent Diſcourſe z which 1 caft 
into three Branciies 


I. That the Eody or Chu-ch of Chriſt caſiſts of Ele Perſons 
11. That for theſe it was that Te laid down Hu Life. 
II. That the intent of His death cannot be fruſtrate, 


7. That the Body or Church of Chrift conſiſts of Flei 
Perſons: By this Body or Church, I underftand the deſigned 
Subjects of his Spiritual Kingdom, or Members of His My- 
ftical Body; to whom He was appointed by the Father to 
be Head and Saviour; and They to ſtand related to Him 
as their Prophet, Prieſt, and King : Which threefold Ot- 
fice He bears pecuiia 1y towzrds the Elet, The Church of the 
Firft-born, and Heirs of that World to come. And of 
Theſe doth His Bod” confift: 7. e. It is made-up of Theſe 
excluſive to Orhers ; Their number js certain and intire; 
and cannot be broken, cither by addjtion or Diminution» 
Of ths, the Tabernacle was a figure, 1. In reſpedt of its 
Symmetry or Proportion of parts z which induced a _— 
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' beauty upon itz Towards which, Nothing could be added, 


nor any- thing abated, 2. In that all the parts and Di- 
menſions thereof were predetermined of God z and not left, 
in the leaft, to humane Arbitrement or Contingency: And 
theſe are expreſly ſaid to be Patterns of things in uhe Hea- 
vens, (4);* that is, Of the Heavenly Temple, or Church of the 
Firſt-born, which are written There, (6); and in the appoin- 
ted time, ſhall be gathered Together to Him, 'as the Mate- 
rials of Solomon's Temple were to Mount Monach, 2 Cor. 3. 1. 


That the Body or Church of Chriſts confiſts of EleS perſons, is 
drawn from ſuch Premiſes as theſe. | 


1. In that our Lord and Saviour ſo manifeſtly ſhewes Him- 
ſelf concern'd for the Ele, as having ſome peculiar Intreft 
and propriety in them, and charge of them. With Theſe 
his delights were from Everlaſting, (c): (a manifeſt proof 
of Chriſt's Divinity / ) And as ſoon as they were attually 
in being, He began His aug} Converles. with them 
and therein did even confine Himſelf to the Ele Seed. With 
what unblievable Patience and Goodneſs did He ſuperin- 
tend the Church, or EleC Nation, forty years together in the 
Wilderneſs; (4), bearing them as on Eagles wings, and 
tendring them as the Apple of His eye! And when He 
dwelt upon Earth, He went not beyond the bounds of the 
Holy Land; where alſo all His delight was among the 
Saints, (e). Theſe He made His Conſorts, and Men of His 
Councel. And when ye find Him with others, it was for the 
Ele&'s ſake that were among them. How frequently, and 
with what well-pleaſedneſs doth He ſpeak of theſe ! Pro- 
feſſing His love to them, and that according to the high- 
eſt patternz Even as the Father loved Him, jo he loved 
them, ( f). And how great things He would do for them ; 
Not to the #aifing of His Kingdom, but the laying down of 
His life for them, (g); Gathering them in, Raiting them up, 


and giving them to fit with Him in His Throne,” (þ), But, - 


for the World, He takes little notice of them, except with 
a kind of contempt and commination z Let then alone (i), Shake 
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(a) Heb. 9. 23, (b)Ch. 12. 23. (c) Prov. 8. 31. (d) Aﬀs 
7, 36, 28. (e) Tſal. 16. 3. (f) Foh. 15- 9g. (g) Fob. 10- 
14, 16. and 6, 40. (h) Rev. 3: 21. (1) Marth, 15+ 14s 
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off the duſt off your feet (k); Give not that which « boly unto 
dops (ND, &c. Yea, though they ſeek Him, they ſhall not 
find Him, (m\). But for His Elect, He is found of them, even 
whiles they think not of Him, (7): The Inſtances of Mar- 
them, the Woman of Samaria, the poſſeſſed Gadaren, His 
People at Corinth, are Records of it. | An all this, begaule 
Theſe are His Porto, and the lot of His Inheritance, (0) ; 
They are the Men which the Father gave him ont of the World Cp): 
For, as Chriſt onr Head 1s not of this Wold 'q); fo neither 
is his Kingdom, nor the Subjcets of it, | 

It 15" true, The Father hath given Chrift ro be Head 
over All: But His Lordſhip over Men in general, and His 
Headſhip over the Church, have a far differcnr reſpect and 
Coniideration: He is God of the whole Earth, but Feſhurun's 
God in a way pcculiar to His Choſen, (7). An Readſhip of 
Dom in107 He bath over Rebeic, and lervice He hath from 
them, (thongn thy think not fo, nor infcnd any thing 
leſs :) Web riadpetrar was His hired Davs-man againtt 
Tre (s), and Cy-us acainft Batylon, (1); whoſe right hand, 
He held, thoveh thev knew Him not: $0, Mozb was by 
wafhpor, (u, But, for the Fiz, thcy are His 7atural Sub- 
jetts 5 (though ror naturaly lo? They are {14 by another Trrle, 
21d- to another Ed; and {6 nntimate 15 the Relation He- 
tween Him and Them, that they arc taid to be Cf 11s fleſh, 
end of Hu boves, (x): They both have one Soul and Spt- 
rit, He and They make 78 porfert Man, ( 3 

That the whoie World 15 pit in firbjeetion to Chriſt, 15 
for the Fled's lake z the power He hath over others, is in 
order to-their Salvation, Ae ws Hoad over dll thirgs to the 
| Church | (5) 5 That 15, To Subjett, Diſpoſe, and Order all 
for the Church's good ; He hath pomer over all fleſh, that He 
mpht give eternal life (rot to all He hath power over, hut) 
70 as many as the Father barb given Him, (a); Which | Grvirg ] 
imports | e/eti07 ] as going afore it : And therefore He ſays, 
I have manifeſted thy Name to the Men which Thou gaveſt me out 
of the Werld; Thine 1b:y were, (that is by Elettion) and thou 
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(k) Matth. 10. 14, (1) Ch, 7. 6. (mM) Fob. 7. 34. (nd 1/4 
©5- 1. (0)- Dent. 32. 9. (p). Fob. 17. 6-:(q) Ch. 18, 36: 
(r) Deus,” 23. 26. 1ſa. :44« 2: (S) Ezets -26.13- (t):-Iſes 45» 
0). Pat. 60.:8.-(x) Eph. 5. 30«(Y) Eph : 4. 13-:(Z2) Che 1-22 
a?: F0Es..17.."2- 
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gaveſt them Me, (5): That in Heb. 10. 5. A Body haſt thou pre- 
pared Me z though chiefly intended there of His humane - 
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Nature, holds true of His Body Myſtical 5 All rhe Members 
of which were wrinen in God's Book (of Elettion) when as yer 
there was none of them actually exiting, (c). He therefore 
prays for Theſe as a party diſt from the World, and Given 
to him for an higher E::d 4 2s appears by comparifis the 2, 
4, 0, 24, 26 verſes of that 17 of Fohy. : 
ii. We fiad by Scripturc-alage, That [ Church] and [ Ele} 
aro but two ſeveral Titles of the ſame Perſons, in a ſeve- 
ral reſpe&t; | Ele } as choſen of God to Salvation z and ſo, 
they are called Th? Church of | God, ] and faid to be Sandified 
b; [God the Father,] Jude ver. 1. And the Church of | Chriſt} 
1 viven Or committed to Him by the rather in order to 
tar Salvation, Foh. 17. 6. Of this Church were thoſe par- 
ticular Congregations, to whum the Apoſtles inſcribed 
{heir Epiſtles 3 where we have them ſometimes intitled 
| Beigved of. God] (d). Sometimes, the Church of God, and 
Varified ia Chriſt, (e). At other times, Saints and faithful 
Brobren in Chriſt, (f). Then, Churches of the Saints, (g) 3 
And Chuw ch of the Hirſt born, (h). And ſometime, exprefly 
( Ele&] (7. By all which 1s fgnified, That the Church of 
Cih1ift con'ifts of Eled perſons; That thele various Appella- 
tions, are. but to many terms indifferently uſed ahout the 
ſame Subject 5 and All as Notes of diftinttion from the 
World. 4 

When Chriſt ſhall appear in His Glory, then ſhall His 
Members be gathered to Him ; The Lord my God ſhall come, 
and { wil the Saims] with thee, lays Zachary, (k), And Paul (&if- 
court:ng the ſame thing) ſays, They that are Chriſt's at His 
wirp, (1: which ſhews, that they are Chriſt's ſo as others 
are nor, And that it is meant of Elect Perſons, appears by 
or Saviours own words, when ſpeaking of that His Com- 
1N;z, and of the fame Perſons who are ſaid to be Zx, and to 
1992 hh Him, He gives them expreſly That Denomination, 
"te 1; fend {forth Flis Argels, and they ſhall gather together Fs 
LE!G} (+4), But as for the Reſt of the Dead, they lived 
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mor again till 4 Thouſand Tears after (m, Therefore, theſe 
{ Reſt ] were no part of This Body.. It may alſo be noted, 
That thoſe who d141 not Rite with the Saints, are ſpecified 
here by the ſame Word or Note of Diſtinction, as thoſe 
Net-Eletted are, in another place, The Eletion hath obtained, 
@:d the | Reſt ] were blinded (0). And that thoſe who had 
part in the firſt Reſurredion are the ſame Perſons that are 
wrirten inthe Tamb's Book of Life, is evident, by comparing 
Rev. 20. 4. with chip. 13. 8. 

III. It was neceſſary, that the Body or Church of Chrift 
ſhould be compoſe:l of the Ele Seelz 1. Becauſe none elſe 
were fit to be of this Body, but ſuch as ſhould be like the 
Head. Carnal] Members would be as uncomely to a Spiritual 
Head, as one of the Brutes to be Adam's Companion. The 
King's Daughter-elett ( to make her a ſuitable Match for hi 
Son ) muſt be 41! glorious within: Not only of the ſame out- 
ward metal ( for !o were thole other Creatures with Adam ) 
but made in the ſame Mould, and indued with the ſame 
Spirit and Underftanding: There muſt be a congruity in all 
the parts throughout: They muft be copies of Him ; each 
one reſembling the Children of a King (p13 1t the Head be Hea- 
' venly, ſo muſt the Members: They cannot walk together, 
if not thus agreed. 2. Becaule this /zkereſs to Chriſt is proper 
to the Ele; It's a Royal priviiedge intail'd upon them, and 
cannot deſcend or Revcrt to any out of that Line. That 
this likeneſs to Chritt 1s requiſite to aft His Members, and al- 
ſo peculiar to Elect Pertons, are both atteſted in Rom. 8, 29: 
Whom He did forelrow, He alſo aid Predeftinate to be conformed 
m the Image of His Son; that He might be the Firſt-born among 
many Brethren: Which implies, that the Fore-known (or Elett ) 
only, are predeftinate thereto; and, that were it not for 
Predeſtination, the F:rſt-59r ſhould have but a thin Aﬀem- 
bly to Prelide amongſt ; indeed nothing but blanks for His 
great Adventure, and long expettation. In Eph. 1. 2, 4, 5: 
he further appropriates thoſe Spiritual Bleſhngs, by which 
Men are contorm<d to Chriſt, to the ſame Perſons ; Bleſſed 
be the God and Father of our lord Feſus Chriſt, who hath bleſ- 
fel us- with all ſpiritual Bl:jfirgs in heavenly thirgs in Chriſt ; 
f According as He bath Choſen} us in Him: —11aving predeſlinate# 
#5 re the Adeption of Chiitren, &«c. By thele two Scriptures it 
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(n) Ret, 20. 5, '0) Fem, 11-7, (p) Jud. 8. 19. 
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appears,” that God's Children, and Chriſt's Brethren, are the 


fame Perſons 3 and that they were ſo made by Elettion, 
But, are Chriſt's Brethren, and His Church the ſame Per- 
fons ? Take your ſolution from #eb. 2. 12. 1 will declare 


thy Name unto my [ Brethren } In the midſt of the [ Church) will - | 


1 ſing Praiſe unto Thee. 3. This likeneſs ro Chriſt is not attain- 
able by any without fr being in Him as their Head ; For 
which Cauſe the Ele{& were Choſen in Him (q). It is out 
of Chriit's fulneſs that all Grace is received : And 1n order to 
that Reception there muſt be Vni0 : The Branch cannot bear 
Fruit of it ſelf, nor indeed be a Branch, unleſs it grow out 
of the Vine, For which cauſe and end, the deljigned Mem- 
bers of His Body were Decrerively ſeparated from their wild 
Olive root, and put into Chrift by Eleftion 3 and in the 
fi:lneſs of time, Atually: And hereby they are made par- 
takers of the fatneſs of that Heavenly Rcut ; ( 7. e. of the Spi- 
rit of Chriſt, which is called the Anoirrng (r), In this re- 
ſpe&t, the Firſt and Second Adams are ſet forth as parallels 
touching Headſhip to their reſpe&ive Bodies: As from A- 
diam their natural Head, all Magkind have derived their na- 
tural being ; So from Chriſt their Spiritual Head, do all the 
Elect Seed receive their Spiritual Being and Nature. On 
Which account he is ſtiled The Everlaſting Father, and they 
1s Children (s). They were all in Chrif 

truly ( but ſpiritually ) as Mankind in Adam when he fell g 
or leviin Abraham's Loyns when Melchiſedec met him. Eve's 
Production ( as to the manner of it ) was a pattern of this : 


She was made of Adam's ſubſtance z but ſhe came not out of | 


his Loyns, but out of his Side (rt); So is the New Creature 
extraQted out of Chriſt's z they are bone of kis bones, and fleſh 
of kis fleſh; ( ſpiritually underſtood ). And none can thus 
proceed from Him, but ſuch as were in him Decrerively afore 
the World ; Men are blefſed with theſe ſpiritual Bleſſings, 
as being in Chriſt, and not otherwiſe (u), 


Inferences, 


T. Let no Maa pretend to this Honourable Relation ot ' 
Memberſhip to Chriſt, without ſometÞing to thew, by which : 


he may warrantably avouch it ; "The currenteſt Mark wall 
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by your Conformity, not to Men, or 'Sclf, but Chriſt Jeſus 
your Heal; It js Thar muſt denominate you Chriſtians in- 
deed. At the later Jay Chrift will know none but ſuch as have 
made their Robes vhit? in the blood of the Lamb. All hang- 
by's and Tvy-claſpers will then be ſhook off ; and thoſe only 
retain'd that have His ſubRance in them. Many ſhall come 
and plead their Works ; what they have been, and what they 
have done; and their 014 Hypocriſte will be ſo immorable 
and impudent, that they't eyen expoltulate rhe marter 
with Him; Have we wor Propheſted i thy Name and in thy 
Name caſt our Devils, and done mary wondertul Works ? (x). 
Of whom our Lord will profeſs, that He knows ter mor 5 No, 
'nor He never Imewithem. {( y). Hi own He knows by their 
likeneſs to Him 53 He knows, and cannot but know, the Mem- 
bers of His Bodv; My | Sh-ep ] 1 know, but who are ye? Will 
He then ſay to all that are but Profeſſw-g Members of Him : 
which will (indeed) be a doleful conclution of their ground- 
leſs (thoygh ſpecious) confidence: Look to It theretore 
1n time, 


It. We gather hence, the fafe and Honourable cate of 
the Church, 


T1. Their ſtate i3 Honourable. If the Woman's Dignity 
riſe, in proportion with that of her Lord ; how highly dig- 
nified is the Spouſe of Chrift, in having the S972 of God for 
their Head ' That Seed of Abraham which the Second Per- 
ſon took of him, was inftantly enobled with a Glory be- 
coming the Son of God, and the Head 0i Principalities. and 
Powers; and no more to be confidered mzerly after the 
Fleſh: In like manner; having accepted thoſe His Church js 
compoſed of, He communicates to them of His owa Condi- 
tion and Nature ; The Glory His Father had given Him, He 
gives tw them, (a\': And notwithſtanding their former and 
Natural baſencis, He reckons them nuw as One with Him- 
felt; and according to what He will make them at laſt, A 
Tincture thereof He gives them here in Regeneration ; which 
alſo He carries-on front Glory to Glory, and at' His appear- 
ing it ſhall be perfetted: They ſvall be like Him indeed, (6): 
"To ſay of the Churches Head, That He. is the [_ Son of God] 


(x) Matth, 7, 22. (y; Ver. 22, (a) Fob. 17, T2: (b) 1 Foh. 
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of God's - Sovereignty,” CC. 
is to give Him all Titles of State and Honour z 'tis That 
which everv Knee muſt bow-unto. His Glory is ſo incom- 
prehenfibly Glorious, that we ſhall ſooner be loſt in ſearch- 
ing into it, than compaſs Encomiums worthy of ſuch a Sub- 
je(t : I therefore ſay no more of it 3 Nor can more be faid 
\ info many words ) to illuſtrate the Churches Glory, than that 


Sheis the Spouſe of Chriſt 5 Hence the Glory of our Religion,” 


and of its Real Confefſors. And, Ict it be noted, that it 
is n0* 4 bare titular or remporary Dignity they are veſted with 
but that which is Real, Sod, and Durable. Princes confer 
Tiites of Honour, but cannut infuſe Diſpofitions worthy thoſe 
Titles, nor keep them from Degenerating : Chrift, as Head 
of the Church, does both-z He derives into His own, His 


vn Prince-like Vertues ; and that as rcally, ( and intelli- 


»ihly tco, to theſe that partake of them J( © ), as the Vine 
> ſap into its Natural Branches, What a Labyrinth 1s it 
both of Honour and Conſolation, That the Blood-Royal of 
Heaven runs in their Veins, and will never out ! But, true 
as it is, how few do believe it ? And of thoſe tew, who.is it 
tat lives-up to the Faith of it ? Two Ends ({ therefore ) I 
mcnation it tor ; 

1. To bear-up your Spirits againſt the World's frowns 
and calumines ; which the {crious thoughts of your Relation 
to luchan Head, may well counternallance and relieve you 
avainſt, Princes in Exile, . or, if in their own Country un- 
kiown and mean Attcaded ) are but coartly usd; ( and 
we jnarvel not at the matter 3 ) which yet the thoughts of 
Urir High-birth, and confidence of Reſtorement, do migh- 
f.iy tupport them unier: Much more ſhould the Sons of 
Col {whoſe Deſcent is not reckoned from the, Kings of the 
lth ) have Ri] in their cye their Divine extratt, with that 
C.roummtereant Reward that's coming, and bear-up their heads 
17 a Prince-like manner ! and for the joy that is ſet before 
22, both indure the Croſs and dcelpile the: ſhame until 
'y come to be Exalted, not only above thole Nick-names 
thy World now impoſes on them 3 but above the moſt Ho- 
ruareble Names, and Sercnelt Titles that are found under 
Hoaven) Ther ſhall it be known 1/Foſe you arc; your Luſtre 
tall be no longer liz thoſe that deſpiſe you now, ſhall 


02% the Duſt of yur Feet, { 4); And then thall be accompliſhed 
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110 A Prattical Diſcourſe 
that great word of your Saviour, (and that as ſurely as if it 
were done already) The Glory which Thou gaveſt Me,] have given 
them (1. Yea, Tou ſhall fir with your Lord in bis Throne, ( f). Be- 
fides, (which alſo ſhall ad to that days Solemnity) This thing 
ſhall not be done in a Corner 3 but as ye have been openly 
revild, fo ſhall ve have a Publick Vindication : The great 
Trumper ſnall be blown in the I 2nd, ( g ) The Arch-Angel with 
the Trumpet of God (h), ſha!l come, and that with fo ſhrill 
a Note, that Heaven and Earth ſhall ring againz and this 
ſhall be the Tenour of his Sons, Ariſe, ſhine, for thy light 
come, and the Glory of the Lord us riſen upon thee (1); (and ſhall 
ſet no more) Thus ſha!l it be done 10 Zion, whom no Man (now) 
ſeeterh after (&'. | 


2. To min{q you that your Honourable State vbliges to an 
Honourable Depo-tmernt, both towards your Head, your Selves, 
and Fellow-Members; 


i. As touching Four Zeal, 1. Own his Supremacy, g1- 
ving Him preheminence in all things : Call no Man on Earth 
Mefter ; (1. e. in point of Faith:) Give unto Caſar all that 
belongs to him 3 only reſpett Chriſt as ſupream Lawgiver. 
2. Submit to his Guyerament 3 ſteer your Courſe by his 
Counſels, and follow his Conduct : Go after him where- 
ever he ſhall lead you : let all your Senſes have their Seat in 
your Head : let every thing te underitood by you, according 
to his Senſe and Interpretation of itz And, 4f there needs 
an Argument to back the Exhortation, that Ordinance Thy 
defir: ſr2!! bz to thy uzband, and He ſhall Rule over thee (1), 
15 as trus and cogent concerning Chriſt ani the Church (:. 
3- Expoſe your ic}lf for Himg Stand between him and 
wrongs 3 Prefrve his Honour and Interefr, with the utmoſt 
hazard of ;our ſ{c}f; let Life and Death be as things indif- 
fercrt to you, ſo Chriit may be magnifi-d in you( n). 4. Look 
to your Head tor ſupply of ail Grace 3 from his fulneſs it is 
to b< had, 2nd no where ele: hold to your Head, left No- 
tions beguile you of your Reward, (9', Be alſo ſure, Tat 
you keep to your Plce ar Duty, left you miſs of the Nou- 
riſhment that belongs to you, (p}: A Member out of its 


— 


— 


(e, Fon 17.22.(f) Pev 3.21. (g) 1[4.27.12.(b) 1Theſſ 4.16+ 
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of God's Soverergnty, "XC. 111. 
place, is(for the time) as a Member cut off. 5. Laftly,adorn 
your Head by your daily aſpiring to a nearer reſemblance of 
him ; ſhew forth his vertuesz Be holy as he was; Let all your 
Fruits be ſuch as are meet for ſuch a Root : God the Father 
is the Head of Chriſt, and he bore the expreſs Image of his 
Perſon (q) in all that he did, he could do nothing but what he 
faw the Father do (r) : So do you by your Head Chrift ; make 
him your Example : and in order thereto, live upon him 
as your immediate Root, and give him the honour of his own 
produttions'z remenbring withal, That every flip of yours 
calts ſoil upon him. 

2. There is alſo a reſpe& due to your ſelves 3” (A ſuper- 
fluous rem, one would think, yet needful.) There's apti- 
tude enough to honour our ſelves 3 but, as belonging ta 
ſuch an Head, is too much un-thought of. Things that well 
enough beſeem the common rank, would be a diſgrace to 
Perſons of Honour: The King's Daughter thould be known 
by her outward Garb; | Glorious within ] and | clothing of 
wrought Gold ] decypher the ſame Perſon, and may not be 
ſeparated. Ye have an High Calling worthy of it (s)g 
and ſhew your thankfulneſs by an humble retribution z Hos 
nour that w hich honours you, by comporting with its end; 
Make not your ſelf cheap ; ftoup not beneath your degree 5 
Make Chriſt alone the obje&t of your Love, Delight, Depen- 
dance ; to do otherwiſe is to debaſe your felt, (t). The Chufch 
is the Glory of Chrift ; (its Members therefore ſhould think 
themſclves too good, and too great, to be ſpent on the World 
and the World too mean and empty, to afford them either 
S:tisfattion or Adornment. A circumſpett walKing, Soberneſs 
of Mind, Hnmility, Sclf-denial, with a Meek.and Quiet Spi- 
tit, are Tewels of Price, and Ornaments indeed: By theſe 
tlc invited Gucefis ſhould diſtinguiſh themſelves , from In- 
truders z and real Chriſtians from meerly Nominals In Chri- 
itianity 1ts no Badge of Pride or ill-hutbandry, to wear your 


| beſt every dayz yea, we ſhould not be ſeen without it 2 


Much w-aring, will better it, and it cannot be dammaged 
but by lying by. Your Budics too are worthy of coniidera- 
tion, and not a little; They are the Figures of Chriſt's Hu- 
manity, and Temples of the Holy Ghoſt; therefore keep 
thein unſpotted, aud profanc them not, cither by fathioning 
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them to the World, or ſubjecting them to ſervile Uſes. But 

I would not cauſe any to err: Theſe ( though Ornaments ) 
are not your Righteoulneſs : When ye ſtand before God, ye 
muſt put over-all the &ighreouſmeſs of your Lord and Mediator : 
( the Prieſts holy Garments were to be ſprinkled with Blood, 
Exod, 29. 21.) This was That the ſpeechleſs Gueſt wanted, 
and was therefore cait out 3 though not diſcriminable by 
them that ſrood-by : Ab. aham was juſtified by I/o-ks before 
Men ; but, before God, it was the Righteouiſnels of Chriſt, 
whercin by Faith he ſhrouded himſelf: Faith juſtifies the 
Perſon, and 1/0-/ks juftitie his Faith, both to himſelf, and 
other Men. 

3- Then carry it towards your Brethren as Members of 
the ſame Body. 1. Ulurp not upon them, as if more than 
a fcllow-Member with them : Judge not the ſtrong, Delpile 
not the weak z Who made thee a Judge ? There's none but 
hath need of forhcarance from others; thou;zzh, for moſt part, 
they that necd it moſt, are moſt backward to yield it ; But: 
this take fora Rule, That the leſs you tee your nced, the 
more nced. you have of it. 2. Intrude not in anothers 
'Place and Othce ; each Member hath 3is own, to which it is 
fitted ; This ic beſt becomes, and Z7/vre it is moſt Uſeful 
clicewhcre it would be hoth ulcicis and a deformity; 
( as a Finger | tranſposd, and out of its own Joynt. ) 
2+ Shew your Co-member-thip by your Love and .ten- 
der regard towards others 3 #ave Compaſſion on the Tp0- 
rai1t, and thoſe out of the way,Cu ). ( a> your Head towards 
you, ) Tfonebe weak or wounded, let him that is ſtrong 
and whole, ſupport and bind it up: If one foot ſtumble, let 
the other ftep-in for its hclp ; Confider thy ſelf, left thou alſ» 
be tempre4, (x ), Members ot the ſame Natural Body need 
no Arguments to pcriwade to this duty ; they do it by in- 
ftinct, Our want of Compaſhonatenels towards others, 
( though it ſhall not dry-up yet ) may much reſtrain ( at leafi 
in our apprcheniion ) the Springs of Chriſt's pity towards 
our ſelves. 4, Laſtly, Lctthe good of the whole have prefe- 
rence before a particular part z and let that of a lower uic 
deny it felf for the latety and affiftance of that which 15s 
more Noble; This, in a degree, is to lay down our Lite tor 
the Brethren, He tho: in thele things ferverh Chriſt, is ac- 
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acceptable to 


ho Evidence it is of your Memberſhip to Chriſt. 

) 2, The Church is ſafe. The Son of G:& being their Head 
» and Saviour, beſpeaks aloud their ſecurity. 1hcy ar?, in- 
: deed compaſſed about with difficulties, dangers, and dearhsz 
, and yet they live; yea, they Overcome z and {hall in the cn4 
l prove more than Conquerors: The reaſon of all. is, Thelc 
y fiead is im Heaven, whence all relief comes; and thac Aves 
Fo nue cannot be ſtopped. If ye ſp2ak of Principali is and 
, Powers, which rule in the Airz Chriſt has a Power aduve 
- them, they are wider kis feer, (a). Their Power of hurtin:; 
y I;:5 much in their Subrilryg but, even in this they are fill 
X circumvented 5 He catches them in their own Net 3 and 
F hence it is, that the Devil has from the beginning, bcen 4 
4 Lyar to himſelf: his firft bait in tempting, was | 1e jh.!] be 
_ as gods, (b), when his meaning was, to make us itke hime 
IT {elf z But the Wiſdom of Go\ turns the tempration into a 
D Prophecy, and Chrift will make it good, (c); as He allo did 
I that pernicious Counſel of Caraphas, (4). 1 he Serpent in 
3 bruifing Chriſt's heel, gut a bruiſe 1n his own head ; that all 
bh his Devices have ftill proved Abortive, or turn'd on him- 
Ot lelf: He ftiir'd up Fudas to betiay Chriſt, the Gentiles and 
> Jews to condemn and Crucihe him; and what got he by it, 
3 but the loſs of his Empire ? If ye ſpeak of his Sec , the like 
) infatuation hath deſcended to them: This nothing makes 
F plainer than th--r ſtill making it their Intereit to extermi- 
J- nate the Church; (With as much Reaſon they might think 
's to unt-1ge the World, or unbuttom the Rock of Ages), But 
5 their 5rojets have ever been ,defeated, and ſhallz (as Men 
L miſtaking their Meaſures; ) and made to luhie ve the Jite- 
9 rcſt they detign to cruſh* The Fg;pravs dealings with //- 
( 7ael, and Nominal Ch iſitars, with thoſe that are really Ich 2 
E are inftances above contradictiun. I's a conitderation orno 
q [mall Importance to our Faith, That all things were made 
b tor Chriſt, and are at his diſpoſe : and therefore, what-ever 
Y . the Church's Enemies have, they have it from the Church's 
s Head 3 who knowing his own Intereft and Incent, will give- 
CG 


dit nv more than to ſerve that turn; nor can they act what 
they have but under his Government. He is Priv=«»tHhe 
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Helm invifibly; fteers the moſt ſecret and violent Counſels 
and carries tlie caſting voice, Amongit other Obſervables 
it's matter of wonderment, 1- That the Divine preſcience 
hath ſo interwoven the ſecular Intereſt with that cf his 
Church, as induceth a kind of Neceſſity to protect the 
Church for the Worlds ſupport. 2. That our Lord frequent- 
ly compaleth his work, by letting his Enemies do ther 
own, (ec): And3. that in all their Devices he ſtill counter- 
mines them; and either takes out their Powder, or blows 
them up with their own Train, (f). | 

But, ſuppoſe that Hell be broke looſe, and Legions of 
Locuſts belch'd out of of the bottomleſs pit, come up againſt 
them, Armed with ſtrength, winged with Fury, Ambulſa- 
docd with policy, Edged with Enmity, and headed by the 
red Dragon; And by theſe is Beiiteged the Camp of the 
Saints and the Beloved City; and the Church as unadle to 
reliſt as a woman that's ready to Travelz and now (lay 
their Enemies) what will become of their Dreames ? Take 
this for your Comfort; 1. There ftill hangs a cloud between 
the two Camps, and its bright fide towards the Church, (g.* 
2, TheEnemies Camp 15 again {urrounded by the Clurches 
Succours, and kept in a Pound, as by Chariots and Horfmen 0 
fire, (h): And 3. That he who fits in the Heavens, will 
have them in deriſion, (7). Ferufalem will prove a burther- 
ſome ſtone to all that trouble themſelves with it. And it 
other means fail, (and to make a total end) Frre comes down 
trom God cut of Heaven, and devours them, (k). « 

But, there is yet a dreadfuller fort of Encmies thar: cheſe 
The Devil in the head of Original fin, is a Beaſt not to be 
dealt-with ; The Church it ſelf (reflecting on (elf, and look- 
ing no higher) may cry out with Amazement, Who is able 
to make War with the Beaſt ! Indeed, the whole of your 
Native Militia, with all the Troops of tree-wi!l Auiliaries, 
will not do it; they are but Mercenaries, and if ye truft 
them, they'l turn againſt you in the Battel : Or if they 
ſtand to it, (according tov their beſt kill) it ſhall not 
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(e) Exod. 1.11. 12, (f) 2 X7gs 6. $,9. Pſ. 9.15, 16. 2 Chr: 
20. 22, 23. (g) Exod. 14. 20, (h) 2 Kivgs 6, 17- (i) Za 
2. 4» {k) Rev. 20. 9s 
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Kings of the Earth; Heruleth among the gods fits at the © 
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avail you 3 they are with this Beaft, but as ſtubble to his 
Bow : yet be not diſcouraged, onely renounce them all, 
and depend on the Triple League Lars | That Omnipotent 
and invzolable Confederation, of all whoſe forces your Lord 
is Commander in Chief. This Lion of the Tribe of Fudab 
is able to deal with that Beaft, and to tare him in pieces 3 
yea, He hath done it already ; 07 Fs Croſs, He Triumphed over 
them, (1); yea, (and which is more) He follow'd the Rovt - 
0 the Gates of Hell ; there he ſhut them in, and carries the 
Key on his ſhoulder ; they cannot wag but by Licenſe trom 
him; nor tarry a moment beyond his preſcript. To be 
ſhore, The only dreadful thing is ſin; the Devil, D-ath, 
and Hell, are but ſubordinate Attendants as Effetts on their 
Cauſes; ) and therefore That taken-away, the reſt are un- | 
ſting'd, they have loft their power of hurting; ſo that the 
Church ftill remains invincible, and the Reaſon of all js, 
It is founded upon a Rock, (m), and that Rock #s Chriſt, (5). 
All which being true, not only of the Church in groſs, But 
of Members in particular, Therefore. 

[II. Let every one that is of this body, be well apaid with 
his Lot; be glad and rejoyce for cver in this your portion : 
This is the exaltation the Brother of low degree ſhould value bim- 
ſelf by Co): Be your rank and condition ever ſo mean in the 
World, care nct for it: but reſt contented with your place, 
and be thankful for it : Detire not (your ſelf) to chang: it 5 
but ftrive to fill it up, and be as uſeful in it az you can, Lock 
alſo for troubles, and think them not ſtrange, (p)z The Capraine 
of you Salvation was made perfeit through ſufferirg (q); +14 
the Servant may not look 10 fare better than bis 1ord, (r). | 

IV. 1f Jeſus Chriſt be yuur Head, be confident (then) 
of all love, counſel, care, an protettion from him ; Vnicn 
with him, intitles to all that 1s his It is natural to the Head 
to love and to cheriſh the Body, and every Member of it 
to contrive and calt-about for its Weltare and ſafety; As 4 
Man cheriſheth his own Fleſh, fo doth Chriſt 1tis Church, (+). 
What though thou be, in thy ſelf, an nncomcly Membe. ? 
He will put the 70re comelineſs upon thee, (z); He will cloath ' 
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(1) Col. 2, 1<. (m) Matth. 16. 18. (n) 1 Cor. 10. 4. 
(0) Fam. 1, 9. (p) 1 Pet. 4. 12. (q) Heb. 2. 10. (Ir) Luke 
23, 31. (s) Eph. 5, 25- (t) 1 Cor.12. 23- (U) Þ/. $4. He. 
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and Glory, and no grod thirg will Ze with-hold from thee, (u)! 
For, He being the Firſt born Prince and Head of the Fami- 
ly, all the pourper Brethren are to be maintain d upon His In- 
heritance- | 

V. Reſt alſo aſſured of ſafe condutt to the promiſed Land; 
Adverſarics and Difficultics you will ccrtainly meet-with z 
Remaining, Corruptions (like the mix't multitude ) will 
be tumulcuating and tempting withinz the Amalelttes 
and People of His wrath, will ſtand in your Way mwith- 
out, or be falling on your Rear, to cut-oft the weak and fee- 
ble 3 and the Serpent will yet be nibling and bruiting your 
heel 3 but higher than thar he toucheth not; your A#earr and 
vour Z/ead arc o0:it of Reach , therefore lafe : If it come 
to the worſt, ye can but die z and Death it ſelf ſhall not 
hurt you : Nay, you conquer dying 3 it' ſhall but mend your 
pace Huaven-:wards, aud haſten you up to the Throne of 
God. Therefore, Quit you like Men, and as Men of near- 
c{t Relation by Blool and Spirits, to the Man Chriſt ]clus: 
for, Cod fill bruiſe Satan under your feet ſho; ty, (x) : Come, 
(will your Captain ſay to you, Come) Ser your feer 6n the 
Neck of this Kt'g of Pride, (Cy), ani do by him as he hath 
done by others, and would have done allo by you z Gzve hn 
double according to his works, (3), This i> the time when ye 
ſhall Fug: Arpels, (a); ard all unicr the Condutt of this 


your Head and Captain, who will now prefers p94 fauitleſs, even 


before the preſence of His Glory, mth @XCC edig J6y, (b % 


77. That our Tord Feſus Chriſt gave Tis Life a Ranſom for the 
Elect, | 


That the E!-4 are Chrift's pcultzr portion, 1s ſhewn afore z 
and what Engagements were upon Him, on that account, for 
their Redemption, will appear afterwards. By | Givirg 
Hlirſulf a Re fort ] I underliiand the whole of His Humiliati- 
03, What-cver He did or ſuvtflercd as Mediator, f:om His In- 
Ctrntion, to His Reſurrettion 5 All which are ſummarily ex- 
prels'd by | the blood 6 1255 Crofs: ] a. alt the precivus Fruits 
of His Death, arc by { Foreiveneſs of ſins] and [ Reconciliation 
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(x) Rom, 16. 20. (y) Foſh. 10. 24s (2) Revo. 18. 6 
'a) 1 Core Ge Jo (b) Fude Vere 24: 


with 


. thee, and feed thee, and Phyſick thee 3 Ze will give Grace ; 
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with God. ] That was the Price wherewith He bought 
them that ſhould be ſav'd ; and 7his tine Salvation He bought 


Ne for them, and Them for It. For, albeit that Satan ( through 
wy their fiee-will failings in Adam ) had got a temporary Mort- 
{4ze upon the Elect themſelves ; they are not hrs; the fee- 
13 iimplc or Right of Inheritance remains in Chrift ; and there- 
bY fore, at the Year of Jubilee, they return to Him as the Right 
Al Ezcir 3 thengh not without both Conqueſt, and full price 
my which two together make Redemption complcte. 
th. My ſcope ( here) is to ſhew, That the Body or Church of 
af Chriſt are efpecially concern*d and intereſſed in Redemption: And in 
ur order thereto, 1 would conſider two other of the Divine 
nd ' works, both which reſpe& the World univerſally, as Redemp- 
” tion doth 3 and yet have a /pecralty in them, as Redemption alſo 
os hath ; ( viz ) Creation and Providence, 1. Creanon : One God 
we was the Maker of all ; but, all were not made for the 
2p lame Uſe and End ; He had a peculiar ſcope in the making of 
a ſome, which was not common to the whole; yea, The Iihole 
= was made for the ſake of that Some. As in a great Houle 
mes are many Veſſels, ( all of one Maſter's providings and all for 
the his own Service ) ſume to Honour, and ſome to Diſhonour ; 
th {) in the World, Some God raiſed up to be Monuments of 
il His Power and Juftice, (c); ( called therefore, Veſſels of 
I wrath, ) (4): Others are Veſſels of Mercy, whom he formed for 
bis Himſelf, (e), and are therefore ſaid to be Afore-prepared unto 
En Glory, )- 


2. Proutdence : This alſo extends to All, and to each In- 

Uvidual ; He hath Power over all, and Govern them He 

the doth, in their moſt ungoverned Defigns and Actions : But 
as touching His Church, the People of His Holineſs, (g); He 

holds a peculiar kind of Government over them, and ſteerage 


A of their concerns :; and rhis ſo far exceeds the other, rhat ( in 
= compariſon ) 'tis aid, Ze never bear*d Rule over them, (h) ; and 
Ss ( Which is ſtill to be remark*d ) The others concerns are made 
"A fubſervient to Theirs, Fe is Flead over all to the Church (1), In like 
- manner, Rede;aprion may be faid to be General and yet to havea' 
© | #*4ayin it; It is General, 1. In reſpett of Perjons z 2. In res 
1101 Nees ” n—_ 
_ (C) E x01. 9- 15. Fudge Ver, 4. OM. on 22, I Pet. 2. 3, 


(1) Rom. g. 22, (Ce) 1/2. 43: 7, 21. (t) Rome Je 23: (2) {as 
C2. 19, {(h) vere Iy- (1) Eph, 1. 22 i 
potſe 
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ſpe of Thinzs : hoth which are true apart, tho not con- 
junttly : It purchsſe'h ſome good things for all; and all good 
things for fome. As it reſpedts Perſons, it obtains a General 
Reprieve, extenſive to all the Sons of Adam: The fin of the 
Worl1 was fo far expiaced, that Vengeance was not preſently 
executed ; which muſt have been, had not the Son of God 
interpoſed himſelf: His being ſlain from the Foundation of 
the Worid, was the foundation of the Worlds ſtanding ; and 
of all the good things which the World in general are parta- 
kers of : All that order and uſefulneſs which vet ſurvives a- 
mong the Creatures, with al] the Remains of our Primitive 
State,was preſervd (or rather reftor'd) by Reflemotion : 
Chriſt is that light which Iighteth every one that cometh into the 
World (k); 1. e. The Light and Bleſhngs which any Man 
hath he has them from Chriſt as a Redeemer, By him all thirgs 
cor/iſt, (1). Thus far Redemption was general as to Per- 
ſors and in this ſence, Chrift js the Saviour of ail Men, But, 
let's not omit, that all this hada ſpecial reſpe@ to the Church 
Ele ; for them it was that the World was made ; (They are 
the ſubſtance of it,)(m): and but for them it had been dil- 
ſolv'd, or turn'd into a Lake of Fire : What the Prophet 
ſpeaks of J/r4e!, was true of the Univ-rſe, Except the Lord of 
Hoſts ka left us a Remnant, we had ben as Sodom----- (n), As 
thoſe days of tribulation were ſhormed for the Ele@s ſake, (9) 
(not yet in being 3) ſo, for them it was, that when tin came- 
in, deſtruction was warded-off. 

But Temporary things, though ever ſo great and good, 
were of too low an Alloy'to be the nurchale of Divine 
blood ; their Line is too ſhort to meaſure Redemption by ; 
and their bulk too narrow to fill up the height and depth ot 
that Great Abyſs : there muſt, by that Gloriovs Archieument, 
be ſome nobler ovtainment than ſhort-liv'd bleſſings; and an 
bigher End than to bring Men intoa meer poſſi51lity of being, ſa- 
ved : The Life of the Son of God was infinitely too prectois 
to be given for periſhirg things ; nor would it be conſiſtent 
with Divine Witdom to venture it for an Uncertatmy. It 
had4 been a light thirg for Chriſt, and not worthy His ſuf- 
fering>, to raiſe-up the ruins made by Adam to ſuch a de- 
gee of Reſtorement, as would on!y have ſet him in his for- 
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IN- mer ſtate, and that upon terms more unlikely to ſucceed : 
od This had been to give a geater value for things of l:fſer Mo- 
1 ment ; For, it needs muft be a happier ſtate, to be made up- 
-he 


right, without Byas to evil; than to be moved with all 


Wy manner of Motives, whiles fetter'd by unbelic?, and a Na- 
04 tural bent to revolt further : For, netwithſtanding a!l thoſe 
of Motiyes and Mean», not the Majo-zry only, but the Univer- 
fality of Mankind might have periſhed and gone to Hell ; 


which would in no wiſe have anſwer d God's End in ma« 


oy king the Worl4, much leſs in Redeeming it. *Twas there- 
YE fore neccſſary, Redemption ſhould have a farther reach than 
0. to bring Men into a mere Salvable ſtate; and that could not 
the be leſs than a ſtate of Certain Salvation. And, in Order to 
lan this, Redemption was General as to Things, even Al that 
"8 pertaineth to Life and Godlineſsz Eternal Life, and whate- 
'er- ver conduceth thereto, ( as will after be made evident. ) 
ut, And this is that Redemption we are treating of ; and this 
Ch the ſenſe of the preſent Potition, viz. That Kedemprion thus 
ricky qualiſied is peculiar to the Church, and that Ele:0n is the Pat- 
1l- tern by which Xedempiion is to be meaſured ; The 'Son can do 
het nothing but what Fe ſees the Father do, Joh. 5. 19. 
of To make Redenption larger than Eletting love, 1s to 
As over-lay the Foundation 3 Which ( all Men know ) is a very 
9). momenrous Error in Building, eſpecially of ſuch a Tower 
Ne” whoſe top muſt reach to Ieaven. It therefore behoves us 
toſce, that we ſeparate-not what God hath conjoyn'd, either 

ol, by ſtretching or ftraining the bounds He hath fet. The 
_ Jews were Opinion'd that the promiſe of the Meſſr.ch be- 
1 WW  longd only to them, excluſive to the Gentiles : Others 
rap lince, would extend it to Al! the Sons of Men Univerſally, 
ev, and alike ; not confidering the Reaſon why the Promiſe was 
all made to the 1/o0man's Seed, and not to Adam's ; But the 
[a- Meſſiah Himſelf, who beſt knew the Line of the Promzſe, and 
was End of his Miſſio», exempted none ; but extends it to all 
En Nations indifferently z yet ſoas that He reftrains it to the Ele 
it among them ; deſcribing them ftill by ſuch appellations as 
ſut- Import a Selett Party; They are called Fis Seed, and the 
ce- Iravel of His Soul z with reſpect to whom He ſhould make #is 
fOr- Soul an Offering for Sin, (p) Theſe alſo He terms His Sheep, 
pets and Himſelf the good Shepherd, ( as he well might ). whoſe 
» 9 0 as 
_ (P) 1{4. 53, 10, 1, 
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01 the Sheep are, and for whom He lay*d down His Life, (q) ; 


An that he might not be taken to intend thoſe only of 
the Jewith Nai jon, He p-eſcntly adds, Ard other Sheep 1 have, 
n hic' 2r- ro; of this 91114; Them alſo muſt ] brirg, (7). The 
Evar-g lift, expounding the. High Prieft's Prophecy, ( That 
tr vas expzdi-ne ove Man ſhould ate for the People, ) delivers it 
thus; That /e (ould mot ite for that Nation on/y, but alſo, 
frat i.e iboul ld grtbor rgether in 0re, the [ Children of Go {] that 
ae [carizzed ab, (s)s In conſequence whereof, they are 
fail ro bc made igh by we blood of Chriſt, (t): ( tho* before 
afar tt. } An1 ihat 4c recom ciled both, ( 1. e. Ferms and Gen- 
21:5, or :h> Flecr ſcattered amongſt both ) in cn» boly by the 
C05, 1) 3 And thus in P1:ſuance of tha: bleA:zd Compact 
m2 © Wiki Him, for Reftoring the{ Preſerved ] of Jjrael, as 
you find it tec riled in //z2. 45. 5, It further appears by <> : 
. That ity were ] She-p, ] wrofe intquitics were laid ups 
on bh 7; And again, v2». $. 107 the v as ſpreſſion of ny Peo- 
ple ] nas fe! richer. Ard here, let me Note, ( for *tis very 
cConnd-rabl: ) Chas weread not of any Party of Men termed 
Sh ev, the Peopie of Ged. and His Chitirer, in diſtinction from 
Others; but with reſpect to ſome pecu/rzr Drrereſt He hath in 
them above ofihers : And what ther Interett may be, except- 
in. Electi n, doth nor appcar to us 3 For thoſe other Sheep 
were not yet Cale4, aid therefore not yet Beltevers, and 
Sh-ep on that account 3 but as they were of God's Ele 
For, rhuugh All Men were loſt, Chrijt was or ſerr but to the 
loſt Steep of the | Eouife of !jrae! ] that is, Thoſe Perſons of the 
loft and p- iſhing wo: Id, whom God had choſen tor His Pe- 
culiars, 3s He 11 the Houle of !ſr 221 from among the Nati- 
ons z ani who in that r:-ſpect, were a ſpecial Type of the 
Spiritual Election. And on thi: ac<c>unt, the Promiles of rhe 
New Coienan were mai-- ftothe-Church under ſuch Names 
and Titles as were Proper to that People as diſtinguiſhed 
from oth. r Nations. 

In Iſa. <2. We find [ 701) ] and [| Redeemed } applyecd to the 
fame pe: ſons : Whether it be meant of Eleuive Holineſ; or 
Attual, it comes t» One : For, bath of them, together with 
Redemption, do refer to ti: lame Subject : For, as Actra! 
SanCtification is the next rruit and Conſequent of Kedempriory 
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io, Eleti0n is the Root of them both z as ye have it in 
1 Pet. 1. 2, Ele unto obedience and ſprinkling of the blood of 
Feſus Chriſt, (x). To be Holy, 1s to be Sacred, Seleited, and 
{-r apart for holy uſes, by appointment of God : And they 


were Atually ſantified by the ſprinkling of blood, (3). In 


both which reſpects, the People of J/7ael, the Tabernacle , 
Temple, Prieſts, Altars, &Cc. arc all ſaid to be Zoly, 

In Lui. 1. 72. God's ſending of Chrift i3 faid to be, 1 
prrformance of His Holy Covenant, which was firſt procldim'd 
in Paradiie, as made with the Womans Seed, (3) ; and af- 
teruards renewed with Abraham, (a); and 1s therefore 
term'd, The Mercy promiſed to Abraham an4 to #ts Seed > And 
who are Abraham's Seed 2 Not the 10r1J, but Believers; that 
1», The Elect ; For, Theſe only obtain Faith, Rom. 11. 7. And 
Gal. 2. 29. faith plainly , f ye ve Chr17jr's, then are yz Abra- 
ham's Seed, We allo read, 'I hat it was a Peculiar People 
that Chriſt gave Himſelf tor, and purchaſed, (9); It denotes 
ſme {pectzl propriety He hath. in Them above 2thersz and ſo, 
a ſpecial Cauſe for His giving Himſelf for them: It allo,ſeems, 
That | Perniiar and purchaſed |] are fo nearly allicd, that: one 
word 13 uſed to 1ignifie both, «i Pet. 2.9. According with 
this, 15 that in the 1 Pet. 1. 20, where Chrid 1s ſaid to be 
vertly fore-ordatned, and Manifeſted for thoſe He writes that 
Epiſtic to: Thar they were perſons Elected, is evident by the 
1, and 2, verſes; And Eled unto the ſprinkling of His blood : 
And as they were Elected to it, ſo in the 17. Þuba, He pro- 
teſſes to make it good $3 For their ſates ( ſays Chriſt ) 1 ſandi- 
fe my ſelf 5 and twice in the 10, Form, That Ze laid down His 
Life jor the Sheep, (c); Which is as excluſiv? of others, as 
where He faith, My Kighteouſneſs extends unt) the Saims;; 
and ke that believerh ſhall be Saved; that is, Such, and None 
Elſe, 

It farther appears from As 20. 23. That it was the 
[ Church J of God that he purchaſed nith His own Blood. Now, 
tne Church and the World, arc plainly diſtinft, as a Gardezz 
Inclofed is from the Common Fields. That th: Church con- 
ſits of Flett Perſons, is proved atore;z and that it was the 
Church He dyed for, is proved by this Scripture 5 As alſo, 
from Eph. 5, Where Husbands are required to !ove their 


— oe. : a Tn inn 
<—— 
——— 


(x) 1 Pets 1. 2. (y) Heb. 9g- 194. 23-(2) Gets 2« 15s 
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Wives,as Chriſt loved the Church,and [ gave himſelf for it :7 (4), 
which ſhews, That as the Husbanad's love to his Wife, is ano- 
ther kind of love. than what he bears to others of the fame 
Sex ; S015 Chtitt's love to his Church ; and therefore, His 
death, which waz the ſpecial effect of that His Love, is pe- 
culiar tothe Church only, The Elders about the Throne 
ting 2 New Song, to the Lamb, becauſe He Rede-nied them to 


Go.1 ov 74ts bloody). Among other Reaſons for that. Stile 


of Ei-rs, this may ne ene, That they were Chok » {rom the 
daySof Oli and their Names written in Hts Book of lij- trom the 
Foundation of th IForli, (f}), They are alſo faid to b2 Re- 
deemed {_ out of ] every Kinlrel and Tongue, aud rcople 
and Nation ; which Rationally implies, That the Buik of 
thoſe Peopl=- and Nations were not redeemed with them. 
W- allo read, that a certain Number are ſaid to be Redeem- 
ed { from the Exrth J and ] from among Men: ] (gp). If Some 
trom amoug Others, If follows of courſe, 'I hat thoſe Others 
were exempted, ( Here note by the way, That theſe El- 
&cr3 were now in Heaven, above the Clouds of miſ-concep- 
tion ant prejudicd Opinion 3 and therefore, no Reaſon to 
milloubr rneir Teftimony. ) And further, Theſe Redeemed 
Ons are there alſo ſtiled, The Firſt Fruits unto God and to the 
L4mb,(h), which appellation infinuates, That they were ſe- 
paratei from the Reft, as the Firſt Fruits under ' the Law 
were, by God Himſelf, Who took them for His Own porti- 
On, (7). They are likewiſe ſaid, To have the Father's name 
Tr1tten in thetr Foreheads,(k.) {( Election marked them out 
tor Chriſt) And to be written in the Lamb's Book of Life 
and thatas a Lamb ſla!n, (1\, Who on that accounts lays 
to His Father, Thins they were, ard Thou gaveſt them Me, Joh. 
t7.6. Where atfo in His prayer for thoſe whoſe Sacrifice 
He was now to offer, He ſriles them, The Men which the Fa- 
ther had given Him | out of th? World. ] And in ver, 10, All 
Nine are Thine, and Thine are Mine: 1. e., All that were 
Chrift's in order to Redemption, were firſt the Father's by 
Elefimm: Tt is as if He had ſaid, All that 1 undertake for, 
are Thine Elect 5 And All Thine- Ele& FT undertake for : 
He therefore reciprocactes the terms of Relation, turns them 
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(d) Eph. 5.25, (e) Rev. $.9. (f) Revs 17. 8. (g) Reve 
14. 3, 4+ (h) Rev. 14. 4, (1) Nude 3 + 13+ and be 10,(k) ReVe 
14. Is (I) Rev. 12. 8, | _— ” 
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* to and again, to ſhew the Sameneſs of the Perſons concerned 
in both. From all which it ſeems undeniably evident, That 
25 4 ccrtain Number were Elefed ; ſoa certain Number, and 
Thoſe the very /ame Perions, were Redeemed. 


is 

l The Ground and Truth of this Aſertion, is further confirmed by 
- ſuch Arguments as theſe : 

« 1. The Levitical Sacrifices were offered for the Houſe of 
# 1[11-1, exemptive of other Nations : And Thele being a 
uh  1ypeof rhe Spiritual Flefion, Tt follows, that this Sacrifice 
a of Chriſt ( Typited by Theirs ) was allo Peculiar to Fews 1 


a: Spirit ; or Spiritual Jews ? ( For he oniy 1s reckoned a Few, 
that is ſuch inwardly in the Spirit ) (m). So, Aaron's making 
atonement for his #ouſhold, and bearing the names of the 
Iwelve Trives on his breaſt-plate, were Typical of our Great 

| High-Prieſt s bearing the Names, and ſuſtaining the perſons 
of thoj2 for whom He offered Himſelf on the Crols : Of all 
thoſe legal thadows, Chrift and the Church of the Firſt» 1 
born, zre the Body ard Subſtance. 

It. The Kight of Redemption among the Jews, ( which ſha- 
dowed this) was founded on Brotherhood ; Hence I infer, 
That that Relation ( ſpiritually taken ) was both the Ground 
and Limit of Chriſt's Office as a Redeemer, The Apoftle's 
diſcourſe -in, Zeb. 2, ſeems to point at this z where he ſays, 
They were Brethrer, Children, and Sons, whom Chrift ſhould 
deliver from Bondage, Make Reconciliation for their Sins, and 
| brizg ra Glory, But, how came they to be God's Children 
and Brethren to Chriſt, above others ? It was by Predeſtination ; 
and That was it intituled them to Redemption; as is evident 
by comparing the 5 and 7 verſes of Eph. 1. Having | predes11- 
| nated ] us 10 the - Adoption of Children by Fejus Chriſt ; 1n whom 
| we have | Redemprion } through is blood. And 'tis worthy 
your notice, That by the Law of Redemption; a ſtranger , 
( One that was not of the Brotherhood ) might nor be Redeem- 
ed, but One that was, though not redeemed, muſt yet go 
free in the Year of Jubilee (2): which ſhews tne peculzar reſpe# _ 
the Lord has for his peculiar Peoples ; | 

III. The Saving benefits of Redemption do not redeund to any | 
but Ele perſons. What-ever 13 one-where aſcribed to Re- 
dempnor, as the ſpecial fruit and conſequent thercof z 1s elſe- | 
where aſcribed to Election, and to this as the firſt and Ori- 
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(mM) Rom. 2, 25» (n) Levits 25, 46, 48s With 41, 54+ | 
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; good in thy ſight. 
| * puts Election and Redemption together, as pertaining to the 
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4 Prachicat Diſcourſe , 
ginal Root: And, that Redemption it ſelf is the Fruit of 

Eletting love, is evident by the 1 Pet. 1, 2. ( quoted be- 
fore ) Elet uno Obedience and ſprinkling of the blood of Feſus 
Chriſt. They are alſo faid to be Bled with all ſpiritual 
bleffr-gs i Chriſt, accordivg as He bad Chojen them in Him, (0): 
And it all ipiritual bleſhngs be diſpenſed by the Law of 
Eledtion; thn all the ſaving benofits of RGedemprion ( which 
arc ihe lame with thoſe of Eletion) muſt be diſpenſed by 
the ſame Rule ; and lo, to the fame perſons only. We allo 
find, that Chriſt's actual diſtribution of the Gifts He re- 
ceived for Men, 1s guided anſerably : He manifeits the Fa- 
ther's name to the Mcn He 1144 given him ont of the World, 
(p): To theſe he expounds that in private, which to others - 
he ſpake in Parables: And thus he did, becauſe to them it 
was given to know the Myſteries of the Kingdom of Gol ; but 
to the Multitude it was not given,(q), and Election was that 
which gave it them, (as it fullows there) For jo 7t ſeemed 
In like manner, the Apoſtle. in Rome $. 


ſame pcrſons ; And Juſtification (which is the next <ffett of 
Redemption) he makes allo an unqueſtionable conſequent of 
Election: 1To (hall lay ay thing to the charge of God's Elzt ? It 

is God that juſtifierh : Who ſhall condemn ? It is Chriſt that died (r). 

The queſtion bzing put concerning God's Elect, and the An- 

ſwer rcferring to thoſe for whom Chriſt dy*d ; isa plain im- 

plication, That Redemption and Juftincation are commenſu- | 
rate with Elcetion ; that either of them concerncth only the 

ſame perſons ; and thar neither of them extends to any, but 

whom the other alſo taketh-in. 

IV. The Price of Redemption was of that Precious and 
Matchleſs Value, that it coukl not be parted-with, but with 
reſpect to the certainty of the end for which it was paid. 
Now, the End of Rcdemption was the Salvation of Men z 
b-low which there could not be an End worthy the Death 
of Chriſt; And this nothing con}d ſecure but Elettion 
The Elect always have obtain*d, ind ſhall; This isa Rule af- 
firm in Rom. 11.7- But for the reft, they are blinded; 


that is, they are left to their own voluntary miſunderfſtand- 


ing; and being lo left, Not only they Do net, but they cas. 


(0) Eph, 1.3, 4, (p) Fohn 17, 6. (q) Marth. 13, 34, 36» 


(Tr) Rom, Ss 33334» 
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ot believe. And Chriſt knowing from the heginning who 
they were that believed not, but would certainly reje& Him, 
: To what End ſhould he make His Soul on Offering for 
: Them ? Why, for the World of ungodly, whole Spirits 
were in priſon ſome Thouſands aforg? Whom the Lord 
intends to fave alive, He appoints au Atonement to be made 
for them, (s); But for thoſe he intends to deftroy, (which 
F 
) 


is always done juſtly) He will not accepr an Offering (t), and 
therefore not appoint it z AS He did not (under the Law) 
tor thoſe Crimes which Men were to die for. 

c V. I confine Redemption to Elect perſons, becauſe Inter- 


ec{ſon, which is of equal Latitude with' Reder:priom, 1s limi- 
2 cd to Them, exclative to Others, The Priefts under the Law 
: | were to pray for thoſe whole Sacrifice they offered 3 And 


what they did, was a pattern of our Saviours Priettly office ; 
Whom likewiſe we find to Sacrifice and pray, oaly for the 
{ame perſons: He is an Advocate for thoſe for whole fins He 
isa Propitiation, (u\. Whoſe tranſgrefſions He was ſmztr- 
ten for, For them He makes 1nterceſſuon, (x), For therr ſakes 
He Sanctihed Himſelf, and for 7hem it was that He made that 
ſolemn prayer in the 17 of Foby. And He Then pray for 
them, as being juſt then upon offering their Sc: ifice : He alſo 
ſhuts-out the World exprcfly from having any intereſt in it g 
] pray 10t for the IWor 1d, but for them whicb Thou haſt gruen Mej( 7). 
And He adds the Reaſon (the Foundation-Reaſon) why He 
would pray for Theſe, For they are Thire ] 1, e. They were 
the Father's by EleQion; For, in all other relpects the Earth 
the Lord, and the fulneſs thereof, Plal. 24+ 1. 

VI. Another Argument for Peculiar Redemption, is foun- 
cid on the Merit of Chriſt's death, together with its Efficacy : | 
He was not cut-off for Himiclt, (3), but Thole He undertook | 
tor; And it was to procure them a &7ght to thoſe Glorious 
Priviledges, which Eled:62 ordaintd them to. Hence I] ar- 
Sue, 1. That which Chrift lay'd down His life for, That He 
Merited; And 2. What He merited,is due to thoſe for whon 
it was merited. Now, the Principal thing inteiuled and 
merited by His Death, was the F{tificcri9n of finners, and 
thar God might be jutt in- juſtifying of them, (a); and fi- 
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S) Numb, 16 46, 47. (t) Fulp, 13. 23- (u) 1 Foh. 2. 1. 
(xXJTſz. 53. 8, 12» Cy Foh. 17. 9. (2) Dt. 9.26. (a) Rome 
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nally, that they nught have Eternal Life, (6). Tf therefore, 
He Merited this for All z Then All muft be Juſtified and Sa- 
ved, (c); and it cannot juſtly be deny'd to any, for it is 
their due by vercue of a pricez and that Price well worthy 
of it : which alſo was paid to that very £24, and this by the 
Creditor's own appointment z who cannot condemn any for 
whom Chrilt died, (4d). His Juſtice ſhall not be liable to 
ſuch a Reflection. Whence it may Rationally be concluded, 
That it all men are not Fuſtified. Juſtification doth not be- 
lorg to ail; and conſequently, That Chrift did not give 
Himlelt tor All. And as for Efficacy 5 Adaii”'s tranſgrethon 
was cthcacions on the Wiil, and whole Man, to Depraves 
why not (then) the Rightevuſneſs of Chrilt to Keſtore z tince 
the Prebemineze, in that very thing, is given to Him? 
ROM. Foe 17s | 

VII. The Doctrine of Specta2 and Pecylizr Redemption i> fur- 
ther confirm'd by thoſe perilous Conſequents which attend 
the Doctrine of General Redemption (as 'tis commonly held 
forth : ) For, 1. It ſcems to refed on the Wiſcom of God, 
as imputing to Him ſuch a Contrivance for Men's Salvation, 
as was altogether fruſtratle;, which is far from convincing the 
World that Chrift Crucifhed is the Wiſdom of God. 2. It 
alio ſeems to tax God of /rjuſtice 3 2s Not discharging Thoſe 
whole tranſgreſhons are aniwer'd-for by their Surety 3 or _ 
elſe, That the lufterings of Chriſt were not ſufficient to raake 
a Diſciarge due to them : Or, 3. It ininuates a deficiency 
of Power, Or want of good will, to proſecute His defign to 
perfection; 4. It makes Men Boaſlters; ſuſpending the vcr- 
tue and ſucceſs of all that Chriſt bath done for them, upon 
ſomething to be done by rthen;jelves, which he is not the Doer 
ofz anc conſequently that Men arc Principals in procuring 
their own Salvation: And ſo, Chriſt ſhall have but His 
Thouſands (in truih His Nothing) whiles Freedom of Will 
ſhall have iis Ten '1 houſands to cry-up the praiſe of Men : 
This is not That the Tord alone ſhould be exalte1. 5. It would 
allo follow, that thote who are Saved and gone to Heaven, 
have nothing more of Chriſt's to glory in, and to praiſe Him 
for, than thole who are periſhed and gone to Hell; For, 
according to the Principles of Gezera! Redemption, He did 
and doth tor all alike z and no more for one, than for ano- 
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(b) Joh. 17. 2. (C) Rom. Ge. 8, 9, 10, (d) Rom. 8. 34s 
ther. 
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ther. 6. It makes Men preſumptuons and carnally ſecure: 


How many have ſooth'd up themlelves in their impeniten- 
cy and hardneſs of heart, and fenced thzemiclves againft the 
Word, upon this very Suppotition, That Chrift died fur 
all ; And why then ſhould not they look to be faved as well 
25 any other ? and fo they lean (pretendedly) on the Lord, 
and tran{zreſs z Not conſidering, that thoſe for whom Chrift 
diced, He purchaſed for them a freedom from fin, and not a 
liberty of Sining 3 Nor impunity, but upon terms of Faith 
and Repentance. And that the Temptcr diſturbs them not 
in their reſt upon ſuch a tonndation; may be one Realon, 
why Men fo ſtifly adhere to itz antl that thoſe of the Gere- 
ra! Principle are lo ſeldom truubled with terrours of Con-. 
ICICNCE, 

Laftly, There was yet another Reaſon of Chriſt's dying 
peculiarly for the Elect 5 They were His deſigned Spouſ-; and 
that brought upon Him peculiar Engagments to dye for 
them. 1». AS being His Spoule, He was chargeable with 
thuir Debts; They being made under a Law, and He afſu- 
ming them into a ſponlal Relation, made Himſelf one with 
the;n, and aniwerable for them 3; It was, in the Law's ac- 
count, as wcll as his own intent, a making himſelf their 
Surety, (1ſa. 52. $, 11-) and conſequen:Iy, in caſe of Forfei- 
ture, His Life muſt go for theirs ; He is therefore taid to be 
made uince the law, (8), (as they were) and to be 
made fin for them, (þ). And bcing fo ir b:hoved Him to ſuf- 
fer, (1), and it could not be avoided, (k) : For the Law being 
Fuſt and Z0ly, its violation muſt be anſwer'd for, either by 
Principals or Surety : And here it was, that Mercy and Truth 
(Grace and Juftice) mer rogether ; making that due tempe- 
rament which anſwer'd the ends of both ; Grace takes-hold 
of Him as a S:rery, that the Sianer might go-tree; and Fu- 
ſtice, as of the mott reſponſible parry, (for none elle could antwer 
the Laws. demands)? And being apprehended, He readily 
viclds to make ſaii-faction, and ſays to the Law, (as once tv 
the Jews when He was on the point of Suffering for His 
Spoule) If ye ſeek me, let theſe go their way, (1), 2. Another 
Engagment was the Love He beard to them : If poſſibly 
He might have been quit of that Suretyſhip, Engagment, 
this of His Love would have held Him toit : He could not 
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(2) Gal.. 4-4, 5. (1-2 Cor. 5, 21: (1) Luke 24. 45. (k) At 
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vil's Gallies, and forcel1 to ſerve againſt their Natural Lord: 
And this bondage they coul1 not be freed from, but by 
Conquering him whoſe Bond-ſlaves they Were nor could 
that be done, hut by His .own death, (m). And, this His 
Love conit.aind Him to, (7); For, Love (to be ſure His 
Love) 1 ſtronger thin Death, (0)s a and accordingly we find, 
that this 1s ſti!} made the Ground and Niotive of His Dy- 
ing. 3. AS the Contract could - not be diffolved, (tor He 
hates putting awa Y 3 ) nor His Love taken-ott, (tor He chang- 
eth not ; ) Sv neither, (as the caſe ſtool) ceuld He and They 
co-habit aid dwell together. C catures defiled with 11n, 
were not meet Conſorts for the Lord of Gloryz Nor could 
they be b ought to a Mectncls, Dut by being walhed in his 
Blood ; ; (as to Teter, It I waſh thee Tot, thou baſt 0 part with 
Me)(p) :'Fhe Church muſt be Sondific 4 and Cleanjed without 
ſpot or mrivkle, Oy Ala thi-g, (49), before they are fir for 
the preſerice of Chiiit in Glory 3 And this could not be ct- 
tected, buc by £s 7! ing Himſelf for themes To tus (there- 
fore) the Spirits of Juſt Mea made pertcet, do aſcribe their 
being in Heaven. (77. 

Whether they might poſſivly have been ſaved ſome other- 
way, 1s (to me) a necdlets enquiry : But, it ſeems the 1m- 
port of our Saviour's own ſpecch, That if he had nor thus 
done, he mult - have been in Heaven without f{uitable Com- 

pany; where {peaking o Himſelf, He ſays, Except 4 Corn of 
TH "Ut {ul mto the ground and die, it abiderth alone, (s); But it 
was not £9004 thar gm Man ſhould be alone 3 No, not the 
Man Chriſt Fc ſus; : It was therefore Ordained. that he thould 
have 4 Ser 4 r9 ſerve Himgz A Charch to pretide over; in the 
midſt of 119m he thould fi 'g praiſe to his Father, (2); who are 
alſo called his Fel. ows, (4): But, his 3lood mult be the Seed 


of that Church (x), the Price of their Redempiion, (3)3 and 


the Laver of thcir Regereratio”, (z). And fo dear is the 
Church of Chrilt, that he think: himſelt not compleat with- 
out them, (a); It was one of his laſt requeſts afore he dyed, 
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(m) Z7eb. 2. 14. Foh, 12: 31.33. (0) Eph. 5. 25. Reve 1: 5. 
Gal. 2-:205:(0)-Cante 8. 6. (p) Foh, I. Os GY Epn, Go - 
(r) Keve 5. 9s (3) Foh. 12. 24. (t) Feb. 2.12. (u) Heb, 1.9. 
(x) 1j4.: 53s 10. (Y) Rev-' 4: 9s (7) Eph. 5+ 26, (a) Eph, 
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sht be with Him, (6). And if the Body muſt- 

be with its head, the holieſt of holies muſt be their Man 
fion ; But, ſuch is that Place's holineſs, as not to admit 
them without a perfe& purity; nor could they, if nor ſo 
purifiel, bear the holineſs of the Place, All which confi- 
dcr'd together, thew ſuch a reaſon of Chriſt's dying for the 
EleT, as was not predicable of other Men. 

For the reſt of the World, they were given as hand- 
naids to his Spouſe: by virtue of which Donation, they alſo 
are His, (Hc is head over all to the Church,) (c): They 
are His, but not as his Spouſe ; (as Sodom's Daughters and 
Samaria's were to Feruſalems bur not by her Covenant) (d): His 
Relation to them was not ſuch as to make him reſponſible 
for their defaults, or to oblige him for their Recovery: 
Howbeit, the price wherewith- he Ranſumed his Spouſe, 
took-in her hand-maids alſo; As Abraham's Reſcuing his Bro- 
ther Tot, brought-back the Sodomrres with him. All the 
benefits the World have by Redemption, they may thank 
the Church for next unto Chriſt himſelf; for they have 3t 
upon her account; as the Sodomites theirs upon Lor's. And, 
to ſpeak freely, the Spouſe of Chriſt, could not well have 
been without her hand-maids: we little think what Service 
the World does for the Church ; albeit, that becauſe they 
intend not ſo, they are not rewardable for it, (e). I ſhall 
only add our Saviour*'s own aflertion in that 17 Foln ; where 
[peaking of Thoſe His Father had given him, that he might 
give them Eternal Life z He ſaith expreſly, That for [ their ] 
ſakes Fe Sanftified Himſelf, (f): which was to ſay, (in effet,) 
That had it not been tor Them, he had not ſtirrd out of 
Heaven for the Reſt. 


I ſhould now come to the Inferences; but, finding this 
Dottrine as much oppos4d as that of Election : Obſerving 
alſva grear proneneſs in Men to embrace the Notion of 
General and Conditional Redemption: (which proceeds 
partly from Nature's unableneſs to diſcern a Reaſon why one 
!hould be Redeemed, and not another z partly, for that it is 
grateful for lapſed Creatures to fancy themſelves Ative to 
their own Recovery ; Partly, alſo from an aptneſs to catch 
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(D) Foh. 17. 24. (Cc) Eph. 1. 22. (d) Ezek. 16, 61. (4) i/4s 
Io, 5, to 12. (f) Foh., 17. 19. 
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at any thing that but ſeems to give quiet under convidt- 
ons: ) I hope it ſhall not be time loft to weigh their Ex- 
ceptions and our Reply together : In the doing of which, 1 
{ball not anſwer every Text that 1s made to ſerve in that 
cauſe ;z the ſence they give of ſome, being evicted, may 
ſerve for many, 
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Obj. /n Rom. 5. The Reſtauration by Chriſt is made as larg! 
and extenſive as Adam's ſin ? 
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Anſm. The Compariſon there ſtated, is not put Extenſive 
ly, as reſpctting the 0bjets of fin and Grace z but Inrerſtuel, 
as reſpecting the different Efficacy of rhe ſeveral Means by 
which thoſe contrary Eftetts were produced: The Apoſtle 
(therefore) to obviate ſuch Objettions, reftrains it in v. 15: 
But, 10t as the Offence, [9 alſo is the free-pift : q. d. "The fie 
Gitt of Righteoulncſs and Lifc, duth nut extend to Man- 
kind Univerſally and Fjjicaciouſly, as tin and death did: and 
he aids a Reaſon to it 3 For, if through the Offence of One, mi 
2y be dead ; [ much more] the Grace of God, and the Gift b 
Grace hath | abounded)] unto Many, (g), which is, as if he 
had ſaid, Tf thefree Gift had took-in All, as the Offence did; 
then All ſhould have hcen ſaved ; for that, Grace hath aboun- 
ded more than the Offence : Which ſuperabounding of Grace 
muſt be meant. of the prevalent Efficacy of Grace z (For, a 
to the ojets of it, it could not take-in more than All: .) 
and therefore, thoſe towards whom it hath ſo abound, 
ſhall ſurely partake of the benefits of it. And furcher, that 
ihe word All might not be taken Uriverſally, he preſently 
varies the term of comprehention; and renders that [AI] 
by | Myry ] As by one Mans Diſobedience, mary were made Sis 
mers; fo by the obedionce of One ſhall many be made Righteou: 
Rom, +5. 19. ASAll in Adam dyed; fo All in Chrift ſhall 
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be made al:yc; 
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Obj. Put, Redemption is often ſet-forth in terms importing Vi 
verſality, viz. That Chriſt gave Himſelf a Ranſom for All; 
That #7 tales away the ſin of the World; and us 
Proputation for 1+ fins of the whole World ? 1. Tim- 2.6 
fol. 1. 29. 3 joh. 2. 2. which we cannor but take 
a literal ſence ? | 
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£, Rom. 5. 15, 


Anſm, Both 
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A:ſw, Both Sacred Writ, and common Diſcourſe, do fre- 
quently ſpeak in general terms, when nothing leſs than VUnz- 
verſaltty is intended by it. Feh, 4. 29. Come, ſee 4 Man that told 
me { Al] thirgs that ever 1 did | when it was but how many 
huſbands the had had; and that her preſent was not ſo : 


widi- 
r_Ex- 
ch, 1 
, that 

may 


large 
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I Cor, 10. 33. Paul is ſaid, to pleaſe AY Men in all thirgs 
when as (in fact) he pleaſed but few in any. thing z and in 
all things next-to-none Cor. 1. 6, The Goſpel is ſaid, To 


be come into all the World, and to brivg forth Fruit as it did is 


them; when yet, it was but a Corner of the World, and but 
fey | very few] in whom it brought-forth as in them 53 (Ex* 
amples are endleſs) *Tis therefore to be noted, That where 
tho!le General) or rather Indefinite) terms are uſed about 
Redemption 3 *tis moſtly to ſhew, that the Church of God 
(which Chriſt was to gather-in) was not confined to the 
Ott-ipring of any particular head z nor coni:ſted of any ſepa- 


| Tate Sort or Rank of perſons, excluſive to others z but fome 


of every Kindred and Nation under Heaven 3 Claſhs and 
degree among Men the Church of God takes-in of All, and 
lo doth Redemption z however different 'in other reſpe&s, 
they are all One in Chriſt, (i). And where this is not the 
icope, there the Perſons concerned are deſcrib'd by a nar- 


| Tower Liſt; As, That he gave his Life a Ranſom for Ma- 


ly, (k); and that he was once offered to bear the fins of 


| Many, (1); That he laid down his Life for the Sheep, (m) 


That they are Redeemed from the Earth: and from amorg 
Men, (n): and out of every Kindred, Tongue, People, and Na- 
zon, (0), That in Timothy (Who gave himſelf a Ranſom for 
All,) gives the Objeftioa no ſupport; For [A] in the 
6 ver, muſt intend the ſame as [ All ] in the 1 ver. which 


| the Text it ſelf expounds to be Krgs and Men mm Authority. 
| As for [World] it hath many and various acceptions in 


ripturez it is not always meant of Men ; and ot Men, it 
teldom intends the anger yea, 'tis often meant of a 
very few, in compariſon of the whole : It would (therefore) 
be unanſwerable Raſhneſs to limit ſo indefinite a term to any 
Particular conftruttion z. as, in part, is (zen by the following 
Inftances ; It ſometimes intends the place of Mens habita- 
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(i) Gal, 3. 28. k) Menth. 20. 28. and 26. 28. (1) Heb. 


S. 28. (m) Fob. 1@. 15« (0) Rev- 14. 3, 4+ (9) Ch. 5. g- 
K 2 tion 


F"-13E A Prattical Diſconrſe | k 
tion here on Earth, (p). The time, and ftate of thingy, T 
after the diſſolution of the preſent Frame, (q); The Extent ( 


and Compaſs of the Roman Empire, (7): The Religion and 
Manners of the World, (s). The Troubles which in this 
World do attend the Diſciples of Chriſt, (z). The ſplen- iſ © 
dor, wealth, honour, or whatever elſe is taking with the c 
Hearts of Men, (#«): To ſet-forth the Greatneſs of ſomething IM * 


that cannot well be exprelſsd, (x): For the Gentiles, in di 2 
ſtin&tion from, the Jews, (): For the Numerous increaſe of c 
ſome particular Party, (2) More might be cited; but MW , 
thele may ſifice to ſhew how much it behoves to conf{ider : 
well the Scope and Context of Scripture; and not to be | 
led by the vocal ſound of words, , 


There are yet, two other Interpretations, which come 
| nearer the matter in hand: One is that which takes-in the c 
{x whole party of Wicked Men alone and by themſelv2s3 as where 
.q tis ſaid, The Saints ſhall judge the World, (a); It muſt be 


meant of the World of Ungodly ; for the Saints ſhall not R 
'F judge one another : So, All the World wondered after the beaſt, 
i and worſhipped the Dragon, (b): This alſo muſt intend the Herd : 
he of Idolaters, exemptive to thoſe who followed the Lamb, (c): : 


It is allo ſaid, that,71he whole IWorld lyeth in Wickedneſs,Cd) Here 
ye have the very words, and alike connex'd, as in the place y 
objetted; which therefore may as well be ſuppoſed of the 1 
ſame comprehention ; and yet it may not be underſtood 

of Mankind univerſally ; but ſuch of them as are under the - 
Power and Condutt of Satan 5 which the Saints are not 
and therefore are no part of the 1//or1d, or whole 1101d, there R 
indended. The other Intcrpretation of the word ſeems [MW - 
couch in the places objeQed ; where Chrift is ſaid, to rate l 
away the Sin of the IWorli ; and to be a Propiriation for the fi 7 
of the whole World; For, Why may not the word be taken 1 
a Reſtrict and limited lenſe here, as in the places forequo- 
ted? If by [ orld] is fometimes meant the World of Un-_ 
zodly, as ſeparate from the Saints; by like Reaſon, (at C- : 
ther times ) it may be meant of the world of Saints as fepi- WM ;: 
rated from the Wicked ; eſpecially when nothing in the 
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Scope or Context contradifs it. 
hinder, but that. | World] in the places objedted, may be 
ſttly intended of the [ EleF] excluſive to othersz as the 
[World that lies in wickedneſs] is of thoſe others excluſive 
to the Elett? To be ſure, there can be no peril in ſo under- 
Randing itz For, we know that Chrift is the Propitiation 
for their ſins 5 but to atfirm it of the Bulk of Mankind, hath 
many unruly and unworthy conſequents attending it ; ſome 
of which are ſhewn afore. But, What orl{ was it that 
Chriſt would not pray for? It could not be that for which 
edieds For, the Prieft was bound to pray for thoſe he Of- 
fr d for: It muſt (then) be arother ; and then "twill follow 
that there be Two 2 1. A leſſer, which conſiſts of a ſele# Par- 
ty, and was taken out of the World univerſal, as the 1ſraeli- 
1 Nation was out of the Feyptian, (e); Or as the Chriſtian 
Church (at firſt) was out of the Fewiſh, (f): Theſe our Sa- 
riour ſtyles the Men which 71s Father gave Him | out of the 


| 1/0r11]. g) For, Theſe it was that He ſantified Himlelf; (7. e, 
(ct Himlielf apart to ſuffer for them, ) and for Theſe He pray- 
| &: And of 'Chelc is made-up that World whoſe fin He tak- 


ch away z and for whoſe fins (even of the whole of ) He is 


| the Propitiation, Theſe are the Men that ſhall be counted 


worthy of the 10r1d 10 come, (þ); and They are as properly 
term'd a World, as that bleſſed State and Place of Glory they 
ſhall be taken-into 3 Or, as the Dwellers upon Earth are deno- 
minated a World trom the place of their labitation, (7). 
2, There isalſo a World of Ungodly, from among whom that 
l-Jzr World was taken and ſeparated, (k)z Of whom it is 
laid, The Devil us their God, (1\; and that #hcir Names are 


| [nor] in the Lamb's Book of Life, (m)? but, the [ whole) of it 


lyeth in wickedneſs, (n): And this is that World of whom 
Chriſt profeſſedly ſays, He did not pray; ſurely then, Ze 
041 not make his Soul an Offering for | their ] fins. 

But, becauſe ſo great ftreſs is laid on the Literal ſence 
of the word, let us ſcan a little further, this World whoſe 


Im is taken away, I think it cannot intend the Vntverſa- 
ty of Mankind ; becauſe, though the World in general be 


BS (Ce) Deut. 4s 2+ (ft) Alits. - 44. = 47s (g) Fob. 17 6, 
\) Ink, 20, 35. (i) Rome. 13- 3» dy Se (k) Joh. 15. 19 


| and Ch, 17, 6.(1) 2 Cor. 4. 4. (M) Rev. 13. 8 (0) 1 For. 
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concern'd in Redemption ; thoſe genera! Concerns are too 
lizht to ballance the weight of the Text : Temporary things 
could in no wiſe anſwer the End and Worth of Erernal Re- 
demption 3 which being the moſt Tremendons Act that ever 
the Sun hath ſeen, or ſhall z the Effe&ts thereof muſt be 
anſwerably Great and Glorious; and conſequently it muſt 
peculiarly reſpet the Ele; for, ic ſuits adequately to None 
elſe, To make-out this, let us enquire, What that [ fi of th 
orli] is; and what the import of [Taking-away. ] For the 
firft : It i3 either ſome One grand tranſgrefſion, or the whole 
Body of fins together: If a particular fin, it muſt be Unbe- 
tief; For, that was the firſt, and Parent to all the reſt: 
And 'tis thus marked-out, [ the} or [tha] fin of the World; 
i. Becauſe it was the fin of the Whole, both Jews and Gen- 
Tiles: 2. It gave entrance to all other 1ins;z they ſprang 
from it as their Root: And, 3. It is the Condemnirg ln; i 
No Man periſheth but for Unbelief; where the Goſpel » 
not, they periſh for not-bclieving in God ; and where it 
for not-believing in Chrift- Or if it be meant of all ins uns 
verſally, then the Text conſiders them az put-together, ani 
taken away at once, as if but one. But be it Unbeliet jF: 
ly and ſpectall;; or the whole Body of fins conjunct 1 it come: 
to one; For, unbelicf is a member of that body, and | 
apttal one ; and. ſo That be taken-away it matters not, | 16s 
world ] is ſafe: the Reaſon is,that Chrift,in ſaving from Unde- 
lief, ſaves irem All: For, as Faith is a Complex of Gra 
ſo is Unbelief of fins ; Take-away tbis, and the gulph is ſhot; 
all other fins diſappear ; there's an end of them, both ast! 
guilt aud prevalency ; #e that believes ſhall be ſaved, I 
the Second, touching the import of | taking away] i. TitÞ 
putiing of it in the preſent Tenſe, implies a Conſtant and 
Continued at; Rtill purſuing the ſame end; It alſo impott 
a perfe&t Act ; not a partial taking-away, or fruftrable et 
deavour z but compleat and certain; as a Man takes-awa/ 
dung until it be all gone. 2. That Chrift alone, and by Hin 
ſelf performs this work. 3. That he takes away |:n 451 
Lamb fla z not for Hirnſelf, (for he was without ſpot) br 
for thoſe whoſe fur:ty He was. And 4. As the Lamb 0% 
Gol; a Lamb of God's own providing, to ſave the life 
His Iſaacs. *fhis Takirg-away is no leſs than a total rem” 
ving of fin; aſctting it at the utmoſt diſtance, and placiri 
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it in the Lavd of forgerfulneſs. (p). And further, to afſure of | 


hings WM its utter abolition, this taking-away is termed Deftruition ; 
1 Re- the crucifying of thei old Man; ſlaying the enmity z and de- 


ſiroying the body of fin, (q)z This was that work of the De- 


ever 

| he vil, which the Son of God came to deſtroy z and deftroy'd 
mut M it He hath, hy Nailing it ro'b#s Croſs, (7), The blood of the 
None Lamb hath ſo» overcome, that there needs no more ſacrifice 


for fin 3 nor any thing exteriour to it ſelf, to make its Re- 
emption Eternal. And, to have fin thus taken-away, can- 


whole i not be ſaid of the World univerſally; the Reaſon's plain 5 
Inbe- © Þb<caule tin being gone, nothing remains to charge the World 
reſt» with, But, Nothing's more evident, than that the Genera- 
orld; |! of Men lie plunged in fin, and are bond-ſlaves of cor- 


ruption to the laſt: It muſt therefore be another World (or 
[ribe) of whom this Great Bleſſing muſt be aſhgn'd, and of 


rang 

fin; whom rerifed : And tince there is but One more, (who are 
bel 8 led God's Elect.) 1 conclude, that they are the Men, and 
it iu the World intended in the Text: For, we know that [ They ] 
- uni 2: of God; and that the [whole 10:1d ] beſides, lies in 
- an! nickeaneſs, (5). 

f Jorg - _ | : 
comes OÞj Bur, if ſome ' only are Redeemed, and thoſe but Few, 11 
and : compariſon ; then all ground of belicuirg is taken away from 
[Its the moſt of Men. | 

Unbe-E ; : 
Gra, Aiſm, 1. That Chriſt did not die for All, hinders none 


« ſhot: from believing, any more than that Many of thoſe He died 
for, are not faved:; Or, That becauſe One only can winn the 

For prize, hinders others from Running. Nay, To teach (as 
" Tf theydo) That Chriſt died for All, and that yet the Gene- 
118 rality of Men ſhall die in their fins, and periſh for ever is a 
zZreater impediment to believing, than that He died only for 
Sone; and that every one of that Some ſhall certainly be ſaved. 
; 2, If we judge of Trees by their Fruit, we ſhall find, that 
- Hind fe Generality of Men, (ſuch as reckon the matters of Re- 
lizion worth ſpeaking of) hold ftiff for the General point: 
t) bly ich ſhews, that Thar Notion has no great influence ty- 
#8 wards the working of Faith : If it had, the number of Con- 

life offs Y<rts would not be fo thin, It 1s allo found, That the ge- 
nerality of carnal Men, and ſuch as hate to be retormed, 
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are the greateſt diſpiſers of peculiar Redemption, as well 
as of Election. 3. To make Faith an Evidence of a Man's 
intereſt in Redemption, puts-by the claim cf Unbelievers, 
2s much as if it were a Condztion. 4. He that will know his 
own particular Redemption before he will believe, begins at 
the wrong end of his work; ahd is very unlikely to come 
{that way) to the knowledge of it: the firft att of Faith is 
net, Thar Chriſt died for all, or for you in particular : the 
one is not true; the other not certain to you, nor can, till | 
after you have believed. He that will live, muſt ſubmur to 
Mercy, with | Peradventure] He will ſave me alive. 5. Any 
Man that owns himſelfa finner, hath as fair a ground tor 
his Faith, as any in the World that hath not yet believed; 
yea, as any Believer had afore he believed : Nor may any 
Perſon, upon any account, exclude himſelf from Redemp- 
tion; unleſs by his obftinate and refolv'd continuance in 
unbelief, he have marked out himſelr. 

There are Reaſons enough, and of greateſt weight, to in- 
duce Men to believe, without laying. General Redemption for 
the ground of their Faith; As 1: That Faithful ſaying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, That Feſus Chriſt came into the 
World ro fave funners, (a); and ſuch are you. 2. That He 
gave His Life a Ranſom for many; and you may be of that 
Number as well as any other. 3. That thole He dicd-for, 
ſhall be Juftihed upon their Blicving, (c); and ſhall have 
Faith allo, upon their ſeeking for it,-a3 a part cf His pur: 
chaſe, and given on His behalf, (4'\. 4. That to believe on 
His Son, is the Will and Commandment of the Everlafting 
God, (e); whom we ought to Obey, though ſo it were that 
Salvation were not concern'd in it. 5. Thoſe many Faith- 
ful Promiſes affuriny Salvation to them that bclieve, (f). 
Laſtly, The Remedileſs danger of Unbelicf, (g). And it 
ſuch contideration> as theſe will not prevail with you to 
believe; the Notion of Gerera] Redemption, together witli 
the General Succeſs!eſrefs of it will never do it, | 
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(a) 1 7im. 1, 15. (b) Matth, 20. 28, (C) Rom, 5. 9þ 
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Obj. The extending of Redemption to the whole Race of Mav- 
lind, tends t0 magnifie the Grace of Chriſt 3 bus confintrp it 
t0 4 Remnant, us 4 leſſenivg of 1t. | 


Avſm, It no more diſparages the Grace of Chrift, to dic 
r<culiarly for that Remnant, than His choofing a firgle Na- 
1/117, and feweſt in Number out of the Univerle 3 and giving 
them Laws that tended to Life 3 whiles He ſuftered all be- 
{:dcs tO run wild, in the broad way, which inevitably leads 
to Deſtruction: And, as for Redemption made General, 
with Conditions annext 3 it is ſo far from magnifying the 
Grace of Chrift, that it plainly contradicts it : For, if He 
knew trom the beginning who they were that believed not, 
ror would ever believe; it would rather have argued a de- 
©rce of Grace and Favour, Not-to die tor them; than that 
ticir Sin and Condemnation thouldl be thereby lo greatly ag- 
Fravated-. As it had been better tor ſome they had never 
knowa the way of Righteouſnels, than to depart frum it, 
2 £1; Tho 


DJ. This leaves the moſt of Men without Remedy. 


Anſw. The Fallen Angels were highcr than we z yet have 
.n0 cauſe to complain, that no Mediator was appointed for 
them. And if any be left Remedilels, the fault's their own 2 
For, if Freedom of Will, as now it is, impowers Men to 
make a Remedy ( /ſcil. by acceptance and application), much 
more, as it was, it might have kept them, if they would, 
10m reedirg a Remedy, You'll lay, perhaps, (a3 ſome do) 
Why were Men left to this freedom of Will, it. foreſeen thus 
tO nicit: Nay rather, why do Men, after lo woful an Expe- 


' liinent, Chulſe to be {o left 2 They have their Option; let 


them look to it, 

Ando Tl leave their Objeftions: For 1 heartily wiſh, 
both for the Truth's ſake, and for Peace 3; to ſee thele Con- 
tefts buried, ratner than agitated, left they eat-out the Life 
ot Religion, ( They breath in a healthleſs Air who make 
them their Elem<nt.) And TI verily think, that if the Con- 
troverted Texts were duly weighed ; (that is, if Spiritual 
things were comparcd with Spiritual, and FHleſhly Cunſultati- 
0n5 {et aiide,) the preſent Dittcrences would quickly be com- 
pod, being moſtly fomented by a locſe and luxuriant way 
ot Philoſophizing in Divinityz and by holding to words of 
an indefinite tignification, iucre than the ſcope and context. 
Inferences, 


Inferences, / 
1, Upon what hath been ſaid of the Work and Ends of 


Redemption, I would turn ( a while) to thuſe of the Ge- 


neral puint; 1 mean not ſuch as are Men profeſſing Godli. 
neſs; (too many of which are yet leaven'd with it ) but 
thoſe very ſordid and ditingenuous Spirits, who pretend to 
a General Ranlom, ( covering themſelves with the ſhadow of 
it } and yet, ftudy nothing leſs than to anſwer its Ends; 
Who Dream of Redemption from Hell ; but, for Redemp- 
tion from Sin, it comes not into their mind : They contend, 
that Chriſt dicd for All; and yer, carry it as if He died 
for Noae ; at leaſt, not for them : for they have no Mark or 
tinture of ſuch a Redemption upon them 3 but remain evi- 
dently Bond-{laves of Corruption. Can you think, that the 
Son of Gu died for you, whiles you deſpiſe a living to Him ; 
Hate them that love Him z oppoſe whatever 1s dear to Him ; 
and periecute to the death, ( if your line would reach it ) 
thole that have any ſpecial mark of Redemption upon them ? 
Did He make His Soul an Offering, for tin, to procure Men a 
Liberty of finning ? Or, was Chriſt Crucitied, that the Body 
of fin might remain unmortified z yea, get ground, and bz 
the more rampant upon't ? Is this your kindneſs to your 
Friend, to he ftoin love with His Enemies, (the Spear and 
the Nails that piercd Him ) that you'l ſpend and be ſpent 
for the Service of your Luſts? He dycd, that thoſe he dy- 
ed for might live; Live towhom ? Not to themſelves, but 
to him that dyed tor them : And did you really believe that 
He died for yuu, you could nor but ſo judge, His Love would 
conſtrain you. Redeemed Ones are the Lord's Freemen ; 
and you are free to nuthing but the Devil and Sin. Is this 
the Badge of your Freedom? "The Cogniſance by which 
the Subjetts of Chiiſt are known from Rebels ? No, tis 
the Rebels Brand, and you'l find it at laſt, This is That 
will aggravate vour Condemnation, ani make it a Condem- 
nation to purpote, thus to deny the Lord that bought you : 
You are haters of God, and h&1 make you to feel it ; wrath 
will come upon you to the uttermoſt. If God ſpared not 
his own Son, who nad no fin ( but by imputation ) how ſhall 
he ſpare you tat are nothing elſe but fin 5 ze that deſpiſed 
Moſes's Law, dy2# withour Mercy: Of bow much ſorer puniſhment 
fhall ke be thought warihz, who bath trodden under fort the Son of 
God; 2:4 counted thar Eload which you pretend to believe ) 

| was 
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was ſhed for your Redemption, an unboly thing, Heb. 10. 28, 29. 
The wrath of the Lamb is dreadful ! He*l tear you in pieces, 


of and none ſhall deliver you. Bethink your ſelf ( therefore ) 
ny in time: Conſider how you ſhall bear that weight of wrath 
Ilt- which the Son of God funk under! There is vet hope con- 


cerning this thing, and if ye have any mind to eſcape, de- 
lay it not : If ye will enquire, enquire to purpoſe 3 Keturn and 
come 4 For, 

; 11. The- Dodtrine of Peculiar Redemption may not be 
taken to diſcourage or weaken the hopes of any, in their 
a, ; coming to Chriſt for Salvation z any more than That Many 
G K fall ſeck, and ſhall not be able 19 enter, ſhould keep Men from 
or KF firiving : but, on the contrary, ( which alſo was Chrift's | 
+” intent 1n telling us ſo ) it ſhould quicken our Diligence and 
_ Specd in going to him, leſt the Door ſhuuld be ſhut 3 which 
» | 15 Czrtainly open whiles he calls- Suppoſe the worft ; Sup- | 
| poſe ( I lay ) that your Intereſt in Redemption were only as | 
it is General z 7. e. for temporal Mercies, even That deſerves | 
., all you can do, and more. What Criminal 15 it, that lying 
I at his Prince's Mercy, would not think himſelf Obliged to | 
T ſpend the time of his Reprievement in his Prince's Service z 4 


, 
) 
> 
2 
J D. 
- eſpecially conſidering, that even that Service ſhall have its | 
* Reward ? But, why will ye ſhut out your ſelf? No Man is | 
| I namely exempted; and for any to exclude himſelf, is to | 
= in againſt his own Soul ; and to be a ſecond time, guilty of | 
: deſtroying himſelf. Put it upon _the Tryal: You can loſe} 
; nothing by venturing ; but All without. Who can tell, but! 
your Name may be written on the High-Prieft's Breaſt-| 
plate z as well as Reuben's or Fudah's? Beiides, you have no 
way to prove it, but by going to ſee; which never any, un, 
= zc0d earneſt, did, but they found it ſo. | | 
; 11. From what hath been ſaid of Redemption, as peculzar ral 
= the Eleft ; with the plaufible ſhe ws brought againſt it; T infer, | 
| The Important Neceſhiy of Trying the Spirits, and ng 
E Dotet:ines they bring, whether they be of God. A plautt- 
E ble outſide, and fair ſhew in the fleſh, are no Argument 0 
E: Truth in the bottom : Takingneſs with Nature, ſhould ren 
7 der things ſuſpicious to us, rather than approved. Our be 
Rule of Judgment in this caſe, is that of our Saviour 3 The 
Tree is knoren by its Fruits, And if by this w& meaſure the 
general point, it will be found wanting in what it pretend 
to, and not-a little Reprovable : For, 1. Inftead of Magnis 
fying the Grace of Chriſt, and Merit of His ſolbecingy if 
0 
at 


| 
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does (in effet) Nullifie both : Tt makes Redemption gene- 
ral as to Perſons, but not as to Things: It Redeems the 
whole of Mankind from part of their bondage, but no part 
of them from the whole; Or upon ſuch a Condition as no 
Man in Nature is able to perform: which is too defettive to 
be the Device of Sovercign Wiſdom and Grace. That can- 
not be called a Catho/icon, or General Remedy, that ſuffers 

it {elf to be generally Worſted by the Diſeaſe 3 Nor that a 

perfett Redemption which leaves ftill under Bondage. 1 

doubt not at all, That the Bluod of the Son of God in our 

Nature, is of infinite Merit 5 but withal, that it is of like 
infinite Virtue and Efficacy, and will for ever operate ac- 
cordingly. But, if the {ucceſs and ſaving ettetts thereof 
ſhoul4 depend upon ſomething to be done by Men, which 
Redemption it iclf doth not Inveſt them with : then will 
Men come-in for a ſhare with Chriſt, in the Glory of their 
Salvation : yea, in this caſe, any addition of humane abili- 
ty, annihilates the Grace of Chriſt, (þ) : Whereas, to depend 
upon Chriſt for Santtification as well as Rigiteouſneſs 
To expect from Him a Power to Repent and Believe, a5 well 
- as Acceptance upon your believing gives Him His true ho- 
nour, as entitling Him to the whote of your Salvation; which 
Is ( indeed ) His proper Due, and due to Him alone. And 
| this may be a main Realon, why Men profellinz the Name 
# of Chrilt, are ſo generally ftrangers to Faith and Holinets ; 
| They do not ſeek it at the handz of Chritt, (27), as a part of 
& His purchale ; but rely on their own ability. 2. In ftead of 
$ Jaying a Foundation for Faith, and an hclp to believing ; 
+ the General Dottrine nuzzles the Soul in its UnÞelicf, upon 
& a Preſumption of Power in himlelt to believe wken he 
Ss will: We little think how much Preſumption and Carnal 
Security derive from this Root ; whereas Peculiar Redempti- 
# on in the vigour and latitude of it, (v7. as procuring for 1s 
& a Right to Faith and Holineſs, with the Spirit or Chriſt to 
W work them effe(tually in us;) is a far greater incouragement 
s to apply our ſclvcs to Chriſt tor them, as a part of His pur- 
# chale, (1), and that without which we' cannot partake the 
; other benefits of His Death. And I cannot but think, that 
= any Man in his right mind. (I) (upon a due enquiry, and 
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t:orow conſidering the Matter) would rather depend upon 
ſich a Redemption as redeems from all iniquity 3 though 
the Perſons concern'd in that Redemption, be but few ; ) 
that on That which is ſuppoſed to Redeem All Univerſally 
upon condirion of Faith and Repentance 3 but does not Re- 
deem from Impenitency and Unbelief., In that Redemption 
It my part be, that ſaves from fin ; that flays the enmity 5 
that reconciles to God effeftually.; that makes an end of Sin, 
and brings in Everlaſting Rightcouſnets z that does not only 
bring into a Salvable ſtate conditionally z but Works ailo and 
maintains thoſe Conditions and Qualifications that have Sal 
vation at the end of them. | 

IV. If Chriſt gave Himſelt a Ranſem for the Elect 3 then 
13 Redemption allo of Grace ; and fie2 as Flettion it felt; 
which beſpcaks both our thankful remembrance, and all 
ſ{lf-denial. There's a great aptnels to forget our Original 3 
to pay Tribute where 'tis not duc, and to with-hold it where 
it is. *Twaz needful Counſel of Old, and no lefs at this 
day 3 Te that follow after Righteouſneſs, look to the Rock whence 
you were hewen, Iſa. 51. 1. Your Redeemer firſt brought 
you out of nothing 3 and when you had fold your ſelves tor 
nought, He Himlelf became your Ranſom, though he need- 
ed you not : See therefore, that ye aſcribe all to His Love. 
It was not any betterneſs of yours that gave you preference 
in Redemption 3 nor was it your ingenuous compliance that 
made Redemption effectual to you : (thoſe are flight preten=- 
ces.) Had not your Redeemer bought you from your ſelf, 
Releaſed you from your imaginary Freedom, and ſaved you 
from Unbelief; you had never known what this Redemption 
had meant, nor what it 15s to be Free indeed. No, it was 
purely your Redeemer's Love : He valued you as being his 
Father's Gifrz and as given to be one with Himſeltz #e 
therefore loved you, and gave himſelf for you. When you were 
in your Blood, and no Eye piticd you; (no not your own) 
Then was the time of his Love: cven then he acceptcd the 
Motion made by hzs Father ani yours, and fgncd the Con- 
tract, He knew both your weight and your worth 3 your 
Natural unftneſs tor him, and aveiſneſs to the Match : 
He alto knew what it muſt cott him to make you both meet 
an(l willing ; and that it was fo ftupendious a wort, that 
all the Hoſts of Heaven woul have broke-under. He fur- 
ther knew, that after all he ſhould co and luffer for you, 
you 
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you could not Advantage him in the leaſt ; only he ſhould 
have the ſatisfaction to have made you happy againſt your 
willz and yet he declind it not; He came Jeapirg upon the 
Mountains, and sipoing over the Fills, ( of Death and Dirficul- 
tics ) as longing-for, and delighting to be in that work : 
He was ftreizhtnel till ic was accompliſhed ; Such was the 
intenſeneſs of his Love to you! And a great deal adoe he 
had with your Wills bctore you were brought to be willing. 
And for all this, he only expetts, you will carry it worthy 
of ſo great a Lover, and ſuch Mariner of Love: Which is ( in 
_ effect ) but te accept of, and continue 1n, his Love, and be 
willing he ſhould fave y.u freely; and own this Love of 
his, as the immecdliate Fountaln whence your happineſs is 
derived. 

V. Since Your propriety in Redemption is Founded in 
EleGting Love, give all diligence to make your Election lure : 
Spare not for pains; it> Fruit will be worth all the Labour 
and Coft you can lay-out upon it ; If clear in this point, 
the whole Body will be full of Light. And among other 
Evidences of Election, review the Marks ſpecified afoie un- 
der that head, Make-out alſo your Intereſt in Redemption, 
by walking worthy of Redeeming Love ; which cannot be, 
but by doing and being ſomething more than others z, ſome 
ſingular thing mutt warran: your claim to that ſingular Privi- 
ledge : Hold forth ( therefore ) in your life, the effects of your 
Union with Chriſt in his death: Let the fcope of Redemp- 
tion be the ſcope of your Converſation. You have no ſuch 
way ( if I may lo ſpeak ) to gratihe your Redeemer, as bv 
letting him ſce of the '{ravel of his Sou] : A through New- 
neſs of Life, with a total devoting your ſelt to God, will 11- 
luſtrate Redemption nat a-little z . and proclaim convincingly 
both its Merit and Efficacy. It will allo be a good Othce 
done to your ielves, as an Evidence ct your ſpecial Concern 
in Redemption; and much more vindlicate your GChriſtiani- 
ty, than formal Protcliion, or eager conteits. And in Or- 
der to this, 1. Detcrmine to know nothing but Feſus Chriſt, 
and Him Crucificd : Count ali.things elle not worth your 
knowing ; for in truth ) ali knowledge elle will come to no- 
thing. Lect all { therefore ) be Joſs and dung for the Excellency 
of the knowledge of Chriſt Fefus our Lord, Phil. 3. 8. And ſtudy 
the Dotrine of His Croſs; that ye may not ftand by and 
hear Him detam'd, and not hayca word to fav tor Him 5 
S0- 


So alſo obſerve Him, that when the World and He part, you 
may know your own Maſter, and be known by Him. 2. Let 
nothing be fo dear to you, as not to part with it for your 
Redeemer when calle1for; and rile early to do it : Take 
up your Croſs, end enure you ſelf to the bearing of it, be« 
fore it be lay'd on : The Lord parted with His Delight for 
you from Eternity 3 there is nothing more Reaſonable, nd- 
thing more Natural to an heart rightly poſtur'd, than to 
love and live to Him who died for yon ; And whoever hath 
known the Grace of God, and the Love of Chrift, in truth, 
cannot but ſo judge. 3, Deal with Sin according to its 
kind z the dreadful nature whercof nothing diſcovers, nor 
can, but Hell it ſeif, and the ſufferings of Chrift ; and 
moſtly Theſe : Let it die no other death, but that of the 
Crols ; and the more it cries-out to be ſpar d, the more ur- 
gently cry-out you, that it may be Crucined. 4. Let not 
Chrift be divided: His Offices are requitlitely conjoynd, 
and cannot be ſeparated with our ſecurity z nay, not. with- 
out our certain ruine. Know him therefore for your Pro- 
phet and Lord as well as your Redeemer ; and for your 
Wiſdom and SanQifhcation as well as your Righteouſnels ; 
{One and All.) Take Orders from Him as your Captain Ge- 
neral 3 Receive your Law from his Mouth 3; whatever He 
bids you do, Do it : Follow Him where-ever He goes; and 
Carry it as becomes His Attendants : 'The Armies -in Hea- 
ven follow Him upon white Horſes, and arayed in white ; 
Be not your own DireQtor in any thing, nor over-haſty ; Stir 
not up your Beloved until He pleaſe ; but await His Counſel 
and Cendua, as preferring His Knowledge of Times and 
Seaſons, with the manner and method uf His working an4 
preſcribing, before your own. +5. Let nothing divide you 
from Chriſt : Let nothing but Death,yca, let nor Death it ſelf 
{eparate between you and Him. Nothing you lee coull ſe- 
parate Him from youz nay, had it not becn for you, and 
ſuch as you are, He had nut dyed ; Ie are not our own, we 
are byught with a price (a), which is the highelt engagement 
in every State and Duty, whether living or dying :0 be the 
Lords, (b). 

VI.Chriſt's giving himſelf a Ranſom for you, warrants your 
largeſt Expettation of good things from Him; Whit ts 
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too great to be partoned ? or iniquities ſo ſtubborn as not 
to be ſubdued 2 (c) or Graces ſo precious, as not to be ob- 
tained? The Lord delights in nothing more than Mercy; 
the only Bar was Sin 3 which being diſſolved by the Blood 
of Chriſt, Grace and Glory run freely. The making us 
Kings and Priettz unto God, yea, One in the Father and Him- 
felf (4), being the thing He died forz no inferiour good 
thing can be with-holden from us. ' Faith and Holineſs are 
great things indeed, and highly to be valued : yet ler me 
lay, that even thele, and all other good things laid toge- 
ther, will be but a very little heap to that Grace which 
put us into Chriſt ; the Honour and Priviledse of Union 
with Himz and the Price He hatht paid for our Ranſom : 
Eerein 4s love, that Gol ſerr 1s $99 to be the Propittation for 
our fins, (e): The Purchale is paid, Releaſes are Scal'd, and 
He in Pofſeſhon ; all things are realy; it is now but His 
Giving forth the Revenue that lies by Him, which allo He 
delights to do. 

Other Notes of Uſe this Dottrine affords 5 which I can 
but touch, as Forathan the Honey : 1. It ſhews the high 
eltcem that Go.l has for his Choſen 3 whom He went Him- 
{elf ro Redeem, and purchaſed with his own blood, { f ).2.That 
by this Standard thoſe Favourites of Heaven ſhuuld value 
themſelves; not weighing the Worlds contempt, nor cloul- 
ing thoſe Marks of worth, Redemption has put upon them. 
3- It ſhews the contagious Nature of Sin; the deadly Ve- 
nom whcreof, nothing but the precions Blood of the Holy 
One could poſhbly antidote 53 nor withſtand the Torrent of 
that ficrv Lake ; As allo its Dreadfulnels, in that the Son of 
Go died in the Confiitt. 4. It argues the Greatneſs and 
Preciouſnels of the Soul; the Redemption whereof had 
ccaled for ever, it Chriit the Son of God, had not made His 
own Soul an O-ring for it. 5. 'Fhat the World is not-a- 
lictle beholden to God's Pcople for alt the good things they 
poſſeſs ; for they have them on their account, and ſhouli 
therefore afford them better Quarter. 6. 'I hat God will nor 
lightly pals-by the wrongs done to His People : Redemption 
hath made them Kinzs,(g'; againſt whom even hard Spee- 
ches are criminal : How {evercly then will He make inqui- 
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{ticn for Blood, (Bb)! 7. It argues the 45/olutereſs of Eletti- 
on, for that an infinite Price was irrevocably decreed and 
paid, to confirm its title. And it alſo evinces the abſolute Free- 
roſs and I»dep:ndenc; of Eleting Love: fince Creatures could 
rot poſſibly deſerve or be worthy of ſo great a Ranſom. 
. It ivfers the exceeding weightineſs of that Glory which 
cquired ſo vaſt a Price, and could not be had for Jeſs. 
.iftly, It further yiclds a Chief Corner-Stone for the Saints 
erfeverance: For, (1) They are not Now at their own 
poſe 4 Redemption has transferd their Tile to another, 
ho loves them better than to leave them expos'd to a ſe- 
cond Lapſe, from which there 15 no Recovering: (2) Re. 
ecmption being a vaiuable Conhderation, and fo accepted z 
een the Righreorſnecſs of God 1s ingaget to ſave them z; and 
muſt rherctore prevent, remove, or over-rule, what- 
ever would hinder that . Salvation. On ali which Ac- 
counts (and others) Redemption thould be much the Subs 
j-& of orr Diſcourſe and Contemplation © It was the Firſt- 
burn Promiſe after the Fall; by the Repeatments whereof, 
and further Explanations, the Lo:d hath perfume: the breath 
of all his Holy Prophgs which have been fince the World 
b:zan : Our Lord andYSavivur Himſelf was frequently ſpeak- 
ing of it 5 which thews that his Mind was much upon itz 
and that the ſame mind ſhould be in us. It's a Theam that 
glorified Saints take pleaſure ro dilate-upun; Witne:is Moſes 
and Elizs on the holy Mount (7) ; and Foby, wrapt into Hea- 
ven on the Lord's day, found them at this fervice before 
the throne of God, (+); where 1 cannot but Note (by -the 
way) three Obſervables : 1. 'T hat the Saints in Heaven were 
celebrating the Work of Creatien, and that of Redemption 
both in cne day; and it was the Lord's Day z A good Argu- 
nent for our Lord's-Day-Sabbath ! 2. That they aſcribe the 
ſame Glory and Honour unto the Lamb that was tlain, as to 
Him that tits on the Throne; an evident proof of Chriſt's 
Divinity! And 3. That the ground of their triumpth and 
cxultation, was not the Gereral point; (no ſpeech of That 
i1 Heaven) but peculiar Redemption z A good Contirmation 
of the preſent Truth. And further, our Lord an Saviour - 
ſil bears about Him the Marks of His Crucinxion; He ap- 
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pears as 4 Lamb that had been ſlain, (I), and He glories init 
1 am He that was dead, (m); and with theſe Marks He'l appear, 
when He cometh to judge the world, (7), Till when the 
Lords Day, an its moſt ſolemn Ordinance, arc for an Un- 
changeable Remembrance of Him. (0). Whatever there- 
fore befals us, ſhould mind us of this gloricus Tranſa&tion: 
Tf it be cvil, that Redemption hath ſaved from the evil of it ; 
if good, Redemption hath purcha/d it for us z whether gool 
or bad in it ſelf, Redemption will ſanctiftie it to us. But, 
when ye think of Heaven, and of the Heaven of Heavens as 
your Portion, with all that Heavenly Viaticum ( Angels food, 
and better) that attcnis you at every Stage, unmnl je appea 
b-jore God in Ziv, (p; eſpecially, when ye are admiring, 
for, what it is ve cannot think) T ſay, when ve are admi- 
ring that trauſkendent Glory which ſhall ariic trom that 1n- 
eftable 97evc/s to be then compleated berwecn the Father 
and Chriſt, and Hiz Saints 3 fay, with that Heaven+born Plal- 
Wilt, 1h fhatl 1 ronder unto the Lord for all bis benefits? And 
anſwer vour {elf with hims 1 will take (not this or that {in- 
gle Benefit, but) the Cup of Salvation, (Glorious Redemp- 
on, which that Cup fignifieth) and cqy on the Name of the 
ford. All the Divine Attributes cenfer in Redemption, (as 
Light and Heat jn the Sun) and are thence ſavingly rellettcd 
upon Mci Redecm'd:; Ant this 15 the moſt compendious way 
of bcholding the Glory of God, and of celebrating our dear- 
bought happinet>s. Something perhaps like thi> may that 
Eruir of the Vine be, (though unſpeakably beyond it) which 
Chriſt and His Diſciples ſhall driak new in Hi: Father's Kings 
dom, (4); when He that Sowed, and we that Reap ſhall 
rejoyce tugether, (7). Therefore unto {im that loved us, and 
waſhed 3 fr0j:-0ur firs in 17;s own blood, be Glory and Dominion 
for ever and ever Amen, (5). 
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That the Purpoſe, or Intent of Chriſt's Death camiot be fruſtrate ; 
(That 1s) Thoje for whom Chriſt died, (hall certainly obtain 

ail the Benefits accruing by Hy Death, 

. All the Coun'cls of Ged from Etcrnity s All His Promiſes 
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and Declarations holding-forth thoſe Counſels3 and all His 
Ditperſations in order to their Accompliſhment z have a ſpe- 
cial Relation to Chriſt as dying for His People, and their 
attual Salvation thereby, as the end thereof. Now, the End 
of a Thing is That for which the thing it ſelf is; and but for 
which, it had not been ; *us That the Chict Agent principally 
propoſeth, and aims at; and if he be wiſe, he will cartainly 
ute and appoint ſuch Mears, and Order them in ſuch man- 
7, that the thing dei:gned ſhall not miſcarry. Men (in- 
deed) may miſs of their End, They aim at This, and That's 
produced (as in building the tower of Bavel: ) But this 
is ſtill from ſome impcrtcetion in themſclves ; Either the 
1hing it {cf is nor feaſibiey Or the way to it 1nprud:nly comriv' dy 
or the Means unduely applyed z their minds alter z or they 
are made to det;ſt by a Power above them, Tc. But, God 
only Wiſe and Almighty, it 15 not ſo with him; None of 
thoſe things which impcde the deſigns. of Men, can happen 
to Hisz There can be no cther Event of them, but what He 
ſetly intended ; "The leatt of His Purpoſes ſhall not ſuffer 
diſappointment ; much leſs that great Delign of Men's Sal- 
vation by the Deathgt His Son. Thar the thing it (elf is 
fcatible, is atteſted by that innumerable Company aleady in 
Heaven on his account. It was ſo wilcly contriv'd, that all 
Intereſts concern'd are ſecur'd and farisfi'd 5 God is juft in 
juſtifying z the Sinner ſaved, whiles Vengeance is taken.on 
his ſing and Chriſt well pleasd with a Seed to ſerve him. 
The way of obtainment is {uch as will certainly compats the 
End ; the Divine Power is engaged in it, which reſts nor, in 
the leaft, on the concourle or complyance of any Mutable 

gent, or fruſtrable Inftrament. His heart cannot be taken- 
off from it; 1t 1s Thathis blefied thoughts have run-upon 
from Eternity ; and thoſe thoughts of his ftand faft ro all 
G<nerations. And laſtly, No higher Power can ſuperſede 
His Decree; He is Sovereign Lord, and controlleth all. 

To confirm the point, I ſhall argue, 

Firſt, from Redemption tt ſelf 5; wherein the Greatneſs of the . 
Price ; the kind or manner of payment z with the Scriptural 
import of the word, are not-a-little coniiderable. 

For the Price : It was the Lite of the Son of God 3 whoſe 
Perſonal Dignity was ſuch as put a Iranſccndency of Merit 
upon His deaths which therefore could not be parted- 
with for a doubtful or uncertain purchaſe 3 nor could any 
obtainment Interious to oalvation, compenſate the price. Ps 
L 2 15 
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A Prattical Diſcourſe 
this lies the ſtreſs of the Apoſtle's Argument ; who, to ſet- 
forth the Hapnvy-eſtate of God's Elect, and to prove them 
ont of danger 3 brings-in the Price of their Redemption 
Who foal Condemn ? It is | Chriſt ) that dyed, (1). The Emi- 
rency of the Perſons ani the Sufferings He ſubmitted-unto, 


as they greatly Hluftrate His love to Men ; ſo they ſtrongly 


affirm and enſure the event of His death : For, if Reconcited 
t0 Gol by the Death of #ris Son, [ much more} ſhall we be Saved by 
Hu life, (u), The kind or manner of payment; it was by 
Sufferirg : Had the Ranſom been of the Natu.e of depoit- 
table things; (-/3. To ſecure ſatisfaction in cate the treaty 
took effett, air! ty be refund in cale it ſucceeded not; ) it 
ad much altered the Matter ; there had no great damage 
accrued to tie Depoiitor 5 he might have received his own 
azain, thoug'1 not with Advantage : But Sufferinps once un- 
dergone cannot be recalled ; they are as Water tptlt on the 
ground; they cannot be gathered-up-again, unleſs in their 
fruits, viz, in the accompliſhment of the End they were de- 
Fencd tors which duly weighed will not allow Redemptt- 
on- to be Conditional, nor its intended effects to depend up- 
on things contingent. Bueiides, Thar awhich 15 Infinite will 
not a{lmit of Ad.\itions nor can that which hath all worth 
intirely within it, fin any thing of wor ch without it. ſelf, to 
depend upun. Bur thi: me tlink>) ſhould not need Argu- 
ing s lince it is ſo appa-ent, from th2 Scriptural Uſage, and 
Import of the word: whici ſhews, That Redemption hath 
mae Eternal Life our dz; and that all tuppolable Condi- 
tions, all manner of Graces, Means, and helps which muſt come 
between our Natural fta:c and Glory, wich Glory it ſelf; were 
all intentionally in the detivn of it, purchaſed by it, and 
contained in itz as the Rlalk which the Flower muſt grow- 
pon, 15 vertually in the ſame Seed with the Flower it ſelf. 
Redemption doth not only al/ow Men their Book, and fave 
them #m cajÞ they can read; ithar's a heartleſs Notion) but 
enzles them to reads; and that in poiit Will as well as Know- 


1 


KENT. FA 1s to Salvation, 33 Livery and Sei'nn are to Poſ- 
icſhon they are nv part of the p ze, nor Condition of your 
Rights but a legal and nm rifying Introduction to your Aﬀtuat 
Enjoyment; Ved, tie vurchale-mony entitles vou to them, 
a3 well as to the Jikerirance, AS ye can ajk nothing of God, 
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cither warrantably or ſucceſsfully, but as intitled thereto by 
Redemption z ſo, on Redemption's account, ye may ask any 
thing that hath tendency to its Endz ye may claim Faith in 
O:decr to Salvation, as well as Salvation at the End of your 
Faith, 

And now, that Redemption doth not barely wake Men 
F-leaſavle, or capable of beirg Saved; but doth by its own 
proper vertue proſecute its End to pertettion 3 that the Actu- 
al complcat Salvation of Redeecmed-Ones, is bound-up in it ; 
and what-ercr might lett- it, taken out of the way ; I ſhall] 
clear by a ſhort induction of particulars. 1. Red:mpiton 
imports Sarisfation ; Without This the World had nst been 
Reconciled, Nor could it be ſaid, The pleaſure of the Lord had 
oſpered in 11s band 4 But, both theſe are arhrm'd 3 1/a, 53. 
10, Jt pleaſed the Tord 10 bruiſe Him: It does not intend only, 
that it was the pleaſure (or Will) of God, that the thing 
ſhould be done ; but that He was well-pleaſed by the doing 
of itz that is, He was again pacificd towards us, in whoſe 
ſtead He ſuffered $ (His Juſtice being thereby aton'd.) And 
this very Realen ye have annexed in Iſa. 42. 21. The Lord 
1 mel-pleaſed for 1'is Righteouſneſs ſake ; | He ſhall magnifie the 
law ard make it [Hono:ravle;}] i. e. by levying ſatisfattion 
upon Chrift : Which alſo accords withz and explicatcs that 
in Kom. 3. 31. Do we then make-void the Iaw throuph Faith ? 
God forbid, yea, we eſtabliſh the Lam. It is further confirm'd 
by 2 Cor. 5. 19, God was in Chrift Reconcilivg the World to 


Hinſelf : This mult be reciprocally underſtood ; tor elſe the 


breach had continued : But (ſurely) the Lord would not be 
at ſuch coſt, to have His work but halt-done z For what is 
Reconciliation, but the renewal of Friendſhip on both tides ? 
And, that this is Ch:iſt's own tence upon the word, is evi- 
dent by Matth. 5. 23, 24, If thy Brother hath ought ' agairſt 
thee, go and be Reconciled to thy Brother. It muſt (therfore) 
take-in God*s Reconcilement to us, as well as ours to Him 
which could not be without fatisfattion 5 His Juſtice would 
not permit it, He will by no means clear the guil:y. And, 
to put it beyond Diſpute, our Grand Creditor proclaims 
Himſelf fatisfied, by His ſending from Heaven to Releaſe our | 
Surety 3 Matth. 2$. 2. It was to ſay (in effect) that He had 
no further demands upon us. 2. Kedermpiion aliv imports Fiſite 
fication, or freedom from guilt, Eph. 1. 7, In whom we have 
Redemption through #iis blood, | The Fargiveneſs of ſins. ] Rom. 3 
24. Being | Jufiified} freely by His Grace, through the [ X-- 
| L3 demption,] 
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demption] that-# 12 Feſus Chriſt, Rom. 5. 9. Gal. 3. 13. Chriſt 
kath Redeemed us| from] the Curſe of the Law, being made 4 
Curſe for us; He blotted-out the Hand-writing that was againſt 


us, Nailing it to His Croſs, Col. 2. 14. 2. It imports the. 


Eviction, Vanquithing, or bi»ding of the ſirog Mani; who 
would not (elſe) have let-go the Prey, nor have left his 
Poſſecſhon 5 By Death Fe deftroyed im who had the power of 
Death; that ws, the Devil, Heb. 2. 14. By the blood of Bw 
Croſs he ſpoyled Principalittes ani Powers, and triumphed over 
#927, Col. 2. 15. 4. Freedom from the Power of tin, Rom. 
6. 6, Our Old Man was Crucified with Ch:ift, that the body of 
fin might be deſtroyed that henceforth we ſhould v0t ſerve ſin : up- 
on which it follows, Ze that 7s deal (viz. with Chrilt) 
freed from ſin, v. 7. And, fin ſhall not have Dominion over yoit, 
VEr 14. 5. Inberent Holineſs, or SanTiſication, Col. 1. 21+ Tou 
who were ſometimes Enemies in your minds, now hath He Reconct- 
led in the body of Hts Fleſh through death, to preſent you Holy, 
v. 22. Heb. 10. 10. We are ſandified through the Offering of 
the Body of F*ſus Chriſt, Rom. 6. 18, Being then made free 
from ſin, ye became the Servants of Righteouſneſs And that it 
was by vertue of Chriſt's death, appears by ver. $. For if 
we be dead with Chriſt, we ſpall alſo Live with Him: 1t is His 
blood which purges the Conſcience from dead works, to Serve the 
Irvwg God, Heb. g. 14. 6. 1t likewiſe imports Reſurreion 3 
Joh. 6. 54, 55+ 1 mill raiſe bim up at the laſt day, For my 


Fleſh is Meat indeed; (i. e. as Crucified.) Chriſt dying, was 


the Death of Death, Zoſ. 13. 14. In Chriſt ſhall all be made 
airve, 1COr. 15. 22. 7. It further cxtends to the actual 

offcfion of Redeemed Ones with bleſſedneſs and Glory Rom. 

« 30, Whom He Fuſtified, them He Glorified : 1iberty of emerling 
znto the Holieſt, 3s by the blood of Feſus, Heb. 10. 19. Thou haſt 
Redeemed us r0 God by thy Hoods, Rev. «5. g, 10: (It's the 
yoice of thoſe in Heaven.) Now That all Theſe are in Re- 
demption, is Evident; and as Evident it is, That Redemp- 
tion thus qualified, 1S not (cannot he) lyable to fruſtration. 
For, it brings us to Zeaven; and then we are (ſure) be- 
yond the reach of danger. And for this it was, that Paul 
cared not (he needed not care) to know any thivg (in com- 
pariſon) bur Feſus Chriſr, and Him Crucified, 1 Cor. 2. 2. It is 
gre, The Reſurreftion of Chriſt, His Aſcention, fitting at 
God's right hand, anfq Interceſhon, have their Reſpedtive 


Influence into all theſe Glorious Priviledges, and parts of | 
| Eternal 
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Fternal Glory; but they all_ fpring from His Crucifixion 5 
It he had not dyed, He had not been a Prieft for ever as 
He 1. 

Secondly, The end of Redemption cannot be fruftrate be- 
| cauſe the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt is (at leaſt) as prevalent 
and effe(tual to His Seed, as Adam's tranſgreſſions was to his : 
f All his Poſterity (indeed) were involy'd in the Curſe; yet 
3 


ſo, that there ftill remained, through the intervention of _ 

Grace, a poſhbility of Releaſe. But the Righteouſneſs of 
: Chrift hath ſo perfettly recovered and ftablithed His Seed, 
f that their Juſtified ftate can never be loſt : And the Reaſon 
: 13, becauſe Grace hath out-done Sin, and gone beyond it ; 
: Grace hath abounded much more, Rom. 5. 20. Which ſuper. 
159unding of Grace, cannot refer to the Subjects of Grace, as if 


« they were more in number than the ſubjects of fin (for,' fin 
L came upon All, and Grace cannot come upon more than allz) 
- But "tis meant of the prevalent Efficacy of Grace and the 
f permanency of its effe&ts, towards all that are the Subjetts of 
- It: And, therice it is, that Grace is ſaid to Kegn through 
t Righteouſneſs, and that to Erernal Life, Rom. 5. 21. 

f Thirdly, If the End of Chriſt's dcath might poſhbly be 
7 fruſtrate; as Poſhbly the main end of God's making the 
K World, might ſuffer diſappointment. All things were made 
, for himſelf ; and by this ſcale they aſcend to Him; The 
y World for the Ele&, The Ele& for Chriſt, and Chriſt for 
s God. All His works praiſe Him ; but above all, that of Re- 
A demption, as of higheſt note and eminency. Moſt conſpi- 
1] cueuſly doth the Glory of God ſhine-forth in the face of 
is: Chriſt as Dyirg ; and as dying for ſuch an End; (vi. the 
'o Salvation of His People : ) It is the chief of the ways of God, 
if the very Meridian and height of His Glory, (not effential, 
\@ but manifeftative) both in this World, and that to come. 
Fa Redemption was defi gn'd to glorifie all the Divine Attribntes gy = 
" It therefore bchoved lo to be laid, that of all his deſign- 
4 ments, this might be ſure to ſucceed: For, do but ſubtract 
@- the ſureneſs of its Effe&t, and leave his Redeem'd ina periſha- 
ul ble condition ; and it draws a bJemiſh inftead of beauty, upon 
oy all the Divine Attributes. For, 1. The end of God; tetting 
ig forth Chrift a Propitiation, was to declare His Righteouſneſs 172 
at the Remiſſion of fins, (4); which it does doubly. 1. That with- 
ve. EI ES 
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out Friction, fn con! mn, not inftly be remitted: 2. That 
ſatisfaction being, given, it cou o not juſtly be imputed, (6b), 
But if thoſe for whom ſatis faction has been given, ſhould not 
be juitified and fave ; Divine Juſtice wonid he as liable to 
impeachment, as if they had been ſaved without s Anq fo, 
the thing deirgned for the honour of His Righteouſneſs, would 
turn coits diſparagement. 2. It would not accord with the 
love and goodnels of God towards His Flett ; that That 
which was mcant for their Recov ery, and was aliv a Price 
well-worthy their Ranſom, ſhould poiſhbily turn to their 
deeper condemnation z (for, ſo it muſt if they be not ef- 
fectually ſaveci(c), This could not be that Pleaſure of the 
Lord which {tould proſper in the hands of Chrift, 3. It 
—_ or be accordins to the Faithfulneſs and 17i:h of God, 
that Chrift ſhould fail of Thai He was promited, and earneft- 
ly 169! 4- for, as the fruit of His Suffecinz; which was a 
Seec. to fer: e Zim, (d). The thoughts of which were matcer 
of complacency to Him from Everlaſtin gc)... But: i thote 
He died for, thould not only abide in the ſame condemna-, 
tion He came to deliver the 7m from ; but undcr a much forer 
vengeance than if He ha4 not undertaken tor th-m $ How 
grievous would it be to Him, and contradictious to the Faith- 
fulneſs of Go4! :, Ancther End of Redemption was, That 
the marifo/d Iiſdon of God might thine-forth in the tight gf 
Angels and Men. Crrilt Crucified 1s neck ag Gad, (j) 

But if it were fo contrived, that the Thing chiefly d2vgn o 
might poſhbly miſcarcy; it nackory be not illuftration of 
Wiſdom. Will on2 of common prutence part with His 
Jewels and choiceſt treaſure , an:l leave his purchaſe Lrowivg- 
ly under hazard ? Men (indee4) may poſſibly waſte their 
Eftates in Tryais and Elſavs that come to nuthing 3 but did 
they foreſce the OR they. would not to expoſe ther 
prudence tO reproach. The Great” S ard Fore of God 
would ſuffer an Ecliple, if. it were in the pcwer of Creatures 
to defeat His moſt wiſe and holy Deſign: nents: an. hinder 
the accympliſhment of His greats -1t work: What would the 
«gypilar's ſay, but that he defroyed them, beca''ſc not able 
to zo-throngh with That He nadcrtook ? 6. Laſtly, Tf the 
end of Chriſt's death migut poſſibly bu fruftiate ; Then that 
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biclſed proje&t for glorifying the Grace of God, might poſſhb+ 


| they ſhould mils of, it would be ſaid, That Ail-power was 


Iy be difannulle:l and come to nothing; For, None but 
Saved Ones do or can glorifie that Grace. 

rourthly, Another Argument for the Sure effet of Chriſt's 
death, is, Tonat He hath the Management of the whole 
work committed to Himſelf; as well the Application of Re- 
demption, az the procurement of it: He is the Repoſitory, 
Root and Treaſury, whercin ail the benefits of Redempti- 
6n are Jaid-up z and in the great Almoner by. whoſe hand they 
are diſpenſed. Adama was no more a publique Perſon after 
I:is Fail 3 "Che new Stock was nvt intrufted with him, but 
pur into the hands of Chrift, wo will gtic a better account 
ut-1t 5 For, 

Fittkly, "There is nothing wanting to our Lord and Re- 
leemer, which might any way con:uce to the Final Com- 
plcatment of His work. There are five things mainly re- 
quite to make a great undertaking Succesful z viz. Autho- 
rity, Strength, Underſtanding, Courage and Faithfulnels ; 
All which, the C aptain of our Salvation is eminently inve- 
tred wh; The Father loverh the Son, and hathgiven all things 
10 His band, John 2. 35. 1. Authority 3 He was appornred 
©© His Orhcez ( For, as Mediatour, the Father is Greater 
than He : ) i: came nor of Himfelf, but the Father ſent Him (g); 
[Te was called of God, (hb). It was laid on Him, and underta- 
zen by Him, in the way of a Covenant, (7), and Confirmed 
by an Oath, (k), Never to be Revers'd; which alſo may partly 
bz the meantng of God the Father's Sealing Him, (1), The 
Government Is lakdd upon His Shoulder, (m), He hath the Key of 
David committed to Him, (7), Which ſhews the abſojute- 
ues of His Authority: Without Him, No Man can lift up 
nis Hand or his Foot in all the Earth, 

2. Swre»pth or Power ; Thele cannot be wanting to Him, 
if all in Z/eaven 4d Farth be ſuiticient for it z For, This He 
betli (9), and He hath it to this End, That #7e might geve 
Frernal Tife toa3 many as- He undertock for, (p); which if 


not able 0 Save them, He that made the World, is ſures 
ly well able to Govern it, and to over-rule whatever: comes 
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(2) Fob. 9. 42.{h) Heb. 5. 4, 5. (1) Iſa. 42: 6. (k) Heb 
7- 21. (1) Foh. 6. 27. (mM) 1/4. $9.6. (n) Kew. 3. 7. (0) Marth, 
28, 18. (P) Fob. 17. 2. 
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. into it : He would never have ſuffered fin (the o»ly Enemy) 


to invade it,it He could not have quelFd it at pleaſure: Their 
Redeemer 1s ſirovg 3 The Lord of Fioſts s Eli Names, He ſball 
[ thorowly ] plead thetr cauſe, (q): He muſt Reign until be ſhall 
bave put ail Enemtes, both under Hys own Feet, and Ours, (r). 

3- Underſtandirpg or Knowledge z This cannot be wanting 
to Him, who is the Wiſdom of the Father 3 The Lord hath 
given Him the Torgue of the Learned,that He might ſpeak words 
{ in Seaſon ] ro him that #5 weary, (s). He knows His work 
what it i5; how to effect it; and who they be that are con- 
cerndinit- 1. He knows what His work is : It was (in 
ſhort ) To ſeek a4 to ſave that 7.bich was loſt + Not to bring 
Mcn into a lalvable condition, ( as ſome ſpake ) but to Save 
them, and that from their fins, (r) ; He came, To open the 
blind cy<s 3 To bore the deat Ears ; To reftore the withered 
Limbs; To cleanſe the Lepers ; To heal the Sick 35 To raiſe 
the Dead ; To caft out Devils; To preach the Golpel ; and 
to cauſe thoſe it belongs-unto, to hear and receive it : He 
knows they are Dea1, and He knows as well, thar He is to 
Quicken them, and thence we have it in Foh. 5. 25, The 
Dead ſhall bear and live : And chap. 10. 15, Other Sheep Ihavr z 
Them alſo | muſt 1 brirg} and they { ſhall hear] my voice, He is 
alloto keep them, and look to them; ſo as One be not 
Joſt (u) ; and finally, To raiſe them up at the laſt day, and 
to take them to Heaven with Him : All which he 13 perfely 
acquainted with, {7s work rs before Him, (x), 2. As Bc 
knows His work ; what it is 3 ſo the beſt ſeaſon and method 
for its performance. He came in the fulneſ(s of time ; when 
things were ripe for His Coming : He came Then when there 
was moft need of Him ; the Devil's Kingdom at the higheſt ; 
his Oracles in greateſt credit 3 the World overwhelmed by 
the Koman Power ; and the true Religion near quite depra - 
ved among the Jews. It argues a Dextrous underſtanding, 
fo take an Enemy in His Ruff, at his higheft pitch of ſtrength 
and confidence, and throw him on his back: To ſuccour a 


\ diftreſfed Friend or Allie, when brought under foot, and (et 


him on his high places: This the Scripture calls A ſtrerg- 
thenirg of the Spoticd againſt the flrong (y) : And thus doth our 
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Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Who is (partly) therefore faid to be of Quick 
in terſtanding,(+); In all His undertakirgs He deals prudently,(a)z 
And to This it is, that Zannmab aſcribed ſucceſs; The Lord 1s 4 
Col of [| knowledge ] and by Him ations are weighed, (b). 3. He 
knows Who they are for whom He is to doit. The fruits of 
his death are not as things to be given in common z They 
fall not indifferently upon Men, as Rain upen all forts of 
ground : He knows whom He came to Redeem z Not their 
Number only, but their Perſons 3 That were all written 14 bis 
book : And ſo well is He versd in it, That #e called them by 
their | Nemes 3 || (c). He does not omit any, nor call One for 
Another ; He knows Whom the Father hath Choſen and Gt- 
ven to Him, (4), He can ncither forget them, nor miſtake 
them ; They are written in His breaſt, and 07 the palms of His 
kands, (e). | 

4. To a Great undertaking 1s required Courage Or Great- 
77eſs cf Spirit 5 to confront oppoliticn, and cut-through diff- 
cuitics; And if this be wanting, all other Endowments will 
ignite little, as to ſucceſs, And how was our Lord and } 
Redcemer qualified as to this! When He was entring | 
into His Paſhon, (againſt which He prayed, If it were par | 
ble that Cup might pajs from Him 3 He then needed Courage 
in the Abſtrat; and we find That He had it anſwerable. In 
the 50. of 1/aiah the Prophet brings Him in as putting on His 
Armour of proof ; Therefore have 1 ſet my Face as a Flint, andT | 
Lnow that I ſhall nor be confounded, (fy In the greatneſs of | 
this His ftrength, did He Travel through all thoſe Contradi- | 
etions of Sinners, Temptatiens. Reproaches, Blaiphemies,&e, | 
And when His heur was come, He did not Reco1l, nor hide | 
Himſelf from them $3 No, nor ftay till they came where he | 
was; but goes to meet them (pg). And though He miglt have | 
had more than twelve Legions of Angels for asking s He 
waves their affiftance z and in His own - fingle Perſon, uns | 
dertakes buth this Werld end the Powers of darkneſs; yea, | 
and the Wrath of His Father too, which was much more: 
grievuus, and of far Greater terrour than all the Reft 3; 
And, in all this He was Alone 53 there was None with Him, 
And, that an Angel appear'd to Him from Heaven fireng- 
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(2) 1/4: 1te 2. (a): Che. 52. 12.:(D) 1 San. 2. 3 (c) Fob 
IO. 3. (A) Foh. 17. 2,6, (CE) 1/as 49. 16. (f) iſa. 50: Te 
(S) Joh, 18, 4, | 


chening | 


thening Him, (b); Tt was rather a Token and Patt of His 
deep bumiliation, That the Mighty God ſhouJd ſeem to want, 
and ſo admit the oy ſervice of His Creature, than a 
leſſening of His ſufferings. Now, all this was for the Pro- 
curement of Redemption.z And can He then be wanting to 
the Pffettual applicarion of it? He cannot ſhrink at the 1ght 
of ftragling parties; that hath Won the pitch battle, and 
remains abſolute Maſter of the Field: For this alſo, we 
have a ſure word of Prophecy, Fe ſhall not fail ror be diſc 
couraged, [ until ] Ze bave ſet Fulgment in the Earth, (i). 
5s Faithfulneſs: This allo i5a grand and Neceſſary quali- 
fication for an high Undertaking : And for this our Redeem- 
er is alſo ſignally Eminent. 'Fo do the Father's Will, was 
That He came about from Hcaven : And this was His Will, 
That of all He had given {itm, He ſhould loſe notkiiig ; bur ſhould 
Raiſe it up at the laſt day, (t); that is, That He ſhould give 
them Eternal Life, (3 And we find Him profeſſing, That 
He had done it acordivgly, (m), anq4 that He will do tr, (n), 
according to His Promiſe ſo often repeated in the 39, 42, 
44, 54 verſes of the Eth of Joby, And He keeps them, in 
Faithfulneſs to His truſt ; viz. That the Scripture might be fu!- 
filled, (0). Fudas was let-go, to fall by bis own 1rarſer: (ſion ; 
Whom ( doubtleſs ) He could and would have kept as He 
did the Reft, had heheen, as they were, committed to His 
Charge : For, He- gives to every one, according as He re- 
ceived for them, as is ſeen by comparing 7/z/. 68, 18, with 
Eph. 4. 8. In the one place, it is laid, Z/e [| received } gifes 
for Men; and in the other, ( which is a quotation. of the 
former e[_ gave ] gifts to Men : Thole ( therefore )for whom 
He received Eternal Life, cannot fail of it, unleſs He ſhoul 
fail of Zis truſt z which ( indecd ) /7e cannot do; For, 2c 
zs Faithful in all His Houſe, (p); and that as a Son and joynt- 
\ Intereſt ( you know ) is a Natural and prevalcnt Oblipation 
to Faithfulneſs. Jf any ſhouid uiter to diſputics Him, He 
would anſwer as Nabeth did Akav ; Cod forbid, that 1 ſhoutd 
part with the Inheritance of my Father, (q). And His Faith- 
| fulneſs further appears, in tl:at He makes it a main part of 
His buſineſs now in Heaven, to have this work merfefted'; 


fb) -Zuk. 22. 43 (1) 1jac 425-4. k> Fob-6, 32,49. 
(1) Fob. 17. 2.(m) Ver. 12. (n) Ver. 26, (0) Foh, 17. 12, 
| (P) Zeb. 3. 5, 6e (Q) 1 A7g. 21. 3: 
| He 
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He ever liveth to make Interceſſon for them (r). There is 
Freat weizht upon this, in Kom. $. 34. Who 1s be that 
Condemneth ? Ir is Chriſt that dyed 3 yea rather, that is Riſen 
ap uin---who alſo [| maketh Interceſſion 7} for us: And, the ſumm 
of His Hrayer, is, That thoſe given to Him, might be kept 
from evil ; That they might be One in the Father and Him- 
felf ; and That they may be where He is, to behold His Glo- 
/y, (s): Now then, if the Salvation of thoſe He died for 
was the end of His death 5 and the price that He paid, well- 
worthy the parchaſe 3 If it be the Father's will that they, 
ſhould be ſaved; If alſo this Salvation be the thing for 
which He prays 3 and whatſoever He asketh of God, He will 
give it, ( Fon 11. 22. ) it needs muſt follow, That the 1n- 
tzne of 1s death canmor be fruſtrate. 


Yet does not this Truth go unoppoſed; Not for any 
fault of its own 3 but that it will not give place to another 
which unduely attetts the preheminence. Denyed in terms 
It is not 5 None will ſay diredtly, that Chriſt's intent in dy- 
ing may be fruſtrated ; But, That intent of His, is ſo narrow'd 
by ſome, ani! clog'd with Conditions, as would bring it to 
nothing. The Riſe whereof, or its uſe, -T underſtand not 
but ſuppoſe that Necefhity drove to it ( for want of a better ) 
to ſhore up the General Point. I thought ( at firft ) of no 
Objcttion here : But, having ( ſince ) found this in the way 
1 would put it in the. Sacred Ballance, and try its weight 
The ſumm alleadged 1s this: h 


Ob). Thar the intent of Chriſl's Death, was only t0 brirg Merz 
into 4 ſalvable State ; withiuch Means and Helps as mill 
bring them vw Salvation, if they will uſe them : And that 
any are nos jave.!, is from their unbeltef. 


Anſw. 1. That Unbelict is the condemning fin, needs no 
proot : But Jets Men's not Belicving in Chrift is not the 
vnly, or firft procuring cauſe of their Condemnation : but 
their Apottaſic, and Rebellion againſt God : Albeit, the con- 
d&:mnation of thoſe who belicve nor, is greatly aggravated 
oy rejctting the Remedy z as one condemned for Treaſon 
retuting his Pardon ; that refuſal is ( indeed ) the next and 
Immediate Caule of his Execution, and perhaps ſhall 


ts. 
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heighten the rigour of it 5 but his treaſonable Prattice was 
the firſt procuring Cauſe of his Death z which alſo he ſhould 
have ſuffered for, if no ſuch Pardon had been offer*d him. 
There will need no Acculation from Chriſt, to juſtifi2 the 
condemnation of Sinners: Moſes, whoſe Law they have 
broke, ſhall witneſs againft the Fews; and the Law of Na- 
ture againſt the Ceriles. That Faith is the one thing necel- 
fary on our part, in order to our being ſaved, is a Foundas 
tion-Truth, and moſt neccflary to be known : And, as true 
it 15, that this Faith adds nothing of Merit or Virtue to the 
Croſs of Chrift. Where Men are ſaid to be juſtified or ſa- 
ved by Faith, it is meant of the Object of Faitiy, anc not of 
the Act, thovugh not without ir. For, as bread muſt be ca- 
ten, and taken-in, before it can nouriſh 3 ſo muſt the Righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt be apprehended by Faith, bclore we can 
be juſtified by it. But, a the Action of Eating or Chewing, 
is not the macter or ſubſtance of our Nourithment z but tlie 
bread we eat, fo neither is our ai of Beitevivg, but the 
Righteovſneſs of Chriſt alone apprehended by Faith the matter 

of our Juſtification. But, | 
2. Why ſhould Redemption depend on a foreign power to 
bring-abcut its End ? Why ſhould ſo great a thing be lctr 
in the hands of a humane arbitrement; to ſucceed, or be 
defcated at the plcaſure of a perverſe will 2 That Chriſt 
ſhould die, ought rather to have been conditional, and not 
the Salvation of thoſe He ſhonld die for; And io, in pru- 
dence, ſhould have been defer'd till the end of the World 
to {ee if any truit woull come of it ; and if Not, then Not t0 
dicat all; For why ſhould He ie in vain ? But, that Chrifr 
thould die, and at that very time when He did, was fore- 
determin'd of God, and confrm'd with an Oath ; whereby 
it was made neceilary, and impeoſſible to be revers'd, It 
could not, then, ftand with the Witdom or 'Truth, of God, 
that the End of His Death ſhould poſhbly miſcarry, or be 
fruſtrable z which it muſt be obnoxious to, if depen- 
dent on the kumane will ; a thing io fickle and uncertain, that 
It knows not, this moment what it will do, or pitch upon, 
the next ; ( beiides a Natural antipathy to the thing ir ſelf ; ) 
But, evident it is, That the End has the fame Inſurance as 
the Means, viz. Decree, Tromiſes, and Oath, And now, ſhall 
ſo great Solemnity, an4 Expettation upon it, e vaporate in- 
to Contingency ? Chriſt was promiled a Seed 1 ſerve Zn, 
and ſuch a tight of the travel of His Soul, as ſhould _— 
in s 


Him : That He ſhould divide tbe Spoz1 with the ſtrorg, (a) 3 
That the Heathen ſhould be his Inheritance, (b); That K1"gs 
frould ſee and ariſe, Princes alſo ſhould worſhip (c), and 1s 
Enemies become His foorſtool, (4) &c. And this, as the Reward 
of His Sufferings z and He its in Heaven, expetting till 1t be 
done, (e). And now, ſhall 1apſe4 Creatures uſlurp a Negative 
Vote to their Sovereign's Will ? Shall it beat their pleaſure, 
whether He who is Heir of all things, thall poſſeſs His Patri- 
mony ? Shall finful Duſt ſo arrcgate to it lelf,as to ſay, My 
Creators Will ſhall be done, ſo mine may be the Standard 
of it 2 Shall thoſe Statutes of Heaven, in favour of the 
Conditional Doftrine, run thus ? The ſtrong Man armed, 
ſhall be ſpoyl'd and caſt-out, if he will ; The Heathen, whole 
God 15 the Devil, and ſhall renounce him, and turn Tenants to 
Chriſt, if He will conſ-nt to it, and they alſo think it their 
Intercſ ; Kings and Princes ſhall arile and worſhip Him, if 
their own Grandure will bear it ; and Enemies become his 
Foot-ſtool, in caſe they be free to ſubmit to it, &c £ Who 
would not tremble to hear ſuch Indignities put upon 
Chriſt ? 

}- There was no Reaſon why Chiiſt,the Son of God,ſhould 
die for fo ſmall a Purchaſe, as to make men but Condironally 
falvable : That the greateſt thing in the World ſhould be 
hung on ſo weak a Pin as would not bear the weight of an 
Apple. I call it a ſmall Purchaſe, becauſe they had more 
than this in Adam: They had then a pure Freedom of Will, 
without Byas to Evil. But Now, ſay you, they are helpd 
by Motives and Arguments from the Danger they are mn, 
and the Benefits attainable by changing their Courle.; Bat, 
what are theſe as the caſe ftands 2 What Motives will move, 
whiles inſentiÞble of that danger, and ignorant of the Bene- 
firs propos'd ? Such Motives allo they had Afore, and more 
amply than Now; inaſmuch as the preſent ſenle of a happy 
Condition was more attractive and prevalent to keep, it 
than the meer Propoſal of a diſtant and unknown Priviledge, 
can be to attain it ; ( for, of things unknown Men are not 
delirous z ) eſpecially when things more ſuitable to preſent 
lenſe, are theirs in Poſlcſhoa : And to leave theſe, for thoſe 
they underſtood not, 13 contrary to their Reaſon: They 
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both. Of if they have skin-deep Convittions at times : the 
preſent Content they dream to have in their Luſt: '3 Carries 
them Head-long, as with Wind and Tide. 

4. If rational Motives and Argumentations were of that 
weight and ethcacy tor the working of Faith, (as ſome have 
preten: ied 3 ) Then, thole ofthe largeſt Endowment of Na- 
ture ſhould be the moſt capable Subje&s, and likelieſt to be 
Wrought-upon. But, do any of the Phariſees believe on Him ? 
Do not the Princes of worldly Wiſtom account the Preach- 
ing of the Crois Foolithneſs? Do we not fee Men of Renown 
for Humane Sapience, highly pretending to Moral Santtity, 
and higheſt-fown in their Eree-will Principles, nev erthelcl; 
to d-ſpiſe the ways of Holinels ; yea. diſpoyling Chriſt Him- 
felf of His Deity an4 the Chriftian Religion of its chiefeſt 
Glory 2 Nothing more plain to common oblervance ! Surely 
then, it could not be reatonable, that tius Glorious Redemp- 
tion ſhould lie at the Mercy of a perverſe Will ; fince thit 
15 the thing which hath tetted, and will lett, until it be taken 
out of the way. Chrift was but once delivered tothe Wills 
of Men, ani then they crucified Him, (e); and ever itince they 
crucifie His Crols. Had they knomn 121 im, they mould rot have 
crucified the 1ord of Glory, (f\. But, ſo it is, i the wiſdom of 
God, that the wor'id by wiſdom kirow not Col, (g) ; The wif 
dom of Men never was the Autlior of Faith, ther to them- 
ſelves, or others, {þ); The Preaching, of the Crols is to thc 
Jewiſh Legallift a Stumblis '&-block, (1; and fooliſhneſs to the 
Rational Pizioſopher, and that at Ath1s, (1). 


5. Conditionality will not contort with th: ſcope of Chrilt' - 


Redemption, nor yet with the Nature of the Bondage it re- 
fers uato: It is(ſummarily) term'd, The Eondape of Corrupti- 
in; In parcels, it bears the names of Blindneſs, Darkneſs, 
Death Hardneſs, Unbelicf, Enmity, &c. And, that dcli- 
yerance from theſe, was the very ſcope and End of Redemp- 
tion, might be made-ont part! cularly, I thail inftance enly 
two or three Generals : For this purpoſe the Son of God was 

manifejted, that Lie might deſtroy the works of the Devil, (1). 
Our old Man was crucified with Chriſt, that the boly of St might 
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(e) Luke 23. 2: 2 [Core 2. (3. Ch G "We. . 
(h) Chap. 2. 5. 


Ql) Chap. 1 23. (k) Aus 17. 15. (1) 1 Foh. 
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be deſliroyed, (m). God ſendirg His onn Son 1 

ful fleſh, and for ſin, condemned fin in the fleſh, (n), Which 
Texts, leſt tFey might ſeem defeftive, for want of Univer- 
ſality, That aiſo 1s ſupplyed in Tir. 2. 14, Who gave Himſelf 
for us, that He might Redeem us from | all] iniquity : Eph. 5. 25; 
26, 27, Chriſt pave Himſelf for the Church, that He might [ans 
Alfie and cleanſe it, and preſent it ro Himſelf a Glorious Church, 
Fror kaving ſpor, or wrinkle, br ary ſuch thing. ] But, was it 
not a thing, in deſign onely, and liable to fruſtration ? No, it 
was determin'd and fix'd; For, Ze | ſhall] Redeem Iſrael from 
all kis iniquiries, (0); And, The Blood of Heſs Chriſt Hu So 
[ cleanſeth] us from all fin, (p); It's ſpoken in the preſent 
rcnſe, as a thing, till and always in doing. And this [ AU} 
here muſt be taken univerſally; becauſe, it not ſaved from 
all, it would be, in the end, as if ſaved from None: One 
Mite left on the lcore, hinds over to wrath ; eſpecially V- 
belief, (q)., Why then ſhould That, of all the reſt be ex- 
empted or diſputed? Is it, that we think Faith ſo caſte a 
matter, that we need not to trouble our Maſter about it ? 

tew Believers have found it ſo: Or do we think our ſelves 
better able to deal with our own hearts, or truer to our In- 

tereſt than He ? It's our Heart's Deceitfulneſs that makes us 

think ſo: Or, ſhall we impoſe upon Chriſt ſomething of 
Ours to each out His Merits, or, to make them effettual ? He 

abhors it ; for If ye be circumciſed,Chriſt ſhall profit you nothing (r)- 

Or do we aſpire to fit on his right hand in the Gloty of 

Redemption ? T know not what it is; but am ſure, that 
{omething not right lyes in the bottom, though unſeen, For, 
ſince the Honour of Redemption lies in ſaving from Sin 3 He 
that ſaves from Unbelief, which is the Capital, ſhares deep- 
eſt in that Hononr : Unbelicf is the lock of our Chain and 
bondage 3 and till that be unſhot, there's no getting looſe, 
Chriſt's Redemption is not like thoſe Laws of Men, which 
hold the ſmall, bus let the great ones break through : No, 
Redemption aimes at the Headz and it was ſo defign'd 
from the firſt, 65). But, how are Men ſaved from Unbelief? 
Is it their own AR, or Anothers ? If their own, then 'tis of 
works z which will not conſort with Grace, (tr). If Another's, 


(m) Roms 6, 6. (n) Chap. 8. 3. (0) P/al. 130. 8. (p) r Fob- 
3. 7, (4) Foh, 3. 18. (r) Gal. 5. 2. (Ss) Gen. 3. 15, (t) Rom, 
&. 4. and ch. 1. 6. | 


M that 


a the likeneſs of fins 


that Other does it either Abſolutely,'or Conditionally : If Ab- 


ſolutely, the Objection ceaſes: If Conditionally, what was the 
Condition of it ? It cold be Nothing in us afore we Believed 


for, whatſoever is not of Faith, is ſm,{u ): It muſt then be from a- 


nother Cauſe, and without Condition ;.and that can be o7ly Re- 
demprion itſelf ; for,nothing elle can pretend to it ; and the Pre- 
tenſions of That are good ; For Chriſt is expreſly ſaid to be the 
Author of our Faith, (x). And the Evangeliſt Fob» affirms All 
Grace to be out of His Fulneſs, ( y). Paul alſo ſhews. that Chriſt 
apprebends us, not becauſe we do, but, that we might apprehend 
Aim, (3). And further, The #0} Ghoſt (who is the imme- 
diate Operator of all Grace) is ſhed upon us through Feſus 
Chriſt our Saviour, (a), That Faith which is not from Chriſt 
intirely as its Author and Root ; willnever lead the Soul to 
Chriſt as its Object and Center. But, methinks the Dottrine 
of Conditional Redemption ſhould be for ever ſilenced by 
that one Declaration of our Saviour Himſelf, 7 am found of 
them that ſought me nor, (b). 

Now ſhall this Truth be yiclded, vizz That Chriſt's Re- 
demption made an end of itn ? Or ſhall we ſay, That our 
Old Man was crucift'd, all but his viral parts? That all the 
works of the Devil are Deſtroyed, except his Maſter-piece ? 
That 1/rael is Redeemed from All his Iniquictes, ſave only the 
worſt and moſt condemaing ? Does the Scripture ſpeak fal- 
laciouſly ? or docs vain Man deal deceitfully in his Cove- 
nant ? I would ask, (with great ſeriouineſs, for the Matter 
requires it) What good ſhall Redemption do us, if it fave 
only from ſome tins, and not from All? Or if from All excep- 
ting Unbelicf ? This would too much reſemble a Pardon for 
petty Treſpaſles, (Petty, in compariſon) whiles the Guilt of 
our Treaſon lyes ſtill upon us ? To purchale Salvation upon 
terms of Believing, without purchaſing Faith alſo, is too like 
an unde:taking to cure a Man of his Phrezfie, upon Conditi- 
on he will be /ober : what will they do, who content them- 
ſelves with ſuch a Redemption as this ? 

Laſtly, Coniider Redemption in its Type: The People's 
fins, unler the Law, had nut been expiated by the Sacri- 


fice, without ſprinkling che Blood ; and it was not themſelves . 


that ſprinkled ir, but the Prieſt; And can we (then) think, 
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that Chriſt ſhed His Blood for thoſe on whom He will not 
ſprinkle it ? That He will not give a little Faith to thoſe He 
died for, when as without That, all that he doth beſides, 


> will not profit them? Hath He, wrought ſo great a delive- 
» rance for His Servants, and now ſhall they die for Thirft (c)? 
- It's imp:ſhble that his love ſhould be ſo cooled, (ſince his 
11 20ing to Heaven) as to be indifferent, touching the Travel 
ft of his Soul ; Shall be periſh for whom Chriſt died, for want 
4 of a good word ? eſpecially when that word' can be ſpoken 
2 cfettually by no body elſe : If any ſay, He would, but they 
1s will not; I anſwer, this Will-not is their Unbelief; and the 
| great thing they are to be ſaved from ; He that is ſaved 
0 trom that, is ſaved every whitz and this, Chrift is todo 
e by making them willing : A will to believe, 1s Believirg z and 
y in the day of his power they find it. And, fur any to lay, 


of That a will to believe is not purchaſed by Chriſt, and effe» 
Qually applied by Him, but depends on ſomething to be 


e- done by Men ; is a great derogation to the Merit of His 
Ir ſufferings; It is (in effect) to fteal a Jewel from our Sove* 
Ie reigns Crown, and to wreath it on a Fools Cap ? 

T. 

IC Inferences, 

[- | 

C- IL. The Impoſſ}bitiry of fruſtrating the End of Chriſt's Death, 
I, is a manifeſt Proof and Argument of Peculiar Redemption : 
7E For if the Salvation of Thoſe he died for, was the End of . 
D- His dying, and the intent of his death cannot be fruſtrate; 


F, then he had not in his Eye and deizgned the Salvation of thoſe 
of that are not Saved. 


n IH. Take heed What ye hear, and How ! Beware cf thoſe 
ce Doctrines which tend to enervate the Covenant of Grace z re- 
j- ducing it to a Covenant of Works ;z or ſomewhat more difh- 
n- cult: A principal one is that which makes Redemption Condt- 

ronal, and dependers upon ſomething to be done by Men; which 
's Chriſt is not the Doer of ; Of its evil conſequents I ſhall men- 
-1- tion two. 1, It bereaves us of that ſolid ground of comtort(for, 
es. | the joy of the Lord is our ſtrength) which the Abſolureneſs of 
k, Redemption intends and offers to us; expoſing our naked 


Skin to every blaft of Temptation. Who can promiſe the 
ſtanding of that Fabrick which ftands on a doubtful Foun 
dation ? To build Hay and Stubble on the Rock, has not 


(c) Fudg. 15, 18, 


half 
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half that danger in it, as Gold and Silver on the Sand: The 
One ſhall be ſaved, though with difhculty ; the other loſes 
both his Work and himlelt; For, let Redemption be never ſv 
firm and ſolid in it ſelf, if yet its ſtanding and efficacy de- 
pend upon that which is fleeting and unfix'd, the ground of 
our confidence is gon : It's like thoſe Pumps that have wa- 
ter enough within, but yield you none, unleſs you firft put- 
in ſome of your own; Which yet ye have not; (like Facob's 


Well, but nothing to draw-with.) For Men to annex Con- 


ditions, is to oftcr a Bar to their own pardon; and inſtead 
of an Amendment, to add a dcſtruttive proviſo to the Bill 
of Free Grace : That Paradox of the Preacher ieems perti- 
nent here; Be ror Righteous over much, neither make thy ſelf 
over-wiſe : 1!hy ſhoul.lſt thou deſiroy thy ſeif? Eccicſ. 7. 16. 
2. To make Redemption dependent on our Faith, attri- 
butes to. Created Grace, and Honour that is dne only to 
Chriſt; which Redcemeth Ones thould he very tender of, 
Was He alone in the Obtaiamert of 'Redemption, and ſhall 
we think He needs a Coadjutor in its Application ? Shall we 
impute to that glorious Atchievement a necd ct our help to 
make it ſucceſsful 2 No, whatever Grace ye have, you muſt 
thank Redemption: for them, and not Them for your being 
Redeem'd. 'The whole ConftHation ſhines by a borrowed 
t'sht; they have none of their own, but what the Sun of 
Righteouſncls communicates to them. Hatt thou Faith ? 
Have it to thy (elt, and know it for thy good ; take it as an 
effett and evilerice, but not az the Caufe, of your Intreft in 
Redemption. Each Grace is of Ut in its place , and beauti- 
falz as cach' Star hath an Orb ct its own; and tv move 
out of that, is to break the Harmony of the Spheres ; Even 
Golpel Graces Legalized, lole their Excellency. 1 muſt fay 
to Faith, in this caſe 3, Friend, fit down lower ; this place 
helongs to your Author: you are Redemption's Creature; 
from That you had your biithz and in That you live and 
move: Ye are welcome as a Gueſt, yea, as cheif Ruler of 
the*keaſt 3 though not as the Bridegroome's Compere. But, 
truth Faith, and uncloudetd, is more ingenuous than to in- 
cnr ſuch a Rebuke. 

TIT.: If all Merit and Grace he vertually in Redemption, 
al thence dilſperced by the hand of our Redeemer Him- 
ialts this yiclls Ecth a Friendly Reproot and Direction to- 
x.ther: Reproof to expeQancy any where clic; and Di- 
xection 
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reion to poor thirſting Souls,, I here and How to be fatis* 


fied. Undone you are in your ſelves, (that ye find; ) and 
would gladly pnt this ruine under the hand of Chrift (4), 
23 one that 15s able to repair it. Thus far yeareright; But, 
ſumething you ſeek in your ſelf that may ſtrengthen yo ur 
hope, and induce His favour to you. Away with ſuch pre- 
tences, and flee to your Redeemer as ye are; for, from Him 
alone 5s that fruit ro be found, (e), Be as ſenlible of your 
Deformity and Unworthineſs as ye canz and walk humbly 
under the ſenſe of it 3 but, let it not ſflacken your pace, 
nor abate your hope. If any thing may render you worthy, 
(that is. a ſutable Objett of Mercy) it is your coming bold- 
ly to the Throne of Grace with all your unworthineſs about 
you. It's a diſguſtful Modeſty to be ſhie in accepting from 
thoſe above us : It looks as if we would not be thought to 
need their kindneſs: Or elſe, as it we thought they needed 
our requital: Or at leaft, as if we were unwilling to be Ob- 
liged to them. Much more unbecoming it 1s, to be back- 
ward in accepting the offers of Grace from ſo great a Perſon 
as our Lord aid Redeemer. O, the unnaturalneſs of our 
Natural Hearts, even to our own good! We are pitiful Ob- 
jets of Charity ; all tulneſs is in Chriſt, and may be had 
for going-for ; and yet, as if He wanted Clients, He is fain 
to make Proclamation, #0 ! every one that thirſteth, come ye 
to the Waters, and he that hath mo mony —— (f9, And, If any 
Man thirſt let bim come to Me and drink ——(g). Great things 
are proffer'd 5 and what*s the price ? Nathing z It 1s but. 
Come and Take, And yet, this nothing will be tound to be 
Something z yea, a thing both of the greateſt Moment and Dif- 
ficulty : It is one of the hardeſt Matters undef the Sun, to 
become Nothing, ( Nothing in our ſelves) and fo fly direly 
to Chriſt, that we may be Something. But, go to Him even 
for this. Had the Prodigal defer'd his Retyrn, till better 
Cloaths on his back, and a Viſage more like the Son of ſuch 
2 Father; Rags muſt ſtil] have been bis Cloathing, ' and 
Husks his Entertainment, Po but conſider How it is3 Feſis 
Chriſt calls you, becauſe ye are hlindz to come to Him for 
Eye-ſalvez and you,l not go till ye can lee beftex: you are 
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(d) Iſa. 3. 6, (&) Hoſe 14s 8. (f) T/2..55. 1. (8) Fohe 
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M 3 Naked, 


Naked, and He calls you to come and receive change of 
Rayment; and you'l not go till better arrayed : He offers 
you Gold, for He knows your Poverty, and you'l not take 
it, till ſomething of your own to give for it, &©c. Look 
o'er it again, and ſee if this be handſon dealing either with 
your (elf or Him. It's Free Grace in Repemprtion that is to 
be Glorified ; but ſomething of your own would leſſen your 
need of Chrift, and lower your eftcem of His Grace z Nay, 
*would be a means to keep you from Him 3 as Farms and 
Oxen did thoſe full Guefts from - the Wedding Supper. 
Contider further, No Man was ever accepted of Chrifr for 
what he brought to Him: They are heſt welcome that 
bring nothing. and yet expect all things, What gave you 
to Chrift, or did for Him, or ever can, that might move 
Him to die fur you ? Yea, to be made Sin and a Curle for 
you? Did He go into Hell to fetch you thente, and pawn 
His Soul (His precious Soul) for your Ranſom? and can 
you think that He*l ftick at petty Matters? Deſervedly may 
you and I be upbraided with, [ 0 Fools, and flow of heart 0 
believe ! ] He knows we have Nothing, and would have us 
know that he knows ; and withal, that He hath all things 
for us; And: for our invincible encouragement, that all 
things are ours in a way of Right; His purchaſe hath made 
them ſo: We are His 7nvired Guefts, and ſhall not need to 
bring our Seat or Proviſion with us. I ſhall add but one 
conhideration more z (viz.) Whether your keeping off from 
Chrift, till fic for Hi3 Preſence, (as ye term it) be the way 
to better your ſtate : Search, and ſee, if ſomething like Pride 
be not at bottom ; ſonething you would have, efer you 
come, that might render you acceptablez and that you -can 
have only from Him z and you cannot have it, but by com- 
ing without it, Redemption hath in it, Infinite Treaſures of 
what we want ; and our Redeemer is infinitely more pleaſed 
to give them forth, than we to receive them. Think (there- 
fore) you are always hearing that Joyful ſound, Come 1720 
Me, all ye that Labour, and arc heavy Laden, and 1 will give 
you Reſt, (b): And, Him that cometh unto Me, 1 mill (in 10 
wiſe ] caſt out, (1) | | 
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IV. This 
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- TV. This gives to Believers the higheſt encouragment 
in their Spiritual conflict, For if our 0I4 Man was Crucified 
with Chriſt, [ that the body of fin might be deftroyed] and the 
intent of His death cannot be fruftrate.z then Sin | ſhall nor] 
have .Dominion over you, (k), than which there's nothing more 
Fortifies our Faith in fighting againft ſin z Nothing more 
comforts a Soul concerning the work and toil of his bands, (1). 
For, To take away fm, being the end of Redemptionz to 
make the work ſure, Chriſt Himſelf was made fin, (impu,- 
tatively, not inherently; ) All the fins of thoſe He died 


for, met on Himz He and they were ſo incorporated, as . 


not to be ſeparated but by death 3 Sin could not dye without 
Chrift 5 Chriſt could not dye without being made Sin z Nor 
could He dye, but fin muſt dye with Him : Whole Chriſt, 
both Head and Members univerſally, were all Crucifi'd ' to- 
gether, and They all roſe together z A1!, excepting in, and 
that he left in his Grave z and let us remember, It is[ There. ] 
So that Now, We having nothing to do, in compariſon, but 
to take the Prey; for the Enemy 1s beaten to -our hands : 
Eleazer {lzw, and the People return'd after him only to 
ſpoil, (m); And fo it is here 5 And hereins that ſaying ve- 
rifled, One Soweth, and Another Reapeth, (n). Our buſineſs 
now, is to diſplay our General's Trophies; to tell of his 
Vittoriesz and prepare our ſelves for his Triamph z that we 
may be ſuitable Attendants on him, at that glorious and 
| ong*d-for Day. ; 

There are Stragling Parties (indeed) who watch for our 
halting ; and ſeldom (elſe) can they have advantage againſt 
us : But their heart is broke; and if follow*d in our Cap- 
tains Victorious Name, they*l ſtill be Recoiling ; Nothing 


daunts them more than to ſee you ſtand 10 #r : Your Adver- . 


ſary would make you a Bridge of Gold, or any thing z even 
to the half of this Kiagdom ; ſo you would ſound a Retreat, 
or ſpzak no more in that Name. Gird up therefore the Loyns of 
your Mind ; let an holy Magnanimity poſſeſs you 3 as know- 
ing your Confli& ſhall end in your being Crown'd. You 
Run not for an Uncertainty ; therefore fight. not as they that 
beat the Air ; For, it is Nevertheleſs true, that your Enemy 
is ſtubborn, and your conftant purſuit will make him deſpe 


(k) Rom. 6. 6, 12, 22. (1) Gett, 5. 29, (10) 2 Sams, 23: 10s 
(1) Fob, 4. 37» | 
| M 4. 
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N ot to die alone; he will ftand on his Stumps when lis 
leg s are off, or Iye on his batk, and fight : (for his Malice 
is implacable) he will never givc-over, till quite out of 
breath, which yet he will not be qurire without, whiles we 
have any; We expire together. Bur here lies the ods ; 
That we, dying in the Conflict, ſhall riſe again with Marks 
of honour , and our Laure] hold green to Eternity ; yea, we 
ſhall fit with our Glorious Captain in his Triumphal Cha- 
Tiot, (0): But our Enemy lies in Etcrnal tilence, and his 
Name forgot; or Remembred only to Greaten our ExanIta- 
tion and Glory: Only (as before ) be ſure you ſtand to it ; 
ict your face as a flint, as your Lord and Maſter did ; and 
know, That as he was not Confounded, to neither ſhall you: 
All that he had, you have on your tide, and the Mcrit of 
h;s improvement added to it : What Power the Father gave 
to him he delegates to you 3 even a power over all the power 
te Enemy ; ASit were an Antidote or Superjedras, to invall- 
date all that comes againt: you. Wherefore then fhoull 
we doubt; Though they come ahzout 5,ou like Bees, 17: rhe 
Name of the Lord jeu ſoail de':roy then, (p\). Remember the 
Advantages you have; Beiwdes the: Bruting of yuur Ene- 
my*'s head and that incurably, your own he 1S i2 heaven 
and he 1s their as on a Mount, to bchold both yours ant 
your Enemies poſture, and to fend-in-rolivft which He 
never fails to do at a dead lift, (q\ 5 Ant 1[7o makes Interceſſtn 
for you, (r); whiles you are fighting, His hands are up, and 
never weary , and thercfore you may be contident of ſuccct>. 
It was by vertue of His praycr, thai Peter's Faith did not fail, 
when there was þut an hairs breadth between him and 
death: The Devil Winnow'd, but Chriſt fivod-by, and hel 

- whe Wind in Hu Fiſt, (s). But, 

" Laſtly, Suppoſe you be foil'd; Things go not with you 
as they were wont, or as you expected; and that cafts you 
back in your Faith ; 4makes you cry out, /f it be ſo, why am 
1 thus? Here the Lord ſays to you (as once fo his Servent 
Foſhua) Get thee up ; wherefore itft thou [ths] (diſconraged) 
upon thy face, (u) ? Tixzre's ſomething to be dgns.s; nnd out 
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(0) Rev. EY 2 1.0): P]c-248-12, (9) [6 ' 41; 17: ch.its- 
& (r) Zeb. 7, 25. (S) Prov. 30, 4- Fer- 21-11. (t) Ger. 25. 
22s (12) Foſh, 7. 10. * 
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'X ate: Since he may not have Quarter, hel do all he can, 


the trouhler of thy peace, and give it no Quarter: And if it. 
be too hard for thee, ( as certainly it will ) call-in the Mercy 
promiſed in Pſalm. 12, For the oppreſſion of the Poor, For the 
{ighirg of the Needy 5, Now will 1 ariſe ( ſatth the Lord) and ſet 
tim in (afety from him that puffeth at him, (x). And then go- 
01 with your work; let nothing ſtop you of your boaſting 
in this Region, this Upper Region of the Grace that is in 
Chrift Jeſus: In that let your ſtrength be renew'd, the Jour- 
acy (ie will be too great for you (); And in that ſtrength, 
ar aloft; Take the Wings of that Eagle, and mouunt to- 
war's Heaven above all the ſmoak and duſt, both of ſelf. 
ability, and felt-weakneſs. Make your boaſt of God all the 
Jay lonz 3 In the lord have I Righteouſneſs and ftrength 2 
Ot myſelf I can do nothing: but through Chrift ( the 
ftrengrh I have from His Redemption ) Nothing ſhall be 
to har.l for me. O Death, where 2s thy Sting ? O Hell, where 
's thy Vidory ? The fiirg of Death is Sin, and the Strevpth of Stn 
i the Law 3, Eut, thanks be uzto God, which piveth us the Vi- 
&o. 3, through 9ur Lord Feſus Chriſt ! (7). Amen, 
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Eftequal Calling. 


4 THE Dotirine of Calirg, ( which I term Ffeftual,* 


to diftinguilh it from that which is outward only, 
and prevails not ) reſp-&s the M-27s whereby, and 
the Manner how, God's Blett are Atually prepa- 
red for that Salvation He hath choſen them to : It is God's 
revealing his Son in them; and he doth it by the Holy 
Ghoſt : whoſe Othce it is, to Sandifile Whom the Father hath 
Elefed, and Chriſt Redeemed, (4): Theſe three As of Grace 
are peculiarto the Three Perſons of the Sacred Trinity re- 
ſpeCtively ; and are all predicated of the fame Subjetts ; and 
that as a Party Select, and diftinguiſthed from others 3 They 
are Choſen out of the World, (b); Redeemed from among 
Men, (c); and Taken from among th: Gentiles, (4). 
Next to the Glory of his Gracz; and the honour of his 
Son, the Lord hath placed the Bleſſedneſs of his Chaſen, 


- as the principal] Scope and En of all He hath done in the 


World, or will do. It could not therefore ſtand with his 
holy wiſdom, to leave thoſe He yas pleaſed to chooſe un- 
to Salvation, to the conqutt of their own Underftaxging and 
Will; with ſuch means and helps as they have in common 


with other Men ; and thereon to fuſpend the whole of his 


great deſign : For, by ſuch a courſe, it would not only be 
tyable ro fruſtration, but be certainly defeated, * For preventi- 
on whereof, and that the Purpoſe of His Grace might ſtand; 
He hath made it ofthe ſubſtznce of Predeſtination, to pre- 
pare and apply the Means, as well 4s to appoint th: End ; which, 
in Sacred Language is termed, a Giving of all things pertain- 
ing to Life and Godlineſs, 2 Pet. 1. 3s 
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(a) 1 Pet. 1. 2. Fude ver. 1. (5) Foh, 15, 19, (C) Revs 
L}» 4+ (d) ARS 15, Ls 


The 


The Sum of what T intend on the preſent SubjeR, 5 
- compriſed in the following Propoſition, v7. 


That whatever things are requiſite to Salvation, are given of 
God freely 10 all the Ele@ ; and wrought in them effettually, 
by the Divine Power, in order to that Salvation 10 which 
he hath appointed them. 


By | Salvation ] here, T underftand, the Saints perfet&t 
iettlement in Blefſedneſs and Glory : And, by | thirgs requi- 
fite thereto, } all thoſe Gifts, Graces, and Operations, that are 
any way neceſſary to their aftual obrainment of that State. 
The [ Divine Poreer } is that Ability of working which God 
hath reſerved to Himſelf ; and is not moved or Governed by 
the Creatures A&, but by the Good pleaſure of His Own Will, 


That divers things are Requiſite to Salvation, needs no 
proof ; My buſineſs therefore is, to ſhew 


1. What thoſe Requiſttes ro Salvanon are. 

2. IWhat Root it is they proceed from. 

. Whom they do belong unto, and by what Right. 
4. The Way and Manner of God's diſpenſmg them. 


1. I'hat theſe Requiſites to Salvation are. 

They are of three ſorts 3 Some to be done for usz Some 
upon us, or in us; and others by us; yet ſo, as Not without 
the ſpecial aid and affiftance of the firſt Agent, that good 
Spirit who began the work, and who workerh all in all, The 
Great thing to be done for us, ( next after Elettion ) is-Re- 
demprion from fin : This was a work of infinite moment, and 
a3 far ahove the Undertaking of Creatures z For, 1. The 
Juſtice of God, that muſt be ſatisfied, by a bearing the Curſe } 
due to Tranſgreſſors: By this, we are ſaved from wrath 3 
and without This, Divine Juſtice will not open the houſe of _ 
His Priſoners. 2. All Rightequſneſs muſt be fulfilled, by - 
an abſolute perfe& Subjettion to the Law : By this, we are 
ntereſſed in Eternal Life ; and without this, there is no En- 
tring into Reſt. 3. The Devil, who had the power of Death, 
muſt be deſtroyed, and his works of darknels ( by which he } 
leads Captive at his will ) diffolved z That Life and Immor- 
tality might be brought to light, ard the prey delivered. 
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None of which works could ever have been <ctffctted, but ! 


by One of the fame Nature with the parties peccant or y;2 
grelſing z and yet equal in power and dignity with the Majeſty 
el | offended © 
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offended : For which Cauſe and End, God ſent-fo 
made of a Woman, and male under the Law, &c, (e), That 
what the Law could not do becauſe of its weakneſs through 
the fleſh ; the Son of God in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, might 
perform 3 and ſo condemn fin in that fleſh which gare it en- 
trance, (f). This was the proper ſubject of the former Head, 
viz, Redemption : The end of which { partly ) was, To bring- 
in the next fort of things requitite to Salvation, that 1s, | 
Such as are to be Done upon and in the Elect 3 namely , 
Their Reconcilement to God, and Receiving the Adoption 
of Sons. This i5 the attual p2:formance, of what was 7nter- 
ronally in Eleftion, and Virtually in the Death of Clift ; as 
the neceſſary way and means to their ultimate End. The 


YE 
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| ſum of theſe Requiſites conſiſts in Faith and Sandificarion (g) 


The One imports our Rigir, the Other our Capactty 3; Faith 
nttles, and Holinets meetens: Both which, though expreſs d 
as to, go always together as if but Onez and as inlepara- 
ble as Light from the Sun: and without Theſe, our little 
world would ftill be in darkneſs, notwithſtanding all the 
light that ſhines about us, or within us: Neither knowing 
our danger, nor how to cſcape it. 

I. Faith: This, in general, 15 that ſpiritual light in which 
we ſee our ſelves by Nature Chil.{ren of wrath, and wholly un- 
able to change our Statez and withal, do apprehend God 
Fuſtifying freely by His Grace, through the Redemption that is in 
Feſus Chriſt, (h); and to that eni, do Roll our ſelves upon 
Him ; and give-up our {elves to Hiz Laws and Government. 
It is of the Eſſence of Faith, to empty the Soul of ſelf-ability, 
And, 1. Ofits Own Undzrſtaniing; It is a beam of Divine 


| -light, which evidenceth all a Man's natural Knowledge to 


be Ignorance and Darkneſs, as to Spiritual things : The 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of it, as of a Faculty new!y given, (7); and 
the Nature of irs new Objects requires it ; For, the Natural 
man [ canyon | diſcern the thiffgs of God, (k): They that have 
the beſt Eyes now, were ſometimes Darkneſs. 2. Faith 
empties the Soul of its own Righteouſneſs; (1) By dilcove- 
ring the wncleammeſs of it, (I). (2) By ſhewing the neceſh- 
ty of a better, (m). (3) In whom this Better Righteouſneſs 
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(e) Gal. 4.4. 5.(t) Rom. 8. 3. (8) 2. Theſs, 2. 13. (h) Ro- 
3-24. (i) 1 Fob. 5, 20. (k) 1 Cyr. 2. 14: (1) 14.54. 6» 
(m) om, Jo 20s 
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is to be found, (n). (4) That it may be arta7n'd and had, (0), 
(5) That being attained, the Soul 1s ſafe, and may criumph 
over all, (p). (6) That this Better Righteouſneſs and its 
own, cannot ſtand together, (q). And then, 3. The next 
work of Faith is, To empty the Soul of its own ſtrength z 
that iz, of all Confidence in Himſelf ; as to the obtainment 
of that Better Righteoulneſs, He makes it ( indeed ) his Bue 
fineſs to be ſhut of his own, and moſt gladly would be in- 
veſtcd with the Righteouſneſs of God 3 but finds it a matter 
of tranſcendent dithculty : Now he's convincd, tis no eafie 
matter to be laved ; fince to Believe, and to keep the whole 
Law, are things of an equal facility ; (7. e. they are both 
alike impoſſible to him.) But nothing ( he knows ) is too hard 
for God ; and therefore takes hold of Hs ſtrength, (r), to work 
this Faith in him $3 and Te, by a Faith unſeen, believes to a 
Faith that is viſible, (5); It's Faith that 1s at work all this 
while z though the Soul knows it not till afterwards, 

2. Theother grand Requitite to Salvation, is Sanificati- 
on, or perſonal inherent Hotineſs, Fuſtiſication is by a Righ- 
tcoutnets tmputed ; aq infujed. The former is Firſt 
in Order of Nature; they commence together in point of 
Time, even as Light in the Air at the Suns approach ;z Or, as 
the reverting an Outlawry, inſtantly reſtates the party in 
his former Priviledges 3 Or, az the cancelling a Bill of At- 
tainder, reſtores the Blood. Santtification is the Divine 
Nature communicated 3 by which the Old Man is expclPFd; . 
with his deeds; or rather, ſubdu'd and brought under; 
tor they are not totally null'd in this Life z Oncly, Proud 
fleſh is put-down from its feat, ( and that's a great matter ; ) 
its Dominion 1s taken away, and the Seed of God enthron'd 
inits ſtead : And ſo, we are ſaid to be Tranſlated out of $4. 
tzn,s Kirgdom ( or Government ) 7110 Chriſt's (t). It is ſome 
time called Regeneration, or a being born-again.(«) : The ſe- 
parating a Man from his wild Stock, and grafting him into 
the 7:ue, (x): The forming of Chriſt in us (5); and the 
Law written in the Heart, (3) ; ( 7.e. Diſpoſitions according 
to God; or an heart after His Own.) 1t's alſo term'd, The 
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(n) Rom. 1Ca 4+» (0) Rom. 3« 21. (Þ) Rom. 8. 34- and 
ch. 7. 25,(q) Gal. 5. 2. Roms 10. Ze (I) Iſa. 27+ 5. (S) Rom. 
I. 17, (t) Col. 1. 13.(u) Foh. 3. 3. (X) Rom. 11, 17-(y) Gal. 
4+. 19, Heb. 8. 10. 
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paſſing away of 01d things, avd a becoming New of All, (a; 
There's a change of Principles, Scope, and End, of a Man's 
Life. Not that the old Faculties ar blotted out, or des 
ftroyed, but ReduCd or Renew'd, according to the Image of 
Him that createth ir, (b): As the Body, when it is Regene- 
rated, ( or raiſed-agen ) ſhall be the ſame that was ſow'n ; 
but ſo chang'd and dignified in its qualities, as if it were ano- 
ther :50, ia the Soul's Regeneration, the ſame Underftand- 
ing, Will, Aﬀections, do remain 5 but quite otherwiſe diſ- 
pos'd ani qualified, according to the New Objects they are 
to converſe with. And, this is /o main a Requiiite to Salva- 
tion, that we are not capable of Heaven without it: Even 
the Local Heaven would not he a place of Happineſs to a 
Soul unſanttitied 3 No Communion there without Concord : 
And that's the Reaſon why Spiritual Notions are ſo diſguft- 
ful to Carnal Men ; and if they cannot endure the ſhadow, 
how ſhould they bear the Subſtance and Thirg it ſelf ? In this 
work, the Soul is paſſive: But, being thus quickned by the 
Spirit of Life from God, and ſet upon their feer z they are 
Capacitated for Aition ; and Now, ( ſay they as Danel Now ) 
let my Lord ſpeak, for thou haſt ſirergthened me, Dan. 10. 19» 
And thencetorth, their work and butinels is, To walk worthy 
of the Lord; To glorifie that Grace which hath ſaved them 
To walk before God in the daily Exerciſe of thoſe Graces 
He hath given them ; and to preſs after Perfettion z ( z. ec. 
a Ripenels in Grace, or Mectnets for that State of Glory 
which all theſe are preparatory to ;) To ſhew forth his Praiſes, 
the Virtues of Him that hath called them; Making His Law 
their Rule, and His Glory, their End, above all z andall in 
a way of dutiful Gratitude : For, though ye may, and ought 
to have reſpett to your own Salvation, Peace, and Comfort 
yet ſo, as to ſubſtitute ail to the Glory of the G:ace of God : 
And take this by the way, to encourage you in your Duty 3 
That the Glory of God, and His People's Blcſſedreſs, are fo 
Inter-twiſted, as never to be divided : Whiles ye keep That 
moſt directly in your Eye-and Scope, your own Concerns are 
molt currently going-on 3 They fall-in together, and keep 
in the {fame Channel. 
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IT. Whence theſe Requifites to Salvation do proceed. 


That Men might know themſelves to be Creatures; 'twas 
needful to know, the World had a begining, by Whom, and 
How : And no leſs needful to know the Original of the World 
renew'd. The not-minding of which may have been the 
occaſion of Men's aſcribing the New-Creation to the Con- 
courſe of Free-will Arms; which ſeems { at leaft ) as irratio- 
nal as the contingent coming-together of the Viſible Frame. 
Our prefent Enquiry ( therefore ) 1s, Touching the Autbor 
of Faith and Holineſs z what Root they ſpring trom : Who, 
or What, is the Efficient Cauſe of Regeneration ;z what Fower 
itis by which the New-Creature is formed, ani brought- 
forth ? Our Aſſertion is, That the New Creature is God's work- 
manſhip [_ entirely and alone. ] This the Scripture ſeems evi- 
dent for z and delivers it in poſitive termsz in Fain. 1. 17, 
Every good Gift, and everyperfett Gift is from Above, avd comerb 
down from the Father of lights : which 1s ſo full an anſwer to 
the queſtion, as( one would think ) admits of no Reply. 
But, being a Truth unacceptable to Nature 3 and ſuch fir. 
'ving among Men, to intitle the humane power and will, to the 
Fatherhood of this New Creation : It muſt be Argued : 
And our Argument for it. is this ; That th? New Creature muſt 
be wrought either by a | Divine ] Power; Or, by a [ Natural J 
power ; Or, by a Concurrencaof [_ both together. ] But, 


_ Firſt, It canner be wrought by a Natural Power ; an that 
for ſuch Reaſons as theſe. 


1. Becaule it is a Creature ; and of all Creatures the No- 
bl-ft and moſt excellent. All the Virtuofſt in the World are no 
able to make an Atom : They may refine and/ublimate things 
that Are z but can not give Beirg to the leaſt thirg that is Not. 
How then ſhould the Natural Man give B-ing to the New. 
Creation ? To ſuppoſ= ſuch a thing, would be a degrading 
tothe Divine Nature; A ſetting the Image of the Heavenly 
| below that of the Earthly ; For, He that builds, 13 worthy 
of more Honour than the thing that is built by him, Zeb. 3. 3. 

2, Nothing can aiford That it hath not in it ſelf : Now, 
Every Soul in Nature is Darkneſs, and poſſeft with an habi- 
tual averſion from God : But Light is not brought ont of 
Darkneſs, nor Friendſhip out of Enmity : No man will ex- 
pea Grapes from Thorngz the Produtt will be according to 

That 
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That of which it is produced 5 Every Seed will bave its ow! 


body (c) 3 An evil Tree cannot brirg forth good Fruit (d); That 
which is born of the fleſh, is fleſh, (e), and will never be better : 
Therefore the New Creature, being a Divine Thing, cannot 
be Educed of Natural Principles. 

3- The Natural Man is not only v074 of all virture and 
property that tends to Regeneration z3 but is Oppoſite there- 
to: To be grafted into the truce Olive-tree, 1s contrary to 
Nature, (f). The carnal mind is Enmity againſt God, (g) : And 


;Enmity being a Principle uncapable of Reconcilement, it can» 


not be ſuppoyd it will help to deſtroy it ſelf, They will nor 
ſo much as /ezþ after Gol, nor take 7im in their thoughts, (h), 
Satan they follow with natural Motion, (7); but as for the 
Word of the Lord, they profeſs ftoutly, They wil} nor hear- 
ken unto it, (kb): They have lovei Strargers and after them 
they will go, (1). 5 deſper.tte!y wicked are the hearts of Men 10m), 
they arc even made-up of fieſh!y Iuſts which war againſt the 
Soul. And whatſoever hath reſpect to its Happy Reftore- 
ment. And this Enmity 1s maintained and animated 5 
(1.) By the Darknels that 1s in them : which ail men in Na- 
ture are filled with; or with falſe lights, which are equally 
pernicious and obſtructive to this Work: By reaſon where- 
of, the moſt glorious objetts, though juſt afore them, are 
hid from their Eye: 3 They do not, nor they camor diſcery 
the Things which are of God, (n): They have falſe Concept- 
ons of every thing ; Cal/good evil, and evil Good ; pur light for 
darknefs, and darkneſs for light; and the moſt excellent 
things are commonly furtheſt of their approbation : It's a 
known Experiment, That the more Spiritual any Truth is, 
the wore will carnal Reaſon objett againſt it 53 Zow can theſe 
things be(0)and How can this Man give us of His fleſh to 


eat( (p), By all the underderftanding that Men have afore 


Converſion, they are but more ſtrongly prejudiced againſt 
the Truth. (q): (2.) This Enmity is further Confirm'd 
and Fix'd, by the Naturality of it, If it were an Adventi- 
tious quality, it might poſſibly be ſeparated 3 But Now it 
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(c) 1 Cor. 15. 38. (d) Matth. 7. 18. (e) Foh.3. 6. (f) Fo 
Ll. 24. (g) K0.3.7-(h) Tal. 10, 4.(1) Fob. 8.44, (k) Fer 
44+ 6. (1) ch. 2. 25.(m) ch. 17.9. (n) 1 Cor. 2. 14. (0) Fob. 
3- 9e{P) ch. 6. 53. (q) Ats 17. 18. and 1 Cor, 1, 19---22. 
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c4a110t by any Humane power. And that it is Natural, ap- 
pears, in that the Univerſality of Mankind is infetted with it: 
It is not Here and There One; But All and Every ove z Fews 
and Gentiles, are all under fin 3 None that underſtandeth;, None 
that ſcekerh after God ; None that doth good, mo not One, (r): All 
fle(þ had corrupted his way, (s) 3 Every imagination of their hears 
1s only Evil, and that continually, (t) 3 Every Manis brutiſh, and al- 
rgerber filthy, (u) : and this is their Root 3 Concetved in fin, (x) 3 
Go aſtray from the Womb, ( y); &c. It allo grows-up with them 
and the 1oyger it lives the worſe it is,and the more Impregnable(z)z 
tris not ſubje# ro the 1 aw of God neither indeed| can be ](a). And 
though (at times) they look another way, (like Bullets of 
Stone or Lead, which ated by a foreign power, are mounted 
ntothe Air z ) their upward Motion qurek/y ceaſeth, becauſe it 
was not Natural; they come again to their Center of their 
own accurd, and there they will live and die; As was veri- 
fed in Saul, Abab, Agrippa, and others. | 

4. The New Creature cannot be the Produt of Natural 
Power, becauſe every thing 1s Receiv'd and Improv'd ac- 
cording to the Nature of that which receives it, Plants and 
other Creatures, turn all their Nouriſhment into their own 
Species and Propcrty : A Vine and a Thiſtle both planted in 
one Soil, have the ſame Sun, Dew, Air, and other Influences; 
common to both ; yet, each-one Converts the whole of that: 
it receives into its own Subftance and Kind: You may Plant 
and Prune, and Dig and Dung, an evil Tree; beftow what 
cot and pains you will upon it; it does all but enable the 
more pregnant Produttion of evil Fruit: Juſt ſo doth the 
Natural Man, even turn the Grace of God into Laſciviouſneſs, (b)? 
As 10 the Pure, all things are pure ;, ſo 10 the [mpure all things are 
defiled, (c). David by his afflidions learned ro keep God's Law (4), 
but Ahaz treſpaſſed yet more, (e); Good Fofiah his heart melts 
at reading the Law, he humbles himſelf, and falls 10 Reform- 
Ig, (f): but wicked Fehojakim, he-cuts the Roll in pieces, and 
burns it (E); Thus Sin, (2, e, Corrupt Nature) works death 
by that which is Good, (b). 
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(I) Rom. 2. $.—_ 13. (S) Gens 6, 12, (t) Ch, $. 21. (U) Fer. 
IO. 14. (X) Pf. 51le 5-(Y) Pf. 58. 3- (2) Fere 13-23e (a) R0s 
8.7. (b) Fud. ver. 4- (Cc) Tit. 1. 15. (d) Pſal. 119. 67: 
(<) 2 Chorn, 28422s (f) Ch, 34. 27,31: (g) Fere 36, 23+ (h) Romy 
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Secondly, : The New Creature us "0t wrought by the Concur- 
rence of Divine and Natural Power | topether ; For, 


I. The Holy Ghoſt needs no aſſiſtance in His work: Who, 
and Where, is he that ftood-up for his help, when He mo- 


wed on the Waters, and brought-forth this World into form ? (7), 


When He weighed the Mountains in Scales, and the Hills in a 
Ballance ? (&). He that made all things of Nothing, cannot be 
ſuppos'd to need the aid of any. As Man had nothing to do 
in the Conception of Chriſt's Humane Nature, but the Power 
of the Moſt High was alone in that work ; ſo allo it is in forming 
Chriſt within us, Why ſhould He call-in the aid of another, 
unleſs deficient of Himſelf ? And he mutt be greatly pur to 
it, that takes-in the help of an Enemy. 

2. If the Holy Ghoft had need of Help, the fleſh affords 
not the leaſt, nor can. For, (1.) The Natural Man is wzth- 
out ſtrength, (1). The beſt-Natur'd Man ith World (untill 
Regenerate) is but Fleſh, 3 And all Fleſh, is graſs, and the glory 
of it as the flower of graſs, (m), which fades in a Moment ; It's 
an Arm that hath no ſtrength, (n)z Makes a thew, but can do 
nothing. ) And it 15 not weak only in it felf, but it renders 
weak and impotent whatever relyes upon it or may be uſed 
by it, for any ſpiritual End: A Straw in the hand of a 
Giant will make no deeper impreſhon than if in the hand'ot 
a oStripling; The Law it ſelf, which was Ordained to Life, 
25 made weak through the fleſh, (0). (2.) The Fleſh is an oppo- 
fre principle, at perfet Enmity againſt the Holy Seed; (as 
you ſee afore:; ) It anſwers, as Pharaor, ho uw the Lord that 1 
ſhould Obey Him, (Cp) ? Its whole butineſs is to cruſh the work- 
ings of the Spirit and the Conflict ceaſeth not, but in the to- 
tal Overthrow of the one Party. The Fleſh and the Spirit 
alwayes have been, are, and will be Two : Yet, even where 
the Enmity hath loft its Dominion, it will maintain a. Confiid 
to the laſt: And if the one fights againlt the other afcer the 
New Creature is formed, it will doubtleſs oppoſe the firft 
formation of it. (3.) If we ſhould ſuppoſe the fleſh able, 
in any reſp, to. give afſiſtance in this work the Holy Ghoſt 
would none of it; 1/4:t Concord hath Chriſt with Belial ? (4) 


—— OT IEA AS tat OO  IouERe wn OY Poms ono _— 


(1) Gen. 1.2. Fob 38. 4. (k) Jf. 40. 12, 14, (1) Rome &. Go. 
(m) 1 Pet. 1.24. (n) Fob 26. 2. (0) Rom. 7. 10. With ch. $- 
3» (P) Exod. 5. 2. (q) 2 Cor. &. 15. 
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of God's Sovereipniy, *"&c, * 
ſuch Mixtures are Abomination to Him ; He would not permit 
His People to Toke an Ox and an Aſſe together in Ploughs 
ing, (1); Nor u0 Sow their Tand with divers Seeds, (s), And 
if in Building an Altar, their Tool were lift-up upon it, the 
Lord reckons it defiled, (tr). (4-) Suppoſe a poſſibility of 
Conjunttion 3 What would be the ifſue of it ? hen the Sons 
of God mert-in to the Daughters of Men, Giants were born to 
them, (u). 1f Creatures of ſeveral kinds ſhould couple- 
tozether, what can be producd but a Monſter in Nature ? 
ſuch Monſters in Spirituals, are Hypocrites and temporary 
b-lievcrsz3 In whom there 15 ſomething begotten on the will 
of Man, by the common ftrivings and enlightnings of the 
Spirits which attains to a kind of formality z but proves, in 
the end, a lump of dead fleſh; It never comes to be a New 
Creature; as you ſee in Herod and Agrippa. An Owl's Egg, 
though hatcht by a Dove or Eagle, will prove but a Night- 
bird ;z The Secd of the bond-woman will be Carnal, though 
Abraham himlelt be the Father of it. 

To Illuftrate this a little tarther, T would briefly recougt 
what moſt probably thould influence the Hearts of Men, 
and lead rhem to Repentance; with their Common, if not 
conftant Effect, when left tu their Free-will improvements 2 
I reduce them to five, A Proſperous Condition, Affidtions, 
The Word of God, The Strivings of the Spirit, and Mi- 
racles. 

1. Proſperity: This, we find, hath not done it : How ma- 
ny have been the worſe, and how few, if any, the better 
for it ? Even Feſhu un waxed fat, and kicked, (x). In time of 
the Judges 3 whenever they had reſpite from trouble, they 
preſently fell to Idolatry: when Uzziab was ſtrong, his Heart 
was lifted-up 10 his deſtruttion, ( y). Some there be that are 10s 
in Trouble like other Men ; their eyes ſtand out with fameſs z They 
kave more than heart can wiſh, &c. But are they bettcred by it ? 
No, Pride compaſſeth them about like a Chain, and they ſet their 
Mouths againſt the Heavens, (7): So true is that Maxime, Let 
{avour be ſhewed to the wicked, yet will he not learn Righteouſ- 
neſs, In the land of Uprighwmeſs wil] be deal unjaſtly, (4) 


—— ——— OR. - — OO— 


(r) Deut, 22. 10. (s) Ver. g. (t) Exod. 20. 25. (U) Ge. 
6. 4. (x) Deus. 32. 15- (y) 2 Chron. '29, 16. (Z) Pſal. 73 
3 ——_J, (A) If a, 29, I Os 
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180 A Praf@ical Diſcourſe 
2, Aſftictions and Fudgments will not do it. Tt appears by | 
Amos, That that People were loaded with variety of Judg- 
ments, yet they turned not to Zim that ſmore them, (b); The more ? 
they were ſtricken, the more they Revvited, (c), The Lord was ; 
wroth with Ephraim, and ſmote hims Ze bid 21s face from Him, : 
and was mwroth: (which, it any thing, ſhould have Moved } 
him : ) But what cares Fphram ? He went 0n fromardly in the c 
wa: of bis Heart, (4). The Fers continue to this day in their , 
unbelicf, though wrath he came npon then 10 the un-rmoſt. The , 
Antichriſtian world, when vials of wrath were poured forth { 
| upon them ; 7h-y Bliiphemed God, and Repented nor, (©) 5 Thus, { 
| Bray a Fool in a Mo: tar, yer will not his Fooliſhneſs depars from t 
. him, {hs It's Natural to him, and therciore inſeparable. , 
2. The 10rd of God, and his Ordinances; Neither 15 1t 1n | 
thcle to turn the heart back a-gain, Of this, the People of 
4 Iſrael are a pregnant Example; To theia were Commined the | 
' _Oraclesof God, (g). No Nation had Cod ſo nigh them as they, (h2. 7 
and yet the moſt ſtubborn, ſtift-neckeil People that ever the | 
{ earth bore. The Tord ſents them 174 I rophets, riſi:g ea- ly, aid C 
| ſendirg (7): And ſee how theyr uſcd ! Firft, They ſlight 1s MW «x 
| Meſſengers, and fend them away empty, (k): Then they fall to 
} beating and impriſonirg of them, (I): yea, they proceed fur- h 
i ther, (for this Enmity knows no bounds, | Some they Stone, f 
| Others they ſlew with the Swor 4, (7). When was there One a 
4 that eſcaped them? At laſt, He ſends them 27is Son ; Sure- h 
i ly, theyl Reverence Him ! No, Thy 1s the Heir, Come, let us v 
| kill Zim, (n); And thus they went-on 121] there was 70 Ke- ] 
if medy, (0). C 
' 4. The World of Ungodly in Noah's time ; After warning h 
| of the Flood, they had the Spirit of God ſirivirg with them D 
[ Sixſcore years together, (p): And yet, nota Man in the whole ir 
| Univerſe prevailed-upon. The People in the Wilderneſs ; ci 
F How many ways did the Lord firive with them, by Mighty ſt 
} Delivcrances, Terrible Appearances, Mercitul Providences, ki 
| Dreadtul Judgments z And this, Fourty years together ! and Je 
{ CC = Ze; Re = 
(b) Amos 4.6. — 12. {c) 1ſ2. te 5. (d) Iſa. $7. 17. (E) Rev- 5 
16,9, 11- Hof. 7. 9.10; (t):Prov.'27, 22.8) Rom: 36:2: 
| (h) Deut. 4:7 (i) 2 Ch. 36: 15. 16. Frere 25. 2, ge (1) Fere ( 
| 37. 15. (Mm) Luk. 20. 100 15. (n) Manh, 21. 38, (0) 2 Chr- th 
| <O, IE, (P) Gen, Ge 3* } 
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Foly Spirtt, (q). : : 

s. Miracles will not do it: What a Multitude of Theſe 
wingled with Judgment, were ſhewn upon Pharaob! All 
which did but further harden him, (7). Then the People 
in the Wilderneſs ; Take but that one Inftance of Xorah and 
his Company ; The Earth clave aſunder, and ſwallowed-up the 
chief of the Mutinecrs, with all that they had g They went 
alive into the Pit, (s): Two hundred and fifty more were 
conſumed by fire from Heaven, (t) : Which one would think 
ſhould cauſe them to fear the Lord, and de no more pre- 
ſumptuouſly : and yet, the next thing we hear of them, on 
the very Morrow, they are at it againz And that not a Par- 
ty of them, but the whole CO. (u), All which con- 
{dered, and laid together z It follows with much Evidence, 


Thirdly, That the New Creature 1 the Produdt of Divine Po- 
w21[ alone. ](APoint of great Concernment if duly conſidered.) 


The Evangeliſt Fohn 1s clear on our fidez touching this 
Orizinal and Pedigree of It ; Both whence it is not,and whence 
it is: Jt is born aot of blood; 1,e, It belongs not to, nor is 
brought forth in, any as they are Men made of fleſh and 
blood; Nor as they. are Abraham's Seed according to- the 
fleſh, (x); Nor 15 it born of the will of the fleſh; The carnal 
and ſenſual affettions have nothing to do in the ſpiritual 
birth: Nor of the will of -Man;z The Rational Faculties, by 
which Men are ſet above the Rank of other Creatures; ever 
Theſe contribute nothing to our Divine Sonſhip: But it is of 
God,(»y); 7. e, It is His Work alone; and the Natural Man 
has nothing to do in it; he is as perfeftly unadive in it, as the 
Dry bones in cauſing themſelves to Live, (xz); Or as Lazarus 
in Reviving himſelf; of whom it is ſaid, Ze that was dead 
came-forth bound hand and foor, (4); Which was ſuch a Demon- 
ſtration of Divine Power, that the Phariſees themſelves ac- 
knowledge, If they now let Him alone, all Men will believe in 
Him, (b). (And if it were not ſo, the Lord alone ſhould 
n0t be exalted.) And with this falls-in that other beloved 
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(q) Iſa, 63. 10.(r) Exod. 7. 14, 22: chi. 19. ch. g. 7. Ore 
(s) Numb. 16, 32- (t) Ver. 35. (u) Ver. 41. (X) Rom. 9. 7s 
(V) Foh. 1 13. G2) Execke. 37+ 5» 9, 14: (a) Fob, 11. 44s 
(b) Ver. 48, 
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Vet, ſtill they went-on Rebelling againſt Him, and vexing bis 
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Diſciple Femes, Of His own Will begat He us, (c); i. e. By His © 
Own Divine power, He forms and brivgs-forth the New Crea- 
tion, without any affiftance from the Old, or Co-operation 
of it: They contribute no more to it, than thoſe who ſleep 
in the duft, to their own Reſurrection. Peter, he alſo tell; 
us, Jt is born of Incorruptible Seed, (4): And Fo-n, again, That 
Jt is born of the Spirit. (e), which is, plainly, tv be of the 
Off-ſpring of God. Of like tenour is that of the Prophet, 
Thou baſt wrought all our works in as, (f); and that of Paul, 
IWe are bis Workmanſhip, (g); As alfo That of the Pſalmiſt, 7: 
& He that bath made vs (and not we our ſelves) His People, (bh). 
We find it here, and in Fohy, exprefſc4 both Negatively 
and Poittively as purpoſely and for ever to exclude what-ever 
1s in Man, from being /o much as thoupgrit contributary to the 
New Creation; and that the whole Work might be Fa- 
ther d upon God only : Which is indeed, the Natural Reſult 
of all thoſe Scriptures which ſpeak of it under the Notion of 
a Creatures Which neceſſarily implies, That the whole of It, 
both Matter and Form, 1s from the Creator : For, in truth, a 
Creature's foundation is Nothing, befides the good pleaſure of God. 
It may further be Noted, That in Fames, The Father of Lighrs 
1s {aid to beget it; and in the Galarians, Ferujalem which is 
above, to be the Mother of it; and in Jo (as a fore) that 
Tt is born of the Spirit, Now, if Father and Mother, Begercer 
and Bringer-forth, are both in #ea-:7 ; what ſhall the Man 0! 
Earth tound his preteniions upon, as to the Parantage of the 
New Creature ? 

'And further, it is worthy of Remark ; 1. What ſort of 
Inſtruments were moſtly uſed in this Work 3 Not the Learned, 

but [literate Men: And of Theſe, ſuch moſt eminently as 
had neither elegancy of Speech, nor Majeftick preſence, (1): 
And the End of this was, That it might appear, and Men 
might be Convinced, That their Faith ſtood 3:0t im, (was nei 
ther made nor maintained by,) the 1/iſi9m of Men, but the 
Power of God, (k). 2. The ratural waptneſs of the Perſons 
commenly wrought upon, to Receive thole high-born Princi- 
Ples: Not many of the ſe and Nob!e ; but the poor, baſe, and 
fooliſh z, (i. e. In compariſoa of Others) And why Thele? 
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(c) Fam. 1. 18.2 Pet. 1. 3. (d) 1 Per. 1, 23. (e) Fob. 
3+ 8. (f) Ij. 26. I 2, (g) Eph. ©: $Os (Hh) Pfal. 1 OCs 2, 
(1) 2 Cor. 10; 10, (43 -1:Cor: 2. 2,4; 65 
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Truly; 


Truly, it was to make-good -the Truth that's here aſſerted» 


viz. That 1:0 fleſh might Glory in His preſence, (I). And yet 
likewiſe take Notice, That the Wiſe and Noble were not ex- 
cluded; Witneſs the wife of Zerod's Steward, Foſeph, Necodemus, 
and Sergius Paulus a Prudent Man 3 Which further illuftrates 
the Power of God, in that He did, by thoſe weak and cons 
temptible Means, bring-in alſo ſuch as Theſe. 3. The Scrip- 
ture's ſo emphatically alcribing this Work unto God : which 
kind of aſcription were very improper, if Faith and HoJineſs 
were things ſo Common, and ealily attain*d z and the Natu- 
r4l Man ſo Able and Vertuous an Engine in that Work ,as moſt 
Men imagine. Paul ftiles it, The Faith of the Operations of 
God, (m). Iſaiah makes it dependent on the Arm of the Lord 
[ Revealed] (7); (i.e, Made-bare, and put-forth to the utmoſt ;) 
Our Savicur, He attributes it to Go4 the Father, as Lord of 
Heaven and Earth, (0): And Paul again, To the exceeding 
Greatneſs of His Mighty Power, even the ſame by which He 
raiſed Feſus Chriſt from the Dead, (p) 3 Even Then, when the 
tins of all His People lay upon Him; And all the Malice, 
Strength, and Subtllity, of the Powers of Darkneſs, wereup in 
Arms againſt itz Which was (indeed) the higheſt Indica- 
tion of Divine Power, that evcr was put-forth, or ſhall be. 


II. The next thing to be ſhewn, is, Who thoſe bleſſed Ones 
are, to whom theſe Requiſites to Salvation do belong? and 
by whattiitle ? 


The Anſwer is, They all do belong to Eleft Perſons, and that 
in right of their Elefion. Ele and Believer are Convertible 
termsz Every Believer is an Elect perſon, and every Ele& 
perſon is a Believer, or ſhall be in his time. This Right (in- 
deed) is nextly founded upon Redemption 3 but being 0ri- 
ginally from Elettion, I ſhall ſpeak (here) only to That. To 
put Effe&ts in the place of Cauſes z and Cauſes, of Effetts 
3s a great abſurdity in Natural things: and yet how prone 
are we to it, in Matters of Divine Concernment ! which chiefly 
comes from the pride of our Spirits, who fain would be Some» 
body in procuring "our own happineſs z and do therefore af- 
Cribe it to any Caule, rather than That whicti is proper to 
it, This is a Great Evtl ; and the more perilous and catching, 
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(1) x Cor. 1. 26, 27, 29, (m) Col. 2. 12: (n) 1/4. 53» bo 
(0) Matth, 11, 25+ (P) Col. 1. 12, 
| N 4 becauſy 


becauſe eſpouſed by Some of no-common-profeſhon ; and 
that with great pretences of Reaſon for it. To refute which, 
your moſt Rational courſe will be, to ſearch and conſult the 
Scripturesz whoſe teſtimony and right Reaſon do always 
ſort-together: And if by this Aſcent you follow Salvation, 
and all the Conducements thereto, up to their Head ; you 
ſhall find them all to be intirely and abſolutely of God, anda 
contained in the ſame Decree; and conſequently, That Faith 
and Zolineſs are the Effet and certain Conſequent of Flefton. 
The genuine Import of Scripture-Salvation, is broad and 
comprehenſive; extending to all manner of Requiſites, which 
any way conduce to the perfect accompliſhment of the thing 
It ſelf; Outward Salvation, what ever belongs to the Out- 
. ward Man's preſervation; As Watcr, Bread, Walls, and Bul- 
warks, &c. Ta. 25. 1. Salvation will appoint Waits and Bul- 
zwarks: 7. e. The promiſe of Salvation, implies. and carries 
Jn it all things pertaining to Safety : So, Spiritual Salvati- 
on, whatever pertains to Blefſedneſs and Glory ; as Redemp- 
tion from Sin, Faith, Holineſs, and #oldirg out tw the End: 
'Any of which being abſent, would invalidate all the reſt; 
as one Round of a Ladder pluck'd out, hinders your aſcent 
to the top. If One give me a piece of Land that 18 round 
Incloſed ; the Law gives me a Way to it, though no expreſs 
mention thereof in' my Deed, ſo as to take the profits z His 
gift would Otherwiſe little avail Me. Salvation 1s That the 
Ele& are endowed-with ; Faith and Holineſs, the neceſſary 
Way to their attual poſſcſhon : And thereforc, : Theſe they 
Muſt be ordained unto, and are, as well as to Salvation it 
ſelf : For, being Prediſtinaze to the Adoption of Sons, (q); and 
to be conformed to the Image of Chriſt, (7); (which is not per- 
fettly accompliſhd till His appearing in Glory, (s), they muft 
be Predeſtinate alſo to all thoſe intermediate Deſpenſations 
and Graces, which are requiſite thereto : For, Right to the 
End, gives Right to the Means: They are therefore ſaid to 
be Chofen to Salvation [ through ] Sanification of the Spirit, and 
belief of the Truth, (t). In order of Intention, God wills the 
End firft, and then the Mcans; In Order of Execution, the 
Means firſt, as dire@ive to that End, (u): The End is the 
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(q) Eph. 1. 5- (cr) Rom, 8, 28. (s) 1 Foh. 2. 2, (t) 2 Theſſe 
2, 13. (U) KC, &. 59. 
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cauſe of the Means (x), and Election the Cauſe of them 


both, (9): 

the The Promiſe of Canaan to Abraham's Seed, did virtually 
ays contain whatever muſt come between the making of the 
on, Promiſe, and the final performance of itz As (1. ) To mul- 
701 tiply his Seed into a Nation. (2.) To keep Eſau, Laban, 
nd ind Others, from hurting them, (3.) To provide for them 
ith in t;me of Famine. (4,) To preſerve and increaſe them in 
; | *Feypt, notwithſtanding the Egyptians craft and cruelty to 
nd B :ippreſs them. (5.) To- bring them forth with an high 
ich Þ hand, in contempt of Pharaob's Reſolvedneſs againft it, and 
ng Þ is Potency to withftand it. (5.) To divide the Sea be. 
ut- E® ore them, and provide them a Table in the Wilderneſs, 
ul- EB #7.) To cauſe their Enemies hearts to faint, and become as 
u1- © Water. (8.) To fend the Hornet before them, and to fight 
ies tor them, Tr. ( For Otherwile, the Lord's given them Cana- 
ti- IK <7, had been but as the Pope's giving England to the Spant- 
ip- ® 4, that is, If he could get it.) And laſtly, To pardon 
d: tncir manifold great and high Provocations ; by which they 
ſt ; expoſed themſelves to wrath and extirpation daily. So 1s it 
nt KK 1 the Caſe of Fledzonz Tt draws with it even All that is ten- 
nd dent to the Saints a&tual Inveftiture with Glory, The Apo- 
cls ſtle therefore linketh Eternity paſt, with Eternity ro-come g 
is He makes Ele4107 and Glorification the two extream points of 
he . the Compaſs; Calling and Fuſtification ( which are parts in- 
ry termediate ) he founds upon the Firſt, in order to the Laſt g 
ey K and gives you their Set-courſe, in Rom. 8, Whom Fe did fore- 
it know, Them alſo He did Predeſtinate, ( to what ? ) 10 be confor- 
14 med to the Image of His Son 4 And whom He did Predeſtinate them, 
T- alſo Hie Called, (3), And what did He Call them to ? He 
Fi Called them to 4zolineſs, to Glory and Virtue, (a) ; And whom 
NS He Called, them alſo He Fuſlified and Glorifieth, (b): Theſe all 
he do belong to the ſome perſons, and that By vertue of the 
0 Decree 3 and no one of them did ever go alone. | 

1d The like Subccſhon of Cauſes and Effetts ye have in the 
Je 16 th of Ezekzel, (c), The Lord finds them in their blood, 
IC that is,in their Natural loſt Condition,He enters into Covenant 
NG with them, an4 makes them His Own ; there's their EleCion 2 


Then He Waſhes them, and that throughly ; there's their 
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(x) Eph. 2.4, 5. (y) Ephe.2.8, 10. (2) Rome 8. 294 (A) 2 Pet. 
1- 3, (b) Rem. Pp 3 Os (Cc) Exek, 16, 6, tO 12, 


Juſtification + 


 Tuftification : And then Adons them, there's their SanfAi- 

fication 3 which always is Conſummated in Glory. In the 
37th of the As, ye have Parl preaching at Theſſalonica, (4) : 
The ſame Doctrine was proponnded to all indefinitely ; ( and 
it muſt be ſo; for the Minifter knows not the Elect from other 
Mcn : ) But the Holy Ghoſt, who ſcarcherth the deep things of 
God, and hath the Management of this Work committed to 
Him ; He knew the Elect by Name, (e), and accordingly took 
them; Gathered them One by One, (f), ( each one in his pro- 
per time ) and opeiid their Far 19 Diſcipline ) (p\) 3 Making 
them That they were Cholen to bv, And the ſame Apoſtle, 
in his Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians, where he Celebrates the 
Effects of this Sermon, brings in their Eled!0n as the Cauſe of 
their Converſion; Xrominp brethren beloved, your Eledion of Gol; 
{ For Jr Goſpel cane 70 t9 you tn Word only,as it did to others) 
but tn Power, (h\ : S0in the Arts, As maily as were Ordatned 
7 Eternal Life, believed,t); And the Lord added to the Church 
daily, ( whom did he ad1 ) fuch as ſynuld be ſaved. (k): Ef- 
feitual Calling is a ſure Demonſtration of Eled1on, and the firft 
Eftect by which it can be known. 

That precious Faith through which we are Saved, 1s ob- 
tained through the Righteouſneſs of G94, and our Saviour Feſus 
Chiift, (1): 1. It is given through the Righteouſneſs of God 
the Father ; and fo, it either reſpects His Ordaining us to 
Eternal Lite 5 In which A& He dic implicitely engage Him- 
{ſelf to g1Ve us Faith, ( which may therefore be called, The 
Faith of God's Elett,)'(m) 3 Or elle, it reſpetts His Promile 
made to Chriſt, That ſer1ring His Soul an Offering for fin, He 
ſhould ſee His ſeed, (n) 3 Or it may be intended of both. 2. The 
Righreouſneſs of Chrift is concerned in it two ways; 1. AS 
the Meriting or procuring Cauſe thercofz and fo this Faith 
belongs, of Right, to every one He die for, (o). Or, 2, As 
He is that faithtul Servant, who gives to ever y One according 
as He hath received of the Father for them, (p): Inall which 
reſpects, it evidently flows from Election, To confirm 
which, he ſays expreſly, in -his former Epiſtle, That they 
were| Eleted} uno Obetience, ad ſprinkling of the blood of Feſus 
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(d) As 17: 1,to 4. (<) Fob. 19. 2+ (f) 112. 27. 12. (2g) Fob 
26. 10, (h)-1 Theſs. 1. 4, 5+ (i). Aitts 13- 48-.(k) Ch. 2. 47« 
(D-.2 Per. 1-1. (m) Tit. 10-1» (n)- T/a- $3. 10s TH Is Zo 
with 2 7im, 1. 9. (0) Phil, 1« 29. (P) Eph 4+ 7) 8: 
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ding to Fis good pleaſure which He had purpoſed in Himſelf, (7). 
The ſame Intendment we have in the Corizths 3 The ,breack- 
ing of the Goſpel is to them/that periſh Fooliſhneſs : but To Ws who 
are Saved } it is the Power of God, (s) ; And in 7:morh;v, Who 
hath | Saved ] us, and called us with an Holy Calling, (r) : In 
both places, Savirg is put afore Callirg ; and then it muſt be 
afore Faith : And how Men are Saved before they Belteve, 
unleſs by Ele&zon, ( or Redemption, which is commenſurate 
with Election ) doth not appear to vs, To this purpale is 
further Obſervable, that in Rom. $ the Apoſtle ſets Prede- 
{iiratioa afore Calling, (u), as in Timothy, and the Corinebs, he 
doth Savings And in Kom. 9. he puts Callirg in a tenſe ſuble- 
quent to Elettion or Preparing uni Glory, (x). The Apoſtle 
F:1de his ſentence alſo accords with it ; He dircs his Epiſtle 
10 them that are Sandified, by God the Father, and Preſerved in 
tejus Chriſt, and Called, (y) : Where, by [ Sandified ] he 
means | Ele#ed ] ſeparated or ſet-apart : In this fence the 
word i> uſed elſewhere, where it will not admit of any other, 
Exod. 31. 13- / ant the Lord that doth ſaniifie you: And more 
plainly in Numb. 8. 17. Al the firſi-orn of the Children of 1rael 
are Mine : On the day that 1 ſmore every Firſt-born in the Land of 


but Chooſing, Selefing, or Serting-apart, can be intended :;, And 
I eeno Reaſon, why it ſhould not be ſo underſtood in that 
ot Fude. 

And it is termed an 7oly Calling, not only as it calleth us 
to /:0/ineſs 3; but as it is Sacred, Peculiar, Set-apart and Ap- 
propriated to an Holy People, viz. Thoſe whom the Lord ſet a- 
part for Himſelf : Whole Frernal Santtitying them in His De- 


c1ee, was the Original Caule of their-being SanEtified 4tuallyz 
| 


Ford 1s uſed for borh 3 as it is alſo for Redemption; For their 
ſales ( fays Chriſt ) 1 ſantified my ſelf, (4). - A lightfom In- F 


Le loved them with an Fverlaſiirg love, and | therefore ] with lo» 
wirg kindneſs doth He draw them, (3): And. this their Atuat 


Sanetification is ſo indubitable a Conſcquent of the Decree-! 
tive, and ſo Appropriate to the ſame Perſons, that the ſame; 
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-(q) 1: Pet---1--2 (rx) Epb. 1... 9- (8) 1 : Core. Ts. 1% 
(t) 2 Tim. Io Ge. (U) Kom. 8. JO. (X) RoW. QG 23+ 24+ 
(y) Fude Vers 1, (2) Fer. 3. 3. (4)Fobs 17s 19: - 

| | france 


Chriſt, (q). So, The Myſtery of His Will is made Inown, accor-—* 


Egypt, 1| Sandtified } them for my felf « Here no other thing | 


| 
| 
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ftance of this, we have in Fldad and Medal, who though 
they came not up to the Tahernacle with their Brethrea z 
yet, being of them that were | Written ] the Spirit cam?-upon 
ther, avd they Propheſied in th» C 1mp, (b ; ) ( Ele@0n finds out 
Men when they think not of it. } So, the Lord firſt deter- 
mines Feremy to his Office 3 Then puts-forth His hand and fits 
him for his Work, (c). Even Chriſt Himſelf was firſt appoin- 
ted to His Mediatory Oti:cc; and then the Spirit came up- 
on Him, becauſe ſo appointe4, 4). 

Quer, In the 1ſt Foh. 16. it is aid, That ro them which Re- 
cerved Him, He gave power 19 become the Sons of God : which 
ſeems to put their Believing before their Sonſhip. 

$9l, Nibeit that Faith goes afore the Manifeſtation of our 
Sonſhip, yet not afore our Sonſhip it ſelf 5 The Adoption of Sons 
iS, That me mere Predeſtinar2d-to, before the foundation of the 
World, (e). That ( therefore ) in Fobn, muſt be underftood 
with that of Moſes, when he pleads with God for His pre- 
ſence with His People, So ſhall we be ſeparated f-0m all the Peg- 
ple that are on the face of the Earth, (f ): Not that this Separa- 
tion was Now to be made ; It was done afore, (p): But, his 
meaning 1s, That by the Lord's going with them, this their 
Separation ſhould be Marifeſte.!. The ſame Senſe of the 
word ye have in Matthew «, 1ove your Enemtes, Bleſs them that 
Curſe you; that ye may be ( that is, that ye may appear to be ) 
the Children of your Father which is in Heaven, (h). In like 
Manner We hecome the Sons of Gol by Faith, Gal. 3. 26. 

The budding of Aaron's Roll, was not the Cauſe of God's 
Chooſing him to the Prieſthood (3) ; Nor the falling of the 
Lot upon Saul, and afterwards npon Marthras ;, the Reaſon 
why Go deſigned them, the One to the Kingdom, and the 
Oother to the Apofſtleſhip ; They were both appointed betore 
and thoſe Evenrs were but the Effes of that their fore ap 

pointment, and Evidences of it, (k). So, the Giving of the 
Spirit is that which follows Eledtion 3 Becauſe Sons, God hath 
{ ſent-fo-th the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, (1) : Although 
+ the Manifeſtation of our Adoption, and our a#44! enjoyment 
{ of its Priviledges, are #1 time yet the Thing it ſelf we were 
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(d) Numb. 11.26.{c) Fer. 1.9.(d) Iſa. 61.1.(e) Eph. 1,4,5. 


| | (f) Ex07. 33- 13. (g) Levit 20. 24. (h) Deut. 7. 5. Math. 5, 
| 44, 45+ (1) Numb 17.5, 3. (k) 1 Same 9s 16. with ch, 19 
Y! 21. Acts 1. 24, 26: (1) Gals 4. Go 


Predeftinated 


Preleftinated to from Everlaſting, (m). Purſuant to this, 
vur Saviour manifeſts the Father's Name to rhe Men He had 
given Him | out of the IVorld; ] and | theſe ] recetve tt, (n) : 
The [ Sheep } hear His voice,and [ follow im, ] (0); Of others 
He ſaith expreſly, Te[" believe not, }] becauſe ye are [ not of my 
Sheep : ] (p). Hethat is of God heareth God's Word ; ye there- 
fore hear them nor, becauſe ye are 0s of God, (q), The fame 
Reaſon He gives for His different Miniftration towards #7s 
Own, and Others; To the One it was | given ]to know the My- 
ſeries of the K ingdom of Go; to the ather it was | nor ] given (7): 
And therefore, . having ended His Parables, He diſmiſſes the 
Multitud?, as having no more for them, but to His Diſci- 
ples He expoundeth every thing in private, (s): and ye fee, 
He puts it upon Fledion, as that which had inveſted them 
with this Preropative above the Reſt, | To you it is given ]1.e 
it belong'd to them by God's Donation and Appointmenc 
They are fi-/t Saints by Election, then Saints by Calling, (z). 

When Chriſt appeared to Paul going, to Damaſcus, they 
that were with Him wcre all in a Maze ; a Voice they heard, 
but Knew not what it ſpake: Why ſo 1ince they were as 
likely to yield as he ? It was not indeed, intended for them ;- 
and therefore, their Ears were not boared, nor the ſpeech 
diretted to them, but to Paul; and to Paul by Name; But 
why to Paul above the Keſt, fince he was the Ring-lzader 
and Chief Perſecutor in the Company 3 Paul was a Choſen 
Feffel 3 and this ( in brief ) was the Reaſon of it, as you have 
it Recorded in As 22. 14. The God of our Fathers hath choſen 
thee, | That thou ſhouldeſt know His will, ] The Jews had 
many Means of knowing the Meſſiab, and Inducements to be- 
heve in him, which the Gentiles had not ; and yet theſe 
embrace the Goſpel, whiles the Fews Reject it: Thoſe who 
ſought after Righteouſneſs, fell-ſhort uf it z when thoſe who 
foupht it nor, attain*d it, (u), For the bottom-Reaſon of 
which different diſpenſation, we are referr*d to Eleton, 
The Elefion hath obtained, and the Reſt mere blinded, (x). 

How variouſly are ſeveral Men affected in hearing the ſame 
word ! The Sheep and the Reſt have ( both ) the ſame out- 
ward means : One Negletts it ; attends not at all, or regards 


(m) Fph. 1.4,5, 9,11. {n) Fob. 17. 6, $. (0) Foh. 10. 27. 
(p) Ver. 26.{q) Fob. 8.47. {r) Manh. 13. 11.(s) Mark 
4-24. (t) Ram: to 7. (u) Rom. 9. 39, 31: (X) Ch. 11s 7. 
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not w'hat he hears: A ſecond quarrels it 3 as the Jews often 
did: A third is perſwaded almoſ? ; as Agrippa was, and thoſe 
that would hear Paul again of that Matter : A fourth is 
Pricked in the heart, and perſwadcd altogether. It's a ſtumb- 
ling-block to ſome, Fooliſhneſs to Others, and to ſome *tis the 
Power of God; And this [ ſome} are ſuch as were Eledel ; of 
thoſe to whom the Promiſe was made, ( »), and are therefore 
termed The Called according 10 1745 purpoſe, (2)s And according 
z0 His own Purpoſe and Grace which was given them in Chriſt 
before the World began, (a): They are firſt Choſen, and then 
Cauſed to approach unto Gol, (6), 

There 1s almoſt no end of Scriptures to this purpoſes 1 
ſhall inſtance one more, and ſo clote up this Particular. All 
the Bleſhngs which the Saints are bletfed with in time, are all 
beftowed according to God's Decree of Election before time; 
as is manifeſt from Eph. 1. ver. 3, 4, 5. Where 1 obſerve, 
1. That Election goes afore the actual donation of Spiritual 
bleflings4 For T hele dre given in time, That was afore time 3 
and that which comes After cannot be the Caule of that which 
went afore it: One Effect may be the caute of another ; 
but not the cauſe of that which cauſed it ſelf, 2. That the 
AdFual Dcnation of Spiritual bleſſings is | accordirg) ro Elefion: 
7, & Eledi07 15 the Rule by which the Diſpenſation is guided: 
It is Adequate with Election , and Anſwerable thereto, even as 
the Impreſhon is to the Frinting-typesz Or as the faſhion 
of David's body to the platform thereof in God's book; and 
the tabernacle to the pattern ſhewn in the Mount 5 accord- 
ing to which all things were made, as well in reſpect of 
Number, Weight and Mcaſure, as Form and Figure. Spiri- 
tual bleſſings are not given to One More or Fewer, or in other 
manner, but jutt as Election had laid it forth : Which alſo 
is further confirm'd by Rev. 21. 27, Where we find, That 
none are admitted into the Holy City, but Whoſe Names were 
written i the book of life 5 and whoſoever was not found wrinen 
?n that book, was caſt into the Lake of fire, (c): Which ſhews, 
that at the latter day, it wil! be taken for granted, that 4s 
many as were ordained 10 Eternal life, believed; and that all and 
every One without the iift of Election, dyed in Unbelict 3 


(y) Ads 2. 39. (z) Rom, 8. 23 (a) 2 7imes 1, 9. (b) Tf: 
©5. 4+ (C) Rev. 20, I5e 
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obtained, (d)3 and the Reſt were Blinded, ( o 
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that the Eletion 


I Therefore, Faith and Holineſs'are not the Cauſe, but the cer- 
5 tain Effet, and conſequent of EleQion. | 

Y Now, if any ſhould ask ( by the way ) Wherein the Special 
e Love of God to Elect perſons, diſcovers it ſelf before their 
f Converſion ? Icannot aſhgn any plain or open Diſcoveries of 
. it ; by which the Ele& may be known from other Men; fince 
7 all outward things fall alike to All : The Zeir, whiles a Child, 
} differs nothing from a Servant, although he be Lord of all, (f); 
1 by Ele&tion. And yet, there are divers gracious Operations 


of that Love towards them, even in Common Providences 5 
albeit they arc not perccived till Afterwards :; As, 

I. In keeping alive the Root or Stem they were to grows 
from: This ( perhaps ) was not the lr2ft Caiiſe of adding 
Litteen Years to Hezekiab's Life 5 wiq. for Foſtab's fake, who 
was to come of his Lineage 3 Menaſjch, who was to be his 
Grand-fathcr, not being yet born : So, thoſe days of tribu- 
lation were ſhortned, and many of the Jews, by ſpecial Pro- - 
vidence, kept alive, for the Eleats ſake that ſhould be of 
their Progeny, perhaps two thouſand years after : 

2. In preſerving the Ele themſelves from many a death 
they were obnoxious-to before their Converſion 3 as He allo 
did Manaſſeh: And this was the Cauſe, when Satan had them 
in his Net, and had drag'd them to the brink of Hell, that 
the Lord ſens from Heaven, and ſaved them (g). Deliver him, 
1 have found a Ranſom, (h), q.-d. He is mine, and I have de- 
gned him another End. | 

3+ In keeping them from the unpardonable fin : Thus 
Paul, being a Choſen Veſſel, was kept without that kudw- 
I-dge of Chriſt which ſome of the Pharijees had z For other- 
wiſe, his Perſecuting the Church of God, had been uncapa- 
ble of pardon, as appears from 1 7m. 1. 13, 1 o2raimed Mer- 
Cy, becauſe I dil it Ignorantly. 

4. In caſting the Lot of their Habitation where He hath 
planted, or will plant, the Means of Grace z Or, bringing 
chem ( Providentially ) where ſome Effectual Word ſhall be 
ſpoken to them : the One is verified in thoſe who dwelt at 
Corinth, where Paul muft preach, and not hold his peace 3 
For, ſays the Lord, 1-have much People in this City, (1) : The | 
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(d) 4s 13. 43. (ec) Rom. 11.7: () Gal. 4. 1. (8) Pþ 
57+ 2» (h) Fob 32. 24 (1) Als 18,5. 10. 


other, 


Pentecoſt, from all parts of the World ; which gave them the 
Opportunity of coming-together, and of Hearing Peter's Ser- 
mon; by means whereof Thouſands were Converted, (k). 
It is farther Exemplified by the Story of the Eunuch, (1) 
As alſo in that of Zackezs, whole intent reached no higher, 
than to ſee what manner of perſon Chriſt was, being ſo much 
talk*d-of abroad ; and being low of Starure, he Climbes into a 
Tree, and there Salvation meets both him and his Houle, (m). 


TV. (Our laſt Enquiry is,) Of the Way and Manner of God's 
Diſpenſg Spirimal Bl-fſirgs, And that is, Ffjedtualh 
and Freely. 


Firſt, Efetually : The Soul is not turned to God by a 
twine-thread ; nor doth the Lord content Himſclr with 47ſh- 
ing and Wouldirg that it might be fo after the manner of 
Men ; who cither are ſomewhat Indifferent about the thing, 
or have not wherewith to effect their delires : Nor meerly 
by propounding, moving and ftriving, by moral Sualions, 
Inftruttions, Threatnings, and the like 3 (which are of little 
avail with a dark underſtanding and fixed Enmity, which 
every Natural Man i: atted by : ) But by the putting-forth of 
a Power Invincible ; A Power that will not be ſaid Nay; but 
what it wills, that it will dog what it undertakes, it goes 
thorow with. To do a thing Effettually, is to do it Perfectly, 
Thorowly, Succeſsfully; S0 to ule and apply the Means, that 
the End defign*d is ſurely brought-to paſsz and this not- 
withſtanding all the Weakneſs, Avelsrnels, and Repugnan- 
cy of the carnal mind againſt it. | 

I might -produce Inſtances not-a-few, touching God's 
Effetual Working to bring-about things of leſſer moment: 
How unwilling was Moſ?s to be His Meſſenger to Pharaoh ? 
So oppoſite to it, that when he had no farther plea nor ex- 
cuſe to make, he carries it perverſly towards the Lord ; Send 
by the hand of him whom thou ſhouidſt fend; (ſays he) (0). 
But God having deiigned him for the Work leaves him nor 
until He had won him to it. (p). So Pharaob refolv'd be would 
70t let the People go 3 But, / will ſtretch out my hand (ſays 
God" a7 he ſhall let you £9, Much more will He make His 


(k) - Aﬀs 2.5. .(1)-8- -27--- (m) Luk. -19-.. 2, t0 9. 
(n) E704. 3 and 4 chap. (0) Ch, 4- 13, (Pp) Vere 158. 


Arm 


other, in thoſe who were come to Feruſalm at tle Feaſt of 


Armbare for the Salyation of his Choſen, whom He loved 
from Everlaſting : And it muſt be ſo done. 

I. Becauſe otherwiſe, the Ele& ſhould be in no better con- 
dition than Other Men; For, until Converiicn Satan hath as 
fiſt hold of them as of the Reſt. Adam's fall was the Devil's 
Maſter-piccez To bring Men into his own Condemnation, is 
The Trophee he glories in and being a Prince buth proud, 
{ubtil, and Imperious, you may not think he will be Baffled, 
or Complimented, out of his hold : Intreaties, Menaces, and. 
force of Arguments, are of no weight with him ; He laughs 
at your ſtrong Reafons, and counts them but rotten wood 
+25 T know, and 2zis Spirit T know, (q); but what are 
thele ? No, this kind goes not forth by conſcnt z Nothing 
will move him, but that Perer which Heaven and Earth do 
bow-under : He that made him (and He orily) can cauſe his 
Sword to approach unto him, and take the Prey from this 
Tz;rivle One, And for this it was that our Saviour tells the 
Apoftles, (when he ſends them to 1urn Men from Satan uito 
God) That all Power in Heaven and Earth was committed t0 
kin, (r); And that, in this power He will be with them to the 
end of the World, (s\; which was indeed but needful z For, 
they had ſurely gon on a fleevele(s errand, (a weak and fruits 
leſs deſign, ) if Chriſt himſelf thus impower'd had not gon 
with them. And for the Ele themſclves, They are of them- 
lelves no better diſpos'd to this work than thoſe that Never 
ſhall be wrought-upon : They are Enemies in their minds, 
Darlneſs, Dead in jm, and Children of wrath, even as Others: . 
And this they are by Nature : Their State (therefore) could 
not be changed, if a Power 1nuincible,and Invincibly Reſolved in 
what it undertakes, were not engaged in it. Ephraim, though 
an Ele&t Veſſel, yet whiles in Nature, was of ſo bad a Na- 
ture, that all Moral endeavours were loft upon him. Let 
Meſſengers be ſent to him early and late, he pulls away the 
ſhoulder : The Lord was wroth with him, ſmote him, hid 
His Face from him, he ſtill went on frowardly 3 Shew him 
his Sickneſs, ſo that he cannot but ſee itz and he ſends to' 
King Fareb; (takes any courſe rather than turn to Him that 
imote Him, ) (1). Take off the yoke from his jaw, give 
him the ſcope of his Will, and the firft thing he takes to 
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(9) Atts 19. 15+ (r) Marth. 28, 18. ($) Ver, 20, Luke 9g. 1- 
(t) Zofe 5, 13: 
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which is Meat indeed, and he'l rather ftarve than eat ; (Men 
left to their own will, will rather go to Hell, than be be- 
holden to Free Grace for Salvation.) But (ſays Gcd) Is 
Ephraim my dear Son? (One whom I bought with a price ? ) 
Is he a pleaſant Child ? (u): (whom TI loved from Everlaſting) 
and ſhall T ſo loſe him ? Shall it be ſaid, that T rais'd upa 
Creature whom I cannot Rule and bring to my Bent ? Or, 
that I made him for ſuch an end, as that any thing condu- 
Cible thereto, may not be done for him? Shall My Will be 
forced rather than His ? Mine to deſiroy him rather than 
His to be ſaved 2 No, 1 have not don? all this to loſe him 
at laſt; nor have I ſuffered thoſe unworthy. Repullſes for 
want of Power to prevent them ; but that Ephraim might ſee, 
what would become of him if left to the conduct of his own 
Will; (free indeed to nothing but his own ruin! ) and now 
Fl heal him. And, the firſt effett of thi; healing, was Epbra- 
im's applying himſelf to God ; Turn [ Thou ] me, and 1| ſal ] 
be turned, (x\, Thoſe Cords of love by which the Lord 
draws Men to himſelf, are not love and kindne{; merely pro- 
pounded, with fruftrable Motives to perſwade acceptance 
but Drune love ſhed abroad in the heart, ( y) ; not written with 
Ink (a thing of Humane Compoiition, ) but by the Spirit and 
Power of God. And hence it is that we find thoſe Imperial 
terms / mill Jand [ Tz ſhal!Jſo much in uſe about this Mat- 
ter. "Thus the Lord began with the Serpent, (which was a 
leading Caſe to all that follows ) It |_ ſhall ] bruiſe thine head: 


In which compendious word, the deſtruction of Satan and 


Sin, is eftectually provided for; And elſewhcre He ſpeakes 
as much for quick'ning the Soulz A new heart alſo | mill ] 
give you and 1|[ will] put my Spirit within you, and | cauſe 


you ro walk in My Statutes; Te | ſhall ] be my People, and 1| will 


be your God, (73). | They ſhall] Return unto me with their whole 
heart, (a); (with many Others.) The Lord ftill utters Him- 
ſelt in terms of Omniporency, as putting-forth an Almightineſs 
of Power; which, as it necds not, ſo it will not, (yea it 
cannot with a Salto to his Honour) admit the leaſt depen- 
dence upon created power, to make it ſucceſsful : is word 
ſhall not return unto kir1 void; ir ſhall accompliſh that which Ze 
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(u) Fer. 31. 20. (x) Fer. 31. 18, (y) Rome 5. 5o (2) Exche 
358. 25, 27, 23, (a) Fer. 24. 7. 
\ pleaſerh, 
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the forbidden fruit: Lay Meat to his mouth, that 
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pleaſerh and proſper in the thing wherero He ſends it, (b), He that 
was dead, comes-forth at hu word, though bound hand and 


- v0t, (c). 

Is / II. Converſion 1s a Creation-rork 3 which, though done by 
) degrees, muſt be gon-thorow with, and that by Him who _ 
8 Jaid the foundation ; or all the foregoing parts, (as Convis 
a ttion, &c, ) will moulder, and come to nothing. As when 
Jr, Adam was to he made, the Lord firft prepares the Earth; 
lU- then moulds it in ſucha form z and then breathes into kim the 
be Þ® breath of life 3 elſe that lump had never been a living Soul. $0 
al B® in the New Creation, the Lord works, and goes on to work, 
m F and leaves it not, until he hath ſer it going. He doth not 
or # oncly cauſe the light to ſhine into darknel;, but gives (withal) 
& ® a /utable Underſtandivp, (d), a faculty comatural with the ob- 
mk jet; as without which the darkneſs would never compre- 
W HE dendit, (e). Ezektel might have Prophefied till Doom's- 
4 | Gdav cer thoſe dry-bunes would have liv, if the Lord Him- 
| | {cf had not cauled breath to enter intro them: And proba- 
rl Þ bly, He is called The Farber of Lights, ( f), (plural) to denote, 
07 that as-well the light comprehending, (or capacirating our com- 
© 3 prehenijon) is from God, as that to be comprehended, (g) : 1 
th Hs light we ſee light, (h), 

ad HI. God's Effedual Working in this Matter, atid the Ne- 
al ccthty of His ſo working, may alſo be Argued from the com- 
It mon ſenſe of thoſe already wrought-upon, and brought inz 
4 by whoſe Prayers and Confeſhons it is evident, That they 
a; {ill needed a powerful effettual influence ro Carri-on the 
1d Work already begun : Tum Thou Me, and 1 ſhall be turned, (i): 
5 | Quicken us, and we mill call upon thee,(k): Dram me, we 
will Run after thee, (1): Not that we are ſufficient of our ſelves 
*J Þ to think ary thing, but our ſufficency s of God, (m); 1 live, 
yet not I, but Chrift liveth in me; (n) & Hence it readily 
le follows, that if thoſe. already turned, and made partakers 
I- of the Divine nature, whoſe hearts are fixed in the good 
Js ways of God ; and who deiire nothing more than to walk 
Ic in them; cannot yet keep themſelves Goirg, without a Cor- 
c | Timed Efficacious influx and ſpring from Above z Much-leſs 
7e S_ — ; 
— (b) iſa. 55. 11. (Cc) Foh, 11.44 (d) 1 Foh. 5- 20.(e) Fob 
1. 5. (f) Fas 1. 17.(8&) 2 Cor. 4. 6. (h) Pſ. 36« 9. (1) Fer 


31,18, (k) Pf, $0. 1$. (1). Cant. 1. 4+. (m) 2 Cor. 3. 5. 
(u) Gal. 2, 20s | 


O 3 - Cal 


Ro... De ee ee es —_— OS -- 
C X >» 4 


T 0c — mA Prattical Dilconr 


vine Efficacy, (effettually bend himſelf to a Compliance with 
them; For, 1t is a abomination to foo!s to depart from evil, (0), 

IV : If the Lord did not Work Effedually, He ſhould loſe 
the Honour of His Work. It the Efficacy of Grace ſhould de- 
pend on the Humane Will; (1. e. If Grace ſhould be ren- 
dred Effetual by ſome motion or act of the Will, which Grace 
is not the Author of ) Then will Nature aſſume the Priori- 
1); Works will glory over Grace, and Free-nill will be faid 
to be better than Free-Grace : For, that the leſs #s bleſſed of the 
Benter, 1s without contradidhion, (p): And that That which San- 
Aifles, is Greater than that which is Sanctificd by it, is fo 
obvious, that Chriſt appeals it to the Reaſon of Fools and 
Blind, (q), If therefore you will grant, that Grace is hetter 
than Nature follow it muſt, that the Will is Blefſed and San- 
tified by Grace, viz. by its powertul and'effcciual operation 
upon it. And here (indeed) lyes the Honour and Erhicacy 
of Grace Not in a /in:ible Moving, Exciting, Perſwading, or 
Threatning, the Will toa complyancez But in taking off 
its Natural byas; and placing it (as it were) on the other 
fide; working the heart into a kindly agreeablencſs with the 
Divine Will ; which before was fo contrary to it: And thus 
the Lord doth, and thus He will do, where ever He will be 
Gracious z though never ſo much againſt the preſent Mind, 
and Natural Propention of the Subjett: And yet, no ſuch 
thing as Forcing the Will, as ye will fee afterwards. 

V. The Dottrine of Effecttual Calling is further confirm'd 
from the Office of Chriſt as a Redeemer ; which was not only 
to purchaſe, but to put us in aitual poſſeſſi9' of the good things 
He purchaſed for us. Redemption, Forgiveneſs of Sins, and 
Reconciliation, are Relates, Commenſurate, and Inſepara- 
ble, (7) : It 15 not only a Reconctleable ftate that Redemptt- 
on puts us into, but a ſtate of attual Reconcilement, (s). It 
aboliſhes the Enmity (t), Makes an end of ſin, and brings-in Ever- 
laſting Righteouſneſs, (u), On this account our Saviour bears 
that glorious title, Thou ſhalt call His Name Feſus ; [ for He ſhall 
ſave Ems People from their ſims. ](x), and, For this Cauſe was 
the Son of God manifeſted, | that He might deſt, oy rhe works of 
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(0) Prov. 123. 19. (P) Heb. 7. 7-(q) Matth, 23. 19s (r) Epb. 
t..7.-ch. 2. 12, 16. Heb" 2.17 (S) ROMs 5+ 8, 9, 10s Col I. 
20, 21, 22- (t) Eph. 2, 1<-(U) Dane 9. 24. (x) Matth. 1. 2L. 


the 


can the Natural Man, (without the like Supernatural and Di” 


the Devil, ]{ y 


| the Keepers (tood afore the door, (1). 


). Now, of thoſe works, Blindneſs of Mind is 
the firſt-born, and fofter-mother to all the Reſt, (x); 'tis that 
keeps the Soul in Unbelief, as under Locks and Barrs 
and therefore muſt of Neceſſsty be — » Which can only 
be done by cauling the true Light to ſhine Efe@ually z as He 
did the lizzhr of this World in the firft Creation, which the 
Scripture reſembles it to, (4). Hence thoſe frequent menti- 
ons of His being ſent To open the blind eyes (b); To give light 
ro them that ſit in darkneſs (c); And to brirg forth the Priſoners 
from the Priſon-honſe, (4); which may not be valued as things 
in deſign, vet Ilyable to obſtruction 3 but to be as certainly 
perform'd as that Chriſt ſhould dye. In the 107 Pſalm it is 
ſpoken-of as done already s He brought them out of darkneſs and 
the ſhadow of death, and break their bands in ſunder. (e): And 
that he ſpeaks it of Redeemed Ones, appears by ver. 2% Firſt 
take them as in Darkneſs; and He is ſo to give them light, as 
ro guide their feet i720 rhe way of Peace, (f), That ſtory of the 
blind Man in Mark, i3 a pertinent ſhadow of it 3 Chrift ſpits 


I 


| On his Eves, and puts His hands upon him z as yet he ſaw but 


darkly, Men as Trees walkivg ; but he puts His hands on Him 
azain, and diſmiſſes Him not until He had made Him ſee cleer- 
l;, (2). Then take them as Priſoners, and Priſoners in the 
Tir, (6), and he that will deliver them, muſt not only open 
the Grate, but diſarm their Guard, knock off their Shackles, 
and [ bring them forth; ] as the Angel did Peter, even whiles 
He fo Calleth His Sheep, * 
that He leadeth them out, (k): And this He doth, by the Blood 


of His Covenant z *tis That makes thoſe 77 the Pzt to be Pri- 


ſoners of hope, (1). And rheſe Etfetts as duly flow from Re- 
demption, as Light from the Sun: 'Tis therefore expreſly 
ſaid, That the Blood of Feſtus Chriſt cleavſeth from all Sin, (m): 
And that we are ſantified through the offerivg of 17s Body once 
for all (mn); This gave the Apoſtle to argue ſo poſitively in 


Pom, 6, That if plavted together in Hs Death, we ſhall be alſo 


in 17is Reſurredion, (0), and to put that Emphaſis upon it 3 
Chat, 1f Reconciled jo God by the Death of His Son; | Much 
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3s much to our purpoſe z And other Sh-ep 1 have ; Them alſo 
muſt ] brirg, and they ſhall b-ar My voice, (q): This [ Muſt} im- 
ports a Duty not. to be diſpenſed-with ; He had recezved 4 Com- 
mandment for it from the Father, (r\; And this [ſhall] that Effe- 


ual working,wherebyZ#e ſubdues all thing. totimſelf; and where 


by they are made to velzve, (s). The Sheep (of themſelves) 
lye'as croſs to this work as other Men ; What have I to do with 
thee ? cries the poſſeſt Gadarere, (t):; But being His Sheep, He 
muſt make them willing, (). But ſuppoſe they ſtop their Ears; 
Thea He 15 to bore them ; for 4e received Gifts for the Rebelli- 
015 (x), Men's Arerſeneſs does not loſe Chrift his Right; nor 
ſhall it render His work ineffectual. For this very end, God 
raiſed him up, v2. To bleſs His Perple in turvirg them from their 
7n1quines,( y 3 and togrve them Repentance and that ſuch as hath 
Forgiveneſs of Sirs annexed tO it, (2) 3 Which allo He doth as 
a Prince, (1, e. As One, inveſted with Powcr to remove 
whatever might lett the Effect of His purpoſe : To /:im are 
committed the Keys of Hcll and of Death, (a\. From theſe Pre- 
miſes I ſafely conclude, That what Chriſt as a Redeemer came 
to do ;z that He doth, and will do; and that Nene of His 
work ſhall fall to the ground. What He faith in the 17th 
of Fob, is prophetical of what He will ſay at the latter day; 
I have finiſhed the work which thou gaveſi Me ro dog Of ail 
that Thou haſt given Me, 1 have loit Nothirgy, 1 have manifeſted 
Thy Name unto the Men v ich 1594 gaveſt Me our of the World: 
T have given them the words mkich Thou gaveſt Me, and they have 
received them, {(b), More might be added ; but by theſe 1 
hope it is evident, Thar Jeſus Chriſt was not only a Redeemer, 
to pay our Ravjoms; but the Officer appointed of God to /ct 
u8 at liberty, even that glorious Liberty of the Sons of Ged 
and Thy 1 twat pleaſure of the Lor4 which jhou!4 proſper in #16 
bands.(c); as it hath done, and doth, and for cver ſhall: 
And *tis matter of great conlulation to them that take hold 
of His Covenant. 

Secondly ; All that God doth for Men, or gives to them, 
in order to their Salvation, is Given and None trecly, Nov, 
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a thing 


| more} ſhal we be ſued by &; Life, ( 9). That ſaying of Chrift 


'2 thing is then Taid to be thus | 
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a) JONEP. Wn I 1 
ceeds from the meer Good will and favour of Him that Wor- : 
keth, or Giveth; without reſpett to' any thing done or de- 
ſerved by the Receiver : It's a voluntary att ; ſuppoſing no 
Obligation on him that gives z nor any Attrattive or obliging - 
Vertue in him that receives; nor yef Expettation of recom- 
pence from him. Much need not he ſaid to prove the free- 
giving of the things we are ſpeaking of, did we duly conſider, - 
i. The Sovercign Greatneſs of Him that gives ; It is the 
Moſt High God, Poſſeſſor of Feaven and Earth; Who is Infi- 
nitely and Independently blefſed in Himſelf 3 and therefore, 
cannot be Added unto, nor Receive from any Creature z 
\Who can give to Him that gives to All their life and breath ? 
2. The ſuperexcellent, unſpeakable worth of the things that 
are given; The firſt an1 cheif, is our Lord Jeſus Chrift g 
wiole dignity was . ſuch, that Heaven and . Earth were too 
low a price to ſet Him at; eſpecially to be given as He was . 
and in Him, Rightcouſneſs and Strength; Adoption and Re- 
conciliation 3 Grace and Glory. 3. The vanity and wretch- 
cinvls of thoſe on whom they are beſtowed : Both Scripture 
and Experience ſpeak nothing of them in their Naturals, 
but what beſpeaks a Condition every way deplorable, and 
uncapable of yiclding Motives for ſuch a Gift; as is ſhewn 
afore. But being ſo greatly in love with our ſelves, and fond 
of our own Improvements, and ſo ftitly bent to a Cove- 
nant of works; to help us off thoſe dangerous ſhelves, let 
u5 dwell a while on the following Conliderations. 1 argue, 

1. E-om the Nature and Import of the Covenant of Grace. 
This Corenant is that which all prvfeſſing Chriſtians profeſs 
to be ſaved by ; however they differ about the Import and 
Latitude of it. But, if we receive the Scriptural Notion, 
(which nceds muft be the righteſt) we ſhall find, that it is 
of the very Nature and Snbftance of this Covenant, to give 
freely an abſolutely z without Conditioning for any thing to 
be done by Men, as the ground or Motive theregf. All that 
God doth for thoſe He will fave, is for His Names ſake z which 
Name is recorded in Exod. 34- 5, 6, The Lord God, Gracious 
and Merciful, &c. To be Gracious, is to do-well to one that 
deſcrves ill: And if otherwiſe, it would be but after the Co- 
venant of Works, or ficſt Covenant: Which yet was not 
faulty or defeQive in it ſelf; for it gave a ſufficiency to ob» 
tain the benefits propoſed by it z which jf they had uſed and {x 

| | Improv'd | 
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+4 Improv'd as they mizht, there Tot not Rave nenden Th 


ſecond. But, the Lord fore: knowing the Creature's muta- 
bilityz and conſequently, what need there would be of 
another kind of Power and Grace, than that Adam was Crea- 
ted with; did therefore determine of a ſecond ; which in 
Scriptures is called, 7he kope of Eternal Life, which God, who 
cannot Ije, promiſed before the World be e&a77, Tit 1.2. It 1s Called 
the Covenant of Grace, not only as deiigning the Glory of His 
Grace, in the ſaving of Men but as given freely 5 and of 
mere Grace and Favour, Wiat-cver muſt bring-adout that Sal- 
vation. For, Where elſe can lye the ditterence between the 
two Covenants ? It cannot be in reſpe& of the catineſs and 

dithculty of the Duties enjoyncd ; for, Faith and Repentance 
are much more above the compals of Natural Power than to 
forbear the forbidden Trec : But the Gitference lyes in this ; 
That the New Covenant coni1ſt; of better Promiſes 3 and 
This Betterneſs, in the Free, Abſolute, Independent Enyage- 
ment of God Himſtif, to inveſt His Coven Ne Ones With 


_ all things conducing to the Blefſednefs he 1d-forth $ as well 


T hat to be done On \their part, as on His Own upon their d0- 
Ing of it; that is, (Plainly) to give to them, and work 1 
them, Whater er in this Covenant He reqQuircs Of them. The 
Law thews matter of Duty. but gives nut wherewith to per- 
form it ; the Covenant of Giace does both, by writing the 
Law in the heart : And without this, it would ſtill have been 
but a Covenant of works, be the Dutics en' joyn d Whatever 
you will. It therefure runs not upon C0i471tc7al Or 140. able 
terms, Iwill[ If ] ye will; but A6jo/ure and Sovereign, [ 1 
will ] and [_ ye hall. ] This Corenant Jos Ss not _cnly give 
Lite upon terms of believing ; But Faith alſo and Holineſs, 
as the neceſlary Means of attaining that Life :. And this, not 
upon your ingenuous compliance, (a> fome term it) or bet- 
ter ;mprovement of what you have in common with other 
Men; (ſiich Allegations the Lord diſfallows) and often cau- 
tions acainſt ; ) but ond = ak a Covenant madc-up of 
Promiſes ; and Promiſe (by Scriprure-intendment) is wa FO 
Free ; both freely made and fa ce] ly pertorm'd, without the de- 
ſert or procurement of Men. Take Jac for Inſtance 
Abraham's body was now deady and for Sarah, (heiddes her 
natural barrenneſs) r creaſed 10 be mith ket after the manner 0 
omen; and yet Sarab fb211 have 4- Son, {d), But nuatatk 4 The 
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Promiſe 


os © rt 


Promiſe had it, though Abraham and Sarah had OAK") is 


ever might tend to Jſaac's Conception and Birth z and for 
this Cauſe he was called, The Son of the Promiſe, (e); as 
alſo Believers are (f); They are alſo termed, #etrs of Pro- 
1wiſz, Heb, 6. 17. And on this account, Chrift is called the 
7romiſed Seed; and the Holy Ghoſt,the Spirit of Promiſe ; viz. 
to ſhew the Independent freeneſs of thoſe Divine Gifts; the Pro- 
raiſe of ſending, them, their actual coming, and effeCtual 
Opcrations z are all free, and free in all reſpe&t : This Dew 
j10-1 the Lord waiteth not for Men, Micah. 5. 7: 

For farther Wuftration, the Fews are a pertinent Inſtance, 
35 ve read in Ferem), (8g). They had done nothing but evil 
from their Youth up, and were a conrual provocations And 
when ſcattered among the Nations, where no-whit bettered 5 
but cauſed even the Heathen to blaſphcme ; And yet, not- 
wichftanding all this, the Lord will Gather them, and give 
them an heart 10 ſear 4/im for ever, (þ) ; And this, even whiles 
they were not moved, either could they bluſh, (7). See alſo, 
v.ich what inexpreſſible frecneſs of Grace, the Lord deals with 
them in the 43. of Jfatah, 1, even 1, am Ae that blotteth-out thy 
1 a ſpreſſions---and will not remember thy ſms, (kt). But, what's 
the Introduction to this {o great a Promiſe ? See it, and won- 
der at is ! Thou haſt 3:08 called upon Me, O Facob, but, thou haſt 
been weary of Me, O 1(1 ael < Thou haſt not brought me the ſmall 
Cattle of thy burmt-Offerirgs 3 Thou haſt bought me no ſweet-Cane 
rh thy Money 3 But, haſi mage me to ſerve with thy fins, and 
weated me with thine tniquites, (I); 1, even 1 ( whom thou 
Laſt dealt fo ingratefully with, and ditingenoutly, even I ) 
an 17e tra#blotterhb out thy trasprefſſions, [ for Mine own ſake | (Mm), 
And this was a Great thing thcy looked nor for 5 As ( indeed ) 
con.idering themielves, and what their demeanour had been, 
they had no Reaſon to look for it. From all which, it is 
Gor, that Grace reſpetts not the worthineſs of Men in what 
I. d&ucs for them 3 Nay, it muſt reſpect their Unworthineſs ra- 
ther, as that by which Grace is more illuftrated, and the 
Glory thereof more advanced 5 In that, Where fin abounded, 
Grace did much more abound, (n). And Paul proclaims it as 
crificd on hiraſelf ; 1 was a Blajphemer, and a Perſecutor, and 
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(c) Gal. 4.22, 28.(f} Rom, 9. 8. Gal. 3. 29. (8) Fer. 322 
tO 25. (h) Ver. 37. tO 44+(1) Ch. 8. 12: (k) Iſa 43. 25s 
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[ exceeding abundant | (0) : and hereupon he falls to Adoring 
that Grace ; Now 10 the King Ererval, Immortal, Inviſible, the 
only wife God, be Honour and Glory, for ever and ever, Amen, ( p). 

The Riches of Mercy is made-ont by Saving the Chief of 
finners ; and in quickenirg them when dead, (q). Anditis ve- 
ry obſervable, That the Apoſtles, whenever they mention the 
Grace of God in Sawing, Cuickertvg, Gc, give not tlie leaft 
Intimation of Mens I-orthiveſs, Preparediieſs, Compliance or 
any ſuch thing ; but [ Dead 77 firs ] and [| Cuickertrre } come 
one on the neck of the other; as Light dues upon Dark- 
neſs, which in no ſort induces the Light, or prepares the 
dark Earth, or Air for it 3 as 1s abundantly evident in all 
their Epiſtles. And how oft does the Lord declare againft 
all the pretenſions of Men, as to their a&ivereſs in this Mat- 
ter, in /ſaiah, Feremy, Ezekiel, Hoſea, &c. And as a barr to 
thoſe pretentions, The #/0!y People He calls, A People ſought- 
- out ; and proclaims, / am found of them that ſought Me mor, 
This I ſhall end, with a very obſcrvable Inſtance within my 
own Memory ; ( and I bring 1t not in for proof, but Tiluftra- 
tion.) I knew a Man, who when he came: under Convi- 
Qtions, endeavoured wich all his might to ſtifle them : His 
Convictions grew ſtronger, and he hardencd himſelf againft 
them : He ſaw their tendency; but fo oppoſite to it, that 
he reſolv'd in expreſs terms, [ He would not be a Puritan 
whatever came of it. ] To the Church he muſt go ; his Ma- 
ſter would have it ſo; But this was his wont, Tolvll oer 
the ſeat, with his fingcrs in both his Ears $ ( Here, Gerera! 
or Conditional Grace was furely nonp!usd. ) But a Choſen 
Veſſel muſt not ſo be loſt ; Now ſtep>-in Ele#ing Crace, and 
by a caſual ſlip of his Elbows, drew out the ſtoppers, and 
ſent-in a Word ( from the Pulpit ) which like Fire trom Hea- 
ven, melted his heart, and caſt it in a New Mould. Surely, 
in this, the Lord did not wait for the Man's compliance 01 
improvements ; His work was not Originated thence, nor de- 

ndent thereon. | 

IT. If all that pertains to Salvation were not given fre:ly, 
Salvation it ſelf thould not be of Grace : For, ro him tat 
worketh is the Kewar1 not 1:ckoned of Grace, but of Debt, (r)- 
But, Salvation is of Grace, Ephef. 2. 5, By Grace ye are javed- 
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And again, ver. $, By Grace ye are ved, rbrough Faith, Where ;, 
alſo, left the adding of Faith ſhould occation a leſlening 
of that Grace, or ſeem to detra&t from the Freereſs of it 5 
he cautiouſly ſubjoyns, That ris Fatth is the work of: that 
Grace, | Not of your ſelves, It is the Gift of God. | For, if 
Grace be perfe&tly free in Chooſirg, it muſt be anſwerably 
free in Givirg and Applyirg the Means to bring-about the End 
it hath choſen us to: For, if the Effet of the Means ſhould 
depend upon ſumething to be done by Men, which Graze is 
not the deer of ; Then works would put-in for a ſhare 11: the 
(ory of Mens falvation ; and ſo the Grace of God woiiicl be 
dcthron'd, and be as it it were not ; Grace 7s 70 more Grace, as 
13 argued 1n Rom. 11. IG, 

I11.Spiritual Blefhngs muſt be given freely, and of pure Grace, 
becauſe the Natural Man cannot perform any ſuch Att: as 
mizht be Motive for ſuch a Gift. Things mate zally good they 
may do as Cain in offering the Firſt-fraits ; but not accepra- 
ble, becauſe not done in the due manner, ( that 1s, in Faith z ) 
the want of which makes incenſe it ſelf an abomination, (5). 
It without Fajth it be impoſſible to pleaſe God ; then it 
mult be impoſhible to do ought afore you believe, that may 
move Ged to give you Faith. Salvation 13 promiſed to Faith z 
Remithon of 1:ns to Repentance z the Blefſed vition to Purity 
of heart : But we find not thele Graces promiſed to ainy 
A&t or Qualification inferiour to, or going afore, the Graces 
themſelves; Our 2:oiy Caliirg, and the waſhirg of Regener g- 
1107, we are not entitled-to by works of our own, (t) 

IV. It any of the Requitites to Salvation ſhould be given 
upun condition, Reaſun would it ſhould be That which in 
worth and vertue containeth all the Reft, and without which 
the Reft had never been, or been of none effect ; and that 
i5 our Lord Jcſus Chriſt; of whom it is ſaid, That all the 
flneſs of rhe Godhead dwells in Him bodily (u): and that, Out 
ef His tulneſs all Grace is received, (x): The giving of whom 
was the moft ſuperlative commendation of God's love to 
Men, (35) 3 and is therefore termed The, or That Gift of 
Gol (73); ( being ſucha Gifras comprehends all others. ) 
Andas touching the Free and Urconditionate giving of Chrift, 
vee that ancient authentick Record in Ger. 3.15, It ſhall 
viſe ry head 3 wherein is contain'd an Abſolute free Promiſe 


2 IR * 9 > ow TO 4 2 _—— 


(s) 1ſa« 1 13, 14. (t)2 Times 1- 9- Tit. 2. 5. (v) Cole 3- 
(2) Fob. 1. 16, (y) Rome 5. &, (Z) Job 4- 10, 


[0 


i 
k 
tj 
f 
' 

(: 
pv 


ti 
H 


'o ſend the Son of God in Humane 
,And we evidently know, That His Atua! coming and per- 


" 4 : 
| thee, and reftore thee to thy former State. 


T7 
. 
3D 

- 


ma G 


* 


to be a Redeemer. 


1X 


anc fleſh, 
formance thereof, was nut ſuſpended on any deſert, or wor- 
thine(s of Men : How could it, when after the Fall, they 
d:4 not, nor could do, any thing but what might turn His 
Heart more againſt them? For evidence hereof, We need 
not £0 out of the Context : Du but obſerve the Firſt Adam's 
CatTiage, and the Manner of it a lictl- before the Promiſe was 
made : Firft, They believe tle Serpent rather than God ; 
Then they break the Commandment of life, when they had 
neither need nor occa: on fo to do. This done, and find- 
ing themſelves loſt, they do not fo much as /e-k after God 
for help; but rather to hile themſelves frum Him : fo far 
from confeſſing themſelves faulty, that they charge God 
fooliſhly, and fhift the blame of their miſcarriaze upon 
Him; The Woman rhom | Thou ]gvelt ro be with me, ſhe gave 
me of the Tree--- And the Serpent , winch alſo is a Creature of 
thy Making ) be b:pu714ed me, &c, Here's nothing in their de- 
portment, that looks {te the Motive of ſuch a Promiſe. But, 
thouzh they run from Gud, He will not fo part with them 
yea, He follows them, finds them out, and for a door 
of hope freely pronounceth this gracious Promiſe, of 
ſending His Son to deftroy this old Serpent, the Devil z 
and conſequently the Serpentine Nature, that had now in- 
fall'd and minglcd it felf with theirs. It is the firſt promul- 
gation of the Golpel, and ſpeaks with as much abſoluteneſs 
as words can exprefs, Jr | ſhall } bruiſe thy Itead. This I in- 
ſift the more upon, becauſe it 1 the Firſt that was made in 
Time, and That out of which all folowisp Proniijes are educed. 
The intent of this Promiſe, was Adain's Recovery an 
Comfort ;5 who ( doubtle) atthizs time, was in a very dil- 
contolate Condition; as lying under a freſh ſenſe of the hap- 
pinels he had loft, an\l the woful cftate he was now plun- 
ged-into: Ani therefore, *twas ncceffary, ( it. 4am ſhall 
have Comfort by it ) that the terms thereot be alrogether 


| free and Abſolute. ror, ſuppoſe tlem to be conditional, as, 


(namcly ) It 4442 ſhall now Repent and Convert himſelf ; 


| Tt he ſhall better improve a ſecond ftock, ( or rather, the 


cankered Remnant of that. he had at firſt, ) My Son Ther 
ſhall come into this lower Werl4, to ſtill that Enemy and 
Avenger : His lite ſhall go for thy life, T will be Friends with 
All this, and 

| more 


more of this kind, had yielded but little comfort or hope to; 
a Zuilty and defiled Conſcience z who found himſelf not # 
only naked and wholly berett of his Primitive Righteouſneſs 5 
but at Enmity with hiz Creator, and a bond-ſlave to Satan 2: 
For, ſuch Reaſonings as thele, would have broke-in like a 
floud, to bear-down and ftifle all hopes of future ſucceſs ; 
viz, If when I was in fo bleſſed a ftate, and endued with po- 
wer to keep it, upon ſo flight a temptation I yielded and 
fel 5 How ſhuuld 1 riſe now Tam down, and my ftrength is 
c0n ? If when I had freedom of Will and ftood upright, ſo 
calily I warp'd into crooked paths z How 'can I hope to 
Return and do bcttcr, now my Will is preverted, and bent 
ty a contrary courte? If whilſt T had eyes in my Head, 
and ſaw things wich clearneſs ; I yet loſt my way and wan- 
dred 5 How thould I think t9 recover it, being now both 
fadly bewildred, and my eyes put-out ? How thould I bring 
a clean thing out of an unclean, who kept not my heart clean 

when it was ſo ? How ſhould I gain more with fewer talents, 

who ran my ſelt out of all when I had abundantly more ? 

Grapes will not grow upun Thorns, nor Figgs on Thiſtles 2 

Nay, were any Primitive ſtate reftored to Me on the former 

termsz I could not expett to keep it, having this woful 

experience of ſo caufleſs and dreadful Apoſtacy, &c, 

It was thereſore importantly neceſſary, that this firſt 
Promiſe, made upon ſo great and ſolemn an occaſion, and 
bearing in it all the hopes and comforts of God's People to 
Eternity 3 ſhould be thorowly free and abſolute, and not de- 
pend ( in the leaſt ) upon any good thing to be done by Men, 
as the condition of it. And if Chriſt be given freely, there,s 
£00d ground of arguing thence,the free-giving of leſſer thingss 
tor, He that fpared nor His Son, kow jhall Ze not with Him 
freely give us all things ? (a), Is mot the Life more tha 
Meat ? (b\). Ts not Chrift more than Faith and all Grace ? 
Has God given us the fleſh of His Son, which is Meat in- 
deed; and will He not reftore our withered hand to re- 
ceive it ? It cannot bez eſpecially conſidering, That this 
may be done with a Worl;z and without this, the Other 
would be loſt, and as water ſpilt on the grouril. But, though 
this Promiſe of Chriſt, be virtually a Promiſe of all Grace z 
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yet, becanſe of our flowneſs of heart to believe, and to win 
us oft from our legalizing Notions; the Lord condeſcend 
to gratifie His People in Words as well as Subſtance « And 
therefore, 

V. To make it expreſly evident, that all Spiritual blefſings 
are perfely free, He hath pur them all into Abſolute Promiſes. 
Not that all Promiſes run in that tenor: Many of them have 
Conditions annexdg3 which allo (in their place) have a 
very i11gnificant. uſefulneſs: 1- As proofs of our willing Sub- 
jection: to God, (c). 2. As Directives by what Mediums we 
muſt get-to the Blefledneſs deſign'd us, (d); and How quali- 
fied for the enjoyment of it, (e). 3. As Marks and Eviden- 
ce3 of our being inthe way to it, and of thoſe to whom it 
doth beiong, (f). But, this annexion of Conditions, does 
not imply a power in Men to perform them 3 tnough per- 
f-rm'd they muſt be, before we come to the promiſed Re. 
wa.d? Nor does the effect of thoſe Proimites depend upon 
aiiy att to be done by n3, which ſome other Promiſe doth 
not piovide us with. But That great Fundamental Promiſe, 
on which is founded our hopes of Eternal Life, was Abſolute ; 
(was giv afore the World, (&): Though dearly conditional 
to Him. with whom the Compatt was made; yct perfectly 
free and adſoJute to us: and therefore, the adding of Conditi- 
ons © atter-promiſes, may not be taken as invalidating that 
Firſt Promile, Or as a defeazance to it: Ic's a Scripture- 
Maxim, That the Covenant which was before confirmed of God in 
Chriſt, the Law (which was four hundred and thirty years after) 
carnor dijanmul ;, that it ſhoul make the Promiſe of none effe@, (h). 
The like may be faid of Promiſes made in Time; viz. That 
the Co.diriovalneſsof Some, 10:5 not make-void the Abſoluteneſs of 
Others. As the Law was to Chriſt, ſuch are Conditional Pro- 
miles to the Abſolute 3 They ſhew what we ſhould be and do, 
and, by conſequence, that we can neither be nor do as we 
ſhouidz and thence Infer to us, the Necethty of Divine 
G1acc 10 undertake for us: and Then indeed (and not till 
Then; is the Freeneſs of Grace adorable, which promiſeth 
help 3n terms of an abſolute tenor. And accordingly we find, 
that whatever js, in one Scripture, made the Condition of 
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thoſe very Conditions are promiſed without Condition : 
Some of which we have a proſpe& of in the following ba- 
lance 3 which being that of the Sanftuary, may well be al- 
low'd to caſt it: Nor would it be once debated, if Men 
knew thcir Intereſt; For, Intereſt will not Lye. 


Conditional Promiſzs. 


Waſh ye, make you clean 
ccaie to do evil; learn to do 
well : Come now, and let us 
Realon together; and though 
Your 11s be as [carlet , they 
ſhall be white as ſnow, (i). 


Repent and turn ; ſo iniqui- 
ty ſhall not be your ruin; 
Make yon a new heart, and a 
ncw ſpirit, (n). 


Hear, and your Sonl ſhall 
live, (q). If thou ſhaalt ſeek 
the Lord thy God, you ſhalt 
tind Him, if thou feck Him 
with thy whole heart, (Tr). 


Then fhall we know if 
ve tollow on to know the 
Lord, (x). 

Circumciſe therefore- the 
foreſkia of your heart, (z). 

Return O back-ſliding Chil- 
dren, (b). 

If ye be willing and obedi- 
ent, ye ſhall eat the good of 
the land, (4). . 

(1) iſa 1. 16. 
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Promiſes of the Condition. 


Then will I ſprinkle clean 
water upon you, and ye ſhall 
be clean : From all your fil- 
thineſs will I cleanſe you, (&). 
I will forgive your iniquity 3 
and your {in I will remem- 
ber no more, (1). 

I will put a new ſpirit with- 
in you, (0). A new heart alſo 
will T give youz and a new Spl- 
rit will I put within you, (p)s 


Thou ſhalt return,and obey 
the voice of the Lord, (5s). 
They ſhall return unto Me 
with their whole heart, (tr). 
I am found of them that 
ſought me not, (#). 


T hou ſhalt call Me My Fa» | 


ther ; and ſhalt not turn from 
Me, ( Y). 

The Lord thy God will 
Circumciſe thine heart, (4). 

I will heal their Backſli- 
dings, (c). 

Thy People ſhall be wil- 
ling, (e). I will aule you to 


Bp walk in my Statutes, TE 
18, (k) Ezek. 36. 25: (1) Fer. 3l. 34+ 


(m) Fzek. 18. 3c. (n) Ver. 31. (0) Exek. 11. 19. (p) Exek- 
35. 26, (4) 1ja. 55. 3- (Cr) Deut. 4. 29- (s) Deut. 30 9. 
(t) Fer, 24. 7. (U) Iſa. 95 I» (X) of. 6. 3. (y) Fer. 3+ 19» 
(2 Deut. 10. 16, (a) Deut. 30. 6. (b) Fer. 3. 14+ (C) Hof. 14-4, 
(d)1/a. 1, 19. (e) Pſal. 110. 3. (f) Ezek. 36. 27. Phil, 2. 13 
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Conditional Promiſes. ' Promiſes of the: Condition, 

I will yet for this be en- T will pour upon the Houſe 
quired of by the Houſe of o& David, the Spirit of Grace 
Iſrael, (g). and Supplications. 

He that endureth unto the They ſhall not depart from 


end,the ſame ſhall be ſavedi)y, me, (k), Who ſhall confirm 
you unto the En, (1). 

Theſe are ſome of thoſe many exceeding Great and Precious 
Promiſes, by which we are made partakers of the Divine Na- 
tare, (m): And if duly confider'd, would much conduc? 
to cftabliſh the preſent truth, which affirms the Ablolute free- 
giving of Al things pertainirg to Life and Godlineſs, (1); And 
this nothing more plainly contradicts, than to make the 
Diſ!penſments of Grace, to depend on the Wills and Im- 
provements of Natural Men : To exclude which, 1s a prin- 
cipal ſcope of Abſolute Promiſes, that #0 fleſh ſhould Glory in 
Hs preſence (0); Since it 7s God that worketh all in ally 
both tr will and to do; and That of His own good Plea» 
ſure, (p). 

There are yet, divers things alledged again!t this Do- 
Grine ; which the Holy Scriptures, with Rcaſons drawn 
from thence, and ſanctited Experience, do aftord a plenti- 
ful Barr and Anlwer to: And this Service they have done 
us, to bring ſome things to mind ( before omitted, ) whicl 
may "Lady to the further clearing and confirmation ot the 
Truth. 


Ob}. All Men Vniverſally, © Others as well as thoſe you call the 
Ele ) are endowed with means ſufficient for Salvanon 2 


Anſw. 1t ſhall be far from us to leſſen the means afforded 
to any; or their {in in not living-up to what they have : 
They have Al! means to be better than they are : And Ye. 
we cannot afſent, That all Men Now ( fince the Fall ) have 
ſufficiency alledged : For, Of all the reſt, the Name Ol 
Chriſt, and Faith in Him, muſt aot be excluded z But thele 
a Mzn have not: Ina great part of the World Chriſt 15 
not ſo much as Named; and how ſha!l they believe in Him 0 


ee 
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(g) Ezek. 36. 37. (h) Zech. 12. 10. (i) Mat. 24. 13s 
(k) Fer. 32. 40. (1) 1 Cor, 1. 8. Fer. 3, 10. (m) 2 Pet, I. 4 


(n) er, 3. (0) 1 Cor, 1. 29. (Þ) 1 Cor. 12, 6, Phil, 2. 13- 
whom 
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whom they have not heard? (q), And where the CPR is, AJ 7% 
Men bave not Faith, (r}), For Men to believe (or fancy, ra ' 
ther) that ſome excellent Perſon hath interpos'd an Artone- 
ment, to keep-off vengeance from ſinful Men, (as ſome 
ſpeak; ) is not to believe on the Name of the Son of God 3 
but rather to erett an Alter to an unknown Deity, and to 
worſhip they know not: what. Our Saviour tells the Jews, 
who knew that Meſſiah cometh ; If ye belieive not that [ I] am 
[He ye ſhall die in your ſins, (s). For other Reaſons allo, we 
cannot admit the Objeftion. 1. Becauſe it ſets Man in the 
|ame ſtate Now, as Before the Fall z Then, indeed, they had a 
ſufficiency to retain their preſent ſtate ; But ever ſince, All 
are born Children of wrath, and Enemies to God. 2. Be- 
cauſe the Objcttion, whiles it ſeems to Magnifie Common Grace, 
it Nullifies the Special; as if Gol no more regarded His 
own Eledt, than other Men. 3. Becauſe it lays a Founda- 
tion for ſelf-boaſting : For, if all have but the ſame means 
2iven from Above z*the Berterneſs of any mult be from them- 
ſelvesz men muſt make themſelves to differ z which is con- 
trary to all Reaſon; fince the ſame means can have but the 
ſame Effe# upon Subjetts alike qualified. 4. Becauſe the 
Scripture ſpeaks exprelly the contrary ;z and that of thoſe 
who had the likelieft ſuthciency of any others ;z and yet 
They could not believe, (t). And of Believers themſelves, 
that They cannot think, (u). And of Chriſt's own Diſciples, 
who, of all Believers, had the highelt means; That mwith= 
out Him they can do nothirg, (x). And it ſuch as Theſe can 
neither do, nor think, where's the ſufficiencyboaſted of ? You 
lay, They have power to- believe, if they will : not ſo but 
it they will, they have Power. Power and Will, in this mat- 
ter, are the ſame thing variouſly exprelſs'd ; It's common to 
lay We cannot, when nothing is wanting but Will. And, 
tor Power to will, (if ſuch a thing could be) without a will 
(0 put that Power into Alt z it would ſignifie no more than 
an Arm without ftrength 3 (which makes a ſhew, but can 
do nothing) like the F2et and Ankle-bones of him that was 
born a Cripple. But is not that a deplorable kind of ſufh- 
Ulency which leaves without hope, and withour God, in the 
World ? ( »), and yet, ſuch is the tate of a very great part of 
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(q) Fom.10.14. (r) 2 Theſſ.3.2. (5s) Fob.$.24. (t) Joh-12-39. 
(u) 2 Cor.5.3. (x) Fobn 15-5- (y) Eph. 2.12, 
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Mankind. You'l fay perhaps, They had a ſufficiency, but 
by miſuſage they loſtit? And can there be a more palpa- 


ble inſtance of a things inſufficiency, than its unability to 
preſerve it ſelf z.and the general ſucceſsleſsneſs of it ? But, 
means may be proper enough, and in their kind ſufficient, 
towards the production of ſuch an Event; and yet that h 
Event never ſucceed, for want of ſomething elſe which alſo H 
was requiſite for'it. Soine of the Jews, by the evident teſti- 
monies of Chriſt's Divinity, were convinc'd that He was the BW - 
Meſſiabs but it came not up to a perfett work ; they dzd not by 
confeſs Him, (7); and this becauſe the Arm of the Lord was | 
70s revealed to them, (a); that is (as Moſes ſpeaks) The Lord 
had not given them an heart to underſtand, (b\. Planting and 
Watering are proper and ſufficient in their kind, as means and BY 
ſecondary cauſes ; but nothing as to increaſe, without a blel- 
ſing from God. Who could Reaſon more ftrongly than Paul ? be 
Or ſpeak more Eloquently than Apollo ? and yet the ſuccels D 
of their Miniftery was, as God gave 10 every Man, (c): It # God 
that worketh both Will and Deed: It is He that openeth the Ear 10 
Diſciplin, and Sealeth Inftrution, ( f): When His hand is ſet- 
to, then *tis authentick and powerful, and not before. Of E; 
this, thoſe ancient Jews are a down-right Inſtance ; They fo 
had means of being purged, and yet were not purged, (&): i 


But afterwards, the Lord takes the work into his own hand; wt 
1 will ſprinkle clean water upon you, and ye ſhall be clean from all WW . 
Your filthineſs, and from all your Idols will 1 cleanſe you 5 A New n= 


heart alſo will 1 give you, and cauſe you to walk in my ſtd 
zutess (b). By which it appears, that the Lord will not only 
afford them Means, as afore-time, and leave the improvement 
thereof to themſelves; (for, That He ſaw would not do :) 
But Now, He will take the whole upon Himlclt 5 Not to @x- 
empt them from their Duty, but enable them for it 3 Adding 
alſo His own Divine Power to make the Means Effettual z as is 
Plainly implyed in that of the Prophet Feremy, 7 will bring it 
Health and Cure, and 1 will cure them, (i); that is, He would 
give them an honeſt and g2od heart, which ſhall bring-forth frus 
z9 perfe@ion, (k). Theſe are the Means proper and ſufficient 

tor Salvation 3 and lets than this will not do. | 


_——_— 


(2) Foh. 12.42. (a) Iſa. £2. 1. (b) Deut. 29. 4+ (C) I, C0re 
3-5. (f) Job 36. 10. (g) Exet. 24- 13+ (h) Zxek. 36. 25+ 25. 
"12> FT2r;:23: Go Ck) Lathe $15: 

Jer. 23 ) Lathe 8. 15 Obj, thy 
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Obj. They have as full a ſufficiency as # meet and juſt for God 
ro give? 


t, Anſw. i. Ts it meet and juſt to do good ? Why not then 
ws the chiefeſt good that men are capable ofz which is, to 


C have their hearts perfealy turned to God, and united to 
a Him for ever? 2. The Objettion attributes more to Man, 
"Þ in the buſineſs of his Salvation, than to God : For if all that 
 Gcd can juſtly or meetly do in order thereto, will not fave 
him without ſomething done by himſelf, which God is not 
the Noer of ; then Man will be reckon'd Chief Agent in the 
workz and ſo, rh? Axe will boaſt it ſelf againſt him that han- 
dles it, (1). Suppoſe a Plaiſter, or Meagicine to be made of 
Twenty Ingredients ; and one of them to be of that Sove-= 
reign Vertue, as to influence all the reft; all which, if that 
be wanting, will but ulcerate the wound, or heighten the 
Diſtemper ; that One muſt be counted the Principal. 3. It 
is not to be ſuppoſed, that the Great and Onely Wiſe God 
would ſet-up a Creature whoſe will He cannot juftly and 
meetly over-rule, eſpecially in things requitite to the very 
End for which he was made: Nor, that He ſhould make him 
for ſuch an End, as that any thing conducible thereto, may 
not meetly and juſtly be done, in order to its accompliſh- 
ment. 4. It would not anſwer the End of Chriſt's receiv- 
ing Gifts for Men; yea, for the Rebellzousz To bring-in 
whom all Power was given to Him. Suppoſe a General 
ſhould take-in the lefſer Forts of a revolted City ; but leave 
the Fort Royal, which commands all the reft,, in the Ene- 
mies hand : Shall he tell his Prince, They would not yield ; 
and that, being Men of Reaſon, he thoaght it not fair to 
ng force them ? Would this be a fair Accompt of His Expedi- 
lW tion? I tro not, for it would be to ſay, in effe&, that he 
aid not reduce them becauſe they were Rebels. 5. It can- 
14 8 »*t be Rightcous or Meet for Men to athrm, nor for the Ho- 
nour of Sovereign Majeſty to admit, that the Creature's 

Will ſhould limit, divert, or fruſtrate, the Will and Intent 
of the Creator. Shall it be at the will of one poſſeft, whe- 
ther Or no the Devil ſhall be caft-out ? Shall every baſe and 
pitiful Luft have a Negative Vote to that which has paſs'd 
the Trinity's Fiat ? It was ReTigiouſly ſaid of one, / will 
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not bave him for my God, that hath not power over my Will, 
lafily, ſuppoſe a Man craz'd in his Head; and you intend 
him an Honour or Office, which he never will be capable of, 
without the full uſe of his Reaſon; Is it not meeter, and doth 
it not argue an higher degree of Love, Prudence and Ju- 
ſtice, to cure his Diftemper, though in a way contrary to 
his preſent min1z than to wait his complying with your 
Preſcriptions, which (as he is) hel never underſtand ? And 
what hinders, but that God may do fo by His People even 
give them an Heart to know Him, and to fear Him tor ever ? 
Save onely that this Boggy Principle of Humane Liberty will 
not comport with it? 


| Obj. But if 4 ſurficiency of Means to Repent and Believe, be 
nor afforded to All, how ſhall God be juſt in puniſhing for 
Neglets ? | 


Anſw, The Juſtice of God will not need our Salving, ef- 
pecially by a Balm of our making: Whether He judge or 
juſtifie, He is Juſt in what He doth z though purblind Rea- 
{on ſees not How, His Judgments are a great Deep; (Not 
to be fathomed by humane comprehenfion;) In ſounding 
at Sea, will it follow, That there's no bottom, becauſe your 
Line will not Reach it ? God dealt not fo (in reſpect of means) 
with any Nation as with Jſrael; And the men going with 
Paul to Damaſcus, The Lord would not give them to lee His 
face, nor to hear His voicez both which He vouchſafed to 
Paul; and yet He needs no Vindication or Apology, for pu- 
niſhing their Uubelict : They thas have frrnel without 1am, 
ſhall periſh without Law, Rom. 2. 12. Belides, men are juſt- 
ly obnoxious to puniſhment, for negletting, or not impro- 
ving the means they have; albeit thole means, when mad? 
the beſt of, that Nature can, will not ſave them : They are 
puniſhable for not-feeding and not-cloathing; and yet, by 
doing theſe, men are not juſtified. The leaſt tranſgreffion 
lays open to wrathz anl we cannot, by keeping ſome 
Commands, compenſate the breach of Others, 


Ob). IFhere it is ſaid, 7 mill write my Law ta their hearts ; 
and cauſe them to walk in wy Statutes, '&c, There #« 10 
more intended by it, but the Civirg of Things or Means 
proper to ſuch an End ? 


Arſv., 1. If one Obliged to ſave your Life, ſhoul:1 thus 
expound his engagement 5 you would not think it good 
paywent 


And 
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payment, nor that he had dealt faithfully with you. ThE 

Senſe objetted cannot be the mind and limit of that moſt 
2 racious Promiſe; For, 1. The Promiſe muſt be as broad 
an4 large as the Precept ; It would elſe be too ſhort to re- 
poſe our confidence in. If then, the Precept intends as 
much as the words of it do literally import, Then alſo doth 
the Promiſe: But the Precept not only requires a uſing 
the means that tend to the Duty enjoyned, but the perfedt, 
effeftual performance of the Duty it ſelf, both as to Mat- 
ter and Form: Therefore doth likewiſe the Promiſe ; 
And then it will follow, that to write the Law in the heart, 
and cauſe us to walk, &c. is more than a Means; It is the 
Thing ir ſelf. 1. That Dottrine is hardly beſtead, and not 
much to be credited ; which, for its ſupport, muſt put ſuch 
a Conſtruction on the higheſt and moſt abſolute promiſes 
that God hath made, as would render them weak and fruit- 
leſs Things. 2. Where God hath abſolutely ſaid, That 
ſuch a thing Z7e mill doz for Men to put-in Conditions or Li- 

mitations, is to raze or interline a Record 3 which is a Fe- 

lIonious at: And how He will deal with thoſe who add-ro 

or take-from, the words of his Prophecy, you have recorded 

in the laſt Chapter of His Book: (1t's ill trifling with Sacred 

things.) 3. A Phyſician that undertakes to cure a Man of 

his Phrenſe, and to keep him in his right mind; is not ſaid 

to have done liis Work, or made-gZood his Word (whatever 

Means have been applyed to him,) if the Tatient continue 

his former diſtrattion, or Relapſe into it. 4. There 15 no 

need or Reaſon, why the Lord ſhould promiſe, or make ſhew 

of Promiſing, More than He intends to perform : (for, that 

would be as a broken Staff,) Or, Why He ſhould expreſs 

Himſelf in terms of a fuller or more abſolute Engagment, 

than might in all points conſift with his Wiſdom, Juſtice, 

Holineſs, &c. 5. Laſtly, The Objection is further excepted 

againſt and rejetted, not only as it makes Man the chief 

Agent in his own Salyationz but as denying That God 

doth any thing more for them that are Saved. than for them 

that periſh; Tf Men make themſelves to differ, the Goſpel- 

delign of Magnifying Grace, is daſh'd at once. And truly, 

| tis matter both of wonderment and grief to ſee how indu- 

ſriouſly witty ſome Men are, to enervate the Promiſes of 

God; as if they could not accept of Salvation, unleſs theig 

own ills may ftand Partners with his Graces 
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® Ob). But, 5 # wor ſaid, To him thar bath ſhall be given? 


i, e. He that uſes Common Grace well, ſhall have ſpecial ? 


Anſm. 1. Tf that Gracious Promiſs of writing the Law in 
our hearts, intend only the affording of Means. (which is 
but Common Grace ) where ſhall we find a Promiſe of the 
ſpecial ? The well-ufing of Common Grace, is indeed a Duty 
incumbent upon all; but is no way Meriting, or moving 
God to beftow the ſpicial: He 13 above all humane Mo- 
tives; and 15 not wrought-upon by them, as Men are. This 1s 
ſeen by Paul, whom ſpecial Grace took hold-upon, even 
whiles in the heat of miſuſing that which is Comman: *ſhere 
was no ſpace of time hetween his being 4 Perſecutor, and his 
obtainiyg Mercy, (4), 2. What proportion is there, 1n value, 
between an handful of Clay anda Talent of Gold ? Infinitely 
more is the diſproportion between the Grace of Faith, and all 
that a Natural Man can do for the obtaining of it ; They that 
are in the fleſh cannot pleaſe God, (b). 
Faith, is Sin; but a Man's Sin cannot be a Motive for his 
Good: To plead your improvements , is to make your filthy 
Rags an Argument why God ſhould accept you. Remember 
the Condition he was in, that proffer* d Mony for the Gift 
of the Holy Ghoſt, (c); Improvements for Faith, is no 
better. 4. It would not become the Wiſdom, Power, or 
Grace of God, to build on a Foundation made-ready to His 


hand : He needs it not, nor will it fort with His Defignz 


which is to have His Grace Acknowledged the Alpha and 
Omega of Men's Salvation. Laſtly, A Will to improve it as 
much from God as the Thing to be improved : A Man can 
recetve nothing except it be given him from above, (4) ; The 
thing given, and power to receive or improve it, are both from 
TFhence : And things from Above are not fetch'd down by 
Men 3 but they Come down when and upon whom the Father 
of lights pleaſerh, (ce). 


Obi. Men are commanded 10 mate them a New heart 5 which 
muſt imply an Ability jo t9 do; For, how can it be Fuſt 10 
require things impoſſrole z An! that urder ſo ſevere a penalty? 


Anſw. Whatever is implyed in the Command, ſuch Alle- 


Ce 


(a) 1 Tim. 1. 13. With As $. 4, 5, 6, (b) hom. 8. 
Cc) Atts 8. 18, 19, (4) Fob. 3. 27, (ec) Fam, 1. 17. 
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" gations do furely imply, that the 


Iners of them are much 
unacquainted with the Scriptures,” or extreamly raſh in 
drawing Concluſions from them. There are Reaſons enough 
and holy Ends, which do juftly warrant ſuch Commands, 
without ſuppoting thoſe to whom they are given, Able Now 
to perform them: As, 1. Perhaps the Lord ſpeaks it [ro- 
nically, deriding their vain confidence, as Elijah did the 
Priefts of Bua!, when he bids them, Cry aloud, for be 1s 4 
God, (f): Will you hence infer, That Baal was a God? Or, 
that Idols can ſhew things to come, becauſe the Lord bids 
them do it, thereby to evidence their godhead ? (g). Or, 
that Adam had advantaged himſelf by his Fall, becauſe the 
Lord fays, The Man #s become like One of ws? (þ), The like 
form of ſpeech is ſometime uſed concerning Babylonz Take 
Baim for her pain, if ſo be ſhe may be healed ; even then when 
11is device was 10 deſtroy her, (i). So here, as upbraiding thoſe 
carnal Fews with their fond Opinion of Self-ſuffictency, Freedom 
of Will, and Power to do great matters; Make you 4 New 
heart, for why will ye dye; q. d..You know that the end of 
theſe things is death ; you pretend to an high pitch of Abi- 
lity 3 That Men may be as Good as they will, and turn when 
they pleaſe; and yet you go-on in an evil way: If ye can 
make you a New Heart, doitz Why will ye, by negleQing 
ſo cafie a matter, fall under a ſentence of Death ? 2. To let 
Men know, God hath not loſt #7 Right of Commanding, 
tho” they have loſt rheir Power of Obeying 3 Time was when 
they had it, and Power to keep it; But having loſt it, Goa 
is not bound to reſtore it z nor unjuſt in puniſhing thoſe neg» 
le&s which ariſe from the want of it : It is Man's Duty To 
ſeek after God, though it be a [ Peradventure] whether they 
thall fiad him or Not, (k). 3. Hereby to convince them, 
what was that One thing neceſſary ; (to wit) the Change of 
of Heart z as without which, all labour is ſpent in ' vain up- 
on them 3 (as in the Parable of the Sower.) The Root mutt 
be holy before the Eruit ; Grapes will not grow upon[Thorns z 
nor the Stony, Thorny, or High-way-ground bring-forth to 
perfettion, (1); When Ephraim was Turned, then he Repen- 
ted, and not afore, (m). 4+ That being convinced of the 
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(f) 1 Xing. 18. 27.(g) Ie, 41s. 23. (h) Gen. 3. 22. (1) Fers 
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"Neceffity of ſuch a Change, and finding their. own Endez- 
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vours wholly ineffettual, (as Paul did) (#); They might ſee 
alſo, the Neceſſity of Free Grace, and of the Divine Power, 
to do it for them; and ſo, have their Eyes turn'd off from 
themſelves, and drawn thitherwards, even towards thoſe 
Hills of Strength z3 which the Church had an eye to when they 
prayed, Turn thou me, ard J (hall be Turned, (o). 5. If the 
given a Command from God, infers in Men a Power to obey; 
then it will follow, That Men have Power to keep the whole 
Law; and that without turning afide to the right hand or 
to the left, and to make themſelves holy as God is Holy; 
(for Theſe are Commanded :) But, 6. That the Lord intends 
not ſuch a Conclution ſhould be made upon His Command, 
appears from the 17th Fer. ver. 1. The Sin of Fudah 5 writ- 
zen with a pen of iron, and with the point of a Diamond; Gra- 
ven 0n the table of their heart; So, as not to be blotted out by 
human Wit or Strength: And therefore, 7. He tells them 
expreſly, It is as impoſhble for them to make themſelves a 
New Heart, as for the . Aithiopian to change hs Stin, (q): For, 
who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? (r). They that 
Santtified themſelves, and they that offer Swines fleſh, ſhall both he 
conſumed together, lia. 66. 17. 


Obj. 1Vhky then are Men enjoyn'd attendance on the Means, if 
there be ſo little in them ? 


Anſw. If there were no other Reaſon or End, this were 
enough, That God hath Commanded itz That binds us to uſe the 
Means, though not the Means to effect the thing it 15 uſed for ! 
Nor is the Means ſo much to be confider'd, as God's Inftitu- 
tion and Appointment 5 Nor the ule thercof to be Refted- 
on, but the Grace and Power of God giving influence there- 
tos Who Himſelf 15 not bound to Means or Method : Ordi- 
narily He is found in His own way; and out of it we are not 
to look for Him. | 


Obj. But, To what end y the Goſpel preached in terms uni- 
verſal, and Univerjally ro Ally if ſome particular and de- 
terminate perſons only can Receive it? 


(n) Rom, F- 8, *n 22. (0) Fer. 31s 15, (P) Deut. C, 32 
1 Pet. 1. 15-{q) Fer. 35, 23. YT, Fob 14 4. 
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Anſw. The Councel of God concerning Eleftion is ſecret - So 


(U) Rom: 7. 19s 


The Minifter knows not who are the Objets of it ; and 
thereſore muſt Preach to All, according to his Commiſhon. 
The Lord deals in this, as in the Matter of Lots : Saul was 
fore-appointed to be King 3 yet all Jae! muft come-toge- 
ther, and Lots muſt be caſt on the whole Nation, as if rhe 
perſon were yet undeſign*d, (s). The falling of the Lot was 
wholly contingent, as to Menz Another might have been 
taken as well as he it fell-upon : But, the Lord diſpoſed it 
an caſts it cn the right perſon, (rt). So, touching the Goſ- 
pel, It is ſent toa place where ( perhaps ) but one, or very 
tew Ele& perſons are, and thoſe only ſhall be taken by it 
and yet it muſt be publiſhed to the whole Ciry premiſcuoully. 
But, the Holy Ghoſt, Who knoweth the deep things of God, brings 
it to the heart of thoſe for whom it is prepared, and there 
it fixeth » Which the Jaylor, Lydia, and other Examples 
make evident. 


Obj. Man is a Rational Creature, and accordingly to be pro- 
ceeded with : But this way and manner of Converſion deſtroys 
all Freedom of Willz and makes Converſion a Compulſory thing ? 


Arſe The Will cannot be forced: The Man may be for- 
ced to AF againſt his Will ;z but not to #71: againft his Will : 
Or, He may w1l that to day, which yeſterday he willed mor : 
But this Change is ſo far from being an Infringement, that 
"ris rather an effet and demonſtration of his Freedom, 
There be three ſorts of Compultion, Violent, Natural, and 
Rational, 1. Violent 3 when a Man is conftraind to do that 
which bis 1/771 is oppofite to : Thus the 1/raelites, to ſerve the 
Ez yprians, and to gointo Captivity : Soallo Paul and other 
Saints are led captive to That they would not, (#):; But, the 
Mill in Converhon, comes not under this kind of Conftraint, 
nor any thing like it. 2. There is a Natural Compuliton ; 
Thus Men and other Creatures are compelled to Eat, Drink, 
Sleep, and breath, there needs no violent hand to impoſe 
itz nor Arguments to perſwade to it 5 they do it by InftinQ, 
which God hath enducd them with, for their own Conſer- 
vation : "This kind of compulſion is proper t6 the Soul Con» 
verted, in reference to a Spiritual Life and ACtions. 3. There 
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(Ss) 1 Sam. 9,16, with Ch, 10, 20, 21,{t) Drove 16. 33 
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allo a Rational | 
hand : ( This 15, when the Underſtanding and Judgment are 
convinced of the Goodneſs, Neceflity, or Expediency of a 
thing ; which before he judged otherwiſe of. For this, ſee 
the Prodigal's Reaſons for returning to his Father, (x), and 
the Lepers for going to the Syrians Camp, (y). Their Rea- 
ſon told them, It was better to go where there was hope, 
than tarry where there was None. See alſo the Arguments 
for the Saints living to Chriſt ; the love of Chriſt conſtrain; 
them z They cannot but ſo judge, viz. That if Chriſt died 
for them, they are bound to live to Him,(+) ; yet no breach 
of their liberty ; albeit, that other-while they were otherwiſe 
minded. 

The ft of theſe, ( viz. that which is violent) our Do- 
Qrine hath nothing to do-with : Ir is true, There is a draw- 
Ing in Converſion ; and there would be no Convertion with- 
out it ; No man can come to Chriſt except he be drawn,(a). 
Which drawing implies an Averſsneſs, or, at leaft, a Diſ- 
ability, in him that is Drawn ; and conſequently, a kind of 
force, or extrinſical power, put-forth upon him. But let me 
ſay, It is ſuch a Torce, as the enlightned Soul moſt gladly 
ſubjetts it ſelf unto : and wonld not be from under che Po- 
wer and bleſſed Influence of it, for a World, Let it there- 
fore he obſerv*d Zow the Father draws; It is in the moft 
genuine and kindly way that can be conceiv*d 5 He draws 
by Teaching (b); Not as Gzdeon taught the Men of Succoth (c); 
Nor as the Task-Maſters drew the People to their bnr- 
dens, (4); But as Fa-ob was drawn into Egypt 3 who need 
not be forced to diſlodge and remove his 'Tent, when he found 
himſelf ſurrounded with Famine, and heard there was Corn 
in Egypt 3 That the King had ſent Wagons for him, and Pro- 


viſions for the way ; telling him withal, That the good of all - 


the Land was before him : Eſpecially, contidering, that his 
beloved Foſeph was there alive, and in greateſt Honour, rea- 
dy to receive him, (e). In like manner, When the Soul hath 
a ſight of the Holineſs of God, and of its own Vileneſs; Of 
the Purity, Streightneſs. and juſt ſeverity of the Law ; With 
Its own Unclcanne(s, Crookedneſ(s, Gruitineſs, and Diſability 
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(X)-Zuk. 15. 17: (y).2 KIN 7. 2. 4: (2): 2 Cor. 4. 14s 
(a) Fob. 6. 44. (b) Fob. 6. 45. (c) Fudg. &, 15. (4) Ex94. 
5- 19. (©) Gen. 45. 
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Either to keep it, or to bear the Vengeance of it :* That, in * 


God alone is all its Blefſedneſs 3 and that yet it cannot poſ- 
fibly come at him, but as dry*d Stubble to a Devouring 
flame: And yet agen, If he comes not, he dyes in the place 
where he is, and muſt dwell with Everlaſting Burnings 3 And 
withal hears of a Med7aro®, who came from Heaven to ſave 
ſuch as himſelf is, and who cafts-out None that come to 
Him z and by whom he may come to God both ſafely and 
acceptablyz There will need no violent hand on the Will 3 
Even love ro Himſelf will make the Soul Wirgs, There 1s ( in- 
deed ) a violent { or rather, Almighty ) conſtraint and caſt- 
inz out of him that did uſurp upon the Will, and pervert it, 
by deluding the Underſtanding with falſe Gloſſes and carnal 
Reaſonings 3 which being diſpelled by the true Light's ſhin- 
ing, the Will-falls in with it, and follows with perfe& free- 
dom. Chrift offer'd no violence to the Man, when he caft- 
out the Legion 5 but thereby reftor'd him to his proper free- 
dom :; For we preſently find him at Feſus feet cloathed, and 1 
his rigkr Mind, (f), deliring Now to dwell with Him, the 
{;zht of whom, before, was a torment to him: Here, no 
man will ſay, the Patient was wrozg'd, tho* his Will was 
croſsds if any do, therefs cauſe to enquire, Whether him- 
{cit be yet in his right Mind. When the Faculties are put 
in order by Renovation, the Underſtanding is the Spirit of 
the Will 3 which therefore looks and goes the ſame way as 
of Courſe, ( as the wheels did after the living Creatures )(g), 
without any forreign or violent Conftraint: It hath Now a 
Spring within it, by which it is moved and guided ( it ſelf 
being allo renewed and ſanified ) according to this renew- 
ed Light; as a Needle that is rightly touch*d, needs not. 
be forc*d to look towards the Pole 3 It will do it by Sympa» 
thy : If the eye be fingle, the whole Body is full of Light,.(b). 
But ſuppoſe the thing objetted to be true ; ( namely, That 
'n Converiion, the Will ſuffered violence z ) It no way de- 
icrves to be ſtyled Cruel or Tyrannical ; as ſome ( extreamly 
tendcr in Nature's concerns ) do preſume to ſpeak 3 Nor ins» 
deed to be complained of, in the leaſt z Since the tendency 
and iſſue thereof is an Infinite $ood, What Father would 
not crots the will of his Child; rather than ſee him deftroy'd 
7 his foul-hardineſs ? Shall Parents ( as it were ) force their 
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not much more the Father of ſpirits, that we may live, (7) ? 
Was it not a Mercy to Fereny, That the Word of the [0rd was 
&s fire in his bones, that be could not forbear ſpeakivg, (k): ra- 

ther than be confounded for holggng his peace 2 How much 
| better is it to enter into Life halt or maimed, than gv into 
Hell with a whole skinz I hope, there js none ſo much be- 
fides themſelves as to judge otherwiſe of it z Or complain 
of their heing compell,d to go to Heaven, though it were 
by a Whirl-wind and Chariot of fire, At firſt, ( T grant ) 
"vis pure Neceſſity drives to Chriſt ; but Afterwards, His per- 
ſonal Excellency and Lovelineſs conſtrain to abide with 
Him 3 ( A Sweet and Bleſſed Compultion! ) And now you 
would not leave Him agen, although the firſt Neceffity of 
Four going to Him were quite atan end; But ftill we ſay 
( as before ) That the Will is not violated, but changed ; and 
that in a due and orderly way, by being made ſubjett to an 
enlightened Underftanding ; [Than which there is nothing, 
more plealant and Natural to it. 


Inferences, 


The Inferences from this Doctrine, I reduce to two ſorts : 
1. Cautionary, to prevent the Miſuſing, ſo Great a Truth: 
2, Direftive, to draw-forth ſome of the ſpirits of it into pra- 
Gice: And of theſe, Intermixedly and Briefly, though ca- 
pable of much enlargement; In General 3 Take notice, 
That the ſcope, and deſign of the Nottrine, is not to foſter 
remilineſs in Duty ; Nor to countenance a ſtupid or carnal 
quiet : But, to ſet-forth the Fulneſs, Freenels, and Preva- 
lent Efficacy of Divine Grace; with the Creature's Nothing- 
neſs ( as to any conliderable A ) in this Matter. More par- 
ticularly : 

IT. Prefume not your ſelf Intercſſed in tlie Promiſe of 
Eternal Life, until you find in your ſelf thole neceſſary evi- 
dential qualifications of Faith and Regeneration :; Or at leaſt, 
a truly earneſt and reftleſs purſuit after them; 7 will nos let 
Thee po except Thou bleſs me, Geni. 52. 26. 

II. Let not the means be deſpiſed, or lightly regardel ; 
becauſe of themſelves not Snfficient to ſave: Where the 
means are, the Lord expetts that men ſhould uſe them g 
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and we read not. of any ſayed withont, whete they might 
be had. 

HIT. Let no man fit fill in the wilful or careleſs neglet of 
his Duty; pretending, that if Ele&ted he thall ſurely be Sa- 
ved; if not, all he can dv: will not help him: Sucha dif- 
potition argues a great height of Pride, or Sullenneſs* of Spt- 
rit, and Enmity againſt God: Fly from it, as from Hell 
for "tis truly that Death which Hell follows after. As on the 
contrary, ye can hardly have a more hopeful ſymptome of 
your fate, than a ferions attendance upon God in His way. 
And in ſeeking to know your Election, begin at the Right 
End 3 Give all diligence to make your Calling ſure; and the 
ccrtainty of your Eleftion mill fail-in upon it. 

[V. Take notice, from the Import and Tenor of the Con- 
trary Dottrine, what ſtanding need and uſefulneſs there is 
of thole often repeated Cautions, To 7:y the Spirits 3 Search 
the Seripturesz Take heed how you bear ; and Not to beled by 
fair ſhews in the fleſh : The more ſmooth and plzaiing Nott- 
0n5 are to the carnal Ear, the more to be fulpetted, and 
throughly examin'd before they paſs. Let the drift of the 
Law and Teftimony determine the Queſtion ; and that will 
teil you, thoſe Dottrines are not to be held guiltleſs, that 
cry-up that Excellent Creature Man with the ſtrength and 
capacity of Natural Reaſon z the ſufficiency of Free-will- 
Gracez Power of improvement, (and truly I know not 
what; for they are not after the pattern of wholſom wordsz) 
making Theſe the great hinge whereon the deſign (that glo- 
rious Defign ) of Grace in Eleftion, the Mediation of Chrift, 
and the Holy Ghoſt's Operations, muſt all hang and move 
yea, be fruſtrate too, and come to nothing; except the 
Reaſon of Man will dethrone it ſelf, and ſubmit to that 
which it reckons,Fooliſhneſs. Godlineſs # 4 Myſtery, (1), and a 
great one 3 (it's'a Spiritual Myſtery z ) which it could not be 
laid to be, if Reaſun could comprehend it. With all your 
are and circum{pettion, tly-trom that dangerous quickſand, 
which the Fews ſunk into and periſhed, (m): And how many, 
in our days, are in danger of it! It hath (lain its Thouſands 
tor others fingle Tens. As Preventive of this, I would put- 
in 2 threefold Memorial : 
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(1) 1 Tim, 3. 16. (mM) Rom. ge. 31, 32» 
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1. That there is a Specifick difference between Moral Ver- 
tues and Divine, or Holineſs of Truth ; True Holineſs has all 
Morality 1n it ; but all that i5 called Moral, may be without 
true Holineſs, nor will ever riſe to it 3 Sublimation does not 
vary the kind z Holineſs muſt have a Root of its own. He 
that beſt knew the Nature of things, and what may be made 
of them, affirms it as irrational to think otherwiſe, as to ex- 
pett Figgs from Thiftſes, (2). That they proceed from ſeve- 
ral Heads, appears from their ſeveral Ends: What riſes from 
the Divine Nature, Diretts its courſe towards God, and ceaſes 
not until it arrive at Him z and what riſes in ſelf, terminates 
there z as a Circle, where ever-it begins, there it ends, fetch 
it never lo fair a Compaſs. Paul was a Moralift, of no Ordi- 
nary iize: his often quoting it, ſhews the eſteem he once 
had of it : but, when zr pleaſed God to reveal Z7is Son in him, 
(0), he counts it all but 4u7g, (p) 5 which he would not have 
done, had the New Creature ſprung out of the Old. * But, 
thus far he was, when he knew better things, from his for- 
mer fondneſs, and fo ſhall we. Think not / therefore ) to 
find in your ſelves the Materials of Goſpel-Holineſs ;z or to 
raiſe them out of the duſt of your Natural endowments : 
Which, though of good uſe in their place 3 will not bear of 
the right kind, (q), till headed by the mmgrafted IVord, ( 
He that thinks to draw Saving Graces out of Natural Princi- 
ples, but ſpins out his Bowels tu die in 1s own web. 

2. You may not think to obtain ſpecial Grace, vpon your 
Improvement of that which is Common : He that does, 
builds on a wrong Foundation, and 1s yet under a Covenant 
of works ; under which no Man was ever Saved, or fhall, (5), 
This was the Caſe with choſe who followed after the Law of 
Righteouſneſs, and did not attain to it ; What was it that hin- 
dared ? They jought it ( as it were) by the works,gf the Law, (t): 
And yet the Gentiles, who fought . it not, attain'd 1t, (#). 
Where Note ( by the way ) That theſe who do 7ot at all ſeek 
after Righteouſneſs and Life, are as likely to ſpecd, as thoſe 
who ſeek it-w7duly ; that is, by works of their own. Tn vain 
1s Salvation looked-for from the Hills of Natural Ereedom, 
Free-will-Grace, Humane Impre#cments, or what ever ellc 
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(n) Matth. 7. 16, (0) Gal. 1. 15. (p) Phil, 3. 8. (4 Mat- 
I2. 33-(r) Fain, 1. 21. (S) Gals 3« 10, (t) Rome 9. 31, 32 
{(u} Roms 9. 30. : 
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i5 of higheſt eſteem with Men; None in ſuch danger of being 
broke-off, ( that is, of loſing That they profeſs and ſeem to 
have, ) as Thoſe who are high-minded, who ſtand on their 
terms, and will not yield without taking their baggage with 
them : It was the very ſame with thole Carnal Fews, We 
have Abraham to our Fatherz Were never in bondage t0 any Man,(x); 
And, AreWe alſo Blind? (y). If thy Carnal heart have been 
bankering that way, and now brought-off, Bleſs the Lord for 
itz Remember the danger thou haſt eſcap'd, and come no- 
more There, And hear in thy heart, asa frontlet between 
thine eyes, that good word recorded in Feremy, which he was 
the danger of making Fleſh thine Arm, and the bleſſedneſs of 
Truſtivg only in the LO R D, (xz). And this( I verily think } 
is the cauſe that ſume, who have made a fair profeſſion, do 
 fall-off and wither 3 they make the Promiſes of Grace Con- 
ditional, and the efficacy of them to depend upon their free- 
will's diſpoſe, and treat them accordingly. Such Faith is 
but of Humane extra it is of Mez, and therefore it comes 
to nought ; whereas if it were of God, it could mot be over 
thrown, (4). 

3- That Zumane wiſdom is no competent Judge in this 
matter: Ye may as well try Metals on a Brick-bat, or judge 
of Colours by moon-light, as of Spiritual things by Natural 
Reaſon 5 they are above it, though not contrary to it : Nor 
will the clearneſs of light without, help in this caſe 3 highs 
noon and midnight are both alike to one that was born 
blind z the light of the Sun, if ſeven-fold, would but more 
dazle the ſight that is not adapted for it. Divine things are 
not viſible but by an Organ ſutably diſpos'd 3 In the want of 
which, the Scripture it ſelf is too-oft preverted z and the 
letter of it ſet up to obliterate its meaning. The very Di- 
ciples of Chriſt knew not the Scriptures, but as He opened 
their Underſtanding, (b), and ſhone into it : And enable by 
this, they looked-upon and - handled the word of Life as 
ſuch, (c), they beheld His Glory, the Glory of the only begotten 
Son of the Father, (4); when at the ſame time,. the Learned 
Scribes, with all their Moral and Literal Endowments, ſaw 
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(x) Foh. 8. 32. (y) Foh. 9. 40. (2) Fer. 17.5, 6, 7+ 
(a) Aﬀs. 5, 19/76)" i Foh. 5. 20. with Fob. 20. 9g. and 
Lithe 24. 45+ (C) 1 Foh Is 1, (4) Fobn 1, 14s 
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no ſuch things but counted Him a Deceiver and one poſ- 
feſt, (e). The things of God knoweth no Man, but the Spirit of 
God, and He to whom the Spirit will Reveal them. But, the 
[ Natural ] Man ( whiles ſuch ) recetverh not the thirgs of the 
Spirir, (f), they are [ Fooliſhneſs Jo him, (g) 5 Neither [ can } be 
know them, becauſe they are | Spiritually } diſcern*d and not other- 
wiſe. But, he that is Spiritual ( endued with Power from on 
high, ) (bh), Fudgeth all things ; yet he himſelf is Fudged of no 
Man, (1) ; No unſpiritual Man underſtands him, nor his Prin- 
ciples 3 It,s a new Name which no Man knows but he that hath 
it(k). Hence they are called V7inrelligible Notions ; and 7 
what will this Babler ſay? when He Preached Feſus, and the Re- KK * 
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ſurreftion of the Dead, (I). And for this cauſe, the Apoſtle 
. ill prays for thoſe he writes unto, That God would give them 
the Spirit of Wiſlom and Revelation, and enlighten the Eyes of 


their Underſtanding, (m), ( Where note, that one of the great 8 | 
things they were to dilcern, was, The Exceeding preatneſs of WR * 
tbe Drive Power put-forth in them that believe, ) (#2; And, | --1 
that they might abound in knowledge, and in all Fudgment ; and /[ 
this, that they n:ight approve things that are excellent, (0) 3 ( or . 
try things that differ, as the Margin hath it. ) So, for the \ 
Colofſwons ; He ceaſed nor to Pray for them, that they might be fil- n 
led with the knowleige of His Will, in all Wiſdom and[ Spirituat] j 
Underſtanding, (p), Which Scripture plainly import, that P 
there is not in every Man this knowledge 3 nor yet enough in 1 
the beſt : for, why ſhould he pray ſo tolemnly for that which A 
is Commor, or eaſily attain'd ? So then, I:/dom is the Princi- i 
pal thing (q), and it muſt be. Wiſdom from Above, (r),with- (c 
out which the mind 1s not good, nor capable of right Tudg- [| li 
ment, however garniſhed with Humane Habiliments : But, Þ = 
indued with this, thoſe other will be Serviceable Hand» DB \ 
maids; If the Eye be jingle, the whole Body ſhall be full- 
of Light. Thoſe leſſer lights are yet of utc, and may ſerve to | 46 
Rule the Night, { which they were made tor ) but when the | 
Day-ftar is up, they vaniſh; then thoſe Wild Beafts of Hu- - 
ti 
eres — | , E 
_ 
(ce) Foh. 7. 12, 25, Che. go- 20, (f) 1 Cor. 2: 14. (8) 1 C0r- = 
T. 18, 19, and #a9.1-5+*(h) Iuke 24. 40. (i) 1 Cor. 2. 15s 
(7) Revs 2-17» (1) A817 -28-.m) -Ep*. 1.17, 1 ” 
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{Humane abilities, lie down in their Dens, and man goes forth 
to his work (5); with another kind of {kill and power than e- | 
ver he bad before, and with better ſucceſs. Therefore ger wiſ- 
dom, and with all thy genting, get underſtandivg (tz). Its a Wel 
{prirg of life ro him that hath zr (u) : The Image of God and 
crernal life begin here (x). The firſt ftep towards it, is your 
ſenſe of its want 3 he that thinks he knows any thing, know$ 
nothing yet as he ought to know ( 7). The more ye knowin 
Trurh, the deeper ſenſe ſhall ye have of your ſcanty attain- 
ments. Ze that will be wiſe, let him become a fool (in his own 
ht) that be may be wiſe (3). Whom God will teach knowledge, 
and make to underſtand Dot&trine, he weans from the Milk, 
and draws from the breafts (4) of their mother-wit and 
carnal-underftanding. Your next ftep 15, to ſeek Wiſdont 
where 'tis to be had,viz. at the Fountain-head, the Father of 
Lizlts (6). He that thinks to obtain of himſelf (a Phraſe too 
much in uſe with ſome) goes to a wrong Door 3 and is but ag 
likely to ſpeed, asa Beggar that asketh an Alms of himſelf z 
And hence it is, that in tv many ſeekers, ſo few that find. When 
$0/omon, from a ſenſe of his Childhood in knowledge, ſought 
Witdom of God ,he obtain'd it ; when of himſelf, tho better 
trock'1 than before, he fail'd, 7 jai4 7 will be wiſe, but it was far 
from me (c); He fecm'd (at this turn) to be of the Free-will 
pertwation, and he ſped accordingly. He theretore puts uport 
{115 courſe a Mark of Ignominy, he that trufteth to his own hearts 
5 4 1091 (4), I heartily wiſh it may not be ſaid to any among 
us, Thy Wiſdom and thy Knowledge it hath perverted thee 
(*): And having once got this Spiritual Faculty, preſerve it 
like Fire upon the Altar, let it never go-out ( f ). And for yout 
growth in it, live-up to what vou Enow 3 He that will do his 
Will, ſhall know of His Doctrine ( | | 

V. If the Divine Power be lo abſolutely neceſſary 5 then 
reſt not on Means or Miniſtry, tho the beſt ; Uſe them as 
Means, but ſtill have your Eye towards that Power and 
Grace which alone can make them Etfetiual. Eliſha fmote 
the Waters with Elijah's Mantle 3 but, it was the | God } of 
E.tjab that parted them hither and thither, £0 make a way 
Wver (h\, Men rolled the ftone from Lazarus his Gravez 
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but [Chriſt] was He who brought Lazarus forth (7) $ So, the 
Minifter he preaches Chriſt 5 but tis God only that gives an 
Underſtanding to know Him. Our Duty is, to mind our Duty, 
and to have our Faith in God, as the Principal part of it : For, 
He it is, who 1s both the Maker of our Plaiſter,and the Jayer 
it on; whoalſo doth influence and manage it for us, from firſt 
to laſt s He is both Author and Finiſher (k), 1t # God that wor- 
keth all in all (1). 
VI. In looking o'er the ſeveral parts of this great Work and 


Parties concern'd about it 3 Let nut the Grace of Jeſis Chriſt þ 


be over-looked ; nor let it be lightly confidered, How little 


{indeed leſs than nothing) that you or I have done to induce . 
or help it on. See how manifeſtly our Lord and Redeemer ap- 


proves Himſelf the good Shepherd : He is not ſatisfhed to fend 
his Servants, but He goes Himſelf z and ſuch is His care and 
love to our Souls, that he leaves no place un-ſearcht 3 Ranges 


the Bryars and Thicketsz balks neither Mountains nor Val- 


leys 3 No, not the Valley of the ſhadow of death z Nay, He 
knows, that there He's moſt likely to meet them, and Refts 
Him not until He have found. He doth (as it were) forget the 
Ninety and Nine of His very Sheep, that are already brought 
in, (yet ſo. as not to leave them without a good Guardian) 
and all to fetch-in a ftragler. Which having found, He doth 
not yet think it found, till He have it at Home in the Fold. T 
i5 not enough with Him, to move, arguz, perſwade, threatet, 
and if they will not comply, let them take their courſe, and 
feed on the fruit of their doings : His Mercies are not like out 
free-will Mercies to our ſelves: To fee them but deeplier 
plunged by all He hath done for them, would not be to ſee df 
the Travel of His Soul an4 be ſatisfied. But if all this wil 
not do, (and He knows it will not) He apprehends His loft 
Sheep, (as He did Manafſch and Paul, or as an Othcer does 1 
Fugitive) lays it on His Shoulders, and brings it home 5 whid 
plainly ſhews the Sheep's averſencſs to return : For, if it wouid 
either lead or drive, the Shepherd would nut trouble Himſel! 
to bear it on His Back, O that the Love and Faithfulneſs 0! 
Chriſt might have its weight on our hearts, to love Him 
highly, and our ſelves orily;tor His ſake ; who ſaves us, at firk; 
againſt'our wills, in ſaving us from our (=lf-willedneſs 3 ani 
ſo, making, us willing, to be ſaved indeed ! 

VIE It all that pertains to Salvation, be given in Right o 
Eleftion ; then let every Soul that ſeeks for Spiritual Gifts 


(i) Fobe11-41, tO 44. (k) Zcbei2,2e (1) 1 Cor. 12:6, , 
all 


; of God's Sovereignty, &c. 227 
and would be ſure to ſpeed, apply himſelf to elefirg love z and 
let all your thankfulneſs for all that you have, or hope for, be 
refer'd to that love : For, That is the Rock out of which they 
TOW are heweng the Fountain and Spring from whence they pro- 
art WW cced. Sec the Bounty and Nobleneſs of it / EleCting love not. 
v0r-W only provides your Home, but ſends you Wagons and Proviti- 

| on for the Way : Regard not your Stuff z whatever you have 
ani WW of your own, be it good, or be it bad 3 For, the good of all the 
E lard 7s yours, Make mention of nothing that is properly thine, 
ttle WW except the Grearreſs of thy ſins, as David (m). The power of 
uce WW indwelling Corruption, as Paul, (n). Thy inability to ſerve 
a W Him, as Foſpua and Feremy (0) ; that without Faith thou canſt 
not pleaſe God, nor give Glory to Him ; That without Holi-. 
anl W 1 thou canſt not ſkew-forth His Vertues, nor anſwer the 
156 WW End for which He hath Choſen thee ; And finally, that thou 
Var cant be ſanvified by that Will only, which Wills thy SanRifi- 
Be WW ation ( p.) 
eft When Moſes would prevail for the Gracious Preſence of 
the WW God with that People, what does he plead for it ? Remember 
gt WE (ſays he) this Nation 3s Thy People 3 And Wherein ſhall it be known 
nz) th:t 1 and Thy People have found Grace in Thy fight ? Is it not in 
its, that thou gozſt with us? (q) Here you ſec, he makes God's 
WW Prelence with them, an evidence of his having Choſen them g$ 
tcl, i and from his chooſing them, he draws an Argument why He 
and WW ould be with them. Mojes aurſt not ſay, © They area People 
our WW © tat keep thy Commands ; they ace Perſons of a very honeſt, 
ur WW * ingenuous diſpotition, (as tome ſpeak :) A traQable ſort of 
'E of | Men, that have complied with thee, and better improv'd 
wil WW * thy Favours than their Neighbours bave done 3 therefore 
| * Own them, and Go with them : No, but conſider ( I pray 
es 1 te) that they are Thy People, Thou haft choſen them above all Peo- 
hicl WF 7/2 (3; and therefore deal wich them above the rate cf Thy 
ou Bh GCaiing with other Men, 
aſel In like manner, having receiv'd any ſpecial Favour from 
s 0 WW Gd; Sacrifice not to vour better deſervings; but as Dame), 
1. WW ho, tho a man of ſingular Wiſtom, yet ſays he) This Secres 
* 0t revealed 10 me for any Wiſdom that 1 have more than any liv- 
ani W 7:2 (5). Thus alfo, we find David deporting himſelf, when Nas 
than brought him that gracious Meffage from God, how great 
things He would do for him and for his Houſe ; what does Da- 
©14 put ;t upon ? Thou Lord God knoweſt thy Servant: i e. Thou 
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A Pratical Diſcourſe 
knowelt that T have done nothing which might move Thee 
to this munificent bounty : but for thy WWordss ſake, and accord- 
ing 10 thine own heart, thou haſt done all theſe Great things (t): 
"This is the voice of the Man afrer God's own Heart. 

Again, Supp8ſe you have done any {1gnal Service for God 
retire into ſelf-abaſement, and magniftie God that He was 
-lcaled to vouchſate you that honour, Thus alſo did David, 
when ſetting his Aﬀection ro the Houſe of God,he had gathe- 
red that huge incredible Maſs of Treaſure for the building ot 
it : He wonders not ſo much at his having gotten it, (thuugh. 
that might well be wondred at ;) as that he had an heart lo 
treely to Devote it to that Sacred Ulc ; Who am 1{fays he) an; 
what is my People, that we ſhould be able 10 offer thus willingly ! 
{or all things are of thee (1) ; He acknowledgeth their willing- 
ncf> to offer, to be as much of God, as the Offering it ſelf, 
And 7arl, having laboured more abuniai!rly than all the 4poſtles, 
puts from himſelf the honour of it, ANot 1, but the Grace 
of God that was with me (x). 

Three or Four Things, in ſeeking, for ſpiritual bleſſings, be 
fure to kecp ſtill in your Mind, 1. That you muſt be Nothing 
in your ſelf : New Wine is not for Old Bottles: the Bottles 
muſt firft he undone, and made-up anzw ; or elſe, the Wine 
will be ſpilt, and the Bottles periſh ( y/. - All your imaginary 
Rightcouineſs, Wiſdom, Strength, Sc. muſt be parted from 
Yau; and 'tis as necetfary as to leave your maie-ground to 
build on the fir12 Rock. 2. That Spiritual Bleffings are a Gift ; 
and will not admit of any Plea which may ſtem to make them 
Wages. I azarus loved Chriſt z yet would not his Siſters ule 
that as their Argument ; but, Zord, be whom [ Thou loveſt 
fick G3). What the Sciipture holds-forth as a Motive wit 
God, 'That yon may plead, and that's his Name : And indeed, 
nothing, elſe is pleadable at the Throne of Grace. Eſteem net 
your {cif the better for what you nay carry with you z think 
not tro be accepted hecaule of your Preſent ; it is not your Ms 
ey (4), nor vour duuble Money in your hand, that will fetc! 
vour Corn from above, thu it may from Egypt s Silver ant 
Gold, your own Works and Worthineſs, are of no value at tic 
Aint of Frce-Grace 3 but there it is, and thence ye muſt have, 
whatever may rend<er you welcome at the Court of Heaven 

>» Be not over-ſulicitous how you [hall ſpecd 3 Nor think yo! 
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ſhall fare the worſe for coming in fo ratter'd and pitiful a con-. 
dition : Erce-Grace is Compathonate, Rich; Bountiful ; You 


ws are not. the leſs welcome becauſe you bring Nothing : The 
« " Þ bet qualification 1s to find your ſelf jll-qualifed, Empty, Hun- 
/* Þ gry, Poor, Naked, Blind, Miſerable : EleQting-love hath pro- 
1, viel enough, and more : Not Bread and ater only, (tho theſe 

 F are very welcome to an hungry and thirſty Soul;) but Wine 


"5 Þ and Milk, Wine on the lecs, a Feaſt of far things (b) ; Not 

| Aprons made of Fig-leaves or Ccats of Beaſts-5k17s ; but long 
| ® Robes of Linnen fine an4 white (c). Not Money made of Lea- 
a ht ther, Or baſe Meta], that would burthen one to carry a Month's 
Þ”  Provilion of it 3) But Gold, and of that the nneft, and tryed in 


L the fire (4); which hath nothing of Droſs or Cankering Ruſt 
+ E adhering to it, And if thou have but little, 100k on that little 
Y: | as an Earneſt of More 3 10 him that bath Joall be given; altho 
Fe | thou be but ſmoking ax, He will not quench thice (e). But to 
ba make ſure this important work : E 

Hs 4. Be ſure you leave not Out your Mediator, the Lord Feſ: 


Chriſt : Ele&ting Love doth All ina Him, and (6 muſt you : aſk 
all in His Name, and then lay, Lord, 1s worthy for whoſe ſake. 
Tos iro ſhoutdeſt do this: And withal, take heed of Patching; join not 


T 

m Law and Grace together, leſt the Rent be made wolſe ;: The 
Xu Kighteouſneſs wherein you muſt appear before God, is not: 
ir maie-up of cIVers ſorts and pieces, partly Fs and partly your 
om ons but a Seamleſs Veſture, wrenght throughout of one 
Fs rind of ſubſtance, and by one hand : In this you may approach 
it: With Loldnels, and touch che top of the Golden Scepter. _ 

-m MK V!- Having lo tirm and Impregnable a Rock ta Found your 
af faith uponz why ſhoul! the greateſt of Dithculties, even the 
$ 204cr of indrod Corruption, diſcourage any Soul from caſting, 


-» Wi {if upon ling Love as that which is pertettly able, and 
0 WM cle very delign of it, is to ttubdue Iniquity, as well as to'par- 
| ion its it choſe us, not becauſe we were, or would be Holy, 


an" but that we might be ſo( f): And to that end, undertakes 
"Hl ihe whole of our work for us. It 13 between us and Sin, as it 
hs was between 1421 and the Canaantes z Until the Lord began 
boy tO drive they dil not ſtir 3 they were Gyants, too big for 
the Urals-hoppers to deal-with z had Iron-Chariots, and Cities 
_s walled up to Heaven 3 And yct that company of Graſs-hop- 
en Pers turn'd them out 3 And this, becauſe the T.ord who gave 
cou them that Land, was in the Head of them; He went be. 
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they were driven ; when He ceaſed, the Work ſtood-ftill (g); 
nay, his own People were routed and put to the worſe (b), 
And we ſhall find both Moſzs and Focſhua ftill uſing Arguments 
fetch'd from the Covenant that God had made with them, by 
which always they were ſupported. Let us do likewiſe, Make 
Election our All; our Bread, Water, Munition of Rocks, and 
whatever elſe we can ſuppoſe to want: Here we are ſure of 
Supply and Safety z It's a Tower that's really walled up to Hea- 
ven ; a never-to-be-emptizd Cloud of Mana, and a Facov's 
TPettchat's never dry : *'Tis deep indeed, and you have nothing 
(of your own) to draw-with z yet be not diſhearened Stay by 
it, and the Well it ſelf ſhall riſe-up to you (7), rather than you 
ſhall want. 

VII. Having done all you can, and in the midſt cf your do- 
ing, walk humvly, as living on another's bounty : Aſſume not 
to your ſelf, but aſcribe the whole of your Salvation,and of all 
the Conducements thereto, ty Eletting Grace, and hang 
that Root alone: Even Faith it (elf, as it is The Bunever's att, 
1s not to be reſted in, 1cr to ſharz jn this Glory 3 We may ſay 
of Faith, as he to Fei!x, whom Caſar ſet over them, by thee we 
enjoy much quiemeſs, (but the Honour chiefly bclongd to Caſu 
who gave them that Governour :) Give unto Faith its due; 
accept always, and 1n all places, the benefits you have by it 
With all thankfulnels (+) 5 for it does you many 200d Offices, 
and you cannor indeed live without it, only in the "Throne, 
let Grace be above it 5 For, That's the Potenrate which put: 
Faith in that Capacity.and mainteins it ther 3 and the truti 
Is, true Faith is bcſt pleasd with its own place, To this end 
the Lord tells His Pcople, It was not their Sword nor their 
Bow that drove-out their Enemies: But, (ſay ſome) It 
was the Sword and Bow which God put into their Hands, 
and which they maniully employ'd; No, God will not have 
Men arrogate {ſo much to themlelves, but to acknowledge, 
it is God that ſubſies our enemies under us (I\. The 
People with Gzaeon he reckons too many to give the Mili 
mres into their hands; why ? let they ſhould vaunt them- 
ſelves againſt Him (2). Faith, and other Graces, are Mighty 
only through Go: As thcy arc His 1ortmaiſhip, fo*tis He on- 
iy can keep them Goirg (asa Watch or othcr Engine cannot 
wind-up it ſelf.) To framea Perpetual-Morion, nv Man hath 
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ever attain'd 3 no, not in trifling matters. As thou hadft no 


hand in changing thy Heart at firſt, ſo neither of thy ſelf, in 


. aarrying-on the work afterwards all our Sutliciency is of God : 


even all the Strivings of the Saints are according to the workings 
of God in them (n); A good Tree will bring-forth good Fruit 3 
but not without Sun, Air, Dew, and other Heavenly Influen- 
ces; for if ſeparate from theſe, the Tree it ſelf will die : So, 
without a continual Communication ef Vertue from above (9), 
the New Creature can neither Ai nor Live, Depend there- 
fore on that Radical Grace (7z. e. on the God of all Grace) for 
Prefervirg and Actuating the Grace He hath given you : Reft 
not in this, That you know God, but rather, That you are 
known of Him: 

By this (T hope) the Propoſition is' made evident, with 
ſomething of its plefulneſs, viz. That whatever things are re- 
quiſite to Salvation, are freely given of God, to all the Ele, 
and wrought in them Efte&ually by His Divine Power : as a 
"art of that Salvation to which they are appointed, and are 
all contained in the Decree of Eleion. And I cannot but 
reckon it one (and that a Principal) part of thoſe works of 
God that ftand for ever 3 and is ſo pertea, that Nothing can 
be taken from it, nor any thing added to it, and is a good In- 
troduction into, yea, and Argument for, the final Perſeve- 
cance of Believers. 
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Invincible Progreſs 


QO-s 


BELIEVERS 


I N 


FAITH and HOLINESS. 


OR the firmer ſupport and comfort of His Peopl: 
(notwithſtanding the preſent weakneſs of their 

Faith, and dayly infirmities of the Fleſh; } As alſo, 
toallure and bring-in Others, whs arc hankering 

about tie Door, or yet in the High-ways and Hedges; It 
hath pleaſed the Holy and only Wiſe God, to indulge us 
with plain and poſitive aſſurance of the certain continuance 
and going on, of All who have once believed and received 
the Grace of God in truth 5 Albeit, that many concern'd 
_ this aſſurance, attain nor to it. That Faith and Holineſs do 
inſeparably follow EleG&ion, is ſhewn afore : Our bulineſs now 
is to ſhew, that Faith and Holineſs are of an abiding Nature, 
and ſhall neyer be loſt: And this is that we call PERSEVE- 
RANCE: Which being the Crown and Glory of -n the 
0) $445 


"former Points, and that as ſecures 75 us the Comforts ariſing 


thence; being alſo as much impugned as any of Thoſe: the 
Proof and Confirmation thereof is apparently necellary, 
and tending to profit : And I truft, it ſhall not only appear, 
that the Doctrine 1s True, but allo repleat with Arguments 
promotive of Holineſs 3 by which the contrary Opinion will 
beſt be contradicted : For, ſo it is, in the Wiſdom of God, 
that every Truth has that in it, as properly tends to its own 
Defence and Eftabliſhment. It's the property of Men truly 
wile, ro enterpriſe only attainable things, and things worthy 
their Wiſdom ; as alſo, ſo to frame and modle the Means, 
1s not. to mi their intent ; Much more muſt it become, and 


if then, the Ultimate End oft all things be the Glory of 


compaſs his End. Hence allo, we may be ſatisfied, that all 
.ntermediate Occurrences, (however 1mproper in their own. 
Nature, ang caſual to us,) were all fore-appointed of God, 
and that by a Decree moſt wiſe and fixed; and conſcquent- 
', ar: and ſhall be ſo diſpenſed and over-ruled, as not to 
hinder, but help-on, and bring-about, the thing principally 
dclign'd ; which therefore ſhall not (carmor) milcarry, nor 
be fi2ally defeated. However, theretore, Men of corrupt 
zinds may ſtumble at the Word, change the Truth of God 
into a T.ye, and turn His Grace into Laſciviouſneſsz and ſome 
others, not of detigng but by miſtake, and unacquaintedneſs 
with the true ſtate of the Queſtion ;5 may diſapprove and 
object againſt it « Yet may not the Truth be diſcarded, nor 
its Eriends ſhy to own itz But ftrive the more induftriouſly, 
by their Sobricty, Mecknels, Holineſs, and all good Fruits, 
to make the World know, that to the Pure all things are pure $ 
whiles to other Men (through the impurity of their own 
ſpirits ) all things are defiled and turned into fin; And in 
Particular, that the Doctrine of God's unchangeable Love to 
His Choſen, and their Endlcis abiding therein, is no way an 
Inlet or incouragement to i1n, or Remiſne!s in Duty 3 but 
the Powerfulleſt Strengthener againſt Apoſtacy, and moſt 
tTectual Quickner to Goſpel-Obedience. 


The 
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"= The ſubſtance of what 1 intend, li.» "in this Propoſi- | 


tion, Viz. 


That all and every one of God's Ele being- 
once RKepenerate and Believing ;, are aad ſhall 
be :nvincibly carried-on, to the perfet obtain- 
ment of Bleſſedneſs and Glory, 


Towards the Evidencing of this Truth : 

T. Let us take-in things of a lower conſideration than that 
of Eternal Salvation, and obſerve how thoſe Perſons former- 
ly inftanced, being deſtined of God to Eminent ſervice in 
ene Yorld. were carried thorow, and that compleatly, to 
rae end of their work z notwichſtanding the greateft of diffi- 
culties and natural impoſhbilities, wich ftood in the way to 
obſtrui it: By which will appear the cerratn eged of God's 
Purpoſes: and will contribute noi-a-litt!= to illuſtrate the 
Point in hand. | = 
1, Ihbegin with Avraram's Seed 2 In Gen. . 12. 7» The 
Land of Canaan? 135 given them by promite ; zac, in whom 
this Seed ſhould he called, was not y<t born $5 nor yet, with 
both his Parents were paſt Aze, (a). To help this, the 
Lord brings-back the Sun many degrees, makes it a new 
Springtime with them, and gives them Iſaac, (6b). When 
Taac was Marric(, his Wite proves barren :; After twenr, 
years walting, the Lor:l (in Anſwer to Prayer ) gtves her 
Conception, (c). Now, two Children they had z the Elder 
of which the Lord rejects (4), and the other, to whom the 
Promiſe belong'd in danger every day to be killfd by his 
Brother, and ſo the Line of the Promiſe in danger of fail- 
ing, (e), Facov, to ſire his life, flies to Padan- Aram, (f}. 
There Laban deals hardly with him, {g), And when he made 
homewards, follows him with evil intent 3 But, the Lord in 
a Dream takes him off, (þ). No ſooner is he efcapd from 
him, but Zfau comes againft him with -four hundred Men, 
tull-bent to revenge the Old Gru'ige, (7). The Lord turns 
his heart in a moment, and nielts him into Brotherly Aﬀe- 
ion ; that inftead of deſtroying Facob, he proffers himſcly 
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(a) Gen. 18. 1i.(b) Ch. 21. 2, (c) Ch. 25, 21.{d) Fer. 
3» (e) Ch. 27- 41- (kf) Cb: 2%. Zo (L) Ch, ls +1: {H) Yo | 
22, 24. (i) Ch. 32. 6. % 


to be his Guard and Convoy, (Þ. W hen Szmeon and Lever © 
had ſo highly provoked the Canaanires, that it was a Thou- 
{and to One but they would come and cut off Facob's Fami- 
ly at once, (1), The Lord cauſes a terrour to fall upon them, 
that they do not ſo much as look after them, (m). When a 

ſeven years Famine was coming on the Land ; ( likely enough 

to eat up poor Facob and his houſe ) the Lord 3 by a ſtrange 

Providence, ſends an Harbinger to make proviſion for them 

in Egopt, (). When oppreft by the Egyptians, and all 

means uted to deſtroy them 3 and that both with Craft and 

Crucltyz the Lord ſo orders the Matter, that the more 
they were oppreſſed, the faſter they grew, ſo), and by an 
tizh band brings them out at laſt, In the Wilderneſs, they 
curry themiclves as unworthily towards God, as ever Pete 
did; doing aHkl that in them lay fo cut off the Intail of that 
good Land, by their unter, and dayly repeated ReLelli- 
4 ::0Muth that the Lord threatens to diſpoſieſs them z 
Put, for his Promiſe ſake made with Abrakar,, withdraws 
is hand, and ſpares them. I might Inſtance alſo, the great. 
{treights and dangers they were in at the Xed-Sea, which 
te Lord divided for them Afterwards for want of Water, 
which He brings them out of a Rock 3 Then for Bread, which 
allo le gives them from Heaven : How they were denied 
paſſage by fome, and way-laid by others - and yet carried 
0n and delivered 53 And at lat, how the Lord drove-out. 
thole Gyants, whom they gejipþair'd of Overcoming z and [0 
gave them the Land in poſſeſtion, according to His promiſe 
hundreds of years atore : There failed not oNgh: of any good thingy 

the 1ord bad promiſed s 1x all came to paſs, (Þ). 

2. Foſ:ph, Little Fojeph, is one the Lord will honours 
which nN IKYral Dreams he intimates to him, (q). His Bre- 
turen tiierefore hate him; and to fruſtrate his Dreams , 
( Mich £2aificd their ſubjection to him ) they conſpire to 
£11] him, (#): And how ſhall Foſeph eſcape ? They are ten 
tO One, and he the leaſt, Reuben, who being the Eldeft, 
was moſt concern*d, in point of Honour, to hinder Foſeph's 
advancement z hefhall relent at the very motion of making 
WM away, and out of reſpect to his Father, ſhall deliver 
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(k) Ch. 33, 4,12.(1) Ch. 34. 25, (m) Ch. 35 5.(1) Che 
47- 28, with Ch. 41. 54-(0) Exod, 1. 12.(P) Joſh. 21- 45s 
\1) Gt. 37s 7+ 94 Ihe (r) Ver, 13: _ 


him, 


Him, (s). Well, though they will nut preſently kill him, 
they'l caſt him into a Pit, where in all likelihood, he muff 
periſh: But, in the good Providence of God, the 1ſhmazlite 
Merchants Paſs-by in the very nick of time, cerany Wild 
Beaſt thall have found him, or his Brethren determin'd worſe Eq 
againſt him, (r). To them they lell him, and by. them he | 
is brought into Fg ypr, (far enongh out of Facob's enquiry) | 


and ſold to the Captain of Pharaoh's Guard z a Perſon likely Þ _ 
enough to deal roughly with him. But, here the Lord YE 
owns him; and to bring him into favour, makes all that he = 
doth to proſper : which his Maſter obſerving, puts the ma- Þ 
nagement of all his Eſtate into Foſ-1b's hands, (uv), Now Þ| 
there's fair hopes of his coming to honour : But, how ſoon 5 

Is it daſh'd ! Foſeph being a goodly Peifon, his laſcivious Mi- [| 
Kreſs tempts him to folly z which the fear of God keeping MB 
him from, ſhe mit-reports him to his Maſter, charging her | 
own wickedneſs upon him. Hercby Potiphar's favour is tor, MM 
and Foſzph caſt into priſon, and laid in Irens,'x) Now all nt 
hopes of Pretcr:.:cnt are gone, anl what will become of his WM» 
Dreams? Yet ftil, the Crounſcl of the Loid, that thall [RF 
ftand; and this downfal or #«/-p+, ſhall prove another ſtep | 
to his Ring: An4 10 make way tor it, two of Pha-aoh's 

Servants ſhatl. fall under their Loc2's. difpicature, be put-in 
Priſon, an41 committed to Fofephts kerping « Here they hail 
Dream, Fo;epb tall mnterpret, and the Event Thall anlwer 1c. RP 
Now the vay bcgins agen to dawn upon Fojeph and by the a- 
Chiet Butler's Reſtoremeat, fume hopes of Dis [lalargement Xt 
but this agen is ſun over-caſt, tor tie Butler torgat hin, | 3) Eg 
Notwithftanding ail which, the Prov:iicnces of Gol (to it1!] B---1 


Parſue his Decree, and ceaſes not till Fojeph is Lord over 

Eg ypt, and his Brethren how down Dctore him, (3). 2 

| 3. Davil:; God promiſeth D224 to give thz2m the King- 8: 
WM Jcom, and Anoints him to ir, {2% What, notwithſtandin;” ; 

F'Y all poſhble interveniencies? Yes, for the Promiſe is Ab: 


S Inte ; Hath the Lord ſaid it, andl Ball he not doit? It there- W-- 
© fore, Saul calt a Javclia at him (unſulpetted,) to nail him to # | 
i the Wall; a ſharpnc's of eye, and agility of hudy, ſhall b- F 


[$3 er. 22. (t) Vere 24, 25 0 CE 39. 2; 4: &) Fe 
7» 9, 17, 20. Pſal. 105. 13. (y) Ge. 40. 23. (2) Ch 41. 
and ch. 42, 6. and c<,50. 1% a) 1.5191 15, ! 


of God's Sovereignty, &c. = 23 
civen him to difcern and avoid it, (6b), Tf he determine 
cvil againſt him, Forathan ſhall advertiſe him of it, (c), If 
lc {end Mcſengers to Natoth to apprehend hims they ſhall 
torst their Errand, and fell a Prophecying : And if he ſend 
vihers, and others after them; they ſhall do likewiſe : yea, 
4424 Himfelf ſhall tura Prphet for a day and a night toge- 
ther, that David may have time to eſcape, (4). If he be 
ina City that will bcatray him, and not a Friend among 
tm to adviſe him of itz the Lord Himitlf will be his 
lntillizeacer, and ſend him out, {e}. If Saul's Army have 
incompat'd him, and no way lett to cſcape 3 the Phzliſtines 
(all invade the Land, 21d tidings ſhall come in the very in- 
tant, and take him off, (f). If a” £oft do incamp againſt bim, 
bell not be afraid, (6). Why fo ? The Lord had made an Ab- 
{olute Promiſe; aud therefore if no help on Earth, Ze ſhall 
ſend from Heaver, and fave me, (Þ)., Yea, David's wavering 
(at times) and the weaknels of his Faith, ſhall not hinder itz 
and the Reaſon of all was this, The Lord rook him 10 be Ruler 
6/2r bis People, and therefore he was with him where-ever he 
weir, (1 3: 

4. Fofiah s A Child ſhall be born to the Houſe of Davzd, 
Foſiab by name 3 who ſhall offer the Boncs of Ferobokaints Prieſts 
upon his Altar, (k), If therefore, Arhalzzh determine to 
deſtroy all the Secd-Roya), Fo2ſh thall be ſtoln from among 
the reft, and reſerv«d, (/), and by him David's Line fhall be 
continucd : And Zezzkiah, though tick unto Death, he ſhall 
not die, but be healel (as it were) by a Miracle; and fif- 
teen years added to his life 3 rather chan Manafſeh, who muſt 
bs Fofial's Grand-Father, ſhall be unborn, (1m), 

5. Paul; Paul was a Choſen Vellcl, appointed to preach 
Chriſt to the Cerntiies; and at laſt, to bear witneſs of .him at 

And this muſt bz done, although Bonds, Impriſon- 
rient:, and Death it felt, do attcnd him in every place. If 
thcretorc they lye in wait for him at Damajcis, and watch the 
Zates night and day, to kill him 3 he ſhall be let down by the 
Wall in a Batkzt, and ſo c{cape them, (7), It all Feruſalem be in - 


(b) Ch. 18. 11. (C) Ch. 19-* 7.: (4) Ch. 19... 20 == 24. 
£). Che: 23: 125"(f): Ch. 23.26, 27: (8): P/- 27 4 (7 
57+ 2:11) -1-Cor:-176- 7, $ (K) 1 Kings. 13 2. (1) 2 Xs 
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an uproar to kill him ; the Chief Captain ſhall come with 
an Army, and rcſcue him, (0), (though no Friend to Paul 
nor to this Cauſe.) If more than forty Men have bound 
themſelves with an Oath, that they will neither eat nor drink, 
till they have kill'd him 3 his Kinſman ſhall hear of it, and 


by his means the Chief Captain ſhall be his Friend agen, 


and grant him a ſufficient Convoy, (p), and this attempt 
ſhall be an occafion of ſending him to Rome, where his lafi 
Teftimony is to be given. If Fews and Gentiles make an al: 
fault together, to uſe him deſpitefully, and to ſtone him z he 
ſhall be aware of it z and by flecing ſave himſelf, (q)z ( by 
which means alſo the Goſyel ſhall be further ſpread. ) But, 
{uppole he heleft in their hands z and they ſo far prevail, as 
to ſtone him, and drag him out of the City, (7) ; then ( ſure ) 
his work's at anend ? No, All this ſhall not hinder ; Death 
it ſelf ſhall not ſeparate Pau! from his work, Tt is not his 
being once ſloned, nor his thrice ſuffering Shipwrack, nor his 
being in Deaths often, nor any thing elſe, that ſhall make 
void the purpoſe of God for his bearing witneſs of Chriſt at 
Rome; as iSabundantly evident by tac Stories of him, and 
the Event at laſt, 

Other Inftances might be produced to the ſame effect ; 
But by theſe we may take an Eſtimate of the thing under 
proof; and rationally infer, that if the Lord be ſo exaQ 
anc punCtual in performing his Word, touching theſe leſſer 


things ; Carrying-on His work through ſuch a prels of Na- - 


turil Oppoſitions 3 much more will He be, in ſecuring and 
bringing-about the Eterhal welfare of His Choſen, That as 
he dealt by His People of old 3 Ze bear'd them upon Eagles 
IWirgs, (S), ( above the reach of danger) and kept them as 
the Apple of #is Ey?;, ( with all poſhble care and tenderneſs ) 
until He had brought them to Hiniſelf, (t) : So will He carry it 
towards His Elect 3 For, he values the World but little, ſave 
with reſpeCt to them. 

1. Now, for a more dire& proof of the Propoſtion ? 
Though two or three Witnefies might ſuffice toeſtabliſh it ; 
yet. fince the Scriptures do abound with Teſtimonies for 
it ; (the Colletion vacreof may be very uſeful to us, for 
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the help of our Faith in a time of temptation 3 as alſo, to 
fortifie our fouls againſt the Afaults of final Apoſtacy. ) T 
ſhall ſomewhat enlarge in reciting themz with ſome of thoſe 
Genuine DeduQions that low from them. In the Old Te- 
{tament, are many Petitions and Reſolves made by Holy Men, 
which import the truth of this Dottrine 53 As, That the Lord 
will per fett that which concerns them ;, That {He will not forſake 
the work of His orm hands, (u): That He w!ll guide them by 
tis Caunfels, and aſter receive them 10 Glory, (x) 5 And that, 
in the mean time, None of their ſfleps ſhall flide, (9), and this, 
becauſe 1s is God that girds them with ſtrength, and He will 
make their way perfed, (2): ( with abundantly more ; as alſo 
in Pau/'s Epiſtles.) In every of which is implied a Promiſe 
of the thing prayed tor, or concluded upon : For, without 
ſuch a Promiſe they could not have done it in Faith, nor 
mectly have given them down as matter of inftruion to 
others, But, we know, they ſpake as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghoſt, (a), who knowing the deep things of God 
what His Decrees were ;z and what was contained in the Pro- 
miſe of Eternal Life before the World, (6'; drew out their hearts 
t0 Believe, and formed their Prayers accordingly. 

But, beſides theſe, we have many expreſs Promiſes and 
affirmations of it. In the tenth of Fohn, our Saviour ſays, 
His Sheep ſhall never periſh, ver. 28. which is ( incffett ) their 
Faith ſhall never fail 5 For, ſafe they cannot be from periſh- 
ing, without the ſecurement of their Faith : Agen, ſpeak- 
ing, of the Spirit of Holineſs which Believers receive from 
Him ; Fohy, 4. 14, He ſaith expreſly, Whoſoever drinketh 
thereof, (hall never thirſt : but it ſhall be in him, a Well of Water 
ſpringing-up to Everlaſting Life, (c); ( Then it ſhall not be 
dried-up. ) Prov. 10s 30, The Righteous ſhall never ] be rems- 
ved; ( i, e« They ſhall never fall-back into their former 
ſtatez ) and the Reaton is, Becaule rhe 1ay of the Lord is 
ſtreypth to the upright, v. 29, Whether by [ the IWay of the 
10rd \ be meant is Way or manner of dealing with upright 
Perſons, which is, to increaſe thetr ſtrergth ( according to Fob 
t7. 9. ) Or, of the Genuine Property of God's ways ; which is, 
O atford that peace and fatisfattion tov thole who walk in 
them, that they are daily more habituated and connaturali- 


- (u).” Pſal.- 138: 8. (x): Pſal.- 73. 24 (y) Pſabe 37+ Jt 
2) Tjal. 18. 32. (a) 2 Pete Ie. 21. (D) Tit, I. 2. 
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zed to them, and eftranged from all ways elſe ; they ate 
both to the purpoſe in hand. Prov. 24. 19, A Fuſt Man fal- 
leth ſeven times, and riſeth up agen; He falls not ſo as to lyc 
where he fell; He falleth not into miſchief, as the wicked 
doth : yea, hz racher gets ground by his fall 3 as ver. 5, 
A Man of Wiſdom increaſeth ſtrength; from the tenſe of his 
own weakneſs, he is led to ftrength Everlaſting ; as was 
Paul, 2 Cor, 12, 10. 

Prov. 12: 21, There fbll mo Evil happen to the Fuſt 5 Then, 
not the greateſt and worſt of evils; whici is, to depart from 
the Living God: S0,v. 3. Th2 Row of the Righteous ſhall 76: 
be moved; his Fruit may ſometimes be Blighted, or blown 
off, and his Branches tots d with a Tempeſt ; but ſtil! his 
Root i5 where it was; His life is hid, and free trom all Com- 
motion 3 and ſhall therefore rencw both his Fruit an! 
Branches; 4 that rruſteth in the Lord, ſhall nor ceafe from yieli- 
7g fruit, (c). Jer. 32. 40. 1 will put my fear 7 their beart, 
that they ſhall not depart from me. This (fays ſome) is the Pro- 
mii2 of affording them Means, but not or effedting the End; 
Thercfore ſee Chap. 3: 19, Thou ſhalt call Me my Father, and 
[ {val nor] depart from Me: And tliis, becanke He worketh 
Effeduizlly in them that bclieve, (4), as ar firſt in cauting 
them to believe, {o now in maintaining and perteGting their 
Faith, P{:11, $4. 11, The Lord with holdeth no good thing from 
them wat wait uprightlys And if fo, then conmuing to walk 
uprightiy, ſhall not be with-held from them : Which Dedu- 
&tion is alſv warranted by this 3 That the. Righteous ſhall hold 
on bis r-ay, and be that | hath} clean hands ſhall be ſt:onger and 
flrovger, (e); a> alſo from Prove4.15. The path of the Fuſt 5s as the 
ſbintg light, which ſhineth more and more, wito the perfett day. 
And Davil further backs it, where from his preſcat Faith, 
he concludes his future Progreſs; / have rujted, 1 ſhall not 
ſlide, (f 1 and this, becauſe the Lord holder bis Soul 1n lije, 
and ſuhreth not bjs feet #0 be moved, Plalm 66, 9. 

Mark 16. 16, Ze that belteveth ſhall be ſaved; And Fohn 
1. 26, Whoſoevcr liverh and belicverh 17 Me (lays Chriſt) ſhal! 
never dyes 1. e. He that once has Faith thal} never loſe it : 
For, to tay, He ſhall keep it, if he do not lofe it, {as ſome 
would pive the ſente) had been a _comtortle:s and empty No: 
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njudicious way of ſpeaking. This Is yet fur- 
ther confirmed | by Fobn 5. 24, He that believerh | is paſſed] 
1709 death to life, and | ſhall vos ] come imto Condemnation. The 
Reaſon of which is this, that rheir Faith is founded on a Rock ; 
which Wind and Waves may beat and break themſelves a- 
-ainft 5 but never the Kock it ſelf, nor That which is built 
urn it, (£)3 He that rruſteth in the Tord, 1s as Mount Zion, 
which [cannot | be removed, (h). No, or {o much as one of the 
Stales of that Tabernacle ſhall be removed, and that for ever, (i)3 
'l-y ſhall rot be aſhamed nor confounded, | World without End, 


. } 
14. 45+ 17s 

It wonld very much allay» that Superlative Cauſe of Re- 
ioycing, [ That our Names are wrinen in Heaven, | it poſſhbly 
they might be Hlotted out again z fince we find in our ſelves 
{0 yreat a proneneſls to Revolt, {which every one acquaint- 
cd with his own heart, muft acknowledge : ) But we are ſure, 
Chriſt would not propound to us a failable ground of Re- 
joycing ; for that kind ot dependence, He is evermore cal- 
ling us from, Believers are indeed ſometimes foyl'd, but 
never overcome: Though they fall, arid that ſeven_ times 
in a day, (as was ſaid) as often 4o they riſe again: And it's 
n0 diſparazement to their Leader, (Nay; *tis the Glory of a 


| General) to give his Enemy advantages, and take them a- 
| £ain at his pleaſure, to his Enemies greater Confulion and 


Overthrow. Satan got nothing by his Winnowing Peter 3 
Peter loft ſome of his Chaff, which well might be ſpared 
and the Tempter loſt many an after-advantage z For, the 


| World of Believers have been the warier ever ſince» To 


this, T ſhall only add that of the Holy Apoſtle, in Rom. 8. 


{| He was perſwaded (that is, He was throughly ſwayed in his 


Hith, to believe it for himſelf, and deliver it down to the 


| A\zes tocome, as a Truth Infallible) That neither Heighth nor 
| Depth, nor any other Creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate from the 
| Love of God which is in Chriſt Feſus our Lord, ver. 38. 39. He 


reckons-up all that can pe nam'd and, leaft any thing might 
tave ſlipt him, he brings-in Height and Depth; as being thoſe 
wo Extreams that take-in All, and more than Men can- 
think: and then reſolves, that even Theſe ſhall not be able 
40 jt. And ſarely, if the Super-Celeftial Height of God's 
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Holineſs, nor the Tnfra-Infernal Depth of finful Sin, ſhall ſe- 


parate from that Day of Glory, which the Sons of 'God were f 
Predeſtinated-to, and for which they were both Made and þ 
Redeemed, called-into, and groan tor ; then are Believers 
Roundly ſecur'd againſt Final Apoſtacy. ; 
TIL. A third ſort of Evidence for Confirmation, are cer- Þ® ” 
tain Arguments or Reaſons why the Saints muft necds Perſe- Þ 2 
vere 1n Faich and Holineſs t 
By [ Needs muſt] I underſtand no other kind of neccſhty, | 
than well confifts with Perfeit Freedom ; ſuch as was upon | N 
Paul to Preach the Goſpel; which was a Work he rejoycel Þ * 
in: and {uch as was upon Jclus Chrift to bring-home his tg 


Sheep, and to lay down His Life for them 3 He amt needs ſuf- , 2 
jer, Aits I 7. 3o Yea, He was fireightned til] it was accompliſh Fic! 


ed, Luk 12. 50, That it was written in His Heart, was no ſÞ 
hindrance to the freedom of His Will. |: 7: 
The firſt Argument, in proof of Perſeverance, is found- ſ # 


ed on the Saints ExtratÞ or Original ; They are born of God, (k); 


And this hath the force of a double Argument. ey 

I. As God 4s th:ir Father and Et:rnal 7oot : Our Saviour iſ Ph 
holds forth this Relation, as the grvund of our Faith in = 
Prayer, (/); And He begins with it Himſelf, when He prays ; | 
for His own Glory, and that His Diſciples might be parta- _ 
kers of it, (1); To the ſame end, He frequently uſcth that wa. 
{tile of Father in the Goſpel of Forn; (as taken delight n oY 
mentioning that Relation; ) The Father Himſelf loverh you, (n): oY 
And I alcend to My Father, an4 your Father, (o\), It 1s 10 BY 
{trengthen our Faith in God (through Himlclt) on the ac ” 
count of His Fatherhood to us: The Father loveth the Son, (Pp). * 
And, Ze loves His Believers, as fe loverth Chriſt imei. (4 Þ " 
On which ground the Apoſtle conclucs, That Ze carmor bu i © 
give us all thirgs elſe, (r), Believers are the Product of His 5. 
love buth in retpect of Election and KRepereration 3 and being om 
ſo, He cannot but have a Paternal Aﬀeciion for them 5 to ac: 4/s 


miniſter to them what-cver tends ro their ſuſtentation and 8 rg 


% . ” ) \ 

growthz and to keep-oft what-cver would intercept 0! y 
weaken His Gracious Induences towards them ; 4/avirg 09 
; I 

— — — I ei Wi) 

(k) Foba 1. 13. (1) Matth, 6. 9. (Mm) fob. 17. 1. (n) Ch» 

160. 27. (0) Chap, 20. 1. (p) Chap. 3. 35. (4) Chap, 17:23 
(I) Kom., 8.32, 46. 
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a ” ns Sonereronty & _- Fits 
ine! them, He loves them for ever, (s). They may there fore 
>> confident, That whar he hath begun 1+: the Spirit, He wilt 


111 ler end in the Fleſh, (1). That having begun a good work, 


{/e will alſo perform it; For, as they have their Spiritual 
Ling from Him, as the Father of it ; ſo tis natural to Him 
9 ucrive Ris Vertues into them without intermiſhon, as 
tor a Vine to ſ-nd-up its Sap into its own Branches, or the 
Sun to cheriſh the Plants of its own Produtctcn. All the 
Natural Aﬀeciions that are in Creatures towards their own, 
arc but Drops of His Immenſe Fulneſs : A Mother may pothbly 
forvet the Child of cr Womb; bu!, the Lord cannot for- 
2-t His Of ſpring ; That none may bur: them, (nor they them- 
Ieives) £/e will keep thein night and day, and wat'r them every 
moment, (u\, They are born by Him from the belly, and carried 
11017 the Womb and even 0 their C14 Age te will carry them, 
and deliver them, (x): 

2. The New Creature, as it com?s from God; ſo it exiſts 
tn [in and lives upon 44114 and tis NVanral to it, to ſeek 
ts Nouriſhment where it had its Origiiza! , Nothing can fatis- 
he it, but that great Deep from whence 1t ſprang: As a 
New-born Child, that has not the uſe of Reaſon, will hunt 
for the Breaſt by Natural Inſtinct, and not be quiet without 
it: As {con as ever 4:1 was converted, bebold be prays, ( »). 
Having once reccived the Spirit of Chritt, they cannot brit 
incline afcer Him, (as Eliſha did Elhah upon the caiting of 
lis Mantle on Him, (3). It 5 natural to them as for ſparks 
to fly upwards. They are ſaid to be Baptized with tires 
nU onely becauſe of its Purifying nature; but in reſpect of 
1:3 Aſpiring quality 3 it will be mounting and not reſt till it 
comes to its own Elemevt, Obftructtions many it meets with- 
al; but ftill it prefſeth onwards, and by degrees bears-down 
al afore it, and Carries that with it in which it dwells, to the 
Pace cf its birth 3 as th2 Dove could not reſt tii] ſhe came to 
tne Ark, whence the ſet-out. This is lively ſet-forth by our 
Saviour in Fohn 7.38, Ze that believerh in Me, out of hs Belly 
1t4/! flow Rivers of living Waters: Rivers, that bear-down all 
OPpvyitiong and Rivers of Izving Waters 5 not Land-tlouds, 
Which are but of ſhort continuance z or ſtanding Pools, 


— 


» 


_ 


'S) Foh. 13. 1. (t) Phil. 1. 6. (u) 1ſa. 27. 3- (x) Chap, 
ſubject 


40: 33 4+ (Y) As 9s ile (Z) 1 Age 19, 1H, 29» 
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ap 


Holineſs, nor the Tnfra-Infernal Depth of finful Sin, ſhall fe 
parate from that Day of Glory, which the Sons of God were 
Predeſtinated-to, and for which they were both Made ant 
Redceemed, called-into, and groan for ; then are Believer: 
Roundly ſecurd againſt Final Apoſacy, | 

IL. A third fort of Evidence for Confirmation, are cerM 
tain Arguments or Reaſons why the Saints muft necds Perk '2 
vere in Faich and Holineſs vp 

By [ Needs muſt] T underſtand no other kind of neceſfty,fÞ >" 
than well conſiſts with Perfect Freedom 3 ſuch as was upon 
Paul to Preach the Golpelz which was a Work he rejoyc ©'< 
in: and {uch as was upon Jeſus Chrift to bring-home hi 'v*: 
Sheep, and to lay down His Life for them 3 He muſt needs ſuf =** 
fer, Als 17. 3. Yea, He was jireightned 1 it was accompliſt:t '! 
ed, Luk 12. 50, That it was written in His Heart, was m0 ” 


RLS 


Hindrance to the freedom of His Will. _ F* 
The firft Argument, in proof of Perſeverance, is founi- and 
ed on the Saints Extract or Original, They are born of God, (kf . * 
And this hath the force of a double Argument. hh 
I. As God 3s their Father and Eternal Root : Our Saviou 7 
holds forth this Relation, as the gruund of our Faithi1Þ ne 
Prayer, (7); And He begins with it Himſelf, when He prajs > 
for His own Glory, and that His Diſciples might be part |} :** 
kers of it, (m); To the ſame end, He frequently uſcth thai iy: 
ſtile of Father in the Goſpel of Fob; (as taken delight nM 25 


mentioning that Relation; ) The Father Himſelf loveth you, (i): ; 
And I aſcend to My Father, and your Father, Co), It is © 
{trengthen our Faith in God (through Himſelf) on the act © 
count of His Fatherb9od to us. The Father loveth the Son, (Pp) ©** 
And, Ze loves Hjs Believers, as fe loverb Chriſt Eimſelf. (q' 
On which ground the Apoſtle conclules, "That ie cannot bi 


grve 18 all thizgs elſe, (r), Believers are the Product of Hit ©? 
love buth in reſpect of Election and Regeneration; and beils = | 
ſo, He cannot but have a Paternal Aﬀeciion for them 3 to at a 
miniſter to them what-ever ten; to their ſuſtentation ani To 
growthz and to keep-cit What-cver would intercept 0 | - 
weaken His Gracious Liiluences towards them $ 4avirg 0 _ 

OW ne ON ROAR OLE PEEL Ia, A —— 

(k) Fob 1. 15. (I) Matth. 6. 9. (m) Fohe 17. 1. (n) Ch: 

16. 27. (0) Chap, 20, 1. (P) Chap. 3« 35+ (4) Chap, 17-2 ; 
(I) Kom. 8.32, 46. 
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Ine.! them, He loves them for ever, (s). They may there fore 
hz confident, That what he hath begun 1: the Spirit, He will 


+91 lt end in the Fleſh, (1). That having begun. a good work, 


{ie will alſo perform it; For, as they have their Spiritual 
Ling from Him, as the Father of it z ſo 'tis natural to Him 
t9 derive His Vertues into them without intermiſhon, as 
for a Vine to ſend-up its Sap into its own Branches, or the 
Sun to cheriſh the Plants of its own Production. All the 
Natural Aﬀeciions that are in Creatures towards their own, 
arc but Drops of His Immenſe Fulneſs : A Mother may pothbly 


| for tet the Child of her Womb; but, the Lord cannot for- 


zt His Off-ſpring ; That none may burr them, (nor they them- 
Ielves) #e will keep them night and day, and wat:r them every 
mament, (u) They are born by Him from the Belly, and carried 


| jrom the Womb and even 10 their Cld Age He mill carry them, 


and deliver them, (x). 
2. The New Creature, as it com?s from God; lo it exiſts 


FÞ. {1;1, and lives upon £411 4 and "tis Narrral to it, to ſeek 


IS Nouriſhmers where it had its Original , Nothing can latis- 
he it, but that great Deep from whence 1t ſprang: As a 
New-born Child, that has not the uſe of Reaſon, will hunt 
for the Breaſt by Natural Inſtinet, and not be quiet without 


| it: As {yon as ever Pal was converted, bebold he prays, ( »). 


Having once received the Spirit.of Chritt, they cannot but 
incline afcer Him, (as Eliſha did Eltjah upon the caiting of 
lis Mantle on Him, (3). It 15 natural to them as for ſparks 
to fly upwards. They are ſaid to be Baptized with Fires 
Ut onely becauſe of its . Purifying nature; but in reſpe& of 
I'S Ajpiring quality z it will be mounting and not reft till it 
comes to its own Element, Obftruttions many it meets with- 
al; but ftill it prefſeth onwards, and by degrees bears-down 


ail afore it, and carries that with it in which ir dwells, to the _ 


place of its birth z as th2 Dove could not reſt tij] ſhe came to 
ue Ark, whence the ſet-out. This is lively ſet-forth by our 
daviour in Fohn 7.38, Ze that believerh in Me, out of hs Belly 
Jn2!! flow Rivers of livirg Waters: Rivers, that bear-down all 
OPpoiitionz and Rivers of living Waters 5 not Land-tlouds, 
Witch are but of ſhort continuance z or ſtanding Pools, 
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'S) Foh. 13. 1.(t) Phil, 1. 6. (u) Iſa. 27. 3. (x) Chap, 
40. 32 4+ (Y) ARS 9s 11s (Z) 1 KBs 19, 1H, 20> , 
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ſubje@ to drying-up,but Rzvers, and thoſe ſuch as have an im- 
mortal Head.We ſce how all things tend to their Center $ The 
wicked ſleep not unleſs they do evil (a), They can bear the 
want of things moſt neceſſary to their being, rather than ceaſe 
from ſin ; They are of the Serpents brood, and the luſts of their 
Father they will do (b), Fudas was a Devil, and that carried 
him head-long to his own place (c). And it being born of the 
Devil habituates Men with ſo ſtrong and reſtleſs a bent to 
Deviliſh Lufts 3 the Divine Nature muſt needs work as eth- 
caciouſly towards God and God-like attions z His Love con- 
ſtrains them (4). And if it were not ſo, the ingrafted Word 
had never born an humane Stock to Heaven ; The firſt 
fruits of the Spirit poſſeſs them with an earneſt expeitati- 
on and loygirg for the Harveſt, (e), *Tis truce, the Remain- 
ders of the Old Man will ftill be oppoſing the New z and 
many Contefts there are between them : But Grace (like 
him that is Advocate for the King) will ever have the laſt 
word, and will alſv go-out Victor ; Ye may ſee it in Feremyz 
The Word of the Lord was made a Reproach to him z He 
therefore reſolves to ſtifle it, and ml] m6 more ſpeak in His 
Name : But, how ſucceeds this Carnal Reſolution ? The I/ord 
of the Lord was in bis beart, as fire ſhut up in his bones 5 He was 
weary of forbearing, He could not koid, (f). And Fonah, when 
he thought himſelf cut-off, and in the Belly of Hell; yer (faith 
he, yet) will 1 look-again towards thy Holy Temple, (g): (as 
the Needle that is rightly touch'd, never reſts but in point- 
- Ing towards the Pole; ) and when obſtructeit in their Courſe 
they cry the more carneſtly; 0b, when jnall 1 come and ap- 
pear before God ? (h). 

Secondly, Another Argument is taken from the Graces 
themſelves, which are the Subjects of Perſeverance, viz. Faith 
and Holineſs : Which lt us contider, firſt, as They are a 
Giftz Then, in the Genuine ule and property of them. 

1. As they are a Gift 3 They are of thoſe Good and perfe# 
g1fts which come don from above, from the Father of lights, with 
whom is no Variableneſs, nor ſhadow of Turing, (2). This At- 
tribute of Gouit's Unchangableneſs, i> fitly and lignificantly ad- 
ded, to {hew, that as good and peitcct. gifts only are from 


(a) Prov. 4. IE. (b) Fob $44. (C) Aﬀs 1. 25, (d) 2 Cor. 
5. 14. (C) Kon. & 23. (t) Fer. 20. 8, 9. (£) Fonah 2, 2, 4s 
Pjal. $4- 6, 7. (b) Pſ. 42. 2» (1) Fane Is 17, 18. 


God, 


God, and from Him only ; ſo that ite never changeth ind 
His Purpoſe concerning thoſe to whom He once gives them 
they are of thoſe Gifts which are without Repentance: As alſo, 
that theſe His Gifts do partake of His own unvariableneſs ; they 
cannot die, nor turn to be any other, than what they are 
at firſt, ſave only in point of Perfe&tion : There can happen 
no after-unworthineſs in thoſe He gives them to, which He 
did not foreſee when He gave them; (which ſeems to be 
implyed ln the following words, Of His own Will begat He 
2%: ) and fo, no cauſe why He ſhould withdraw them, 
which ſhould not as well have hindred His giving them at 
firſt. As the I/0-d of God is not Tea and Nay; fo neither 
are His Gifts. They are alſo God's Workmanſhip 5 and we 
know (ſaith Solomun) That whatſoever God doth, is ſhall be for 
ever Nothing can be put 10 it, nor any thing taven from it (þ). 

2. Let Faith and Holineſs be coniidered in the Genuine ufe 
and Froperty of them. Nothing ſo indangers the Soul, as 
delf-fulncſs $ Faith (therefore) was ordained to nullifie that, 
and devulve the Soul on Another, v7. Chriſtz which the 
more it does, the ſafer it is3 and having once done it, it 
never undoes it agen. Farth alſo is an Active Grace, and 
diligent, and therefore thriving z He that hath it, ſhall have 
more of it, (1), (then ſure he ſhall not loſe that he hath: Jt 
is always travelling, and never tired; 1. Becauſe it travels 
11 the ſtrength of Omnipotence, which never faints nor 1s wea- 
7), (m): And 2. Becauſe it works by lovez which is the 
moſt kindly and efficacious Principle of ſervice and great 
Acts. Love is an endleſs Skrew z It has truly attain'd the 
Perpetual Motion, It enables to indure all things, and fajleth 
701,00). All that God doth for His People 1s from laye (p), 
and all that they do for God, grows from the ſame Root z 
they 19ve Him, becauſe 27e loved them firſt, (q). Love isthat 
which renders a work both pleaſant to the Agent and aG- 
ceptable to the Objz& of itz Faith (therefore) working by 
love, ſhall never be weary of its work, nor fail of its End; 
Jt is of Faith, that it might be by Grace, and conſequently 
fure,fr), And as for Holineſs, (which 1s a diſpoſition accor- 
ding to God, and capacitates for the Blefled Vition) a little. 
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(k) Eccl. 2. 14. (1) Zuk. 19. 26 (m) 1/a. 40. 28 
(0) 1 Cor. 13. 7, & (Pp) Fob. 3- 16. (q) 1 Foh. 4. 19. 
(7) ROMs 4 16» | 
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Not be quenchet, (s): And it would be ttrange, if a thing 
ſo precious ſhould be iiabie to purrefattion ; But it isnoty yea, 


it changeth other things. but 1s it ſelf never changed : It 1s 


of a ſpreading nature z compared therefore to Leaven put in- 
to the Soul, and hid there, till the wholz * Lump be ſealoned; 
It is of an «/{Jumilaring property ; there is an Heavenly 7m- 
fure in it, which ſanctifies all thar it rouct.eihs 7o the pure, 
all things ave pure, (1). It alſy mectens for Converle with 
God; and it draws and ingageth the >cnl to Himgz There 1: 
3s in its proper Elemertz and out of which it cannot live: 
And by this Converſe it is both increaſed, and ſublimated, 
A Natural Body once in being, can never he reduced to 
Nothing ; How then ſhould things of Divine ſubſtance ? They 
are born of incorruptivle feed, which liveth and abideth for 
ever, (n): And as the Seed is, ſuch will be the Fruit ; the 
older it grows, the firmer it is; 4e that hath clean hands, ſhall 
be ſironger and ſironger, (x). They are the #oly Seed; and 
therefore, though they cait their leaves (at times) therr ſus- 
Nance in them, ( 3), by which they are ftill renewed, Ho- 
lineſs is the Seed of Glory ; and holy perſons are in Glory, 
(as to its kind, and the certainty of their obtainment ; ) 
albeit, it has no glory at preſent, in compariſon of that 
which ſhall bez as the Sc2d of a Roſe or Lilly, compared 
with the Howers thcy will grow intog and which are vcr- 
tually in them. According with this 1s that of our Saviour 
He that belteverth {| hath] Everlaſiing Tife, (x): 1t argues the 
certainty of their Perſeverance; The Law of kis God 1s in bu 
keartz None of bis ſleps ſhall flide, (a); and therefore he laith, 
Deſtroy it not, there is a ble{jig in it, (b)., 
Thirdly, Another Proof ariſes from the iVarure, Extent, 
and Deſign of Providence or from the Intent and purpole of 
God, in that creat varicty of things which Bclievers are cx- 
erciſed with in the World, There are threc things conti- 
derable, to make out this Argument : 
I. That thete is a Divine Providence winch Governs the 
IForld; as in dividing to the Nacions their Inheritance, and 
bounling their Habications, ai firſt; ſo, by continuing them 
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($) Matth. 12. 200, (Ut) Tits Is I5- (0) | Pet, Is 230 
(x) Fob 17. g. (y) Jſa, 6. 13 (7) Fohs 3. 35s (a) Pf. 37. 31 
{H) Iſa. G, oF Ng | 


"of it in Truth, is of infinite value; the very ſmoak of it ſhall 


in poſſeſſion or Outing them, at hi: pleaſure z ahd this, 
fometimes by. very unlikely means ; and over-ruling things 
accordingly : Seir being given to E/ay, and Ar to the Chil- 
dren of Lor, and their term not yet expired; the Lord in- 
clines them to let J/rael paſs thorow, and to give them meat 
for their money z whereas the Amorites, who were deftined 
to deftrution, He bardens their ſpirits, and makes them obſti- 
rate, (c), that they deny them paſſage, and come out againtt 
them-in battle, So, when he would tranflate the Chaldean 
Monarchy to the Perſians; He enfeebles the one, but ſtirs-up 
| the others ipirits, and girds them with ſtrevgth , (4). How oft 
| doth the Scripture repeat, That the Lord reigneth 5 That He 
| puts down One, and ſets up Another, Ce): That He doth according 
| tr 1/;s Vi in the Armies of Heaven, and amongſt the Inhabitants 
of the Earth, ({): How evident is it in his humbling of Pha- 


x 704d, Nebuchadnezzar, and Others ! This Providence reacheth 
to all manner of Perſons, Times, and Things ; and Circum- 
{cribes them : It leaves not the lealr thing to a Contingen- 


cy 3 Even Ravens, Sparrows, and Lillies; yea, an the hairs 
of your head are all numbered, and under the Condutt of - 
the Providence of Godql, (8). 

2. That the deſign and courſe of God's Providence, 1s t0 4c- 
eomplith Fis Purpoſes» As Providence governs the World, ſo 
| Purpoſe is the Direfor of Providence, He 1s a Provident 

Man that orders his affairs prudently;z 7. e. ſo that no» 
thing is wanting, nor any thing ſpent in wafte. Both theſe 
are in the Providence of God eminently; for 1. It is All- 
| ſuthcient ; ſupplies all needs z gives all things pertaining to 
Means and End. 2, It does nothing fn vain, nothing ſuper- 
fluous or impertinent to His Purpole. Things moſt caſual to 
Men, are }cvell'd at a ſet and certain End; What the Lord 


WT wo 


p 
f ſpeaks with His Mouth, te fulfils with His Hand, (b); and His 
: Act ſhall not vary a tittle trom His Decree z For, Known 
uno God are all His Works from the beginning of the World. 
hence was it, that Ejau tairied fo long at hunting, that he 
: was over-fainted ? That Facoo was making Pottage juſt when 
| E/1u comes-in 3 which ſet his appetite on edge atter it ? But 
that the Purpoje of God according 20 Eletion might ſtand: the 
CC) Deut., 2. 29,: 20. (4) Fer. 15- 1s Iſa. 45+ 1--*-5 (Ce) Phe 


3. Is 57. I 75+ I. (f) Date 4 35+ (8) Matth, 6. 26. 
1) 1 A72f« 8, 24 
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* ©f it in Truth, is of infinite value; the very ſmoak of it ſhall | 
Not be quenched, (s): And it would be ftrange, if a thing 


ſo precious ſhould be liabie to purrefation ; But it is not; yea, act 
it changeth other things, but 15 it ſelf never changed : It 1s dr 
of a ſpreading nature z compared therefore to Leaven put in- cli 
to the Soul, and hid there, till the whole * Luinp be {ealoned; fol 
It is of an «/Jumilaring property ; there is an Heavenly 7m- £0 
ure in it, which ſanctifies all that it toucteths To the pure. 7-4 
all things ave pure, (t\. It alſo mectens for Converle witli th 
God, and it draws and inzagcth the Scnl to Himz There 1* NM 
3s In its proper Elemertz and our of which it cannot live: tl 
And by this Converſe it is both increaſed, and ſublimated, eld 
A Natura! Body once in being, can never he reduced to pi 
Nothing ; How then ſhould things of Divine ſubſtance ? They 1” 
are born of incorruptible feed, which liveth and abideth for of 
ever, (n): And as the Seed is, ſuch will be. the Fruit ; thc 70 
older it grows, the firmer it is; 4/e that hath clean hands, ſha tc 
be ſtronger and ſironger, (x). They are the #oly Seed; and [c 
therefore, though they. cait their leaves (at times) rhetr ſuv- Cy 
ſtance is in them, ( y), by which they are ftill renewed, Ho- of 
lineſs is the Seed of Glory; and holy perſons are in Glory, tl 
(as to its kind, and the certainty of their obtainment ; } 
albeit, it has no glory at preſent, in compariſon of that c9 
which ſhall bez as the Seed of a Roſe or Lilly, compared P 
with the Flowers thcy will grow into; and which are vcr- N 
tually in them. According With this is that of our Saviour tl 
He that believeth {[ hath] Everlaſting Tife, (7); 1t argues the al 
certainty of their Perſeverance z The Law of kis God is in by NY 1 
keart 5 None of his ſleps ſhall ſlide, (a4); and therefore he ſaith, N. 
Deſiroy it not, there 3s a bic{}ivg in it, (6). fl 
Thirdly, Another Prout ariſes from the iVature, Extent, N 
and Deſign of Providence; or from the Intent and purpole of #þ 
God, in that Frcat varicty of things which Bclievers are cx- A 
erciſed with in the World. There arc three things conli- 1+ 
derable, to make out this Argument : \\ 
I. That there is a Divine Providence which Governs the WW 
IForld; as in dividing to the Nacions their Inheritance, and E 
bounting their Habications, at firſt ; ſo, by continuing them :/ 
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(5) Matth. I2.s 20, (Qt) Tits I. I5. (u) l Pet, 1; 23 
(x) Fob 17. 9. (y) Jſas 6 13» (7) Fohe 3. 3% (a) Pe 37. 31: g 
{5) Iſa. G6, 92 8, | 
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in poſſeſhon or Outing them, at hi: pleaſure z ahd this, 
fometimes by. very unlikely means ;z and over-ruling things 
accordingly ; Seir being given to E/au, and Ar to the Chil- 
D dren of Lor, and their term not yet expired; the Lord in- 
clines them to let J/ſrael paſs thorow, and to give them meat 
: for their money; whereas the Amorites, who were deftined 
. to deſtruction, He bardens their ſpirits, and makes them obſti- 
: rate, (c), that they deny them paſſage, and come out again{t 
1 them in battle, So, when he would tranſlate the Chaldean 
l Monarchy to the Perſians; He enfeebles the one, but ſtirs-up 
: the others {pirits, and girds them with ſtrength , (4), How oft 
: doth the Scripture repeat, That the Lord reigneth ; That He 
) puts down One, aid ſets up Another, (e): That He doth according 
j r 41s Will in the Armies of Heaven, and amongſt the Inhabitants 
: of the Earth, (f); How evident is it in his humbling of Pha- 
C 704d, Nebuchainezzar, and others ! This Providence reacheth 
l to all manner of Perſons, Times, and Things ; and Circum- 
4 ſcribes them :; It leaves not the leait thing to a Contingen- 
j- cy 3 Even Ravens, Sparrows, and Lillies; yea, an the hairs 
y of your head are all numbered, and under the Conduct of 
a the Providence of Goql, (&). 
) 2. That the deſign and courſe of God's Providence, us t0 ac- 
t eompliſh His Purpoſes As Providence governs the World, fo 
( Purpoſe 18 the Direfor of Providence. He 1s a Provident 
C Man that orders his affairs prudentlyz Z. e. ſo that no» 
[ thing is wanting, nor any thing ſpent in waſte. Both thele 
[6 are in the Providence of God eminently; for 1. It is All- 
7 ſuthcient 3 ſupplies all needs z gives all things pertaining to 
}, Means and Enq4. 2. It does nothing fn vain, nothing ſuper- 
fluous or impertinent to His Purpole. Things moſt caſual to 
t, Men, are }cvell'd at a fet and certain End: What the Lord 
if ſpeaks with His Mouth, He fulfils with His Hand, (b)z and His 
(- Act ſha!l not vary a tittle from His Decree 3 For, Known 
i- ur God are all His Works from the beginning of the World. 
hence was it, . that Eſau tairied ſo long at hunting, that he 
'e was over-fainted ? That Facoo was making Pottage juſt when 
d Ejzu cormes-in 4 which ſet his appetite on edge atter it ? But 
N that the Purpoje of God according 10 Eletion might ſtand: the 
Y (C) Deut., 2. 29, 29. (4) Fere. 15+ Ile I. 45. I----5. (C) Phe 


3s Is > 7 I. F 5" I. (f) Dan, 4+ 25s (&) Matth, of 26. 
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the ſail of his Birth-right. And thus the Providence of God 
makes even the prophaneneſs of Men, ſubferve to His End. 
The Lord had determined to caſt Fudah and Feruſalem out of 
His fight, for their obſtinacy: and to this end (that is, to 
make-way for it) It came-to-paſs, that Zedekiah rebelled againſt 
he Kirg of Babylon, (i): It was to fulfil the Word of th: 
Lord before declared, (k), (though that was far from the Re- 
bellers intent.) So He gave Cyr1s all the Kingdoms of the 
Earth, that he might build his Temple at Feryja/em, and it 
was to fulfil His Purpoſe before alſo recorded, as 13 evi- 
dent, (1), In like manner, ZZerod, Pilate, and the Fems, 
they all conſpire the Death of Chriit, and each party on a 
ſeveral account; not thinking in the leaſt, to fulfil the de, 
terminate counſel of God ; yet, That was it which Provi- 
dence intended, as is plain by Aits 2. 23. As alſo the Soul- 
ders, in parting His Garments, and picrcing His Side ; It 
was their barbarouſs rudenel3 which put them upon it 5 But 
Providence deiign'd to make-zood a Prophecy, Theſe things 
[ therefore? the Souldiers did, (m), All that God doth in the 
World, is the Tranſcript, or Impreſſhon, of His Ancient 
Decrees. 

3- That the Providence of God meve: fails of its End: Tf He 
will work, who ſhall lett it ? For Our God us in Heaven, and 
doth whatſoever He will, (n), And what will He work? 7h? 
#hirgs that are comirg, avd ſhall come, (0): Ze kath both devi- 
ſed. and done it, (p). His Purpoſe 1s, to preferve His Peo- 
ple; and thereforc, No eap9'r that's formed againit them ſhall 
proſper : Whoſoever gathers together againſt them, (hall fall jor 
their ſake,(q):; For, As He bath purpoſed, fo it ſhall ſtand, (r)» 
The Scriptures abound with inſtances of this kind : As on 
the contrary, When the Lord will execute Judgment, thc 
thing ſhall be done, be the Means never ſo weak and impro- 
bable;z Though the Army of the Chaldeans were all woun.ted men, 
wer (ball they burn. Jerulalem with fire, (s) 5 Shamgar ſhall kill 
fix hundred Men with an Ox-oad, (7), and Sampſon a thou- 

fand with the Jaw-bone of an Als, (u), Thele things con- 
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(i) 2 Kivgs 24. 29. (k) 5 Chron. 36. 21. (1) Ver. 22. 23« 
(m) Fob: 19. 24. (n) Pſal. 115-3. (0) 1/2. 44+ 7. P) Fer- 
1, 12. (Q)Iſz. 54+ 15. 17. (I) chap. 14. 24. (S) Fore 37s 1C- 
(t) Fudp, 3. 31. (u) Ch. 15+, 15, | - 
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 Fider" muſt ſerve the Younger ; which now came-to-paſs by 


fadcred, and laid together, ( thongh moſtly referring to 
temporal things ) do ftrongly inforce the Argument for 
thinzzs of Spiritual Concernment :; Inaſmuch as things of 
+rernal moment, are werthy of more peculiar regard and 
ſecurity. 

Now, All a Believer's exerciſes, which may ſeem to en- 
danger him, are either from the guilt of fins committed 5 
From the power of in-dwelling corruption z From Satan's 
temptations 3 or Perſecution from the World : None of 
which come-on them accidentally, but as things fore-appointed 
of God. and for a goed intent. It is for the Ele@s ſake that 
all things elſe have their being, (x); And are all cauſed to work- 
rgether for their good, (y). As( namely ) to humble them for 
Sin z To wean them from the Werld;z Toindear FESVS 
CHRIST tothem; To thew them the uietulineſs of Ordi- 
nances ; To exerciſe and try their Graces 3 To purge-out 
their droſs ; To inable them to ſucconr others 3 To demon» 
ſtrate the Wiſdom, Power, and Faithfulneſs of God towards 
them 3 To meeten them for Glory z And to make them 
croan and long to be clothed-upon, with their houſe from 
Heaven : As might pilentifully be made-out by the Scrip- - 
tures, and the vilible effe&ts thereof upon thoſe who have 
been exerciſed thereby. To inſtance a few particulars : Da- 
vil, after that great miſcarriage in the matter of Uriab 
with his broken bones upon it, walked the more humbly and 
warily all his days : He was alſv the more intent on that 
great Duty of Teaching ſinners the way of God, (73). Peter 
he alſo got ground by denying his Maſter ; thereby he came 
to ſee his own weakneſs 3 the need he had of Chriſt's ſup- 
port, and continual prayer for himz and we hear no more 
of his Carnal Confidence, after that : but, what a Clamour 
and Out-cry does he make againft our Adverſary the De- 
V1, (4)! to warn others, by his own example, what dan- 
zer they are in by a Carnal Confidence. And doubtleſs, what 
the Tempter got by Peter's Fall, he loſt the double of it by 
the after-waichiulnels of others z For, that's the defigned end, 
to ſtrergtben, ſtabliſh, and Settle them, (b). Paul had a Mel- 
{-nger of Satan let looſe upon him, to buffet him; the end 
of which was to humble him, and to ſhew him the ſutfficien- 
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(X) 2 Cor. 4. 159, (F) Roms 8. 28, (z) Pſalm Clio 13s 
(a) 1 Pet. 5.3. (b) Ver. 10, Luke 22. 31+ | 
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ror the Grace of Chrift. *Tis likely atfo, that he got as 


mucn by that thorn in bis fleſh, as by his Kapture and Revela- 
8:07; "To be furc, they aid well together, and P9212 *« him 
the ner for his work. The like cifect upon Foo, (c). Ma- 
7y Magdalen, the remembrance of the ſeven Devils which 
once polleſs* « her, and of that love which calt them out z 
how did he 11cighren her love ts Cirite, and keep her heart 
12a meltinZ frame She loved 7: Ot, bs TE: mitt) WAS forgiven 
ber, (4). T] ne People's torty yoars travel tnroug' that great 
and teriible Wilt: Crnet >; 2MURg Fiery Y Scopes and Ro Pl- 


Fl 


Ons, 5 Was to pro age, ant to do the 1 good | It ths latter 
good, ©: : This Waz "WU 102 JYMIE IV _ 4, p tale ay their 


fn,(8), and to make tori pe 'TLAkers KW] #18 Z7071e{s, (b). "Theſe 
things indeed at preicnt } are Phyncoc, which Nature de- 
fires not : Yet are they as ne aut in ta ir ſcaion as our food; 
and in very Faithf. nel we muir hace them $ which aiſo ap- 
pears by the icope of ©! We New Covenant, a3 will appar af- 
cerwardz. Now, thef: things con!ider Gs ant laid tugetaer y 


1 think, it 1 < ay pe Gott Inter: £3: That all ] te is th1;: 'ES Ww r k ſe 


God with Man, not to deftroy him, but to brirg-b ack kis So] * 


from the Pit, (7), they are all mace to turn to their Salvati- 
on 3 they have always 72; "ipped over Wem, and becn more than 

Conquerours gy Hit twat loved them, (b), and ever ſhall, 
And if this be the fruit or all th at goth, or can, befal a Be- 
hever, whiles in this world s (and there: 5 no more of evil 
or danger when this is done) then welcome let them be (by 
the Grace of Go:l ) as another Demonſtration of their 1 + 
FINCIBLE PERSEVERANCE. Thoſo ts wiſe, and 
wil} ooſerve theſe things, even they ſhall underſtand the loving-kind- 
wes of the Lor REEL 

A fourth Argument for the Saints Perſcverance, is built 
on their V17207 ith Chriſt , which is of that Intimatencf, 
that the Scripture ſets it forth! by terms of neareſt Relation 3 
as Foundation and Building, Vine an1 Branches, Father and 
Children, Husband and Spoutlc, Heat! and Members 3 yea, 
they are both called ( interchange2vly ) by the ſue name 
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(c) Fob. 23. 10. <p FO 10. 4. and chap. 42. 6.(d) Luk. 
3. 87. (ce): Dent. 8. I5, 15. (1) bi Ir. .24 5s (a) i]. 27+ 9. 
(h) Heb. 12, wm Fob. - « 29, 30k) Roms % 37s (LD 2 
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He is called Facob, and they are called Chriſt, (m), And” 
( which is more, if more can he ) He communicates to them 
that title which one would think Jncommunicable, viz. The 
Tord our Righteouſneſs, (n). And this-Union is ſuch as can 
never be difſolived : There's the like Oneneſs between Chrift 
and them, as between the Father and Chrift ; as is plain by 
that paſſage of His Prayer in the 17. Fobn, ver.21. That they 
all may be Vne, ( How One ? ) as thou Father art in Me, and I 
#;: Thee, that they may bz One in Us, They are fo near to Him, 
that they are laid to be of kis F leſh, and of his Bones, (0). AS 
alle, that they are one Spirit, (p), He and They are aftua- | 
ted by the ſame Spirit, as the Head, and Members of the- | 
ſame Budy are by one Soul. And this 1s the reaſon why | 
Beiievers cannot watik after the fleth, The Spirit of Life which 
7s in Chriſt Feſus ( as their Root ) rules 72 tem, (q) s They are 
preſerved in Chriſt, (7), as Noah was inthe Ark; or as Bran- 
ches in their own Stock: For, this difference is ftill to be | 
noted ; That Believers have nct this life in themſelves, as | 
Chrift hathz but they have it in Him, which is better for | 
them than if in their ovn keeping : For, being in Him as } 
in a Root, it is matural to Him to communicate to them z | 
and as natural to them ( by vertue of the Divine Nature | 
communicated to them) to Jerive from Him : and conſes | 
quently, Pecaufe, and whiles, Ze lives, they ſpall Itve alſo, (Ss): 
He that hath the Sor, bath Tife, (1); and they have itin a 
way of Apt ; as be that is poſſeſt cf the Soil, has Right to | 
all that g1ows upon it, All that is Chriſt's is theirs; there's || 
a happy Commutation of Interefts 3 their Debts, with the ||| 
conſequences thereof, are devolvid upon Him ; and all that ji 
was his, imputed and communicated to them. And His }!þ 
care of them i3 ſuch, that He will be able to fay at the || 
Jatter day, Of Al! that thou haſt given me, I have loſt 10+ 
thirg, (u); Be will not leave an Hoof behind: The Srgnet 
on his right hand ( Men of ſhining out-fides ) may poſſibly be. 
pluck'd thence, (x ; but the leaſt joyrt of Hts firger ſhall not : 
nv Man that is Compos mentis, will ſuffer the meaneft part of 
himſclf to gangrene and periſh, it it be in his power to help+} 
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(m) Tf. 34. 6-1with 1 C04. 12. 12. (8) Fer. 23. 6. with} 
33+ 16. (0) Eph. 5. 30. (p) 1 Cor. 6. 17. (q) Kom. S. 2+] 
(r) Fude ver, 1. (S) Joh, 14, 19s (t) 1 F6b. 5. 12. (4) Fob-hij 
3% 12: (x) Fes 22 246. | 
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7 How then ſhould our Lord Chrift ? Who, beſides the | 


Natural Aﬀection He hath to thoſe of His own Body, (9), 
hath alſo received a Commandment from the Father, to 
keep them ſafe, (z), and is perfealy qualified, in all reſpetts; 
to make it: good. On this account, as well as others, they 
are compleat in Him, (a): Believers are ſo One with Chriſt, 
that whatſoever He did, they are ſaid to do it with Him 3 
Circumciſed with Him, (b); Crucified with Him, (c); Buried 
with Him, (4); Roſe with Him, (e) 3 Aſcended with Him, (f ); 
And they ſit ia Heaven with Him (pg): It 13 no more polſible 
for Believers to miſcarry finally, than for Chriſt Himſelf to 
be held under the Power of the Grave ; there 13 own Law for 
them both it's a faithful ſaying, 1f we be d-24 with Him, we 
(hail alfo live with Hin, (b\; If we ſuffer with F/im, we ſhall 
be glorified together, (7) ; As Chriſt once raiſed dres 3:0 more, (k); 
ſo none of -h1oſe raiſed with Him, ſhall return any more to 
corruption : For, He gave Himſelt for His Church ; not on- 
ly to ſantifhe and cleanſe it once, but ove for 211; and to pre- 
ſent it without ſpot or wrinkle at the laſt day, (1) By that one 
Offering, He perſetted ſor ever them that a-e ſanttified, (nm). Theſe 
are thoſe ſure Mercies of David, recorded in the 55th of 
Jaiah, and explaine1 in that 13th of the Acts. 

It is not for nothing, that our Blefled Lord and Saviour 
ſc often repcats that good word and Promile concerning 
Believers z( which ſurely He did as being greatly pleas'd with 
the thoughts of itz ) J will raiſe Him up at the laſt day s 
and, 7 mill raiſe him up at the laſt day,---(n) :q- d. I will be 
with Him unto the end of the World, and lee him late in 
Heaven: And this may be ſaid ofit, Cas by Foſeph to Pha- 
raob ) The thing is doubled, vecauſe it is eſtabliſhed of God, and 
He will bring it to paſs, (0. 

Fifthly, For Believers Invincihle Perſeverance, all the 
Attributes of God do ftand ingaged : Vertue Invincible has 
undertaken it; therefore needs maſt it ſucceed. 

i. POW E R; In Fer. 32. 27. God's Sovereign Power 
over all fleſh is laia down as the ground of their Faith, 


pI 


(y) Eph. 5. 25- (2) Foh. 6. 45. (a) Col. 2. 1c. (b) Ver, 11, 
(c) Rom. 6. 6. (d) Fer. 4.(e) Ver. 5.(t) Eph. 1. 8. (g) Ch. 


2. 6.(h) 2 Tim. 2. 11.(i) Rom. $. 17. (k). Ch. 6.9. (1) Eph. 


5. 25,26, 27. (m) Heb, 15. 14, (n) Jobs 6. 39, 4%, 44, 54» 
(0) Gen. 41. 32. | 
touching 
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touching their Return from Captiyity, and His gtving them 
2 new heart 3 and for His ſo keeping them, that they ſhould 
nor depart from Him any more, as they had done, (p). So, when 
He would Strengthen His fainting People, He files Himſelf, 
The Everlaſiing God, The Lord, The Creator of the Ends of the 
Earth, who fainteth not, nemther 1s weary, (q). And which is 
yet more, His Right Hand, and the Arm of His Strength, 
are enzaged by Oath. (7), In the 2 7m. 1. 12, The Apoftle 
argues the Certaiiity of his Salvation from the Power of God 5 
{ which he could not have done with any good reaſon or 
comfort, had not that Power been ingaged foritz) [am 
not aſhamed---For 7 know | If bom ] Ihave believed ; and that He 
is [ able } ro keep Thas I have commned i #im, againſt that day. 
And he gives the like councel to others, where he points 
at the [ Power ] of God, 10 make all Grace abound in them (s), 
"The Calling allo of the Fer's, and grathng them into Chriſt, 
3s laid on the ſame Reck 3 For, God 1s | able ] ro graft themin 
agen, (t). In Epheſ. 6. He tetls them what kind of Enemies they 
were to wreſtle withzviz, Prizcipalittes,and Powers,and Spiritual 
IVickedneſs in #igh places, (u) 3 ( A fort of Adverſaries too po- 

tent for ſpirits hous'd in Clay : ) But, to harneſs them fitly for 

the Battle, he ſhews them a Power that's hgher than Thoſe 5 
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and ( indeed ) mach more abuve them, than they above us : 


And with 7his he would have them to inveſt themſelves g 
Be ſirong in the Lord, and in the | Power of His Might ; ](x) 3 
'This is an Armour compleat ; aptly term'd, The [_ whole J 
Armour of God,(y); and in this ſtrong Tower Believers are 
ſafe. So likewiſe in Eph. 1. To confirm them, touching the 


Hope of his Calling, he brings-in the Mighty Power of God 


cven that exceeding Greatneſs of His Power, by which Fe raiſed 
Feſus Chriſt from the dead and ſet Him at His own Right Hand, 
far above all Principalittes and Power, and puaring all things un- 
der His feet, (+): 


Wherein he ſets-forth Chri 


as a Pattern 


of what God will do tor Bulievers 3 they ſhall be raiſed, 
and ſet above all, as He was : And though they fome times 
fall. C for there is zo Man which ſinneth nor,) (4a), let it make 


them more weary, but not diſcourage them 3 For, They ſhall 
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(p) Fer. 32. 36«- tO: 41-(4): Iſus 40. 23: (r}: Cb: 62:8: 
(5) 2 Cor. 9. 5» (Lt) Rom. 11. 23. Col. 1411, (1) Eph. 6. 12. 
(8) Ver, 10.(y) Ver. Iles (2) Ch, 1. 19.--- 22, (a) 2 Chron. 
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or be{ ntterly T caſt dowr, (6); and this, becauſe The Zord up- 
boldeth them with | His Hand. ] The Archers may ſhoot at them, 
and ſorely grieve them; yet ſhall their Bow abide in ſtrergth, 
and the Arms of their hands be made ſtrong by the Hands of the 
Mighty God of Facos, (c). And well it 1s for us, that the 
Divine Power hath undertaken this digrcult work 3 and that 
tne Scriptures do 1o clearly avouch it ; For, nothing lels 
could be a Buttreſs futkcient to ftay our Faith upon, tauck- 
ing our holding-out to the Endz But, becauſe 2Ze 1s ſtro:g 
in Power, vat one faileth, (4). 

2. WISD.0 M: This is an ability to fit and direft Means 
to their p-oper End. In matters of leſs concern, we find tic 
Lord ſo laying His Work, that it cannot miſcarry : It there- 
fore 3t be His good pleaſure to ordain Men to Salvation ; His 
Wiſdom requires, that it be in ſuch a way as is ſ:e 9 ſucc2ed 5 
and that all ſorts of Impedimenrs be either prevented, or ſo 
over-ruled, as not to zzrerrupt, but become ſubſerutent to His 
great End. Having counted his coft and paid it off, and 
alſo begun to build, it behoves His I/:/dom to ſee that His 
work be done, and brought to perfeCtion, (e) ; and accor- 
dingly to provide ſuitable Inftruments 3 ſuch as He knows 
Wil do, and yet not Over-do, the thing intended 3 Much like to 
the Husbandmand's ſorting his Seed to the Nature of the Soil, 
and Threſhing lJuſtruments to the capacity of his Grainz he 
will not uſe a I/þeel, where the Rod will ſerve 5 nor a Kod 
where the Wheel is needful: And this he hath from his God, 
who inſtrutteth him to deſcretion, (f): So, the Lord ſtayerb js 
Rough Wind in the day of the Eaji-wind, (g), Hedoth not on- 
ly deiign the End ot a Man's Jonrney but every ſtep in it is 
of His orderivg, (þ) 3 The 1ord preferveth Hts goirg-out, and Zin 
comirg-in, (i). In {ſa. 26. 7, The Lord is faid, 7o weigh the 
path of the juſt : which is not meant, only of His obſerving 
their works, and diſpenſing to them accordingly z but, as 

prepondering what they are to do, and what 1s requrifte for 
their doing of it : and appoctioning their ſtrength and afh- 
france an{werably : As at making the World, 77e merghed the 
Moumains in Scales, and the Hills in a Ballarce, (þ), that its 
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(b) Pſal. 37. 24. (Cc) Ger, 45. 23, 24:(d) 1/a. 40. 26s 
(e) Luke 14. 29, 30 (f) Iſa. 25. 25---25, (8) Ch. 27. 8 
(hb) Pf. 37. 23. Fob 31s 4+ (1) Pfale x21. 8: (k) 1Ja. 41, 12s 
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parts might be of equal weight : Or, as one that's to runin 
a Race, and mutt carry Weights about him z it will be his 
Wiſlom to have them evenly poiz'd : So, the Lord ſets one 
thing azainft another in our Soul's Concernments. Paut 
therefore brings-in this 1/iſdora of God, as well as His Power, 
to help their Faith touching their eftabliihment, (1): And 
the Apoſtle Fude, in the cloſe of his Epittle, gives glory to 
God, as the Oniy [ Iijſe ] Goa, upon the account of H1s keeping 
thei from fallivgy and prejeming them jaultlejs before the preſence of 
His. Glory. (ms: - 

3. #0 NO UR: The concernment of God's Honour, is 
alſo an i:nportant Argument for proof of this Doctrine ; The 
Lordz manner of dealing with His Peovle of old, and the 
Rcalon viit, is an Initance above contradiction. The Pro- 
mile of giving them Carza7, was not more abſolute than the 
Promite of Salvation to Bclievers z nor was is leſs clog'd with 
Conditions, Threatnings and Cautions, ( which were after« 
wards aaded ; ) But, the Promiſe being once made abſolute, 
To thy Seed will 1 give this Land, (n) 3 the Lord held himſelf 
obliged in Honour to make it good, How oft did He ſeem 
to be pouring out His Wrath fo deſtroy them ? Firft in 
Egypt ;, then in the Wildernels, &c. (0), And what kept it 
oft, but the Intereſt of His Zonour ? This put Him upon find-t 
ing-out ways to deliver thcm 5 7 wrought ( ſays He ) for my 
Names ſtke, (p): The Lo:d did( as it were (labour to ſup- 
preſs His Righteous Fury, incenſed by their intolerable pro- 
Vecations; His Name and Honour were concern, and that 
held Fis hands; He' had once made an avo/ute Promiſe, 
which therefore mujt be made-good,though they made them- 
{clves never {o unworthy of it. We likewiſe find in the 
4.3. of Haiah; That thzy had dcalt very treacherouſly, than 
which nothing is more provoking : Bur, ( ſays the Lord ) for 
my Names ſake will 1 defer mine anger. And agen, Fov mine 
own ſake, even for [ mine Own ſake ) will 1d9it; For, bory ſhoul4 
my iName be polluted, (q). The Lord will over-look ai thou- 
{and tranſgreftions, rather than expoſe His Name and Ho- 
nour £0 reproach, as once it was by a temporary ſuſpenſion z 
To recover which, and thai His Name might be ſanxtified, 
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(1) Rom. 16. 75, 27, (M) Fule V. 24, 25+ (N) Gen. 12, 7e 
Ch. 15.18. (0) Etek; : 203, 13, 21, 223 42» (P) Fer: I 4s 
(q) 1/4, 43+ 9, 11+ . 
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He will bring them home agen; yea, though it be in tlie 
eyes of Men, a thing 1mpoſſible ; and they themſelves do think 
ſo likewiſe ; for, Our hope is loſt, and we are cut off, ( ſay 
they) (r): And agen, My hope is periſhed from the Lord, (s). 
Whether at home, or abroad, they ftill cauſed His Name 
to be prophaned : And for this His Holy Name, He had pi- 
ty onthem, (rt). For, if He ſhould have caft them off for 
ever; it would have been ſaid, That Hedid not foreſee 
how unworthy a people they would be: Or, He was not able 
to keep them in their own Land, nor to bring them back 
agen ; Or elſe, that He was changeable in His Purpoſes, and 
not true to His word, tr. Some reflection or other they 
would caſt upon Him, which He would not bear. All which, 
and much more of like kind, is applicable to Believers with 
reſpett to their Perſeverance. 

4. FUSTICE, or Righteouſneſs; There can lardly be 
found a firmer ſupport, or more ſull Conlulation to Belie- 
vers, than That the Fuſtice of God is engaged to ſave them 5 
' For, The righteous Lord loverth Righteouſneſs (t), and cammor deny 
Himſelf. He would not juſtifie any, No,not His very Elect,but in 
a way conliſtent with his Juſtice: For which cauſe, He ſct-forth 
His Son a Propitiation for ſ{in.Surely then, having received the 
Attonement, He will not expoſe His Juſtice to cenſure, by 
leaving them, in any wiſe, obnoxious to condemnation. 
Salvation Now is their due; His Grace hath made it ſo, by 
both giving and accepting ſuch a price for it as engageth 
Righteouſneſs it {elf to ſave themz For, Who ſhall condemn 
fence tis Chriſt that dy*4 ? (nu). It is as Righteous a thing with 
God to give Reſt to his People, as tribulation to thole that 
trouble them, (x). Paul, therefore builds his expettation 
of the Crown, upon this Attribute as well as any other ; 
Henceforth is laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, walch the 
Lordibe [| Righteous ] Fudge ſhall give me at that day, (3): The 
Righteouſneſs of God {ecures tov them, their botdirg-vur, 10 fi- 
niſh their Courſe, and to keep the Faith, as well as the Reward 
when their work is done. God ts n10t unrighreous to forget His 
[ Peoples } labour of love, (3) much iels [| Chriſt's, ] This gave 
the Apoſtle to be perſwaded b-rter things of thoje he wriges to, 
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(r) Exek. 27. 11. (s) Lam. 3. 1% (t) Exek. 36. 20, 21, 
(t) Pſal. 11. 7. (u) Rome 8. 33, (x) 2 Ih:/s. te 647-(y) 2 Tim + 
4+ 8, (7) Heb. 6, 10, 
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than to be ſubje# to falling away, (a). The Blood of the Ever, 
laſting Covenant, is ingaged ro make them perfett 1n every good 
no: to do His mill, (b), Yea, They ſhall bring-forth fruit in 
their 01d age, (c)3 and this, To declare that the Lord is Upright, 
and zo [ Unrighteouſneſs} in Him, (4d). | | 
s. The FAITHFULNESS, or Truth, of God, is alſo 
concern'd in the fina} Perſeverance of Believers: For, ha- 
ving drawn them from all, created bottoms, to a total rely- 
ance on Himlelfz He cannot but give them That they have 
truſted Him for : The Lord will not be to His people as that 
broken ſtaff Egypt was to the Jews, to fail them at their 
greateſt need z which is, when they are loſt, driven away, bro- 
ker, and ſick, and (perhaps) have no mind to return z as 
Ephraim, who went on froward!y, (2); Then is the fit time for 
the Faithfulneſs of God to diſcover it ſelf, by ſeeking them 
out, bringing them back, binding them up, healing and 
coinforting them, (f) To heal their backſlidings, as it ſhews 
the Freenels of. God's love, ſo His faithfulneſs. The Lord will 
not behold iniquity in Facob, (g), i. e. He will not take notice 0 
itz ſo as to recede from His Word : For, He could not but 
ſee their perverſeneſs and murmuring ; for which He punit- 
ſhed them ſevereiyz and ſometimes made as if He would 
ditinherite them: but ftill He remembered His Covenant, and 
cat reſtrain'd it ; The Lord had bleſſed, and therefore Merz 
could not reverſe itz neither themſelves, by their inſuffe- 
rable contumacy, nor Balaam with his inchantments, (b): 
The Lord loveth Fudgment, ( 7, e. Truth and Faithfulneſs; ) 
and therefore He forſaketh not His Saints, they are preſerves for 
ever, (7). The Saints are in league with God, They have made 
a Covenant with him by Sacrifice, (k); and 'tis a league of his 
own propounding, by which He hath obliged Himſelf to 
protect them. And, tho' Men may break their Compatts, 
the Holy One of Iſrael will not;z Ze 4 not Man that He ſhould 
lie, nor the Son of Man that he ſhould Repent, (1) 3 David has 
ving made God His Fortreſs, concludes from thence, that 
the Name of God was engaged 10 lead, and 1 guide him, (m)- 
Thoſe Corinthians were as lyable to temptations, as other 
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Corruption, (as appears by both the Epiſtles) and a ſubti] 
Adverſary to obſerve and draw it out: Beſides, They were 
highly gifted, and fo the more ready to think themſelve: 
above the rank of ordinary Chriftians;z than which, nothing 
could more expoſe them to danger : But, notwithftanding 
all theſe diſadvantages, they ſhall be kept 3 the Farthfulneſs 
of God, that ſecures them, and ſhall confirm them unto the 
end, (n); For, God 4s Faivhful (ſays he) by whom ye were 
Calkd; It is as if he had ſaid, God would never have Cal- 
ted you into the Fellowſhip of his Son, if he had not reſol- 
ved to keep you there. So agen, he tells them, God mil 
ot ſuffer them to be tempred above that they are able, (0); and 
he brings it in as an Inference from the Fairhfulneſs of God. 
He likewiſe lays the ftreſs of his confidence: for the Theſſalo- 
mans being preſerved blameleſs unto the coming of Chriſt, upon the 
ſame Attribute; Faithful is he that Calleth you, who alſo will 
do it, (p). And when he would move the Heorews to pur- 
Poſe, to hold-faft the profeſſion of their Faith without wa- 
vering he uſes the ſame Engine fti!l, [ Faithful] is be zhat 
promiſed, (q). Peter, he alſo diredts the Saints to Comm!t 
their Souls unto God ;, in well doing, as unto a| Faithful] Crea- 
zor, (7). Now, the Scripture alwayes propounds to Us, 
fuch Attributes and Motives, as are proper to the matter in 
hand 3 and therefore, in ſtyling God, here a Faithful Crea- 
zor 3 it's as much as to ſay, He that bath wrought you for thu 
ſelf ſame thing 1s God, (s)z who is Faithful to his purpoſe, or 
_ firft Intent of His Work; and will therefore perfett it, not- 
withſtanding the fiery tryal you are to paſs-under, (t): 
You may therefore build upon it, and commit your ſelves 
to Him accordingly ; For, #7 Faithfulneſs ſhall not fail, (u); 
and conſequently not yours. 

6. ME RCT: This Attribute alſo, freely contributes to 
the Saints Preſcrverance. Mercy reſpects Men in diſtreſs, to 
fupport and bring them out, no: having of their own to 
help themſelves: This, none are ſo ſeniible of as Belie- 
vers3 Them therefore will Mercy eſpecially provide-for : 
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Froſ, 14. 2, In thee the Faiberleſs findeth Mercy. Pal. 59. 14s 
The God of my Mercy ſhall preſerve me, Mercy is the Name of 
God and His Glory, (x). Mercy is His Way ; All the paths of 
the Lord are Mercy ( y): And it is His pleaſant Path, called there- 
fore #1s Delight, (+); It pleaſeth Him above any thing 3 yea, 
He takes pleaſure in them thas Hope in H1s Mercy, (a). We may 
fay (ina good ſenſe) His Throne, (i. e. His Glory in the World) 
#s upholden by Mercy, (b). It is Mercy that makes Men to fear 
Him, (c). The 136 Pſalm throughout, is an Encomtum of- 
Mercy, as That which doth all for usz and this, becauſe it 
endures for ever. In the 138 1ſalm-the Prophet grounds his 
confidence touching his Perſeverance. upon this Attribute 
expreſlyz viz, That God would Perfet that which concerned 
hin, becauſe His ([ Mercy] (which began the work) endureth 
for ever. The great Convenant is founded in Mercy, and 1$ 
therefore ſtiled, [he ſure Merctes of David, Ta. 55. 3. I ſhall 
not add touching this Attribute z For, if all the Reft be on 
our fide, (as you ſee They are) the Mercy of God muſt needs 
be 7or us; for, 'tis That (indeed) which hath enlifted and 
brought-in all the Reſt. ? 
VI. The Saints Perſeverance may alſo be argued from the 
Ends of their being with the Author of thole Ends: This 
the Scripture puts weight upon. Their Ends are to glorifie 
God, and to be glorified with Him : But, neither of theſe 
can be attain'd without pong Not the firſts For, no- 
thing ſo diſhonours God, as Apoſtacy: Not the latter, be- 
caule ſuch only as endure to the End ſhall be ſaved. They 
muſt (therefore) Perſever, or thoſe Ends will be fruftrate z 
which will not ftand with the Authors intereſt or authori- 
ty. That theſe were the ends of their being, is the evident g 
J(2. 43. 21, Theſe people have 1 formed for my ſelf ; and v. 7. I 
creared him for my Glory. The Apoſtle alſo is very expreſs 
forit, in 2 Cor, <5. where, ſpeaking of that Divine building 
in the Heavens, prepared for Believers; he tells us, They were 
; wrought for thas ſelfſame thing: The manner of exprefſion is 
; worthy of remark ; It is not barely ſaid, this End, or this 
thing, we were made for z (in cffe&t) this very thing and 
rothirg elſe, (to be ſure, nothing leſs) was the ſcope and end of 
our Creation, both old and new, even of all God's works 
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(x) Exod. 34. 7. (y) Pf. 25. 10- (2) Micah 7, 18. (a) Pþ 
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manſhip upon us. And as evident it is, that God Himſelf is 
the Author of thoſe Ends, and that therefore they cannot mil- 
carry. Upon this ground the Lord would have His People 
to found an UVndauntable confidence z (as may well be gather'd 
from His ſo frequent indigitating of it: ) In 1/a. 43, He thus 
fortifies them againſt the ſoreſt of evils; Fear nor, for [ 7] 
bave Redeemed thee ; [1] have called thee; and v, 7, [ 1] have 
created bims, ({ 1} have formed him yea [7] have made him| 1, 
even I the Lord) ver 11. and Chap. 41. 10, Fear thou not, for 
C1] an with thee, [ 1] will ſtrengthen thee, | I] wil! belpthee, 
yea [ 1} will uphold thee : The emphaſis lies in the perſon adrve, 
C1] z. e. I the LO RD, (a note of infinite fignificancy and 
ſecurity to Believers! ) The Apoſtle alſo in that 2 Cor. 5. 
that Believers might know themſelves invincibly ſecur'd, he 
Points us to G OD, as the great Author of thote important 
Ends, and Almighty Undertaker for their accompliſhment ; 
He that wrought us for the felf ſame thing, s GO D. It is as 
if he had ſaid, It is impoſkbly we ſhould loſe the thing we 
were wrought-for, becauſe it is GOD that wrought vs for 
it. It is not the deſignment of an 1dol z that is, Of ſome 
Tonorant, Raſh, Fallible, or Mutable Agents ſuch a One as 
may poſſibly be ſurpriz'd by unlook'd-for accidents; Circums 
vented by a ſublimer underſtanding ; 0ver-born by a power 
above him; or. Recede from his purpoſe, thro levity and 
fickelneſs of his Nature; £c. But it is GOD, who is Wiſe 
in Heart, and Mighty in ſtrength, Fob 9. 4. It is He from whom 
all things that are have their being, and are perfettly under 
His Rule and Obeyſans: He had Eternity afore Him, to lay 
His Defign ſurely and accordingly, He declareth the End 
from the beginning; It is therefore is impoſſiole for Him ei- 
ther to Do, or neplett to do, or ſuffer to be done, any thing 
whereby His purpoſe might ſuffer diſappointment ; as it 1s 
impoſſible That God ſhould ze, He would never have ſet-up 
thoſe Ends as the Sum and Upſhot of His Deiign; if He 
had not Determin'd to ſee them made-good. And there- 
fore (as ſays the Apoſtle) W: are always confident, That when 
abſent from the Body, we ſhaii be preſert with the Lord, 2 Cor. 
5s. 6, $. This is alſo furrher confirm'd by that compendious 
Promiſe, Fer. 31. 33. 7 will be their God, a4 they ſhall be 
my People ; Every word (here) bath a peculiar Emphaſis: 
t. That He will be a God to them 3 2. Their God; and 


2. For ever « This [_ 7 will Jimports both a fixed Reſolution, and 
Time 
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Time without limit. Tt is as if He had ſaid, Tho other Lords 
have had the Rule over you, and you have ftill a proneneſs 
to revolt to them ; it ſhall not bez I will not be Outed any 
more; T] heal your backſlidings, and be your God fiill ; 
T1 carry it towards you and for you, as becomes a God to 
doz and I will make you ſuch a People, as becometh God 
to own; 1 will not be aſhamed to be called your God, Heb, 11, 
16, It would (indeed) be both a diſparagement and diflatis- 
faction to God, if His People ſhould fail of that He made 
them forz which (certainly) cannot he, becauſe God is 
theirsz and if God be theirs, all things are theirs, both 
this World and that to come 3 1 Cor. 3. 22, 23» 

Laftly, For the final Perſeverance of Believers, a prin- : 
cipal Argument is fetch'd from the Sovereign Decree of Elefti- 
00, I call it Sovereign, partly becauſe it is the higheſt manife- 
ſtation of God,s abſolute Dominion over His creatures, in - 
chooſing whom He would, and pafſing-by the reſt : Partly 
alſo, becauſe all ſorts of things whatſoever are ſubjetted to 
it, and made ſubſervient to its final accompliſhment. And 
this I take for a principal reaſon why Eledion is ſo fre- 
quettty placd in Eternity, (or before the Foundation of 
the World) viz. to ſhew, That the very Fabrick of the 
World, and all occurrences therein, were ſo contrived 
and fraimed in God's decree, as having Elettion tor their 
primary ſcope and End : That this firft Cauſe i3 the Supream 
Moderator of all intermediate cauſes and is it ſelf-ſubjeet ta 
None. It was not any lovelineſs in Elect perſon which mo- 
ved God to love them at firſt : ſo neither ſhall their un- 
lovely backſlidings deprive them of itz though it may be 
edips'd by their own default, to the breaking of their bones. 
The Lord choſe them for that blefſed Image of His Own, 
Which He would afterwards imprint upon them z and this He 
itil] proſecutes through all aiſpenſations. 

That Ele& Nation the Fews, they apoſtatized from God, 
and did worſe than any others yet would not the Lord 
utterly cat them off, In SamuePs time their wickedneſs 
was very great ? yet, ſaith he, (to ſtay them from 10ra] apo- 
ftacy,) Th: Lord will not forſake you ; But, what's the ground 
of that his confidence, and grand Warranty? 'The very 
fame that now we are upon; 7be Lord will nor forſake you, 
becauſe ( It hath pleaſed the Lord to make you His People :] Not 
becauſe they remember their duty, and return'd to God 
but becauſe Ze remembred oe them is Covenant: In puriu- 
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ance whereof, He long maintained their Title, notwith- 
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ſtanding their often-repeated forefeitures; and when in cap» 
tivity, brought them home again. And indeed, there's nc- 
thing ſo melts the hearts of Thoſe in Covenant with God, 
as that. the Lord ſhould 5e pacified towards them after all their abo - 
minations, (t). The manner of Gad's dealings with this people, 
1s eſpecially inſtrudive, to help the Faith of the ſpiritual 
Ele&ion, upon all occaſions 3 as holding forth the /pectal 
regard the Lord has for them,” becauſe of His Covenant: 
That though he may and will puniſh their iniquities; yct 
His loving kindneſs He will not take from them, And He 
puts it ſtil] upon his having once choſen them; as ye have 
It in Feremy, ch. 41. 9. 1 have choſen thee, and not caſt thee away, 
This latter clauſe, | Ard nor caſt thee away] ſeems added to 
ſhew, that Zis Chooſirg them, was an a& wrwepealablez q. d. 
T knew aforehand what thou wouldft do, and how thou 
would prove ; and if I had meant Ever to caſt the oft z yea, 
If I had not Reſolved againſt it; T would not have choſen 
thee at all; But itince I have, be ſure V1 ftand by thee, / 
will ſirengihen thee, 1 well help thee, yea, 1 will upbold thee with 
the Right hand of my Righteouſneſs. 
It. is true, The budy of that Nation, for their unbelict, 
are now broken off; there is a ſuſpenſion of the outward 
art of the Covenant : Not, that God intends an utter re- 
jection of them 3 For, ſuch as have part in the ſpeczal Ele- 
Eton, are always ſaved, (u); and the time will come when 411 
Ffrael ſhall be ſaved: For, as touching the Elstion, they are 
beloved /t7!], tho? yet unborn. For their ſakes it was, that 
thoſe dayes of tribulation» were ſhortened, Matth, 24. 22. Which 
anſwers to that in Iſaiah 65. 8. Deſtroy it not, there is a bl-(ſwg 
#n it, The Lord will not ſo much regard, what they have 
done, or deſerv'd ; as what His Covenant is concerning Abr4- 
bam's Seed; which minding of His Covenant is from the 
wichangeableneſs of His Purpoſez and therefore, though broken- 
of at preſent ; they ſhall be grafred-in-agen (x): Tho' driven into 
all lands; Scattered into corners ; mingled with the Heathen ; 
and become ſo like them, as not to be known a{under : yet 
being His Choſen, and within His Coverat, He will bring 


them out of thcir holes, and gather them {| 072 by One] (5): 


He will do it ſo accyrately, exa&tly, punttually, that Nore ſhall 
be wanting ; Tho' fifted amorg a!! Nations, not [ One) grain ſval 
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Was God's omnipotent ſafeguarding His Elett, when the 
reſt of the Nation fell to Idolatry: they had gone All as 
well as Some, had not Ele&ion held them back it's there- 
fore ſaid to be [ According] to the Election of Grace ; Ele- 
Qtion was the Patern, and Reſervation the Copy of it, And, 
that this was not a fingle caſe, or reftrain'd to that preſent 
time, is evident from Matth. 24, Where our Saviour fore- 
tels, that the ſubtilty of Deceivers, and temptations of the 


* times, ſhall be ſuch ; and the Torrent riſe to that ftrength 3 


that *twill be next to impoſſible, not to be carried-away by it ; 
but ſor the Ele#, they are ſafeguarded; How ? By the 
coming-in of the firſt and Sovereign Caulſez by the vertue of 
which, the whole force and influence of thoſe ſecond cauſes, 
ſhall either be prevented, or removed, mitigated. inverted, 
ſhortned, or over-ruled, (a); and the Faith of His'Sealed 
Ones ſo confirmed. that they ſhall not be hurt by them, (5)z 
yea, (and which is more) Thoſe very things, which are de- 
ſtruttive to others, ſhall work life in them. This turn'd Ba- 
Iiam's Curi: into a bleſſing to Iſrael, (c), and PauPs . af- 
fitions to his Salvation (d); they are to Them a cauſe 
of lifting up the head, (e)> And if it were not ſo, thg 
Apoſtle could not exhort us to count 7t all joy when we fall in- 
ro divers temptations, ( f\; but that in the midſt thereof Ze 
k-ep2th the feet of His Saints :, (g) 5 For (ſays God) they are my 
People, Children that will not lie, (b), q« d. They are of thoſe 
1 have choſen, and ſet-apart for my ſeltz and therefore, 
tney ſhall not fruſtrate my purpoſe in chooſing them z which 
{ceems implied in the word [So] So, He was their Saviour 5 
I will fave them, becauſe I have made them my People. 

And further, *tis worthy your notice : That this Sovee 
"2izn Decree is alwayes Regnant; a Kingdom that beareth 
rule over all, and ſhall | never} be broken, (7). Pſal. 8g. 34, 


My Covenant will 1 not break, nor alter the thing that is gone our 


of my lips z My Covenant ſhall ſtand faſt with him. ver. 29. It 
is meant. of the Covenant made with David and his houſe 
or rather, with chriſt and His ſpiritual-ſeed z of whom Da 
vid was a Typz. and that we might have ſtrong conſolation, 


(Z) An9s 9.9. (a) Manth. 24, 22.(b) Exek. 9. 6. Rev. Je 3 
(C) Deut. 23. 5. {d) Phil. 1. 19. (e) Luk. 21, 28s (t) Fames 
2. Is (£) 1 Sam: 2: g. (1) Iſa» 63. 8. (1) Date 24 44v 
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the Lord is pleaſed to bind it with an Oath; Once, (7. e 
Once for all, and once for ever; it was ſo full, perfett, and 
abſolute that it needed no Alteration, Amendment, or Re- 
petition) Once have 1 ſmorn by my Holineſs, that 1 will not Iye unta 
David, v. 25. And how impoſhble it was that this Covenant 
ſhould be broken, appears by Feremy, who ſpeaking in the 
Name of the Lord, d=livers it thus; /f you can break my Cove- 
nant of the day, and my Covenant of the Night, that there ſhould 
mot be Day and Night in their Seaſon ; Then may alſo my Cove- 
mant be broken with David my Servant, (kt). (Here note, by 
the way, that Day and Night take their turns ; but till it i3 
in their Seaſon ) An1 David himſelf fays of it, that Jr is 4 
Covenant [ Everlaſtivg] Ordered in all things, and [ Sure} (1), 
3. e. What-ever might poſſible fall-in to interrupt ir, there 
was That Order obſerv'd in the compotition of the Covenart, 
and ſuch a Power laid-up within it; as ſhould certainly 
over-run and bear-down thoſe impediments, triumph over 
all, and hold on its way : (as all the tempe!ts and tumults 
that happen in this lower World, can in no wiſe obftrutt 
the courſe and harmony of the Superiour Orbs. ) He there- 
ore declares in high, yet humble, expreſſions; that he de- 
fires no other or better ſecurity for his Salvation And it 
1s not. unlikely, that David and Solomon were both of them 
left to thoſe grear and grievous backſlidings, to give proat 
of the Sureneſs of this Covenant z which indleed was ſuffici- 
ently done by them. and tried to the uttermoſt ; For, they 
Þoth broke the Covenant on their part; and yet, the Cove- 
nant was not Null'd : No thanks to them, but tv that Sove- 
reign Grace, that had laid-in proviſion afore to prevent it, by 
making it Abſolute and Urrepealable, Yet will not the Lord 
connive at their miſcarriages 3 But, If his Children forſake my 
Law and break my Statutes; I will viſit their tranſgreſſions with 
the Rod, aud their iniquity withſtripes : | Neverthtleſs ] My-lov- 
ing-kindneſs will ] nor une ly rake from him, nor ſuffer | My] 
faithfulneſs tofail. There was indeed (at times) a ſeeming to 
make-void this Covenant, (7); and great complaints are made 
upon it, (as, well there might ; ) but it revives, and looks 
freſh agen; * Joy comes in the morning; as is evident by 
the cloſe of that Pſalm, Bleyjed be rhe Lord for evermore, Anicil, 


—_— —_ —_ — c— 


— 
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and 


Mercy on thee, (0). 


try al. 


againſt it, 


and-Amen ! Its return was the niore welcome for its tempo- 
rary abſence ; and therefore he meets with a double gra- 
tulation, Amen and Amen ! It was but in a /zttle wrath that He 
hid His face from them 3 and that bur for a momeny of time 3 
But, with everlaſting kindneſs will ] have Mercy 01 thee, ſaith the 
Lord thy Redeemer ; The Moumains ſhall depart, and the Hills 
be removed ; ---but my kindneſs ſhall not depart from thee z neither 
ſhal} the Covenant of my peace be removed, ?ſaith the Lord that bath 
In Feremy another impoſſibility is inftan» 
ced, to ſhew the Eternal validity of this Covenant 3 Thus 
ſzith the Lord, If Heaven above can be meaſured, and the foundati= 
01s of the Earth ſearched out veneath; 1 will alſo caſt of all the 
Seed of rac), for all that they have dome, ſaith the Lord, (p). 
TheLORD ( you ſee ) has made Himlelf both the Alpha 
and Omega of this great ſentence 5 to ſhew, that borh Ends of 
the Covenantare in lis own hands. | 
By theſe Scriptures ( with many others ) it 1s apparent, 

their ſhall be no failure on God's partz and conſequently , 
None at all ; becauſe He hath taken on-Himlſelf the perfor- 
mance of the whole 3 Not ſo, as to cxempt us from our Du- 
ty ; but reduce us to it, and carry us thro it : Believers 
(therefore ) ſhall be invincibly ſecurfd to the end of their 
Faith, the Salvation of their Souls. 
\ Yet doth not this Dottrine go free of contradittion 2 and 
truly, contidering how plain and pertinent the Scripture is 
for it 3 it may well be conjectur'd 3 That if the firft impug- 
ners of Perſeverance had not found themſelves ina Tozl g 
and neceſſitated to oppoſe it, for the maintenance of other 

rinciples they had hetore e{pouſed 3 and which would nof: 

tand with this 5 they would never have ſet themſelves 
| But Errors ( like Truths in that) do hang toge- 

ther 3 Or, as links in a Chain, the firft Mover draws the reft 
after it 7 But, I truſt, throw help from Above all the objettions 
that are laid againſt this Doctrine, ſhall ( by one hand or 
other ) prove to its farther confirmation. The chief that; 
have occur*d to me, are theſe that follow z and if I had met 
any more conliderable, 1 hope I ſhould not have ſhund thei 


(0) If. 54+ 3, 10« (P) Je?+ 31+ 37+ 
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Obj. The 


Ob}. The Doirine of Abſolute Perſeverance deprives Men of the 

arpe$t Bit which God hath given them, to-curb the unrege- 
nerate part of the Soul z We mean the Fear and Dread of 
Eternal Fire? 


Anſw. The Law is good, if lawfully us'd ; fo is Fear, in 
Its time and place; but out of that it is as a bone out of 
jJoynt. The Law works by Fear, as a School-Maſter unto 
Chriſt; It is ordinarily the firſt occaſion of our motion to- 
wards believing: The heir whilſt a Child may be under the | 
tutorage of fear: But when Faith is grown-up, then caſt out 
the Bondwoman and her Son $5 Fear ſhall not be heir witi 
Faith: For, tho it be a good Servant, tis an ill Maſter. 
For Fear, topredominate Farth, 15 for Servants to ride, while 
Princes walk 0» the Earth; which 1s a» Errour th: Earth cannot 
bear, (q.) Bclievers ( <{pecially ſuch as know themſelves ſo 
to be) receive not the Spirit of Bondage apen to fear, (r). They 
are acted Now by another principle 3 ( as a Horle that 1s 
throughly broke and well-wayed, 15 better Managed by a 
gentle hand, than a biting Curb. ) Faith works by love ; It 
3snot ( henceforth ) the Fear of wrath, but the ſenſe of 
Chriſt's love in d-l:iverinp from wrath, that both curbs the 
unregenerate part, and carrics to higher azts of obedience 
than fear is capable of; Altho at times, all ſorts of Motives 
may be needful to keep us going 3 andthe Lord for exerciic 
of our Graces, and other holy ends, may let the dearcit 05 
His Children longs conflict with their Fears; under which 
He yer ſupports them, and brings them forth like Gold, at 
laft, See Erhans complaint, and the” clole He makes, in 
the 29 Pſalm ; See alſo, that excellent Treatiſe, A Child of 
Light, walking in darkneſs * &c. | | 

There be two ſorts of Fear ; of God, and of the Crea- 
ture: Creature-fear Belivvers are frill called from : ( and 
with good Reaſon, as ye will fn after, ) Godly Fear i5 
quite another thing; it,3 a Grace of the largeſt import, ny» 
faving Grace, but, tis Fear 1$ put ior it; or joyneXwith it ; 
which jundure ſhews its import in that place. ,Tis fome- 
times put for Faith, Ger. 2. 2. with Heb, 11. 17. Sometime: 
for Lovez Pal. 132. 4 With Luk. 7. 47. FOr Reverence allo, 


(q) Prove 1Cs 7, With Prove 3c. 21, 22 (1) Rem. 8. 15% | 
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7/al. 89. 7. Levit. 19. 2. Heb. 12. 28. For Vigilarce and Cir- * 
comſpettion, 2 Cor. 7.11. For SubjeFion, or Obſervance, Mal, 
1. 6. Holineſs allo is coupled with Fear, 2 Cor. 7. 1. SO 18 
Meekneſs, 1 Pt. 3. 15. SO allo is knowledge, wiſdom, and 
good underſtanding, Prov: 1. 7. Tf. 111. 12, Sometimes the 
whole of Religious worſhip is intended by it, Fudges 6. 10s 
Iſa. 8. 13. Fob 1. 1. and 8. This fear ariſeth from the !:1ght 
of God's Holinels, Greatneſs, Juſt ſeverity againft fin ; with 
the Ereenels of His Grace, Surenels of His Covenant, Ful- 
neſs that is in Chriſt 5 and our intereft in Him 3 wherewith 
that ſlavith fear of Hell will not conſiſt : On this account, 
the Lordour God] is ſaid to bea | fearful Name] Deut. £8. 58. 
z, e. It's the only obje&t worthy of our Faith, Love. Reve- 
rence, and Religious. worſhip : And according to this ſenſe 
of the word, Bleſſed is the Man 1h: feareth always. But, i 
touching the Fear of hell as ſuppoſed the beſt Curb to ſin, 
and promoter of perſeverance, it ought to be refetted How Þ 
far it may infinezxce an unregenerate pcriun, as a Curb ta {| 
his lufts, is not the qucftion here but if Saul and Fudas | 
ran headlong to Hell, with this bit in their mouths? then is | 
not the ſharpeſt bir the moſt Effe&ual Curb, Arguments as 
gainſt it are obvious; 1- That by which God purifies the i 
heart, and whereby Believers are ſtrengthened tu a concur- þ 
rence with Him in that work, is ſurcly the propereſt Curb } 
to Sin ; That alſv which weakens, and tends to deſtroy | 
the Koor, muſt needs be more effeAtual than Thar which on- Welt 
ly hinders ſome purtings of it forth; But, all this is done by jW1!: 
Faith: this lays the Ax to the Root 3 By Fatth God purifies | 
the heart, (3); and every One that hath 1his Fope, purifieth kim Wl 
felf as he is pure? (1): There's no ſuch Vertue alcribd to the 8h} 
tear of Hell; but plainly, the Spirit of Fear is oppos'd to ſil 
the Spirit of Love, of Faith, and of a Sou7:d mind, (a); 2. That i 

which has the place of an End in Chriſt's delivering from ji 
Enemies, can be no let to Perſcverance: But, That we ilf 
might ſerve God [ without fear ] has the place of an End in || 
that deliverance, (x). 3. That which the Scripture holds- i 
torth as an help to Perſeverance, catinot be an bindrance to if 
ic ; but, the Scripture holds-forth Foith and Confidence ia | 
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God, as a principal help to Perſeverance, (y). 47 That 
which irritates the unregenerate part, canmor be ſaid 10 Curb 
Zt : But, This does the fear of wrath z when the Commandment 
came, ſim received, (73), 1.e. Tt took occaſions by the Law's re 
ftraint, for the ſtronger relurgency againft it : and So, the 
Law worketh wrath, (a); as a Torrent ſtopt in its Courſe 
grows more impetuous: Cain was an inſtance of this (b), 
andeven Paul in his unregeneracy : (c). When throughly 
convincd of fin, if Grace ſtep not in as its Guardian, the 
foul's undone. That Scripture Matth. 17. 28. gives the ob- 
KCtion no countenance 5 The Fear there intended, is that 
which hath Faith and Love wm tit 5 Fear not them which kill the 
body ; but fear Him that is able to deſtroy Soul and boay in bell. 
The two objetts of Fear he pnt> in the ballance z to ſhew, 
how little reaſon we have to balk our duty for fear of Men, 
whoſe Power can but reach to a bodily death 5; and how 
mMPVCi1 more to fear Him that has the Keys of Tp-ath and of 
Hell ; that is, who hath Power to caſt into Hell ; might juft- 
ly havedone it; and yet have fave us trom it: And this 
Fear 1s Loves as 15 evident by Mat. 13. 37, Where ſpeaking 
_ of the ſame thing, ( v!z. Cleaving to Chrift, and parting 
with all tor Him, ) *tts expretly called Lov? z ze that loverb 
Father or Mother more than Me, is nyt worthy of Me ; And, for 
ought that appears to the contrary, it might be the tear of 
Hell that made the flothful Servant to hide his talent 5 / knew 
#hee thou art an hard Man,--- and [ 1 was afrail ]; and went 
end hid thy Talent in the Earth, (4). "Tis allo to b& oblerv'd, 
that before the Great Tribuna!, the[ Fearful, aud Unoeltevirg ] 
| Rand linked-together, (e). But whatever influence the fear 
| of Hell may have upon perſons unreg-7erate, as a Curb te their 
. Inſts 3 the Doctrine of Perſeverance deprives not of it; for , 
This concerns only Beltevers. - 

The Objettion is further excepted againſt 

| 7. Becauſe it pnts an Jndignzry on tlic Wiſdom of God, as 
| f He had taken from Believers ſome expedient help to Per- 
' Teverance, by giving them Abſolute Promiſes ; ( whereas, we 
' ſhould rather ſuſpect our own undecitandings, and renounce, 
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(y) Rom. 6. 12, 14: Heh, 5. 14. chap. 10s 35. (2) R0 7+ 9. 
I (a) Chap. 4- 15. (b) Gen. 4.5. {C) Rome Jo IC, L1.(d) Mas 
25. 24, 25- (C) Rev. 21: 6 
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choſe oppinions, which neceſſitate ſuck unnatural DeduCtions 
to ſuppopt them : ) For, do but ſuperate the Promiſes from 
their Avſolureneſs, and their ſtrength is gon 3 they would 
prove as the Law, Weak, through the weakneſs of the fleſh, (f). 
The Lord knows that .Bclievers have the moſt difficult 
work, and deepeſt ſenſe of their own inſufficiency 3 and that 
nothing more weakens their hands than doubtings and fears 
and for that very cauſe hath made His Promiles Abſolute. Thus 
He Armed Foſhua to the Battle 3 There ſhall not any Man be 
able vo ſand before thee all the days of thy liſez 1 will not leave 
thee nor forſake thee 4 and thence draws him an Argument, 
to be flromg and of a good Courage, (g). Thus alſo Samuel 
(in the place forementioned; ) When the People were 
greatly perplexed becauſe of God's diſpleaſure towards 
them; to confirm them in their duty, he comforts them a» 
2ainft their Fears ; Fear not ; ye have done all this wickedneſs $ 
yer turn not aſide from followirg the Lord, (h). And what's the 
ftrong Reaſon by which he tixes them ? For, the Lord | will 
70t ] forſake His People, (7). Paul (likewiſe ) exhorting Be- 
lievers te that great duty of keeping-down fin, that it 
might not reign 3 becauſe the ſharpneſs and heat of the con- 
flict might otherwiſe make them recoilz he gives them as 
an high” Cordial, aſſurance of vittory ; tells them expreſly, that 


fin | ſhall not } have dominion over them, (k). Of the ſame mind 


were Peter and Fohn z the One diredts ro give all dilligence to 
make our Calling and Eleftion | Sure ]. and this, as a principal 
means to keep us from fa/ling, (1) : and the Other makes it the 
very ſcope of his whole Epiſtle, 'That Believers might[ know] 
they have Eternal Life, and that they might | go-07 ]in be- 
lieving, (m). Which kind of arguments had heen very im- 
proper and unduly applyed, It giving them aſſurance touch- 
ing the Event, had not been a ſtrengthening of them in their 
duty; and much more, if it would have provycd an indul- 
gence to the fleſh. 

2. Let Fear be conſidered in its ordinary and natural ef- 
feds ; and *twill eatily appear, that nothing is leſs pleaſing 
to God, or more unapt for the ſervice of Perſeverance. As 
a Man's principle is, ſuch will be his obedience ; flaviſh ob- 
ſerance 1s the beſt that flaviſh fear can produce ; which is 
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(f) Rom. 3. 3.(g) Foſh. 1. 5, 6. (h) 1 Sam. 12:20. (i) Ver,22. 


(k) Rom, 6. 14, (1) 2 Pet. 1- 20.(m) 1 Poſh, 5. 13. 
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no way acceptable to an ingenious Spirit : God Loves a cheer- 
ful Giver, not Samaritan worſhip, [ for fear of Lyons,  (n). 
Such ſervice will alſo be weak and waverirg : for, nothing 
ſo unlettles the mind as fearz it enervates the Soul, and 
takes-away its ſtrength : NabaPs heart dyed within bim for 
fear, (0). And the Soldiers that kept the Sepulchre, were as 
dead Men for fear, (p). The obedience (therefore } which comes 
from thence, can be but a dead obedierice ; the effe# can- 
not ri!e higher than the Cauſe. Pharaoh let Iſrael go, be- 
cauſe of the plagnes z which being a little removed, he re- 
pents his obedience, and chides himſelf for it, (q). And 
thoſe Hypocrites, though fearfulneſs had ſurprized them, re- 
main'd Hypocrites ſtill, (-). This fear will alſo contift with 
the greateſt impieties z Thoſe very Samaritans who Thus fea- 
red the Lord, did alſo worſhip their graven imagz-s, (FS). 

3. Fear puts upon uing unlawful Means: //4zc to deny 
his wife, (t): David to lye, and feign himſelf mad, (4): 
Peter and other holy Men, to difſemble, (x). It fends Men 
to Fgypr for help, as it did the Jews (/), yea, to Hell, as it 
dil Saul, (7). Therefore, both Satan aad wicked Men, are 
{till endeavouring to put God's people in fear ; as they would 
Neb-miah, whereby his work had ceaſed, (a). And Satan 
ſtood at Foſhua's right hand to reſiſt himng 7. e. To accule 
him; and ſo, to put him in fear, becauſe of his filthy gar- 
menrs, thereby to diſcourage him in the work oft His 
Orkce, (b). 

4. Let Fear be compared with its co:mtrary, which 1s Faith ; 
This removes the Mountain, whiles Fear fixes it, yea, ſeems it 
to be, where is no ſuch thing. Fear made the unbelieving 
fpies to bring-up an evil report of the good Land,and to fancy 
impoſſbilities of obtaining it, (c) ; Faith made Caled and 
Foſbuz magnanimous z Lex us go up at once ( fay they ) and 
poſſeſs it ; for we are well able to overcome it, (d): yea, they ſhall 
be bread for us, (e), Theſe two, who teared no miſcarriage 
under an abſolute Promiſe, were carried-in 5 all that doubred 
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(n) 2 Kngs. 17. 25,0) 1 Sam. 25. 37. (P) Matth. 28. 4 
fq) Exod. 14.5.(T) 1ja. 35. 14. (3) 2 Kings 17-41 (t) Genes 
26. 7..(U) 1 Sam. 21. 13. (x) Gal. 2. 12, 12. (y) 1/4. 30. 2» 
(7) 1 Sam. 28, 7.(a) Neb. 6. 12, 14+ (b) Zech. 3 KC) Nuinb, 
13. 31. (d)Ver. 39, (C)Ch. 24. 9. 
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were ſhut-out. Peter, whiles confident, walked on the waves g 
when he began to doubr he began to ſent, (f). It was Faith 
made thoſe Worthies valia”r in fight z Enabled one to Chaſe 
a Thouſand, (g); When fear cauſed a Troufand to flee at the 
rebuke of One; yea, at the ſhuking of a leaf,(h); An handful 
of Obcdicnce ſpringing from Faiuh and confidence in God, 
is more acceptable to Him, than Sheafs and Loads ariſing 
from fear of wrath. 1f Paul, for fcar of Hell, had given his 
body to be burned, it had been nothing, (7). But, Faith and 
Love render ſmall things of value with God; the Widow's 
mite, and a cup of cold Water. And *tis worthy of remark, 
that when the fruits of the Spirit are reconed-up, this Fear 
is not ſo much as named amonz them, (+). And cercain it 
is, that the more ſenlible ; and lively oar love is to God, the 
leſs will be our fear of hell for, Perfe@ Love caſts-out fear,(.) 
5. If Fear were ſuch an effe&tual Curb to fin, oz help ta 
Perſeverance ; there would not be ſuch Promiſes of deliver- 
ing God's people from their fears, nor would they ſo af- 
fectionately bleſs God, tor their being delivered z Nor fo re- 
ſolutely ſet themſelves againft it 5 Neither would their be ſo 
many Commands and Injundtions laid upon them, Not to be 
afraid: | 
(1.) For Commands againſt Fear; Fear not thou O my ſer- 
want Facob,---for I will ſave they Fear thounot ; ---I will corre& 
thee in meaſure, (1); i. e. Mcetly, and proportionabely, accord- 
ing to the ſcope vf My Co7enant, which is to ſavethee. The 
Lord would not have us think our ſclves in danger of being: 
caſhier*d, when we are chaftened ; which ſeems the import. 
of that in Jſaiah, Thave choſen thee, and not caſt thee away 5. 
fear thou not, (m). So, to the Hebrews ; Caſt not away your 
confidence, (n); And Chrift to His Diſciples, let nor your heart 
be troubled ; neither let it be afraid, (0): ( Nothing brings that: 
perturbation of mind, as Fear. ) And, Fear nor, line flock 5 
(why? ) 1s 1s your Fathers good pleaſure to give you the King- 
dom, (p). Innumerable are the Injunttions laid upon God,s 
people againſt Fear ; 1/2. 35. 4. Ch. 43. 5. Ch. 44. 2 Fer. 39 10s 
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(f) Matth. 14. 29, 30. (g) Foſh. 23. 10.(h) £-vit. 26. 36s 
(1) 1Cor. 13« 3. (k) Gal. 5. 22, 23s (1) Fer. 46. 27, 28. 
(m)] 1/4. 41. 9, 19. (n) Heb. 10. 35. (0) Fob. 14. 27. 
Pp) Luk 12, 32. 
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IO. 28, As 27. 24. Rev. 1, 17, &c. Therefore freedom 
from this Fear, is no impefiment to Perſeverance. 

(2.) Promiſes of delivering from Fears. Jacob ſh.ll be in 
gquier* and none ſhall make him affraid,(q); He (hall not be afraid 
of evil-ridivgs, (r); He ſhall be quiet from fear of evil, (s). The 
Promiſe is not made to Fear and Fainting, but to Faith and 
Confidence; Be of good courage, and he ſhall ſtrengthen they 
keart, (t). Tf it had been the mind of Chriſt, that Believers 
ſhould ftill be under this Fear; He would not have told 
them, They are paſjed from death 10 life, and ſha!l not come into 
condemnation, (u): That they ſhall fir upon Thrones, (x); Thak 
their Inheritance is reſerved in heaven for them, and they kept for 


zt; and that by rhe Mighty Power of God, ( y). The Reſult of all 


whick is, That having theſe Promifes, we ſhould cleanſe our ſelves 
for all filthinejs of fiſh and ſpirit; perfeding holineſs in the Fear 
of God, (>). 

(3.) anlcs of Chriſtian Reſolution, Not to fear, Tex, 
though 1 walk through the valley of the ſhadow of death, I will 
fear vone evil, (a); Iſa. 50. 7, Therefore (That is, becauſe the 
Lori God hath promiſed to help him z Therefore) have 7 ſer 
my face as a flint, and I know, that I ſhall nor be confounded, Pl. 
56. 4, 1 will not fear what feſ can do unto me. And Pf. 49. 53 
Wherefore ſnould 1 fear in the days of evil, when the iniquity of my 
heels ſhall 'compaſs me abous? Theſe, if any thing ſhould have 
put him in fear; but his Faith reſolves againſt it; according 
to J/a 12. 2, 1 will truft, and not be afraid,si. e. He would not 
willingly admit the leaft mixture of fear with his Faith z and 
good Reaſon for it, fince the Foy of the Lord was bu 
ftrength, (6). 

(4.) Inſtances of Thankfulneſs for deliverance from fears : 
O Mapnifie he Lord with me, and let us exalt His Name toge- 
ther. (But what's the occafion of this joyful trumph? ) 7 
fought the Lord and te beard me, and | Delivered me from all my 
fears] (c). And Therefore will I offer in his Tabernacle Sacrifices 
of Foy; and the Reaſon of ir was, That God would hide him 
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(q) Fer. 30. 10. (r) Fſal. 112. 7. (s) Prove te 33+ (t) Tj: 
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\ |} # Hs own Pavillion, (4): that is, He would ſecure him from 
danger, and ſet him up above his Fears: which he could 
| not, with any good reaſon, have rejoyced-in; nor have 
| prayed, that God would Reſtore 19. him the joys of is Satvati- 
| 013 if the dread of Eternal fire, had been ſo good a friend 
| to Perſeverance. Scriptures might be multiplyed ; But, be- 
| | ſides theſe, it is evident in experience, that nothing ſo ele- 
| vates the ſpirit and courage ofa Man in great undertakings, \ 
as aſſurance of Succeſs : But, whiles he is wavering, and doubt- 
ful How he ſhall ſpeed, eſpecially whiles he mediates Ter- 
| rours, and of them the Dreadfulleſt ; his hands are infeebled z 
nor has he his wits about him; (as we ule to ſpeak) to 
diſcern and improve them as otherwiſe he might : That 
\- | which tends really to make a Man Sredfaſt, Unmoveable, and 
| alwayes to abound in the work of the Lord; is not the fear of 
miſcarrying, and loſing all at laſt; but, Faith and 4 certain 
knowledge, that bus labour ſhall not be in vain inthe Lord, 1 Cor, 


| I5- 39. 


Obj. If a Man once. believing cannot loſe bis Faith 5 Why i is 
| (aid Let him that ſtandeth take heed leſt he fall? and Look 
| 70 your ſelves, that we loſe not the things we have wrought ? 
If no poſſibility of loſing, what need ſuch Cautions, and ſo 
great Circumſpettion ? 


, 


| Anſw. The maker of this Objetion hath elſe where gran- 
. ted, that the obtainment of Canaan was ſure to Abraham's 
| ſeed, ſo as their unworthineſs could not deprive them of it 5 
And yet we find, their Induction and attual Pofſeſſhon yo- 
ked (afterwards) with as many Conditions, Cautions, and Lis 
mitations, as tho Prumile of Salvation to Believers, any where 
is; and yet, nevertheleſs certain; But, for more particu« 
lar anſwer : 

1, That a righteous Man may fall, is evident; and as evi- 
dent it is, That he camor fall finally: For, tho' he falls Seven 
| times in a day, 4s often does he Tiſe-agen, (e), and this, be- 
| Cauſe the Lord upholdeth him with Hs band, (f). And ageny 
| The Lord upholdeth all that fall, (g); 7. e. Either He ftayes 
: | them when they are falling; Or, fo orders and 3imits the 


| 
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| (4) Pſal. 27. 5, 6, (e) Prov, 24+ 16. (f) Pſal, 37. 24» 
2 | (8) Pal. 145: 14: 
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matter $3 that they fall not into miſchief as others do $ and, 
to be ſure, He'l ſet them on their feet agen: The Abſolute 
Promiſe cannot be nulFd or diſcertain'd, by cautionary words 
elſewhere delivered. It cannot therefore be meant of a To- 
tal and Final falling-away, which the Scripture Current ex- 
preſly runs againſt. 

2. There be Conſiderations of great weight, to make Be- 
lievers take-heed of falling, without ſuppoſing their final 
Apoſtacy; (as the danger of breaking a Man's bones, is ground 
ſufficient for Caution, tho' ſure that his Neck ſhall be ſafe : ) 
The diſhonour done unto his Father; the ſhame that is 
put upon Chriſtz Grieving the Comforter ; Scandalizing 
the good ways of God; ſtumbling the Weak; Strengthen- 
ing the Wicked; the unfitting of him for his duty ; Inter- 
rupting his Peace and Communion with God; &c. Every 
of which will weigh deep with a Soul that is born of God. 

3. The Lord does ordinarily bring, about His Purpoſes by 
Means; Of which, Cautions are a part; and by which, as 
a Mcans, He keeps-off the evil Caution'd againſt : In -the 
1 Fobn 2. 28. the Apoſtle exhorts them to abide in Chriſt ; 
whom certain Profeſſors hai relinquiſhed, ver. 19. And, as 
purpoſely intending to obviate this Objettion z he tells them z 
That they ſhall abide in him, v. 27. whereby he ftrengthens 
them to their duty. 

For the other place objected, (wiz. Look 10 your ſelves, that 
we loſe not the things we have wrought ; ) It is one thing to loſe 
for a time the Senſe and Comfort of our ſtate 3 as David, He- 
man, and Others dil; and another thing to loſe the ſtate 
it ſelf z which a Believer ſhall never do, as is ſhewn afore. 
Of much like Import is that in 2 Pet. 1. 5, 6, 7, $, 9- 
verſes; where he exhorts them, To give all diligence to add 
one Grace unto another : And, to help them in their work, he 
tells them, 1. What advantages they ſhall have by their fo- 
doing; They ſhall not be unfruitful in the knowledge of Feſus 
Chriſt: 1. &. It ſhall evidence to them that the knowledge 
they have, is a real knowledge; which cannot be known 
From that which is formal only, but by ſuch an effett. That 
alſo by this Means it ſhall be increaſed; the uling of things 
well, and ' to their prop:r End, being the readieft way to 
their improvment, according to Fobly 7. 17, He that mill 
do my Will, ſhall know of my Dottrine. 2. He then ſets afore them, 
thc loſs they ſhall have, in caſe of neglect, They wjll become _ ; 
TOnavie 


LAS 4 wv dl 


of God's Sovereronty, &c, 275 


Unable t» ſes afar off; and forpet that they were purged from 
their Old ſims: Remiſneſs will bring obſcurity; That which was 
clear afore, will Now become Clouded, .and be as if it were 
not; It may ſeem to them, that they are ſhort of that Reſt, 


which yet 1s ſure to them 3 and ſo they] be put to begin 


their work Anew: Whereas, if they do theſe things, they ſhall 
never fail; i. e. They ſhall nut fall from their ſiedfaſtreſs, - 
nor loſe that clear fight and aſſurance which now they have, 
touching their good eftate, viz. as being partakers of the Di- 
vine Nature; and Purged from their old ſis; Which thoſe 
negleas might put out of their ſight; and ſo, loſe them the 
ſenſe and comfort of what they kad wrought, 


Ob). We read in John 6. 60, That many of Chriſt's Diſciples 
flrſook him : In Timothy, Of ſome, who as concerning the 
Faith, had made Shipwrack : And of Simon Magus, who 
Once believed, and was afterwards found in the bond of 
Inquity ? | 


Anrſw. The Obje&ion has an Anſwer ſurhcient made rea- 
dy to its hand, in x Fohn 2. 19, They went our from us, be- 
cauſe they were not of us ; For, if they had been of us, they would 
[ 70 doubt} have continued with us. Seeming Faith may "__ 
be loft, as theirs was; and Real Faith may ſeemirgly be loft, 
as was the Apoſtle's, Luk. 24. 21. Seeming Faith is loſt real- 
ly, becauſe it was but Seeming ; Real Faith cannot be loſt, 
becauſe it is Real. Yet we ſhall find, that That which is 
but ſeeming, is frequently calld by the name of that ir ſeems 
to bez as in Matth. 12. 12. It is ſaid, That which he[ bath P, 
In Luk. 8. 18. (ſpeaking of the ſame thing) *t is rendred, 
That which He | ſeemeth] 10 have : So thoſe who forſook Chriſt, 
they were Diſciples but in ſhew; they never believed in 
truth; as appears by the 64 verſe of the 6. Fohn, Feſus knew 
from the beginning who they were that believed not : And this 
(viz. becauſe it was but a ſeemirg Faith they had) He gives 
as the Reafon of their now-forſaking him. And for Simon : 
Magus the Anfwer is as clear concerning him ; where let us 
contider, 1. That a man may be faid to believe, and yet 
not be a Believer; As a Righteous Man To $77, and yet not 
be a Sinner, 1 Foh. 5. 18. Tobe a believer, 1s to be thorow- 
paced in Faith, to believe all that is to be believed; and 
to have the heart united to it : Thus Simon believed not 5 
and if he had, he could not have thought the Holy Ghoſt 
23.4 vendible 
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vendible for money. 2. His Faith ſeems to be only ſuch 
a belief concerning Philip, as the Samaritans lately had con- 
cerning Simon ; viz. That he was the great power of God. 
For, finding himſelf over-matcht by Philip, who caft-out the 
Spirits which he (perhaps) had poſſeſſud them with 5 he 


could not, now, but give the precedency to Philip, as ha- 


ving a greater power than himſelf; and therefore, he con- 
mied with Philip, wondrirg at what he did. 3. Simon's believ- 
ing ſeems to be no more. but an outward profeſſional Faith, 
taken-up for by-reſpects ; to preſerve his intereſt and repute 
among the people; who now began to fall from him, and 
to follow Philip; whoſe Diſciple he himſelf will profels to be, 
rather than be quite caſhier'd. Beſides, this profeſſion of 
his, niight, in his conceit, be a ſtep, towards. purchaſing the 
gift of the Zioly Ghoſt ; which if he could obtain, he had been 
again in as good a Condition, both for reputation and profit, 
as before. | 

If any ſhall ſay, we read not of this diſtintion of Faith, 
into true and falſe? 1 anſwer, The Scripture frequently ſpeaks 
of Perſons and ihirgs, according to Vulgar eſteem; or what 
they profefs'd themſelves to bez Abaz is ſaid to Sacrifice to 
the Gods of Damaſcus that ſmore im, (a); and yet, neither 
were they Gods, nur did they ſmite hime but 'tis ſpoke ac- 
cording to his own ſuperſtitious opinion of them. 5So thoſe 
four lundred Men, who prophelied before Ahab, they are 
cali.4 Prophets, (5) z not that they were ſo 77deed, but becaute 
they Sv profeſſed themſelvesz or, becauſe ſo reputed by 
Abab and the People. A Prophet is one that 1s inſpired by 
the Holy Ghoſt; which thoſe Men were not, but by a ly- 
ing [pirit, (c), Now Simon Magus was no More a true Be- 
liever, than thoſe true Prophets; nor his faith any more of 
the right kind, than their Predictions true Prophecies. We 
alſo find, that the Scripture makes the Comrng-1o-paſs of the 
thing forctold, to be the evidence of a true Prophet : Accor- 
ding to which Rule, Perſeverance to Salvation muſt demon- 
ſtrate the truth of Faith gz and where ever this follows not, 
there Faith was but pretended $5 They profeſs ro know God, bur 
in deeds do deny Him, (d);, As of thole Samaritans before-men- 
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(a) 2 Crrone 23, 23: {b) 1 Kirgs 22. 6. (c) Per. 22. (d) 


tioned 


that They feared [ not ] the Lord, (e); They feared him in 
ſhew, but not in truth. 4. The Foundation of God ſtandeth 
ſures baving this ſeal, The Lord knoweth them that are Hu, (f): 


He brings it in to comfort Believers, touching the Sureneſs of 


their landing; when others, of as glorious out-fides, make 
Shipwrack of the faith 3 It frands ſure, becauſe the Lord know- 
eth them that are Hu; He knoms whom He hath Choſen ; For 
whom He bath received the Atonement ; whom Te hath Called 
and cauſed to take kold of Hs Covenant : And theſe ſhall ſurely 


be kept, notwithſtanding the woful back{lidings of others. 


Ob). If one that believes not Now, may have f ith hereafter ; 
Then, one that s Now a Believer, may Ioſe hys Faith, and 
turn Apoſtare ? 


Anſw. Tt follows not, That, becauſe Chriſt can bind Sa- 
tan and caſt him out ; therefore Satan can do ſo by Chriſt. 
He can come into the Devil's Nurſery when he will; take a 
Crab-ftock and tranſplant it, and graft it with a Nuble Cy- 
on: But Satan cannot come into God's Vineyard, (which is 
a Garden encloſed, ) and take thence What him plealeth, 
One who 1s now dead in tin, may be quick-ned; but, being 
once alive, can dye no more: It js Chriſt's own Afertion, 
He that Iiveth, and belizveth in Me, [ball never dye ; Foh. 11. 26. 


Which cannot be meant of any other but a Spirimal death z 


which is all one with loiing his Faith. 


Obj. A Righteous man may tura away from bis Righteouſneſs 
and that jo, that he ſhall dye for it, Ezeks 13. 24- 


Anſm, There's a twofold Righteouſneſs, 1, Moral z Such 
as..Paul had befure his Convertion 3 This a Man may conti- 
nue in to the laſt, and yet not be Saved; 2. There is a 
Gcſpel,Rightcouſnels 3 (1.) Jmpured; This is the Righteoul- 
neſs of Chriſt, by which we are juſtified; (2.) Irfuſed; This 
is the Divine Nature communicated by the Spirit of Chriit, 
whereby we are ſanQified; Theſe two go inleparably, and 
can never be loſt. But, the Righteouſnels ſpoken-of in the 
place objected, ſeems to be of the former fort, viz, Mor! op 
Outward Righteouſneſs; For, Outward Contormity tu ih. 
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Law was the condition of their poſſeſſing the Land of Canaan, . 


- cannot he proved that this was the caſe with Fof:ah; He had 


with long life and proſperity in it. This if retain'd, gave 
them a legal Right to thoſe Promiſes; If they turn'd from 
it, they ran into a forfeiture: And loſe it they might, far 
they hal no promiſe that they ſhould abide in it. But, the 
New Covenant undertakes for That, as is evident by compa- 
ring Fer, 3". 3I, 33. with chap, 32. 40, But if any will yet 
ſuppoſe, The Righteous Man ſpoken of in that 18 of Ezek, 
to be meant of a true Believer; there is ( I hope) in the An- 
{wers foregoing ſuſficient to Solve ir. | 

Bat ſuppoſe a Believer be taken-away in his Sin, as per- 
haps Foftah was, and hath not time to Repent of it? 1, It 
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time ſufficient between his Wounding and his Death; as is 
evident by the ſtory, 2 Chr. 35. 23, 24. But, 2. There was 
That in him that would have Repented ; and God reckons of 
a Man according to what he would Do. It being in David's 
heart to build him an Houle, it was accepted as if he had , 
done it. The Roor of the matter is in every Regenerate | 

zerſon, Which if it had time, would put-forth it ſelf in 
truits: and therefore They ſhall not be dealt-with as barren | 
trees which have not that ſubſtance in them. 
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Obj, The Promiſe of Perſeverance, 1s not made to Faith, that 
' That ſhall nor fail; but in reference 10 the favour of Gol, 


"ine That if Men go on to Believe, they ſhall abide in bus 
ove ? 


Anſw. Thus to give the ſenſe of the promiſe, is to ener- 
vate it, and make it ſpeak but according to the Cove- 
nant of Works; It bereaves it wholly of that Berterreſs the 
Scripture aſcribes to it, in Zeb. $8. 6-10. It alſo renders the 
Promiſe as ſpeaking falacioufly z making ſhew of That it in- 
tends not: It wauld be as.if he had ſaid, You ſhall keep 
the favour of God, if you do not loſe it. Beſides, Faith is 
the Soul's coming to God ;z Unbelief, its departing from 
Him: The Promiſe, therefoce, that ſecures againſt departing 
from God, ſecyres your continuance in believing : He that 
undertakes you ſhall bz Crown'd, doth vertualy undertake 
or your holding out to the end of your Race | 


Others 
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Others agen, reſtrain the Promiſes of Not-departing from God s 
recorded in the 36 of Ezek. and 32 of Jeremy, touching 
Men's not departing from God, Reſtraining them to the Few- 
ſb Nation, and tothe laſt Days: To this I ſhall only ſay, 


That albeit ſome particular times and perſons are more 
immediately concern'd in the Promiſes of the Old Tefta- 
ment, (eſpecially ſuch as refer to temporal things ) yet 
is there not one Promiſe, but in the ſpirituality of it, be- 
longs to Every one that belongs to Chrift, that is, Jews in 
Spirit. No Scripture 4s of private Interpretation z and therefore 
not to be Confin'd to thoſe particular times or perſons, 
when and to whom they were delivered; They were writ- 
ten for the nſe of All, (2). And We find them accordingly 
applyd in the New Teſtament; The Promiſe made to 
Foſhua touching the ſucceſs of his Warfare in Canaan , is by 
the Apoſtle applyed to Believers in general, as an Argument 
againft over-much carefulneſs in a Married *ſtate, and for 
Contentedneſs with our preſent condition, (þ): So likewiſe 
the Prophecie of 1/z:aþ, touching the hypocrites of his time, 
1s by Chriſt applyed to the Phariſees, (7): And tne Promi- 
ſes made to the Fews, in J/a. 54. 13. are applyed to the 
Gentiles, in Fohn 6. 45, 


Obj. The DoRrine of Abſolute Perſeverance, lays the Reins of 
Security on the Neck of the fleſh, and of the old man in be» 
lievers ? 


Anſw. For anſwerz T. This ObjeCion is, in effett, the 
ſame with the firſt; only it ſpeaks broader ; which ſhews, 
That the farther Men go in oppoling the Truth, the worſe 
LLAngnage they give it. That Many who diſbelieve the Do- 
arine of Perſeverance, have given the Fleſh its full Range 
and liberty, needs no proof; But, That any Believer hath 
made that impious uſe of it, will never be made-out. 2. The 
Objection deſerves no Quarter, becauſe it highly reproaches 
the goodneſs and Faithftulneſs of God; as if for a Fiſh, he 
had given his People a Scorpion z For ſo *twould be, if His 
giving them Abſolute Promiſes, Would prove an Indulgence 
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tO the fleſh. 2. It alſo contradiats the known and conſtant 
Way of holy Men's Arguing and Inferring from Abſolute Pro- 
Miſes, and the higheſt Aſſurance: See a few Inſtances of 
this ; 1When Chriſt our life ſhall appear, then ſhall ye alſo appear with 
him in Glory: The Reſult of it is, Mortifte { therefore] your Mem- 
bers which are upon the Earth, (k). Agen, | we know ] That 
when He ſhall appear, We ſhall be like Him : And what is the 
fruit of this knowledge ? Every Man that hath this hope in him, 
purified kimſelf even as he is pure, (1). The like ye have in the 
Corinths, For, we [ know] that if our earthly houſe of this taberna- 
cle were diſſolved, we have a buildirg of Goa, an Houſe not 
made with hands, Eternal in the Heavens; (Now ſee the effect 
of this aſſurance, ) [Wherefore] We labour, That whether pre- 
ſent or abſent, we may be accepted of him. (m). In the next Chap- 
ter he repeats the ſum of the New Covenant; 7 will be a Fa- 
ther unto you, and ye ſhall be my Sons and Daughters, ſaith the 
Lord Almighty, (n): Obſerve now the uſe he makes of it ; 
(and all Believers have the ſame Mind; ). Zaving therefore 
theſe Promiſes, (Abſolute Promiſes) let us cleanſe our ſelves from 
all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, perſefting holineſs in the fear of 
God. (0). Fob | knew ] That his Redeemer lived, and that 
he ſhould live with him; and yet, as ro holrmeſs and integrt- 
ty, Not a man like Fob in all the Earth, And that holy man 
Aſaph was fully aſſured of Perſevering infallibly, Thou ſhalt 
guide me by thy Counſel and afterward Receive me to Glory, (p): 
This did not looſen the Reines, but made him cleave cloſer 
to God, Renouncing all but Him and his Service z Whom have 
T in Heaven but thee? And, It is good for me 10 draw nigh to 
God, (q); The like frame of Spitit we find in David, | Sure- 
Iy ] Goodineſs and Mercy ſhall follow me all the days of my life; His 
Reſult allo, is, / will dwell in the houſe of God for ever, (r). 
And, that theſe were not temporary fits and flaſhes, but from 
a ſetled Principle z is further apparent by his manner of 
Reaſoning ; 1 time of trouble, Fe ſhall bide me in his Pavillion : 
(no ſafer place on Earth nor in Heaven : ) aud now ſhall my 
head be lifted up above mine Enemtes round about me, (S). But, 
what follows upon this Mounted Afſurance ? Soul, take thy 


- '(k) Col. 3. 4, 5. (1). * Foh. 3.2, 3. (m)'2 Cer. :5. 44 9. 
n)2 Cor. 6. 18. (0) Ch, 7. 1.(P) Pj. 73. 24: (q) Ver, 25, 23. 
x) Pſal. 23. 6: (s) Pal. 27:56 | 
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eaſe, cat, drink, and be merry ? O no! But[ Therefore ] wil 
I offer Sacrifices of Joy, 1mill firg, yea 1 will firg praiſes unto 
the lord! (t), He was now upon his kigh-places, out of the 
reach of danger ; but did not grow Remiſs upon it: Reſtrain 
Prayer, and give-over Calling upon God z but falls the more 
fervently upon that which ſhall be the Upthot of all in Hea- 
ven: He would rather have been Remilſs without this Aſſy- 
rance, as himſelf preſently acknowledgeth ; 7 had fainted, un- 
leſs I had believed to ſee the Goodneſs of the Lord in the land of the 
living, (u). So Paul's aſſurance of. obtaining what he ran 
for, was a Mighty ftrengthening to him in his Race : Who 
ſo Crucified to the World as Paul? ſo abundant in all kind 
of ſervice, or more ready to die for Chrift, than he ? Who 
yet had the fulleſt Aſſurance eſ holding out, and of Receiv- 
ing the Crown of Righteouſneſs at laſt z And, that nothing 
thould ſeparate him from it. By theſe ye may gather, Thar 
Believers are of a Nobler Extratt, then to love God the leſs, 
becauſe he loves them /o much ; and that -'tis no trivial Slan- 
der to Intinuate, That Believers, eſpecially ſuch as have 
Aſſurance, are moſt expoſed and given to backſliding : 
Whichis ( ſure ) an unnatural conſequent of their being 
Sealed te the dy of Redemption. Such Objettions do alſo argue 
the Authors of them Not well-acquainted with the good 
ways of Gol; nor with that ſpiritual obliging ſweetnels that 
is found in them 3 Which any One, who hath taſted thereof 
in truth, would not turn from, altho his future happineſs 
were not concern'd in it. Nor do they Conſider the trame 
and nature of the New Creature, which hath ſpiritual ſenſes, 
fitted to diſcern what makes for its own preſervation an41 
whac againſt it. Had you Fifteen years added to your life, 
and a Certaity of it 3 Would you therefore forſake your 
tood, and diſuſe the ordinary means of preſerving life ? 
The Feirs had an abſolute Promiſe, That Go would fave 
Fernjalem from the King of Aſſjria, who when beheged it 3 
Did they ſet-opc their Gates, and draw-off their Guards up- 
on it ? Senſe and Reaſon would teach them Otherwiſe 3 
Which Grace does not deſtroy, but perfett. Its a ſparkle 
of that Heavenly fire which cannot live out of its Element ; 
nor can all the Waters under Heaven quench it. It's a par- 


(t) Ver. 6. (u) Fer. 13. GD . 
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ticipation of the Divine Nature, and fo loves and hates, as 
' the Fatherof it doth z and Tt will cleave to Him in every 
State : If !-2 ſave me alive, 7 ſerve him 5 Jf he kill me, PI yet 
truſt in him ; Tn life and in death, T will be the Lord's. This 
15 the natural diſpoſition of the New Creature ; It favours 
only the things which are of God: And the higher-tafted 
they are by Afſuraace, the more is he Aloft, and above the 
lure of carnal Divertiſement ; not to be Reigned or led by 
them. Therefore, Let God be true, and his Prophets and 
Apoſtles be reckoned for faithful Witneſſes 3 And every one 
that ſpeaks Otherwiſe, a lyar. | 

The next thing in courſe is, To coniider What improve- 
ment may be made of this Doctrine 3 Which one would 
ſurely conclude of very great uſefulneſs, fince the Scrip- 
tures are ſo greatly concernd about it. In General, it 
afor ds matter of eminent Support to Believers ; eſpecially in 
difficult caſes. It alſo envinceth matter of Duty on the Be- 
levers part ; and from the Examples forequoted, ſomething 
of Direction in reference to both 3 Which I ſhall here put 
mitermixedly. 

Firft, Stand ſtill, and behold the Salvation of the Lord ! 
And at the tight of this great thing, Say in your hearts, with 
an holy Aſtoniſhment, [hat hath God wrought ! Let your Souls 
be filled and inlarged, with everlaſting admirings of that 
Grace ( that Sovereign Grace ) which has thus impregnably 
ſecur'd the Salvation of His Choſen; that no manner of thing, 
whether within them, or without them, ſhall be able to de- 
feat jt, or to hinder them of it ; No, not the Gates of Hel : 
Nay, not ſo much as me of the ſtakes thereof ſhall be remo- 
ved, and that for ever. Shaken you may be, and toſs'd with 
a tempeſt ; but not Over-rurned, becauſe ye have an Eternal 
Root, Elefting love is of that Sovereignty, that it Rules, and 
Over-rules all . both in Heaven and Earth : Chriſt Feſus our 
Saviour and Lord ; The /7oly Ghoſt, our SanCtifier, Councellour 
and Comforter : in all that They have done, do, or will do, 
to fri} purſue that ſcope : All Ordinances, Providences, 
Temptations, AtRittions, and whatever can be named, ( whe- 
ther good, or bad in it ſelf ) Life, death, things preſent, and 
things to come, are all made Subſervient to the Decree of 
Election ; and do all work together, tv bring-about its moſt 
glorious Defignment. If the Courle and Condutt of Common 
Providenccs were lively delineated, 1t would yield an Illu- 
{trious 
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ftrious Proſpect 
and End of thoſe ſpecial Providences, which are proper to, 
and converſant about Election ! When all the pieces there- 
of ſhall be brought together, and ſet in order, how beauti- 
ful will it be! Angels and Men ſhall ſhout for the Glory of 
it ! Then *cwill be evident God has done ncthing in vain, 
or impertinent to your blefſedneſs: That whatever hath be- 
fallen you here ( however contiary to your preſent ſenſe and 
opinion of it ) was diſpenſed in very faitkfulreſs to you : 
That if any of thoſe manifold, and ſeemingly Croſs, Occur- 
rences, you have been exerciſed with, had been omitted ; 


it would have been a Blank in your ſtory, a Blot in your 


Scutcheon of honour : When you ſhall ſee, What Contrivan- 
ces have been againſt you 3 what Art, Suhtilty, Malice, and 
Power, they were agitated with z How unable you were of 
your ſelves, to Fore-lee, prevent, avoid, or repel them 3 
and how all the Attributes of God, and His Providences, each 
one in its time and place, ( which was always moſt {eaſona- 
ble ) came-in to your Reſcue z Retorting on your Adverſaries, 
and ſafeguarding you z vea, how, that which was death in it 
ſelf, was made ro work life in you ; How amiable and admira- 


ble will the ftory of it he ! That when your Faith was weak, | 


the Lord did not withdraw from yov ; That when it was at 
i:s height and ftrength, He then did for you above all you 
could believe cr thinkz and through an unſpeakable Preſs 
of Difficulties and Contradifions, He carried on his work in 
you 3 even hearing you on Eagles Wings, until he had 
brought you to Himſelf. How will you Magnifie his Work, 
"and admire it then ! Begin it Now. 


Secondly, Let us ftudy more the Knowledge and Con- |. 
tents of this great Truth, of Believers Invincible Perſeverance ; ' 


the Riſe, Progreſs, and Tendency of it, and what advanta- 


ges :t yields to us 3 which are, indeed, many, and very | 


conſiderable. 


i. As it i5 a part of the Dodtrine of Eletion 5 which tea- : 


cheth, That nothing in us, but Grace and Love in God, was 
the only Original Cauſe of our Salvation : The knowledge 


whereof will work in the Soul an holy ingenuity and love | 


towards God, whom nothing offends but 1:0. Simon anſwe- 
red right when he ſaid, Ze that had moſt forgive? kim, would 


How mich more the ConduQ, Order, | 


love moſt, Luke 7. 43. Whence it follows, That he who he- 
lieves the free Remilhon of all his ſins from firſt to laſt; muſt j 
| | needs || 
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eds love God more than he who believes only the pardon 

of thoſe that are paſt; and thar ſo, as that they may all be 
charged upon him agen : Or if not, That yet he may poſhbly 
periſh for thoſe to come; perhaps in the laſt moment of 
his life z For, he is not ſure( nay, ftis very doubtful, if de- 
pendent on his own natural will ) that Faith and Repen- 
tance ſhall he his laſt Aft. Now, this Grace of Love being 
the ſtrongeſt and meſr operative Principle 3 he that is led 
by it, muſt a& accordingly; that is, Vigorouſly, and with- 
cut wearincls; 'as Paul aids And Foſeph having received 
large Tokens of God's love to him, and expecting more yet z 
argues againft, and withan holy diſdain an fleight of hand, 
puts-by the temptation, /zow can 1 do this, and ſin againſt 
God, who hath dcalt, and will deal, fo bountifully with 
me ! Divine love is of infinite Ethcacy, 

2, As it teacheth- the Soul to Depend upon God for its 
keeping, as having his Almighty Power ablolutely engaged 
for it : Whereas, if the efhcacy and event of all that GO D 
doth for me, ſho1d depend upon ſomething to be done by 

my ſelf whoam a frail Creature, and prone to Revolt; I 

ſhould fill be in fear, becauſe frill in danger of Falling, and 
loting all at laſt : And this Fear, being an infeebling paſh- 
&n, mult needs render my Refiftance, and all my endeavours, 
both irregular and weak: Whereas a Magnanimous and fear- 
Iefs ſpirit, who ſees himlat clothed with a Divine Power, ſhall 
have his Wits ( as we fay ) more about him, to diſcern Dan- 
gers and Advantages; and conſequently how to eſchew the 
one, and umpro7e the other, | 

>. As it gives aſſurance, Our labour ſhall mot be in vain. 
This made thole believing Hebrews to endure that great fight 
of afflictions, and ro tale joyſully the ſpoiling of their Goods 1 be- 
cauie they | knew ] thy pad in Heaven a better and more-enduring 

fubſtarice, All manner of accompliſhments put into one, and 
made your own; would not ſo invinfibly Steel your Fore- 
heads, and ftrengthen your hearts, as to be Sure of Succeſs, 
and to come off Conqueror at laſt, The Apoſtle therefore 
- brings it in | as the higheſt encouragement in our Chriſtian 
Wartare, (a), And our bleffed Lord Himſelf, who of all 
others had the hardeſt Chapter to run through 3 It made 
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His Face 4s a Flint becauſe | He knew] He ſhoull not be Con- 

founded, (b). : 

Thirdly, Make it one, and that a main part of your bu{i- 
neſs, to foyl and diſprove the Objections that are brought 
againſt this Doarine: And your neareſt way to it is by 
Growing in Grace, (c). 1, Lay aſide, and caft away, every 
weight eſpecially the ſin that doth moſt eafily belet you 
your buſom fin, whatever it bez Cait them to the Moles 
and to the Batts 3 They are not fit Mates for Day-lizht Crea- 
cures, (4); It's a Noble prize you run for z therefore clog 
not your ſelf with any thing that may hinder, or retard your 
Pace. 2, Keep your ſelves in the love of God ; maintain a 
{piritual ſenſe of His love to you and a lively anſiver of 
holy affeftions towards Him. Whatever may tend to ob- 
ſcure, or tefſen your ſenſe of it, have nothing to do with it 
keep your ſelf troym Idols; let nothing have an intcreft in 
your love, but God; and all things elie, but in ſubordinati- 
on and with reſpe&t to Him onely. 3. Watch againſt the 
Beginnings, and very firſt Motions of fin ; Nip it in the bud 
Abftain from all appearance of evil; and walk not on the 
brink of your liberty. It's eaſter to keep out an Invader, 
than to expel him being entred 5 to keep down a Rebel, 
and prevent his riſing, than to conquer him when he is up. 
Great and black Clouds have (mall beginnings; the bigneſs 
of your hand, at firft, may riſe and ſpread fo as to cover the 
whole Heavens : Therefore, keep-off tin at ftatf's end. 4. Be 
diligent and induſtrious in it: Think not, becauſe it is God 
who performeth all things for you, that therefore you may 
fit ſtill, or be Remiſs in your duty; your Arms and Armour 
were not provided toRuſt in your Tent. There may be 
(indeed) ſuch a Juncture in Providence, that it may be your 
Duty, and conſequently your ftrength, to {it-ſtill; (as was 
theirs at the Red-ſeaz ) (e). This 13, when all farther 
motion is ſhut-up to youz and then the Lord will do his 
Work without you: But uſually there's ſomething to be dune 
on our part. Tho' the Lord would go forth before David, 
and finite the Philiſtins, yet David mult beſtir himſelf, (f). 
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This thing is conftantly to he affirm'd, That they who have be- 
lizved in God, be careful to maintain good IWorks, (g): And do 
it the rather, 7o cut-off occaſion from them which deſire occaſion 3 
ther wherein cy glory, th:y may . be found even as we, (b). 
5. Cleave to Jeſus Chrift, and to Him only ; and truſt not 
to your holding of him, but to his holding of you : This did 
Davii when he ſays, [ Thou ] holdeſt me by my right hand, (1). Fol- 
low Him, as Men, whoſe dependence is upon it, follow the 
Court. Whiiiles following Him, you cannot do amiſs z-nor 
want any good thing, whether for Counſel, Strength, er 
Otherwiſe. 6. Forget what is behind, and preſs on towards 
Perfettion ; that if poſſible you might attain to the Reſurre- 
tion of the Dead; 7. e. to be perfettly holy ; Tho, Per- 
fectneſs, in the perfection of it, is not attainable here ; yet 
the higher you aim, the higher ſhall your Attainment be z 
and the farther off from loſing what you have got. Keep the 
Mark till in your eye, and ſhun whatever might intercept 
our Sight of it. Theſeare ſome of the ways to make your 
Calling and Election ſure: And if ye do theſe things, ye 
ſhall prove this Dottrine to be true z And cither Prevent, or 
Retort, thoſe Carnal and groundleſs Calumnies that are 
brought againſt it. | | 
Fourthl,, Since there are ſuch Arguments for Believers 
Perſeverance, let u3 ail fo demean our ſelves that we may 
have them All ſtand on our tide, for proof and evidence, 
that we are of that happy Remnant, whom the Great God 
hath ſet-apart for himſelf; and whom He hath made and 
wrought for this ſelf tame thing : And as it was His purpoſe, 
ſo let it be our Spirit and prattice, to glorifie the Riches of 
His Grac?. 1. If born of God, let us ſhew-forth the virtues 
of our Fathers and bear our ſelves as His Children, both 
towards Him, and towards the World : Let us live upon 
Him, and liveto Him $5 Rejoycing always before Him 3 firſt, 
for #/is ovin biefcdnels, and then for Ours as derived from 
His, and by him reſerv'd in Heaven for us; And all, as de- 
figning to honour Him as our Father. 2. If we have Faith, 
fer it appear by our Works : It muſt he ſome ſngular 
thing that muſt diſtinguiſh us from other Men : It is not 
Protetiion, nur Word-, nor Actions neither ( as to the Matter 
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of them, and ſo far as viſihle to Men, ) that will approve us 
Believers ;, but the Principle whence they grow, and the 
End they drive at 3 The Reſult of Abraham's faith was, To 
give glory to God; and fo will ours, if Abraham's Seed, 2. Let 
us carry our ſelves under all diſpenſations not only quietly, 
but thankfully 5 and ſo as to anſwer God's End : Valk hum- 
bly z hate the thing that's evil; Have the World under 
your feet z Eſteem preciouſly of Chriſt z Honour his Ordi- 
nances ; let every Grace have its perfeet work ; and Rejoyce 
in hopes of that Glory, which all theſe things are prepara- 
tory-to. 4. If one with Chrift, and He our Mediator 3 
Then let us walk as He walked 3 who held His own Will al- 
ways ſubject to His Father's z Reckoning it /7rs Meat to do Hs 
will, and to finiſh His Work : Let us alſo wait His advice and 
Counſel in every buſineſs, and follow it z Commit our cauſe 
to Him, and Intereſt him in all our Concernments. 5. Aps 
ply your ſelves to every Attribute of God, according to the 
preſent occation 3 and dwell upon them, and leave them 
not, until] we have the Grace and Help intended by them. 
They are all made-over to the heirs of Salvation, to live up- 
on: Let it not be ſaid, That in the midſt of our abundance 
we are in ſtreights. 6. If made for the Glory of God, make- 
00d your End : He is glorious in Holineſs, and by Holineſs 
only can you glorifle Kim. Bear (therefore ) on the fore- 
head of your Detigns and Converſation, that Royal Inſcrip- 
tion, { HOLINESS TO THE LORD: ] By this, 
you will ſet-to your Seal, That God 7s true ; and approve 
your ſelves to be Children that will not Jie, *Twill alſo be of 
tingular uſe and ſervice to your ſclves, as to that other Ena 
of your Being : That you have glorified God on the Earth, 
will be a ſubftantial argument that Ze w:ll glorifie you in the 
World to come, (k): For, the, your perſonal Righteouſneſs 
be not your 7itle to the Heavenly Inheritance ; yet your 
conſtant progreſſion in Holineſs, will be your 62ſt evidence 
( next the immediate witneſſings of the Spirit ) that you have 
a Title, and that your Title 1s good. Since ( theretore ) we 
were made for, and expe& ſuch things, IF hat manner of per- 
ſons ought we tobe in all holy Converſation and Godlineſs | (1). 
7. If under the Covenant of Grace, let us reck»n our ſelves 
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ttrengthened with all might, and hold to it, as having all 
our Salvation in itz both Keeping, Support, Recovery, and 
Settlement, Grace and Glory: Not minding ſo much how 
any thing looks or fecls at preſent, as the End it tends fo : 
For if the end be good, the Means, as ſuch, cannot be 
otherwiſe. And truly, we cannot have a better Evidence of 
our Intereſt in this Covenant, than a total Devolving and 
caſting our ſelves upon it, (m). 

And well it is for us, who find in our ſelves ſo great a prone- 
neſs to backſlidez that our Eternal condition doth not de- 
pen an our ſelves ; but upon that foundation of God men- 
tioned in Timothy, where the Apoſtle {peaking of ſume who 
; made Ship-wreck of the Faith; left true Believers ſhould 
faint in their minds, at the fight and apprehenſion of it ; he 
tells them, That Nevertheleſs (that is, Notwithſtanding this 
woful backſliding of ſome, perhaps of eminent proteſhon, 
yet) the foundation of God [tandeth jure; q. d. They that are 
of this foundation are ſure to be kept: and he firms it with 
this Seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his ; He knows whom 
He hath Choſen, and concerning whom he hath Covenanred, 
That, they ſhall not depart from tim ;, and therefore he will not 
let them go; (They ſhall be kept as thoſe Seven thouſand 
were, from bowing the knee to Baal: ) Adding this Caution 
withal, That every one which nameth the, Name of the Lord, ſhould 
depart from iniquity, (n); Which, as it is a Means of God's 
appointing, to keep from Apoſtacy z So, it ſhall be to them 
an evidence, that they are of that foundation, and ſhall be 
kept. For, it being his ſcope, to Comfort Believers againſt 
their Miſgivings, which ariſe from a ſenſe of their own weak- 


neſs, and a like aptne!s in themlelves to Revolt ; He needs 


muſt uſe an argument luited to ſuch an end : And therefore, 
in ſaying, | 7he foundation of God ſtandeth ſure, } He muſt in- 
tend, Believers ſtanding fare. upon it: For, the ſtanding 
fure of That, would beſmall Comiort to Vs, if yet We might 
be blown off it, or {ink beiides it. Does God take care tor 
Sparrows? for Oxcn? fo; Ravens? Much more for Belicv- 
ing Souls who have committed themſclves to his Keeping. 
Let the Fowler do all. hc can, not a Sparrow ſhall fall to the 
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ground: you'l ſay, without the Will of God they cannot * 
Anil the Will of God is, that they ſhall not : A thouſand maJ 
fall at his fide, and ten thouſand at his'1ight kand, but it ſhall not 
come nigh him, (o). He that determin d ſuch a Sparrow ſhall 
not fallz determin'd alſ> to prevent that as would cauſe him 
co fall: And therefore, either the Fowler ſhall not find the 
Bird 3 or the Bird ſhall diſcern his approach, or ſmell the 
powder, and be gone; Or, it: he ſhoot, he ſhall miſs his 
mark; Or if he hit, it ſhall light on the Feathers that will 
grow-agenz; Or, on ſome flethy Fart that may be lick'd 
whole 3 Or perhaps it ſhall open an Ulcer that could not 
otherwiſe be Cured : A believer's heel may be bruiſed, but 
his vital parts are out of reach, and thcrefore ſafe. 

Fifthly, Let this Dodtrine of Believers Invincible Perſeve- 
rance in Faith and Holineſs, ſtrengthen our hearts againft 
all ſorts of doubts and fears, which may ariſe from the pre- 
ſence of indwelling-Sin, with its frequent and ſturdy Inſur- 
rettions ; Since #e that bath begun, will alſo perfet Fiw Work 
with power, (p). Judge righteous Judgment : Of our ſelves 
(indeed) we cannot think worſe than we deſervez but of 
our ſtate, we may; Therefore For help in this caſe, Contider, 
I- That tho' the New Nature ſhall certainly expunge the 
old, at laſt; the Work is not perfetted here. But this for 
your preſent relief ; That the beſt Principle is ſtill predomi- 
nant, and getting ground, and the old party ſhall never re- 
cover its waſting condition : For, the Kingdom of God once 
in the heart, will ſurely work and ſpread it (elf, til] the whole 
Iump is ſavoured by it, (q); 70 bim that [ bath] ſhall be gi> 
ven, (r): He that | hath} life ſhall bave it more aboundanily, (5) : 
Asit was God who pgirded you with ſtrength, ſo He will make 
your way perfeit, (tr). Tho' Faith and Holineſs be at preſent 
but as two little flocks of Kids; And fin (like the Syri#ans 
Army) fills the Countrey : Be not dilmayed; the King of 
Iſrael will clear the Countrey of them z His Spirit ſhall lift up & 
Standard againſt them, (u); and though they come in like 4 
floud, by him ſhall their proud waves be ſtayed, (x): The Lord 
fays to you in this caſe as he did to Feremyz { have made thee 8 
defenced City, an Iron Pillar, and Brazen Wabs, againſt the whole 
land:They ſhall fight againſt thee, but [ they ] ſhall nos prevail againſt 
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| thee; J(/9): Or, as once to his People, concerning the Gy- 
ant Og; Fear him not, For I will deltver him, and all bis peo- 
ple, into thy band, (z). 2. This Sickneſs is not unto death : 
The Confli& is not to weaken or deftroy, but for tryal and 
improvement of your faith, and other Graces z the very tryal 
whereof is precious, (4); and ſhall be found ſoatlaſt; both to 
the Glory of Him that tryes you, and yours who are tryed : 
Abraham, David, Fob, and others, are pregnant examples of 
this 5 they came-forth like Gold, more pure, ſolid, and 
flexible. David, indeed, tho' he held faft his coufidence a 
great while; yet ſtill being purſued and over-preft ; Every 
day involvd in danger anew; and having once admitted 
carnal Reaſon into his Councel ; he began to flag in his Faith, 
7 fhall one day periſh, — and AU men are lyars, (6b); But it was 
in his hafte ; not conſidering the ſureneſs of an Abſolute Pro- 
miſe : and therefore, when he had better weighed it, he 
confeſles his fault, and recovers from it : and his Faith was 
#nproved by his tryal : For, being come agen-to it ſelf, he 
comfortable concludes, that Goodneſs and Mercy ſhall follow him 
all the days of bis life; and, notwithſtanding his preſent Exile ; 
be ſhall dwell in the bouſe of the Lord for ever, (c), 3. Be it al- 
waies remembered, that God reckons of a man according to 
what his Mind is; and you ought ſo alſo to reckon of your 
ſelf : This was Paul's courſe, in Rom. 7. where he thus rea- 
foneth; Now, Jf ] do that 1 mould not, it is no more I that do it, 
but (6n that drrelleth in me, (d) : Before Convertion it was Saul, 
bur Now "tis Sin, Believers may be led captive (at-times) 
even after they have ſworn fealty to their true Lord; But 
ſtill they are His in their Mind, and that's their mark. Ir is 
the ſame with that in Fon; #hoſoever us born of God, doth nor 


commit ſim , and he cannot ſin becauſe be is born of God, (e). i. e. 


He does not, nor he cannot fin, as the Devils children doz 
for their Wills are in it, (which alſo is their mark) ac- 
cording to Fohn. $. 44. The luſts of your Father { ye will do: \ 
But a Regen<rate perſon, The evil he doth, ke | allows nos. | 
And this is a ſtaying Confideration, That if mth our - Mind 
we ſerve the Law of God, it ſhall not Ruin us, that with our 
fleſh we ſerve the Law of Sin, (f\: But how ſhall I know it - 
It you be forced, you wilt Cry-out; and if you Cry, it is 1 


(y) Fer. 1. 18, 19. (2) Dent. 3. 2. (a) 1 Pet. 1. 7-(b) 1 San. 
27. 1. Pjal. 116. 1. (C) Pfals 23: 7. (4) Rom. 7. 20. 
(Ee) Fob. 3. 5. 
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Rehes and ſhall not be charged to your Accompt: ye have = 


the Law for it, in Deut. 22. 25, 26,-27. So, he that kills a 
Man againſt bs will, is not reckoned a Murtherer, nor wor- 
thy of death; albeit, the AQ it ſelf be the ſame that ano- 
ther Man, whoſe 1/711 was in it, ſhall dye for, (g). 4. Be- 
lievers are Trees of Righteouſneſs, and of the Lord's own plant- 
ing : and therefore, they ſhall not fear when beat cometh, (b). 
They bave their Autumns, indeed, (too often) and blighting 
Winds; (perhaps in the Spring-time tco) and alſo luxuri- 
ant Branches and Suckers, proceeding from the old ſtock g 
which rob the good Ones of their Sap, and make their Fruit 
leſs, both in bulk and beauty ; But till their ſubſtance is in 
them, and therefore they Revive and flouriſh agen. And 
whiles thoſe Suckers are nipt and prun'd off, the true bran- 
ches are preſerv'd and cheriſh'd, (7); They ſhall bring forth 
Fruit in their Old Age, (k). They that are now (i. &. Once; 
They that are once) the Children of God, ſhall never be other- 
wiſe; ſave only in a greater likeneſs to their Father, (1). 


And tho' their living on him, and their likeneſs to Him, 


be very weakly ſometimes, (as the natural life of Infants 
is) yet, being born, they muſt be kepr; and the Will and 
Care of their Father is, to Nurſe them up to a Perfett 
Man, (m). 

You,l ſay, (perhaps) That never had any ſuch cauſe of 
Complaint as you; and pofhbly it may beſo: To be ſure, 
you know not that they had: And thoſe you compare 
your (elf with, may have faid as much of themſelves; and 
they had the like Cauſe z (for our hearts are faſhion'd alike 
Only, each one beft knows the plague of his own: ) Agur, 
a Man of great Wiſdom and Holineſs, ſays of himſelf, That 
he was more brutiſh than any Man, (n). But ſuppoſ= it be 
true, that Others corruptions have not broke-out as yours 
have done: yet may not this put your Faith to a ſtand; 
much leſs make you weary, recoil, or to faint in your 
Minds: For the ſame Grace that prevented them, can pardou 
you; and will, if you caft your ſelves upon it. Ye may, iq- 
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(f) Ro. 7. 25. (g) Exod. 21. 13. with Deut, 19. 4, 6 
(h) Fer. 17. $. (i) Fob. 15. 2, (k)-Pſal. 92. 14. (1) 1 Fob. 
3- 2, Je che 2, 27. 2. Fobn ver, 2. (m) Eph. 4. 13- (0) Prove 
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elſe have ye to complain of: Therefore, complain, and cry- 
out as loud as you will ; 0 Wretched Man that 1 am! Who ſhall 
deliver me from this body of death? But, withal, betake you to 
the ſame Refuge that he did, and abide by it; / thank God 
through Feſus Chriſt our Lord ! Rom. 7. 24, 25. Here you may 
triumph over all, both Complaints and the Cauſes of them. 

It muſt always be granted, That to deal with Sin, com- 
bin'd, imrench'd, and fortified, as it is, is a great undertak- 


- Ing, and yet muſt be undertgok, and gon-through with 


too; there is no Retreat to he ſounded, nor Armour pro- 
vided for your back; Every Mother's Son muſt either kill 
or be kiild in this Combate: there's no compounding the 
Difference, nor Diſcharge in this Warfare, till the day be 
perfectly Won. But what a Recruite-is there levied, and al- 
ways ſrands-ready, as a ſure Reſerve ! That though the Conflict 
be ſharp, the ſucceſs is ſure: And in order thereto, (amongſt 
other Rules and Articles of War, ) bear in mind theſe few 
following: 1 Intangle not your ſelf ; but ſhun and avoid 
whatever may prove a clog, or unfit you for duty. 2. Ex- 
erciſe ow ſelf in handling your Spiritual Arms, eſpecially 
that of Your Faith. 3. Stan'l on your Guard watchfully 
that y= be not ſurprized by ſudden excurſions, or under 
pretence of friendſhip. 4. Arm your ſelf with the ſame 
Mind that was in Chriſt ſet your face as a flint, and con- 
clude, That ye ſhall not be confounded. 5. Submit to the place 
your General hath ſet you in: It muſt have been ſome bo- 
dies lot, and why not yours? and the hotter it is, the more 
honourable 5 Remembering withal, that when the tempration 
was appointed, Then alſo was ordained, a4 way to eſcape; 
and this you are told of aforehand, that you might be able 
z0 bear it ; 1 Cor. 10. 13. 6, Look that ye Fight with proper 
weapons; Which are only to be had at the Covenant of 
Grace, and the Croſs of Chriſt; and There they are never 
wanting: And be ſure, ye go not down to the Philiſtines, 
either to forge or ſharpen. 7. Fight not as one that beats 
the Air; but as having Cindzed) a ſturdy Adverſary to 
deal-with 3 whom yet you arc ſure ro overcome. $8, Look ftill 
on your Captain, to obſerve what He ſays and does, and 
do likewiſe; To take-up the Croſs and endure hardſhip, are 
neceſſary accoutrements for a Soldier of Chriſt. g. Wait 
on the Lord to Renew your Strength z who then beftics 
Himſelf moft, when your ftrength is gone ; He then lays hold 
Upon 
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35. 2, 10. Laftly, (and to Influence all) Mind the Lord of 
his Covenant z even Then, when your ſelf (perhaps) think 
on it with trouble, as doubting your intereſt in it; Pray 
him to remember it for you 5 and with the ſame Good-will 
wherewith He made it ; B-(zech Him to look on His Bow 
in the Cloud, which Himſelf hath ſet there, as a ſure ſign 
between God and you 3 That tho' the Skies he Red and low- 
ring the Clouds rcturn after the -Rain, and the Billows go- 
over your head; you ſhall not be deluged by them ; By this 
it is; that ye are hedged-about, and walled-up to Heaven. 
Therefore, Stand not like Men in ſuſpenie ; as unreſolved to 
fall-on 5 or doubtful how tv come off; But On, On, the 
day's your Own; the Lord of Hoſts purſues them! And Jer 
all the Sons of God ſhout for joy ! 

Sixthly, Since Believers only are interreſ{ed in the Cove- 
nant, and that Faith is necefſary Inftrument which the Co- 
venant will not work without, and without which you can- 
not work with it, nor ſee your Intereſt in it 3 Look-well to 
your Faith: firſt, That it be of the right kind ; ſuch as Re- 
nounces Self, and lives upcn Graccz And then, having 
found it ſuch, be ſure ye keep it well, and improve 1t to 
the utmoſt» Two Uſes, eſpecially, are to be made of it; 
1. As your Shicld; to ſupply the place of all other pieces 
of your Armour, when broken or looſe; as well as to ſate- 
guard them, when they are whole and tight about you. 
If your helmet be out of the way, and fiery darts come 
pouring down 5 Hold up your Faith between your heaq 
and them; Faith is the trueſt quench-coal to the fire of Hell. 
If your Sword be forgot, or laid afide, or wants an edge, fc. 
your Shield it well applyed, will Retort your Enemies wea- 
Pons on his own Pate. 2. Faith is ycur ſpiritual Optick, 
which ſhews you things of Greateſt Moment, and Mor orhe: - 
wiſe Vitible : Even Chariots and horſemen of Firz, are not 
diſcernable. without it. If Temptations from the- World do 
indanger you z Turn your Faith that way, and through ic 
view and conlider how ſhallow and ſhort-liv'd the pleaſures 
of it arez anil how Momentary your ſufferings. Then loo; 
at the World to come; The Glory of it, and your Interc|& 
in it; and how much your Crown will be brightned by the 
ſcowrings you have palsd-under here ; and dwell on thc 
contemplation of it, Bend not your eye ſo much on the 
peril and length of your paſſage, as one the long d-fur ſhore 
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— lc heron if; and reckon the Surges of that dreadful 


gulph, which is yet betwixt you and It, but as ſo many 
ſtrokes to waft you Thither : This was the courſe that Moſes 
took, (0), and Chriſt himſelf, (pþ): Nothing ſo blunts the 
ee of Satan's temptations or the World's, as this Faith 
ot God's Elett. Therefore (ce, that you hold-faft your Faith, 
Keep it as your life, (keep That, and it will keep you ) 
and Jet 1t not go until ye die. Then (indeed) it will leave 
ron, becauſe then it will have done you all the ſervice it 
canz even the whole of what it was ordained-for. But, 
i5.all Faith then be dilloly'd and go-to-nothing ? I would 
Tather expreſs it 15 a5 the Apoſtle doth the ſtate of the Saints, 
thet ſhall be foun alive at Chriſt's coming, They ſhall not die, 
bur they ſha? be chavoed, (q), Faith ſhall Then be turned in- 
to Sight, and we ſhall have the real preſence, Full poſſe(- 
jion, and Pertett fruition, af that Blefſedneſs we have be- 
tieved and hoped-for. And then ſha!l we ſay to our glori- 
hed Redeemer, Thou art the God that haft fed me all my 
life long; /Thy ficſh has been Meat indeed, and thy blood 
Drink indeed; Many a good meal have I had upon it in the 
vaily of Bzcaz even feaſts of fat things, and wine on the lees : 
Other Bridegrooms an1 Saviours have done worthily ; but 
thou excelleſt them all; They (et-forth their beft at- firſt ; 
but Thou haft kcpt the good wine until NO W ! 
Seventhly, Gather lence, both the Reaſon and Rationality 
of the Saints detires to be diffolv'd, (7); They knew, that 
when this Earthly Tahernacle went-down, they had a better, 
ani more capactous building m Heaven, (5s). They alſo found, 
that Spiritz dwelling in Fleſh, are too much ftreightned and 
infirm, cither to bear the Glory they were made-for, or to 
expreſs an anſwerable thankfulneſs for 1t: and for this they 
groned ; Not to be anclothed, as weary of their preſent 
Fate but to be clothed-upon with their Houſe from Hea-« 
Ven, ft; They were NOI” the Sons of God, (u); but what 
thy ſhould bc, and fain would be-at, did not appear to them 3 
30r could, till the vail were Rent, which hung (as yet) 
"wwixt them and the 4zoly of #olics. The firſt-fruits of the 
Sph it, (x), which were both an Ezrneſt and Foreraſte of future 
Olory, { y); inſpired them wit}: fervent deſires of liberty; that 
 giorious liberty which belong'a to them, as being the Sons of 
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God, (3). They had, by faith, laid-hold on Eternal life 
This they had ftill in their eye, and earneſtly purſued ; And 
ſo intent they were. upon it, that they even for7gat what was 
behind («), tho very Memorable in its time :) The Mach 
they had attaind, they counted for Nothiig , to what was 
coming 3 Nor reckon'd for any Coft, to gain that incſtima- 
ble Pearl, viz. The prize of the high Callirg of God in Chrijt, (6). 
This They knew, was a thing too-big for Mortal ſenſes ;; 
tho' as highly refin'd and ſublimated, as capable of whiles 
Mortal ; and therefore long'd tor that day, when Immer- 
tality ſhould be their clothing. The love ot God fh2d a- 
broad in their hearts, (c), had given ſuch a Divine 'Tin- : 
&ure, and ſo transform.d and Wid'ned their fouls; as no- 
thing could ſatisfe, but that Immenſe Deep from whence it 
came. They knew, that When Chriſt their life ſhould appear, 
they ſhould be like Him, and ſhould ſee Him as He 55, (4); Not 
under ſhadows, as of old; nor in a ſtate of humiliation, as 
when upon earth ; nor, as ſince, under Memorialz and Re- 
preſentations but in His ſtate of Glory : The tight of which 
would transform them into His Image deed; and till Then, 
they could not ſay, /t # enough, They knew, that the very 
Quinteſſence of Heavenly beatitude, confiſts in the vition of 
God; and that Heaven it ſelf, with all that Tnnumerable 
company of Angels, and ſpirits of juſt Men made pertett, 
(tho a very glorious and deſirable (ociety) would not ſatis- 
fie Heaven-born Souls, if their Lord Himlelt were not there” 
in His Glory : Hence thoſe holy exclamations ar out-cties,: 
Whom bave I in Heaven but Thee! (e); and When ſhall I come 
and appear before God (fy. Good Facob would goand ſee bs 
Beloved Foſeph afore he died z and Theſe would diz, to go 
and ſee Theirs : Thus does the Kingdom of Heaven (as is 
were) ſuffer violence a ſecond time trom the heirs of Salya- 
tion 3 they know it 1s theirs; and that they were wrought 
for that ſelf fame thing ; and being theits, they might la ws 
fully take it by force upon all carnal impediments, (g}. 

Eighthly, (and for a cloſe of all) ye have ſeen what Pa 
and others did ; Go you and do likewile 5 #eſtz» 19 the Diy of 
God, (b); and wait for it, as they that watc' for the muz- 
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ning, 1. Aﬀfe@ionately, as a thing greatly defirable, eſpecially 
after a dark and toilſom night: 2. Pattently, and. with Qur- 
erneſs; not precipitating, but as knowing it will come, and 
that in the dueſt time: 3. Artentively, as not willing to luſe 
the ſmalleſt: ſound of your Maſter's feet : 4. With Dili- 
gence alſo and Preparedneſs; that neither- Oy! nor Lighting 
may be to-ſceck when the Cry # made, Be always Ready, and 
Then Grone: Grone (I ſay) for that day of Glory, when 
Life and Immortality ſhall be brought to light in Perfection ; 
When your (cIf, with all the Ele&t of God, meeting in that 
Great and General Aſſembly, the Church of the firſt-born mhich 
are wrinen in Heaven, (1); may be intirely,, univerſally, and 
everlaſtingly taken-up in admiring Eleding love, which ſo 
gloriouſly and happily ſhall have wrought all our Works 
for us; and brought us to the ultimate End it deſigned us 
for ; which was, To be ever with the Lord; to ſee Him 
as heisz and to experiment the ſum of that great Petition 
in the 17. Fohn; That they may be one in us, (k): And in 
your way thither, Carry this aſſurance fill afore you ; 
"Chat the ſame hands which laid the Foundation, will al- 
ſo lay the Top-ſtore, and that with ſtoutings; and you ſhall 
lift-up to Eternity, that loud and joyful acclamation, 
Grace, Grace into it (I), Happy art thou O Iſrael ! who «5s 
like unto thee, O people ſaved by the Lord, the field of thine 
bely, and the {word of thine Excellency ; All thine Enemies 


ſhall be found Iyars unto thae, and thou ſhalt tread upon their 


bieh places! (m). And which is more than Angels and 
Men can utter beſides, GO D ſhall be all in All! (n): To 
proclaim which, was the Ent of this Work. Amen, 


(e) Pſal. 73. 25. (f) Tſal. 42. 2. (g) Marth, 11. 12, 
2 Cor. 5. 5. (h) 2 Per. 3. 12- (i) Heb. 12. 223. (k) Foh, 
17. 21, 26. (1) Zech. 4. 7, 9. (M) Det, 33. 29. 2 Sam," 22» 
3---- (0) 1 Cor. 15.28. 
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